
In  response to the many   

concerns brought to us over the 

last 2 years about road safety, 

Muir Matters has decided to 

launch a campaign for safer roads 

within our Community. It is no 

longer acceptable to our commu-

nity that the authorities are aware 

of these problems and still take no 

action. 

For example, Highland Council 

say that due to the road configura-

tion and health & safety regula-

tions it is too dangerous to put a 

crossing officer for children at the 

West Road junction, but they are 

only too well aware that there are 

many children crossing at this 

point. Does 

common sense 

not say, if it’s 

too dangerous 

for a crossing 

officer, then it 

represents an 

even greater 

danger to a 

child.! With the 

increasing      

developments in Muir of Ord this   

problem can only get worse. What 

has to happen before something 

is done about it? 

Tarradale School recently       

completed their excellent ‗Safer 

Routes to School‘ plan and it is 

truly dismal to think that our     

primary aged children appear to be 

able to pinpoint dangerous areas 

and in some cases find solutions to 

problems that seem to escape our 

officialdom. If you link all of this 

together with the issues of speed-

ing at the entrances and exits to 

the village, problems with illegal 

parking which obscures a driver‘s 

view of the road (and pedestrians) 

and the ever increasing flow of 

traffic, then it‘s clear that these 

issues must be addressed as soon 

as possible. 

Please join us by signing our      

petition and supporting our      

campaign for safer roads in our 

community. 

**** 

Read more of Muir Matters efforts 

to resolve this & other issues on 

Page 4. 
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R ead all about 

‗Muir Matters‘  

success at the 2007 

Moray Firth Radio 

glittering Awards 

Ceremony at the 

Aviemore  

Highland Resort.  

 

Plus can we now 

count Prince      

Andrew amongst 

our readers? 

 

See Page 3 for the full story.  

‘Muir Matters’‘Muir Matters’  
Winner of the 2007 MFR Best Community Initiative Award 
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F irstly, I would like to list the 

top priorities I feel that the 

community of Muir of Ord 

has to deal with over the next 4 years. 

I know from talking with residents 

during the past few months there are 

many more that we as councillors 

working together with the community 

need to address.  I have worked 

closely with Cllr David Chisholm in 

the past and I‘m looking forward to 

continuing that association. I believe 

that 4 councillors will have a much 

stronger voice to help push forward 

the agenda that local people want for 

their area rather than a top down    

approach that has existed in Highland 

Council in the past. 

A replacement facility for Urray 

House and care for the elderly based 

locally in Muir of Ord is essential.  

The railway bridge is a disgrace! 

Someone has to take responsibility for 

replacing the bridge and addressing 

the issues at the junction to the       

distillery. I walked under the bridge 

and was disgusted at what was drip-

ping down from above. Surely this is 

not an acceptable route for anyone to 

take let alone children going to 

school. There are a number of         

ongoing road safety issues to be dealt 

with in the coming year.  

 Community facilities are upper most 

in many residents‘ minds. I attended 

the Make the Muir Matter Conference 

and have recently had the opportunity 

to look around the outdoor education 

facility that is based in Muir of Ord. 

This is a fantastic building that is in 

the centre of the 

community and 

cannot be         

accessed by that 

community. I 

know that I have 

come away with 

many questions 

that the Director 

of Education, Hugh Fraser, will be 

asked to address by all 4 of your 

councillors.  

 There are many more issues that I am 

sure will come to light over the      

coming months. 

I intend to work with the community 

and fellow councillors to address 

these priorities. 

 

Angela MacLean 

F ollowing the May Council elections the majority of the electorate of Muir of Ord are now part of the Dingwall & 

Seaforth multi-member ward. As a consequence of this change we are now represented by four local councillors, 

any one of whom can be contacted with your concerns or problems. 

On behalf of the community, ‗Muir Matters‘ asked each councillor the following question ―What do you see as the 

priorities for Muir of Ord? 

T 
here are two distinct levels of 

priority facing this community. 

The littering, dog fouling, petty 

vandalism, anti social behaviour and 

inconsiderate drivers to name but five 

that we as a community can address 

by reporting those responsible to the 

relevant authority, whether it be the 

council, police or parent.  

These issues will not go away unless we the community 

act ourselves. 

The strategic priorities that impact on Muir of Ord are; 

the replacement of Railway Bridge & Road Safety 

throughout this community. With the ever increasing   

traffic and more and more people wishing to stay in the 

Muir this issue has a huge impact on the community and 

will continue to do so until addressed.   

The severe lack of indoor community facilities, a sports 

hall/community centre in addition to our public hall 

which was built pre-1900. 

To stop Highland Council‘s Education Culture & Sport 

Service using the centre of Muir of Ord as a storage       

facility for canoes, mountain bikes and various other    

outdoor equipment which the children of our community 

cannot access. How can this community regenerate itself 

when Highland Council are by accident or choice      

dominating the centre of our community for the benefit of 

others? 

And lastly the badly needed replacement of Urray House, 

to keep a care home in this community for the benefit of 

current and future residents and staff. 

 David Chisholm 

C 
an I start by saying that it is   

indeed a great honour to be 

Councillor for Dingwall and 

Seaforth and to represent the folk of 

Muir of Ord and surrounding area.  

My main priority will be to meet as 

many of you as possible, listen to what 

you have to say: I need to know what 

your priorities are and they will         

become mine. 

I am fully aware that the unworkable situation on the 

Railway Bridge is of major concern to the majority of 

people living in the Muir - I fully intend along with your 

other Councillors to do all I can to rectify this. 

As you are aware Dingwall and Seaforth is a huge Ward 

but all areas should and will get the same attention from 

me. I will start by having regular surgeries in the Muir 

and I sincerely hope you will come along if you have   

concerns and discuss them with me. You can also phone 

me on 01349 864424 and I am more than willing to visit 

you at home if you so wish. 

My desire is that the next four years will see an improve-

ment in Muir of Ord and that the four Councillors will 

work together to achieve this. 

Sincerely yours for the Muir 

Margaret E Paterson 

Unfortunately we haven't been able to contact Councillor Cairns as yet.  

We hope to feature his views in a future issue. Editor 
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‘Muir Matters’ 
Scoops Top 
MFR award 

 

H 
ere at ‗Muir Matters‘ we‘re glowing with 

pride after scooping the award for ‗Best 

Community Group and Initiative‘ at the 

recent Moray Firth Radio Awards. 

Two members of our group (Martha and Susan), 

were asked to attend the glittering awards ceremony, 

only the second of its kind held by MFR, but all we 

had been told was that we had been nominated by a 

number of readers (from as far afield as Germany 

and Australia) and we wouldn‘t know who the       

winners were until the awards ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As everyone knows the Communications Group 

(―Muir Matters‖) was created in 2004 by a small 

band of people who wanted to make a difference.  

The initial sales of ‗Muir Matters‘ ran to 300 copies.  

Fast forward to 2007 and folk are knocking on   

Martha‘s door asking when the next issue is due for 

release.  Demand is high with 800 copies now being 

sold with Highland MSP‘s and local councillors also 

keen to get their hands on one so that they can keep 

their finger on the pulse of the Muir.   

After the most important issues had been attended to 

ie. new frocks, hair coiffured etc., they set out for the 

awards ceremony held at the MacDonald Aviemore 

Highland Resort. They kicked off with a champagne 

reception followed by a fabulous meal with enter-

tainment supplied by chart-topping Sophie-Ellis 

Bextor along with the MacDonald Brothers, Right 

Said Fred, All Angels and Scottish singer-songwriter  

Amy MacDonald, but it was really the achievements 

of ordinary people across the Highlands that the 

ceremony was all about.   

When it came time for the announcements of the 

winners Susan and Martha were on the edge of their 

seats. The nominations for our category were an-

nounced..................drumroll.......then came the     

crucial statement .....―And the winner is:...........Muir 

Matters....!!!! Whoops of delight from the audience 

and Martha was out of her seat like a shot from a gun 

with Susan practically running to catch up...!! The 

next hour passed in a whirl with photographs, live 

radio chat (what exactly were you saying about Right 

Said Fred’s tush Martha?) and many more           

congratulations. 

 

But it didn‘t end there! ―Muir Matters‖ was asked to 

follow up the event by going along to meet Prince 

Andrew when he visited MFR to unveil a plaque for 

their 25th Anniversary. He was particularly interested 

in how ―Muir Matters‖ had begun and how many 

people in the community work together to create the 

articles and stories it holds. We definitely think 

we‘ve got a new reader..! 

Following our win, Martha was keen to stress the 

value of the Communications Group within Muir of 

Ord.  ‗The community has worked very hard for 

‗Muir Matters‘ and I think it is important that people 

are acknowledged for the support they have given. 

This award belongs to them.  Congratulations Muir 

of Ord, you deserve it!‘   

Hazel Chisholm & Martha Chisholm 
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I ssues such as speeding, danger-

ous driving and anti-social  

behaviour are a cause for     

concern for many communities these 

days.  We met recently with Chief 

Inspector Paul Eddington of the 

Northern   Constabulary who is based 

at Dingwall Police Station to discuss 

problems in Muir of Ord. 

We wasted no time in getting down to 

business with speeding high on our 

agenda explaining that lots of  drivers 

ignore the 30 mph signs as they enter 

the village and very quickly speed up 

again on exit.  ‗You are not alone as a 

community with complaints about 

speeding‘, said Inspector Eddington 

stating that high visibility speed 

checks can be carried out and people 

have been reported for speeding in the 

village. 

Apart from speed checks, the           

Inspector informed us that his team 

meet daily to review CCTV footage 

from the previous 24 hours. ‗People 

should pick up the phone and call us, 

even if they only get the colour of the 

car.  It‘s a starter for ten.  We can use 

the CCTV footage to see if the driver 

can be identified.  Sometimes being 

pulled over and warned is enough‘.  

We think, perhaps a ‗Muir of Ord 

Slow Down‘ sign before the 30mph 

approach to Chapelton Farm may 

help as vehicles do not tend to reduce 

their speed until further into the     

village. There are major concerns that 

someone on horseback will be   

nvolved in a collision.  Inspector   

Eddington thought that it would be a 

good idea to approach contractors 

who travel this route regularly and 

offer to give a presentation on safer 

driving. 

Another road issue of concern is how 

dangerous West Road is to cross,   

especially for local children returning 

from Tarradale School.  This had 

even been highlighted in the school‘s 

‗Travel Plan‘.  We asked if anything 

can be done about this and the         

Inspector said he was unaware of this 

problem but he would look into kick 

starting discussions with Drew 

Anderson, Road Safety Officer at 

Highland Council. 

Concern was also expressed at     

parking on double yellow lines on 

Seaforth Road as well as on the Black 

Isle Road outside       Tarradale 

School.  Inspector Eddington 

advised us that he would hope 

to have traffic  wardens in the 

village a lot more.   

Traffic problem aside, we    

considered issues such as loud 

noise, particularly late at night 

and drunken behaviour in the 

village, which are covered by 

Anti-social behaviour            

legislation. ‗CCTV‘s monitor 

activity in the village and if 

officers see anything they will 

send a police car through,    

especially in relation to  

underage drinking, a      

common problem for a lot 

of communities‘. ‗Going 

forward, we hope to ask 

shops who sell alcohol if 

they will have the bottles 

marked.  If a youngster is 

caught drinking, police can 

scan the mark to see who 

sold the drink to them.‘ 

Throughout our meeting the 

Inspector constantly        

reiterated that pro-active 

community policing is key to address-

ing the issues we were all so          

concerned about.  ‗If people report 

incidents, they will get a response.  

We can then react to the things that 

are going on and it will help us    

build-up a picture that we can do 

something with. They will not be 

viewed as time wasters at all.‘  We 

really hope people will take his      

advice and pick up the phone as it 

could make all the difference.   

 

Hazel Chisholm 

 

Ch. Inspector Paul Eddington & Sergeant  

In the Dingwall Control Room 

The CCTV Control Centre, Dingwall 

‘MUIR MATTERS’ GOES TO JAIL, BUT ONLY FOR A VISIT.!!! 

A quick snap of Tarradale‘s primary 7 class doing their bit   

towards a cleaner environment. Their object for the day was to 

pick up the windblown litter which flies around our car parks 

and the edges of the school. They would like to see us pay 

more attention to what we do, so here are their rules: 

 

1 Always put your litter in a bin  
2 If there is no bin, or if it is full, take your litter home 

with you.  
3 Encourage friends and family to be responsible about 

litter.  
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New Skate Park 

Progress 
 

As many people know the concrete 

slab for the new skate park was laid in 

February.  This was possible thanks to a £30,000 

grant from the Scottish Executive‘s Youthlink fund.   

The slab is behind the BMX track on the recreation 

ground.   Ramps to go on the slab are ready but    

installation is delayed while tests are carried out to 

make sure that the site is suitable. This is necessary 

because the site is on the old landfill. We have to 

make sure that the ground is not contaminated in a 

way which could cause harm.  Specialist consult-

ants, Fairhurst, have been appointed to do the work 

as required by the Contaminated Land section of the 

Highland Council Tech Services. They have        

recommended that a fence be put around the area of 

the park and this is under discussion with Planning 

to ensure sufficient space for spectators and for 

grass cutting.  Some remedial work, for 

example bringing in extra clean ground 

to increase the cover, may be necessary.   

If all goes well the Group hope to open 

the park in July.   

Nigel Campbell 

Sunflower Competition 

D uring April & May ―Muir   

Matters distributed 900        

sunflower seeds to the pupils of   

Tarradale and Mulbuie Schools.  

Over the summer we can all look 

forward to seeing an explosion of 

colour as the Muir comes alive with 

sunflowers!!!! 

If you want to enter the competition 

don‘t forget to register by leaving your details on our 

answering machine (870822) or  a note in our post-

box. It is anticipated that the judging will take place 

around the end of August.  

―Muir Matters‖ would once again like to thank Colin 

Munro of  ‗Munro‘s Nurseries‘ for his very kind  

donation of the Sunflower seeds. 

Fair in the 

Square 
On Saturday 19th May four Muir 

groups came together to raise 

funds for their respective clubs. 

There were a few showers and the  

sky was overcast but it didn‘t   

detract from this highly successful 

sales event.  

The Outdoor bowlers ran the plant 

stall, taking the well earned sum of 

£400.  

Proceeds from a quiz sheet and the 

sales from their bric-a-brac stall 

netted the Indoor Bowlers £110. 

The winners of the quiz were 1st 

prize G Black, 2nd J Black and 

3rd prize Mrs Margaret Radin. 

Answers to the quiz are displayed 

in Munro‘s the butchers. 

In the Old School the Art Group 

held an exhibition of their work. 

As well as paintings on sale they 

also had a home cook sales table  

and raffle. 

The proceeds from the Art 

Group‘s efforts came to £510         

which is to be donated to the  

Playpark fund. 

Last but not least ‗Muir Matters‘ 

raised the magnificent sum of 

£205 at their bottle stall.  

Each and every group would like 

to thank everyone who helped 

prior to the event, on the day or 

contributed in whatever way they 

could towards making the morning 

such a success.  

Also a huge thank you to all who 

stopped by and purchased from the 

stalls. 

Whilst we welcome and look forward to receiving 

letters and articles for publication in  

‘Muir Matters’ we reserve the  right to alter or 

amend them as we deem necessary.  

 

Please send any correspondence along with your 

name, address and telephone number to the  

address on page 12. 
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The Rovers Quiz 
 

A big thank you to all who donated a prize, bought 

one of the quiz sheets or  contributed in any way. 

The Quiz was a great success and raised £110.00 for 

the Rovers Football Club. 

The prizes were drawn by Lady Sheena Nicholson of   

Inverness. There were no all correct entries, the 

highest score being 26. 

The winners names and answers to 

the quiz are on display at the  

Munro‘s  Butchers Shop, Muir of 

Ord. 

Thank you all 

 

Florrie Macgruer. 

Ally Munro – World 

Masters Champion  
 

According to the on-line encyclopedia, ‗Wikipedia‘, 

‗In their original form many centuries ago, Highland 

games revolved around athletic and sports competi-

tions. Though other activities were always a part of 

the festivities, many today still consider Highland 

athletics are what the games are all about — in short, 

that the athletics are the Games, and all the other   

activities are just entertainment.‘  

A man who would agree with 

this statement is Ally Munro 

who currently holds the World 

Masters Championship title for 

over 50‘s and under 200lbs at 

the games.  He resides in 

Kirkhill and is semi-retired. He 

works at the Outdoor Education 

building in Muir of Ord, carry-

ing out maintenance and gener-

ally keeping the place ticking 

over.    

‗I first got interested in the 

Highland Games when I went 

along to the Games at           

Drumnadrochit.  I had always 

been pretty good at athletics in 

school so I thought, I can do that.  I soon realised 

that it was not as easy as it looks!‘   

Ally entered his first competition aged 31 and hasn‘t 

looked back with over 20 wins under his  belt.  ‗I 

practiced very hard at local circuit level  and then I 

began to get invitations to go abroad.  I‘ve had a 

great life with the games, travelling to 

places like Japan, America, Ireland and 

Russia. The Games are full of very friendly 

people. 

The first amateur international match was 

held between America and Scotland 

in1999. Ally and an American athlete, Kay 

Cummings, were responsible for kick-

starting the event. They each get to choose 

the top six amateur athletes in their country 

and coach them for the event which they 

take turns hosting. The standard is very 

high and the Americans have won for the 

last four years. It‘s a great event and       

always gets a good crowd. 

He says his favourite event is tossing the 

caber, in which he held the record for 9 

years,  adding, ‗Speed is the key to the 

events.  You‘ve got to be explosive!‘ 

He comes across such a friendly and laid-

back man, it is hard to imagine him having 

a competitive edge but his record speaks 

for itself; appearances can be deceiving.  A 

real winner, he says, with a wry smile, ‗I 

am very determined.  The more you prac-

tice, the better you get. After all, nobody is    

interested in second place.‘   

An invitation to compete in Games in Kansas this 

year had to be declined, due to lack of sponsorship, 

Ally admitted  that it might be time to give up         

competing in the games.   

Having just celebrated his 60th birthday and looking 

very fit, something tells me that he might not be 

ready to give it all up and we may yet see an over 

60‘s Highland champion from Kirkhill yet!  

 Hazel Chisholm 

Oops.!!!!!!!!  

How many ‘l’s’ in pavilion? 

It’s bak to Skool for someone!! 
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BRIAN CORBETT 
FULLY EXPERIENCED MUIR OF ORD 

GARDENER/HANDYMAN 
ALL ASPECTS OF HORTICULTURE & LANDSCAPING UNDERTAKEN 

PLUS GENERAL GARDEN WORK.  

HOURLY RATE £9.OO 
(All materials must be bought & supplied by client) 

For more information contact 

01463 871119 (After 6.00pm) 

SUMMER WORK INCLUDES:- 
PRESSURE CLEANING OF DRIVEWAYS & PATHS. WEEDING, 

 FRUIT TREES SPRAYED, PLANTING & PRUNING 

TOOL SHARPENING SERVICE 

 REGULAR MAINTENANCE INCLUDING:- 

DIGGING, WEEDING, HEDGE PRUNING, CLEANING RHONE PIPES 

(SINGLE STOREY ONLY). PATHS LAID,FENCES ERECTED/ PAINTED/

PRESERVED. WEED KILLING SERVICE 

Visit our Free to use Cashline ATM  

(all major Cards Accepted) 

Plus On Demand Euros (Buy & Sell) 

 

Post Office SATELLITE SERVICES at :- 
Marybank Hall (Tuesday & Thursday 10am to 1pm) 

Achterneed Hall (Tuesday & Thursday  1.30 to4.30pm 

 

 

 

 
ROBERTSONS 
THE LARDER 

TOMICH FARM SHOP, BEAULY 
SUMMER IS COMING 

 STRAWBERRIES WILL BE READY SOON  

(AFTER THE 5TH JUNE) 

MAIN CROP STRAWBERRIES OUTSIDE  

AFTER THE END OF JUNE 

RASPS TO FOLLOW IN JULY 

OUR HAPPY HENS ARE LAYING LOTS OF PULLET EGGS 

LOTS OF NEW LINES COMING IN  

COME AND SEE US SOON 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10 TO 5 

SUNDAY 12TO 4 

OR AT THE BLACK ISLE SHOW   

01463 782181 

Local Services 

MUIR OF ORD  

POST OFFICE 
For all your Postal Services,  

Telephone01463 870250 

 

New “HOME SERVICE” to 

Tore Customers  
We can visit you at your home address to deliver your 

order or to carry out a transaction on the following day. 

Your order can also be sent to you by post. 

This is the first service of it’s kind in Scotland , 
but for the moment it only covers the Tore area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In store we have a great selection of greeting cards, toys,       

stationary , wool &  

patterns and much much 

more, all supplied with a 

friendly smile by Robin , 

Jane and their staff. 

ELEANOR FISHER 
In-Touch Therapies 

 
Ord Road, Muir of Ord 

01463 871866 & 07887 556503 
 

Massage : Aromatherapy : 
:  Indian Head Massage :  

Hopi Ear Candles  : 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gift 
Vouchers Available 

www.intouchhighland.co.uk 

naturatanning 
look good feel good…………. 
 
With naturasun spray tanning  

get that holiday look and feeling 
all year round. 
 
For more information or book an appointment 
Call Susan on 01463 871005 or 07732222285 
Certified naturasun operator 

Make an appointment today  



 

 8 ‗Muir Matters‘ Issue 10 

„Muir Matters‟ is supported by The Highland Council 

Weekly Activities  

School Calendar Session 2007/2008 

Monday 
In the Village Hall 

Bodybalance @ 10am to 11am  

In the Free Church Hall, West Road 
Mother & Toddler Afternoon (contact Deirdre 871257) 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 
Scrabble Club meets @ 2.00pm. 

Meet in the Square 
Swimming Club, contact 871200, 870315 or 871731 

 

Tuesday  
In the Free Church Hall, West Road 

Mother & Toddler morning  

 In the Old School  
Art Group @ 7pm 

 

Wednesday  
In the Village Hall 

Babyzone from 9.30 to 11.00am  

(for more details see below)  

Lunch Club @ 12 noon (870065 for futher details) 

Scout Group @ 5.15 to 9.30pm 

(For further details telephone 01463 870810)  

Meet in the Square 
Beginners Jogging @ 1.30pm to 2.30pm plus 

7.00pm to 8.00pm (Age no barrier) Further info. from Joan 

Munro 870237, Hazel Keiro 01997 414376  &  

Ian Dempster 07724 199 880 

Healthways Step-it-up Walking Group @ 2pm 

 

Thursday 
In the Village Hall 

Egyptian Belly Dancing @ 10am 

 Meet in the Square 
Jogging 7.00pm (from 19th April) 

 

Friday  
In the Village Hall 

Legs, Bums & Tums  @ 10.00 - 11.00am 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

‗Coffee at the Kirk‘ 10.30am to 12.30 

In the Free Church Hall, West Road 
Jam Club @ 4.30 to 5.30 (contact Deirdre 871257) 

Friday Zone @ 6.30 (contact Nicki 870250) 

Youth Club @7.30 (contact Chisholm Urquhart 871257) 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 
Challengers for academy age @ 7.30pm  

(contact Alistair  870259) 

 

Saturday 
In the Old School 

Art Group 10am to 12 noon 

Drop in Baby Clinic and Parent & Toddler group  

(pre-playgroup age) 

Every other Wednesday 9.30 to 11.00am in the     

Village Hall. Phone Health Visitor for    

information (783403) 

Brownies, Scouts, Beavers and Cubs (for further  

Details) contact editor@muirmatters.co.uk  

or Telephone 01463 870822 

Babyzone 

Church of God, Muir of Ord. 

Evening Services  

Every Sunday @ 6.30pm 

Village Hall  

 

Local believers organise fellowship meetings.  

Sunday evenings. Everyone Welcome. 

Pastor W G McLaughlan B.A.Hons.PGCE 

 

Contact Church Secretary 01463 870001 

Open Close 

 Friday 

28th June 07 

Tuesday 

14th August 07 

Friday 

5th October 07 

Monday 

22nd October 07 

Thursday 

20th December 07 

Monday 

7th January 08 

Thursday 

20th March 08 

Monday 

7th April 08 

Friday 

27th June 08 

Church of Scotland 

Service times 

 
1st & 3rd Sundays of the month at the West 

Church Urray , 11.00am. 

2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays at the East Church,  

Seaforth Road, 11.00am 

Evening Services at 6.30pm in the East Church. 

Morning crèche available 

Free Church 

Service Times : West Road 

 
Sunday 12 noon and 6.30pm 

Creche Available 
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LAYING DOWN THE   
GAVEL! 

By Phyllis Pegrum 

 

I 
 have just retired from the post of President after 

serving in that capacity for 5 years. 

During my 51 years of membership I have served 

in every office bearers position; President, Vice 

President, Secretary, Treasurer, Magazine Secretary 

and Raffle convenor. You name it and I‘ve done it!! 

From a young age the S.W.R.I was part of my life 

with my granny Mrs Mary Gammie, my aunt Miss 

Ivy Gammie and my mother Mrs Molly Matheson all 

joining the Muir of Ord Institute in 1926. As a     

family we have 81 years of continuous membership 

and I‘m hoping to add still more years to that total. 

The W.R.I has of course changed over the years e.g. 

when I first joined we were shown how to darn a 

sock, make a skirt, cook and home-make and lots of 

other crafts. In this throw away world most of us 

now live, all the crafts are done for pleasure not out 

of necessity. 

In 1956 when I first joined the Muir of Ord S.W.R.I 

the group met in ‗The Hut‘. ‗The Hut‘ which        

belonged to Mrs Fraser-Mackenzie, Croc-na-Baul, 

Corry, Muir of Ord, was situated in a wooded area 

opposite the Free Church on the West Road on a site 

now occupied by the Catto family house. On the  

afternoon of the meetings the main Tea Hostess had 

to go to the ‗Hut‘ and light the range so they could 

boil the kettles for the evening tea. 

From the ‗Hut‘ we moved to the Sunshine Room at 
the School, then the Pavilion and we now meet in the 

Village Hall on the first Monday of each month from 

September to May. We have something different 

each month e.g. demonstrators, speakers, film shows 

etc. The committee tries to find something to suit all 

members tastes and interests. At the moment we 

have a membership of around 40. We would like to 

extend a warm welcome to any new ladies who are 

thinking of joining us. Our next meeting will be held 

on Monday 3rd September @ 7.30pm.  

During the year the Ross-shire Federation of the 

W.R.I. Hold two events, the Bulb & Baking Show in 

March and the Handicraft Show in April. Both 

events give members throughout the Ross-shire area 

an opportunity to show their talents and skills. It is 

not essential to enter these competitions but it is nice 

to be part of the group which does so.  

Our year usually comes to an end with a summer 

outing to somewhere interesting; this year it was to 

Glamis Castle. 

The above photograph was taken at our April       

meeting by Mrs Ann Bell, it shows the present  

members who were all members in the ‗Hut‘. 

From left to right, Mrs Chris Robertson, Mrs Ena 

MacFadyen, Mrs Margaret Smith, Mrs Betty 

Urquart, Mrs Phyllis Pegrum, Mrs Barbara Gordon 

and Mrs Amy Mackenzie. 

Two members who are absent from the photograph 

but also met in the ‗Hut‘ are Mrs Janet MacDonald 

and Mrs Dot Chalmers. 

Just in case you thought 

there were no young   people 

involved or  connected to the 

WRI, here‘s a snap of 

Naiomi McLennan with her 

entry (Potato Head Man) for 

the WRI‘s Bulb and Baking 

Show this spring.  

Not only did Naiomi pick up 

2 gold stars (representing 

between 95/100%marks) for 

her entry, she had great fun 

taking part.  

Well done Naiomi..! 
W.R.I. performance of ‗Cinderella‘.  

Staged in the ‗Hut‘ Circa 1950‘s 
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The Really Really Useful Page 
Shopmobility Highland 

Shopmobility is a service providing, electric scooters, powered and manual 

chairs,  that give you freedom to get about the town easily. This helps people 

who have limited mobility, long or short term, or visual/hearing impairments 

access to shops and to use other facilities in Inverness and Dingwall.  

The service can also provide you with an escort if you require any assistance 

with your shopping, and if you are travelling by public transport chairs can be 

arranged to meet you on your arrival. 

For further information please contact either;  

Falcon Gallery, Car Park Level 2, Eastgate Centre, Inverness, IV2 3PR on  

Telephone 01463 717624 or email shopmo@omn.net  or 

Nicol‘s Court, Dingwall, IV15 9SW; Telephone 01349 866040 or email 

shopmobility.dingwall@ecosse.net 

 Opening Times; Inverness Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 5.00pm.  
Dingwall; Monday to Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm 

Telephone Numbers 
Doctor‘s Surgeries 

Strathlene, Muir of Ord 01463 870843 

Croyard Rd, Beauly  01463 782794 

Dingwall Med. Group  01349 863030 

Aird Practice, Beauly  01463 782214 

Chemist 

Muir of Ord Pharmacy - 01463 870806 

Hospitals 

Raigmore - 01463 704000 

Ross Memorial - 01349 863313 

‗NHS 24‘ - 08454 24 24 24 

Samaritans 

0845 7909090 

Inverness - 01463 713456 

Alcohol DrinkLine 

Freefone - 0800 917 8282 

Childline 

Freefone - 0800 1111 

National Drugs Helpline 

Freefone 0800 77 66 00 

Citizens Advice Bureau 
Dingwall Office - Visit or write to us at 4 Church 

Street, Dingwall, IV15 9SB 

Phone: 01349 864850 Fax: 01349 862898 or 

email :adviser@DingwallCAB.casonline.org.uk 

Office Hours; 10.00 to 2.00 Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Friday 

We are always looking for new volunteers. 

Ross-shire Women's Aid  

We provide refuge, support and 

information to women children and 

young people who have experienced 

Domestic Abuse. To speak to some-

one confidentially please telephone 

01349 863568  Monday to Friday 

10am to 5pm (24 hour answering 

service) 

Contact the Elderly 

Contact the elderly operates throughout 

the Highlands offering Sunday outings, 

Friendship Groups and a visiting service 

for elderly people. 

If you are interested in being part of the 

service either as a member or a volunteer 

please contact the Development Officer 

on 01463 798998 for further details. 

The Handy Person Service 

This service is available to pensioners over 60 and those with 

a disability, who find it difficult or impossible to undertake 

small jobs around their homes. 

Some examples of tasks undertaken are fitting and hanging 

curtains, moving furniture around the house, replacing     

washers, unblocking drains, cleaning gutters (single storey) 

and much more. For more information phone 01349 884774. 

Council Services 

 

Councillor Chisholm 

01463 871681 

david.chisholm.cllr@highland.gov.uk 

*** 

Highland Council - 01463 702000 

*** 

Helen Martin : Youth Worker 

01349 869916 

*** 

Council: Refuse Collection 

01349 863381 

*** 

Dingwall Leisure Centre 

01349 864226 

*** 

M.O.O. Service Point - 01463 870201 

*** 

Schools 

Dingwall Academy - 01349 863071 

Mulbuie - 01349 861289 

Tarradale - 01463 870484 

*** 

Police 

Muir of Ord - 01463 870222 

Crime Stoppers - 0800 555 111 

*** 

Post Office - 01463 870250 

*** 

‗Handy Person Service‘ 

01349 884774  

 

Do you have a useful 

telephone number that 

you could share with us? 

Please get in touch and 

we will add it to our 

Really Really Useful 

Page.  

Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy, the editors of  

‘Muir Matters’ take no  responsibility for errors in articles  submitted. 

Alcohol Counselling Service Ross / Sutherland 

Need someone to talk to? 

Free confidential one to one counselling 

Support for family and friends 

Out of hours confidential answering service 

Telephone 01862 894097  

The agency works throughout Ross-shire & Sutherland and those  

wishing for an appointment will be seen in a confidential setting. 

All our counsellors are trained by Alcohol Focus Scotland 

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am : 4pm. 

mailto:adviser@DingwallCAB.casonline.org.uk
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The Really Really Useful Page 2 
Train Times to and from The Muir 

Muir of Ord to Inverness 

Monday to Saturday 

0754, 0936, 1017, 1116, 1156, 1343, 1408, 1559, 1628,  

1724, 1857, 1945, 2014 & 2235  

Sunday  

1242, 1540, 1548, 1724, 1956 
 

 

 
 
 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0714, 0853, 0915, 1039, 1052, 1217, 1241, 1433, 

 1703, 1753, 1815 & 2039 

Sunday  

1056, 1118, 1800, 1815  

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 

Monday to Saturday 

0734, 0914, 0938, 1103, 1116, 1238, 1304, 1455,  

1726, 1814, 1837 & 2059 

Sunday  

1119, 1138, 1823, 1838 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0744, 0925, 1007, 1052,  1146, 1331, 1400, 1550, 1619 

1715, 1849, 1936, 2005 & 2225 

Sunday 

1233, 1530, 1539, 1715, 1947 

From 20th May 2007 to 8th December 2007 

Library Opening Hours 
Monday 

10 am  – 12..30 pm 

2 - 5 pm and 6 - 8 pm 

Thursday 

10 am - 12.30 pm 

and 

6 - 8 pm 

Friday 

2 - 5 pm 

 

Telephone/Fax 01463 870196 

Talking books for adults and children are available and a 

selection of magazines can be read on the premises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the many other services supplied by the Library are 

photocopying, internet access and Fax facilities. 

Various telephone directories are kept on site and a notice board 

in the corridor advertises local services and events. 

Bus Times to and from  

The Muir 
 

Muir of Ord to Inverness 
Monday to Friday 

0640, 0715, 0805, 0905, 1005, 1105, 1205, 1305, 1405, 

1505, 1605, 1705, 1805, 1917, 2017, 2217 plus 0803, 1105 

&1435 via Kessock & 1803 to Longman bus depot. 

Saturday  

0640, 0715, 0811, 0905, 1005, 1105, 1205, 1305, 1405, 

1505, 1605, 1705, 1810, 1917, 2017, 2217  

plus 0803  & 1435 via Kessock  

Sunday  

1139, 1339, 1539, 1739, & 1959 

 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 
Monday to Friday 

0615*, 0650* , 0745, 0845, 0940, 0945, 1045, 1145, 1245, 

1310, 1345, 1445, 1600, 1610, 1700, 1710, 1800, 

1900,2100, & 2320 

Saturday 

0615*, 0800, 0845, 0940, 0945, 1045, 1145, 1245, 1310, 

1345, 1445, 1600, 1705, 1710, 1800, 1900, 2100, & 2320 

Sunday 

0945, 1145, 1345, 1545 & 1830  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 
Monday to Friday 

0823, 0923, 1013, 1023, 1123, 1223, 1323, 1343, 1423, 

1523, 1638, 1643, 1738, 1844, 1944, 2144 & 0004 

Saturday 

0838, 0923, 1013, 1023, 1123, 1223, 1323, 1343, 1423, 

1523, 1638, 1743, 1844, 1944, 2144 & 0004 

Sunday 

1032, 1232, 1432, 1632, & 1917 

 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 
All times from the Royal Hotel 

Monday to Friday 

0750, 0850, 0950, 1045, 1050, 1150, 1250, 1350, 1415, 

1450, 1550, 1650, 1750, 1905, 2005, 2205 

Saturday 

0756, 0850, 0950, 1045, 1050, 1150, 1250, 1350, 1415, 

1450, 1550, 1650, 1755, 1905, 2005 & 2205 

Sunday 

1128, 1328, 1528, 1728, & 1948 

 

*Leaves from Longman bus depot 

 

From January 2007 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://i1.trekearth.com/photos/23065/pickering_station.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Europe/United_Kingdom/photo419895.htm&h=533&w=800&sz=105&hl=en&start=33&tbnid=U2piVZUlrpYJjM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=143&
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Want to contact us? 

Here we are 

The next issue of „Muir Matters‟ will be on sale from Early September 2007.  

Any articles for inclusion must be submitted by our deadline of Friday 17th August 2007 

The Really Really Useful Page 3 

Opening Hours 

Mon - Tues - Thurs - Fri - 10.15am - 5.00pm 

Wed - 10.15am - 6.30pm 

Sat - Sun - 9.30am - 5.00pm 

Please note that the Centre closes for lunch  

2pm -2.30pm daily 

Please help recycling by separating the material before 

going to the site. 

Using the correct containers for each of the  

materials listed below. 
Cans - Car batteries - Cardboard - Electrical  

Appliances - Engine oil - Garden Waste - Gas  

cylinders - Glass bottles - Paper - Rubble & soil -Scrap metal - 

Textiles -Tyres - White goods  

& Wood 

For more information call 01349 868440 

Household Waste 

Recycling Centre, Dingwall 

The Rape and Abuse Line (RAL) 

The Rape and Abuse line offers a freephone        

confidential helpline to persons who have survived 

rape or abuse no matter how long ago their           

experiences were. We also offer support to the    

family or partner of the person who has been       

affected. We can, where possible, arrange for face to 

face counselling. 

Our helplines are: 

08 08 800 123 answered by female support workers. 

08 08 800 122 answered by male support workers. 

Both lines are manned most evenings between 7pm 

& 10pm. 

(RAL is a registered charity; SC 007515) 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PUBLICISE YOUR  

SERVICES IN  

‘MUIR MATTERS’ NEWSLETTER? 

For further details & cost contact 

Maureen Thomson on 01463 870365 

H 
ave you relatives and friends staying away from the Muir who would be interested in receiving a copy of 

‗Muir Matters‘? We could  mail  them a copy on your behalf for a yearly subscription of: UK 1st class 

£4.80, and overseas rates of: Europe £6.60, World Zones 1 and 2 £8.60. Price includes, ‗Muir Matters‘,  

postage & packing plus 10p handling charge. For more information or if you are housebound please write, email, 

telephone or just pop in and see us, we will be happy to discuss your requirements.  

To order a copy of ‘Muir Matters’ please contact us using the details as given above.  

Back copies of ‗Muir Matters‘ are also available on request.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‗Muir Matters‘ 

Village Hall 

Seaforth Road 

Muir of Ord 

IV6 7TA 

Telephone 01463 870822 

Email; editor@muirmatters.co.uk 

letters@muirmatters.co.uk 

Visit our Website on 

www.muirmatters.co.uk 
 
 

Logo Design by Carrie MacKay 

The Communications Group are looking for old 

photographs of Muir of Ord as part of our Living 

History Project. 

If any of  our readers are in possession of old 

snaps of the village and surrounding area we 

would love to hear from you. 

We promise to take great care of your photographs 

and  return them to you as soon as possible. 

Please contact us using the details as shown above. 
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Local Services 

4, 6, & 8 SEATERS 
Early Morning Service 

Available 

CORRIE HIRE 
 
PRIVATE HIRE TAXI 

Muir of Ord 01463 870568 

Reflexology 
Vertical Reflex Therapy 

Treatment of the whole person  

Through reflex areas in the feet & hands 

Susan Bennetta, IIR, MAR 

West Lodge, Highfield, Muir of Ord 

01463-871900 

CHIQUE BOUTIQUE 
HAIR  & TANNING 

    SALON 
Matrix Products 

Professional Colouring & Cutting by our 
Stylists, Caroline, Donella & Susan 

 
FORBES BUILDINGS, MUIR OF ORD 

Tel: 01463 870 054  

Culture Cuts 
Professional Ladies & Gents Hair Salon 

 
Fancy a new look  

for your summer holidays? 
Call us on 01463 870205  

 
Logan Buildings, Muir of Ord,  

Floral Creations 
                by 

Florrie Macgruer 
 

59 Highfield Circle 
Muir of Ord 

Tele; 01463 870431 
 

Flowers for all occasions 

 

Natural Nails 
Janet Smith 

Qualified Nail Technician 
11, Ord Place, Muir of Ord  

Manicure, Pedicure, Gels, Acrylics  &  Overlays,  
New Body & Facial Waxing 
Daytime & Evening Bookings Available 

For an appointment telephone 01463  870475 , mobile 07745637819 
or email ; majinty@fsmail.net 

Muir Micro Solutions Ltd 
 

Andrew Macleman 
 
Computer Building 
Repairs / Upgrades 
Networks / Consultation 
Tel / Fax No: 01349 866000 / 866111 
E-mail: corrie@ecosse.net 

Muir Micro 

Solutions 

Registered Office 

16 Newmore 

Muir of Ord 

Ross-shire 

IV6 7RG 

Most people in the village are already aware of the 

recent retirement of David and Edna Lyall from the 

local Spar shop. David‘s parents came to Muir of 

Ord a number of years ago and when they retired 

David and Edna carried on the business. We would 

just like to take this opportunity to thank them both 

for their support, both in selling and advertising 

with Muir Matters and to wish them both the very 

best for the future. 

David and Edna have chosen to stay in Muir of 

Ord so we‘ll still be seeing them around the village 

but we‘ve no doubt that they will be missed from 

our High Street.  

 

Picture below The first of the Lyalls in the Muir..! 

We‘d also like to extend a welcome to the new 

proprietor of Spar, Mr Chaudhry and his family. 

We‘ve no doubt that they, like the rest of us, will 

definitely enjoy living and working in Muir of Ord. 
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Pastoral Care Group 
 

In the Church of Scotland we have a pastoral care 

group that visits the house-bound, sick, elderly and 

others in need.  If anyone who presently does not 

receive a visit feels they would like one, please  

contact Ivy on 01463-870308. 

‘Coffee at the Kirk’ 

 

Every Friday morning 10.30am  to 12.30, 

from May to September, 

coffee mornings are 

taking place at the                  

Church Hall, Seaforth 

Road, Muir of Ord. 

 

This is a good  

opportunity to blether, meet other people 

and have a cup of tea or coffee with 

some nice home-baking.  The good news 

is that it’s free. A donation can be made 

if desired. 

We look forward to meeting you. 

More Dates for your Diary 

Holiday Bible Club 
For the past ten years we have been having a     

Holiday Bible Club for primary school children in 

the Church Hall.  This year it takes 

place from  Monday 2 July to Friday 6 

July between 1030 - 1230.  It is free of 

charge and is open to all those presently 

in primary 1 to 7.  This year‘s theme is 

called ‗Jungle Jamboree‘ and is an    

adventure through the jungle. 

 

This is an action packed, fun week that 

includes games, crafts, Bible stories, 

singing, quizzes and drama. 

 

Invitations will be handed out at         

Tarradale, Mulbuie and Marybank       

primary schools.  We would be pleased if 

your children could join us. 

 

If you require any further information contact 

Carole on 01463-871039. 

FLORAL CREATIONS 
 

Open Day, 28th July 2007 
10am - 4pm 

 
New Garden Ornaments - refreshments 
Florrie Macgruer, 59 Highfield Circle. 

Muir of Ord Golf Club will be providing 

coaching to Junior members of our Club in 

the near future.  

We would like to take this              

opportunity to thank S.G.L. Technic Ltd 

for their support with this venture.  

Muir of Ord Golf Club 

Frank & Wendy’s Coffee Morning 
& Sales Table 

  Thursday 7th June 2007 
Tarradale Hall, Seaforth Road 

10am to 12noon 
Admission £1.50 

Includes Coffee & Homemade Scones 
 

Proceeds in aid of Epilepsy Research U.K. 

Dear Muir Matters 
Tarradale Primary School 

Muir of Ord 
Ross-shire 

Scotland  
P6 have been learning about the            
rainforest. We want to help the rainforest. 
So we are holding a rainforest café on 
open parents evening. We want to make 
money to buy a plot of the rainforest. 
Any grateful donations welcome, it would 
be super!!! 
Your sincerely 

Poppy Watson,                       
Danielle MacIver, Fiona Baillie 
& Emily Stoddart. X. 
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Ingredients 

 
6-8 slices medium, crustless white 

bread. 

1½ lb mixed soft fruit 

5 oz caster sugar 

 

Strawberries, raspberries, red and 

black currants as well as cherries, 

are all suitable for this dish, and 

can be varied according to taste 

and availability. The more varied 

the fruits, the tastier the result. 

However avoid using too many 

black currants as their colour and 

flavour will tend to dominate.  

Method 
 

Lightly butter a 1½ pint pudding 

basin. Completely line the basin 

with bread. Take care to fill in any 

gaps with small pieces of bread so 

that no juice can get through when 

you add the fruit. 

Hull and carefully wash the fruit 

and remove the stones from the 

cherries.  

Put the fruit in a heavy based pan 

along with the sugar. Bring to the 

boil over a low heat and allow to 

cook for about 3-5 minutes, only 

until the sugar has dissolved and 

the juices begin to run. Don‘t 

overcook as this will spoil the 

fresh flavour. Remove from the 

heat and allow to cool. 

After setting aside approx. 5 fl. 

ozs. of juice pour the rest of the 

juice and fruit into the basin. 

Cover with another slice of bread. 

Place a small plate or saucer (to fit 

exactly inside the rim of the bowl) 

on top, and weigh down with a 

heavy tin or jar. 

Leave in the refrigerator to chill 

for at least 8 hours. 

Just before serving, turn it out onto 

a large serving dish and spoon the 

reserved juice all over, to soak any 

bits of bread that still look white. 

Serve with a bowl of thick cream. 

  

Oliver R Wilson (Muir of Ord) 

MY fAVOURITe ‘SUMMeR PUddIng’ RecIPe 

A Wee Chat!  
 

―Hello Mattie, how are you today?     

―Oh no so bad, as they say‖   

―Did you vote in thon election?‖ 

―Aye they gave us a fair selection‖  

 

―A bit like noughts and crosses, 

there‘s no much sense in the political bosses‖ 

―They lost papers and stuck some together‖ 

―Well, well did you ever!‖ 

 

―We got a Muir of Ord man 

he‘ll do the best he can 

to put forward some common sense   

and stop them making 

ANOTHER FINE MESS‖!!! 

Minnie 

They say everyone has a book 

in them, well why not make a 

start by writing for us!  

 We welcome anything from 

pieces of writing to poetry and 

letters.  

 
Email: editor@muirmatters.co.uk  

or phone 01463 870822. 

Changing faces on the  
Community Council 

 

 

S ome changes have been made in our Commu-

nity Council after the retirement of our       

Chairman Mr Donald MacRae, and Secretary,     

Mrs Margaret Henson.  

Margaret has served as Secretary for almost 28 

years attending to the detail and administration of 

the Council and making sure that every aspect of 

the Council‘s work was up to scratch. Donald has 

an equally impressive record in the Community 

Council serving as Chairman and Treasurer for 

many years. People such as Margaret and Donald 

are the life blood of a community, without them and 

others like them, we would have lost our              

community identity a long time ago. We‘d like to 

express our grateful thanks for their many years of 

work and commitment to Muir of Ord.  

 

The new Chairman is Mr Tom Davis with Mrs 

Frances MacGruer as the Vice-Chair. Mrs Julie 

MacKeddie takes over the position of Secretary and 

has asked that we remind the community that all 

meetings are open to the public with details of the 

minutes available on the ―Muir Matters‖ website.  

mailto:editor@muirmatters.co.uk
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One hundred 
not out for 

Tom 
 

There is something very life-affirming about being 

in the presence of a new born baby or, at the other 

end of the scale, someone who has reached an age 

most of us only dream of.  One 

thinks of the joy and sadness a   

person would have experienced as 

well as the history they have lived 

through.   

Tom MacIver is one such man.  He 

turns 100 years old later this month 

and has been living in Muir of Ord 

with his daughter, Mhairi, since 

2000.       

He was born on June 13th 1907 and 

raised in Altandubh in the parish of 
Lochbroom, Ross-shire, with six 

siblings.  Tom‘s mother was a 

schoolteacher and his father worked 

a croft. ‗I enjoyed it very much.  

We lived a very rural lifestyle, 32 

miles from the nearest railway    station. I saw a train 

for the first time when I went off to Glasgow Univer-

sity,‘ said Tom, adding that transportation is the   

biggest change he has seen in his lifetime. 

He graduated from university as a teacher in 1928 

and later became a headmaster before moving out of 

teaching after the war because of the centralisation 

of schools.  ‗Due to the improved transport links, 

small schools were closed down and merged‘, said 

Tom who then entered the Youth and Community 

Service in 1950, where he worked until his             

retirement.   

With a great interest in politics to this day, he helped 

revive the Ross-shire Liberal Party organisation and 

restore the area‘s parliamentary seat.  When he     

retired he wrote a book that was published called 

‗Croft Remote‘.  This is set before the First World 

War and is based on his own childhood lovingly   

recalling a lifestyle relatively untouched by twentieth

-century developments. 

When asked about the secret of longevity Tom 

laughs admitting that he is not quite sure but adds, ‗I 

take a bowl of oats each morning for breakfast and 

enjoy everything in moderation.‘  Until recently he 

was still walking to the shops by himself but he is 

taking it a bit easier these days and doing some 

‗armchair‘ gardening which he 

really enjoys.  

They say it‘s a sharp and keen 

mind that keeps you going as 

the years roll by and Tom is a 

great advertisement for this.  

With no hesitation whatsoever, 

he recited a humorous ditty 

(printed  on Page 18) beauti-

fully and without fault. 

‗I‘ll be staying at home for my 

birthday‘, says Tom, who has 

attended three other 100-

birthday celebrations.  He is 

keen to receive his telegram 

from the Queen to add to the 

MBE he was awarded in 1987. 

Tom, a father of three, has   recently become a great-

grandfather and is really looking forward to the  

family visiting on his birthday with the following 

day set aside for friends.  A trip has also been 

planned for a gathering in the village hall in       

Evanton, where he lived for 40 years before moving 

to the Muir.  

We hope he enjoys the coming celebrations and 

would like to take this opportunity to wish him a 

very Happy 100th Birthday with many happy returns! 

 

Hazel Chisholm 

Read Tom’s recitation on page 18 

Summer Activities in the Muir 
 

Over the Summer break, various activities will take place in Muir of Ord. 

Dance Class with Amy Mullen, on 6th July. Live Dangerously - give it a go! 

Pool & Table Tennis Afternoon, 24th July. Why not drop in for a couple of 

games of pool? 

Graffiti Art on Wed 25th July. Display your talents. 

For more information contact Helen Martin on 01349 869916 

 or pick up a copy of the summer brochure. 

(There are other events in the pipeline but dates and venues need to be finalised) 

 Helen Martin, Youth Worker. 
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Over 60’s 
Club News! 

 

By Ken Howie 

Of  all the Clubs in Muir of 

Ord the best attended by far 

is the Over 60s Club which meets 

once a month during the winter 

and spring.It has been in existence 

now for five years and during all 

of that time all of the organisation 

has been carried out by Jim Thom-

son and his wife Maureen. There 

have been many hugely enjoyable 

talks on a wide range of topics in-

cluding local natural history, geol-

ogy, local history, local govern-

ment, travel and health, as well as 

musical evenings and Christmas 

parties. Each year Jim and       

Maureen have organised a "day 

oot"  to destinations such as, 

Cairngorm funicular railway, the 

Castle of Mey , Scone Palace,    

Armadale Gardens on Skye and 

the Highland Folk Museum at 

Newtonmore. The good atten-

dance at all of the events is        

indicative of how much they have 

been enjoyed and appreciated. 

Jim and Maureen have now       

decided to call it a day and hand 

over the responsibility for the    

future of the Club to a group of 

members who have agreed to     

follow in their footsteps. All of the 

members are extremely grateful to 

Jim and Maureen for all of the fun,          

enjoyment and entertainment they 

have provided over the years. 

We thought we‘d let you see a small sample of 

the photographs that have been sent to us over 

the last few months. We‘re hoping to create a 

photo archive for Muir of Ord and when we 

(eventually...!!) get a community centre this is 

where they will find a permanent home. Many 

thanks to those folk who have contributed        

already and special thanks for the efforts of Mrs 

Rita McIver, Mrs Wilma MacKenzie,  

Mrs Margaret Henson, Mr Sandy Pollock and  

Mr Alastair MacKenzie. 

Pictured right: We bet there are plenty of our  

Grannies and Grandas in this pic..! Taken at the 

side of the old Tarradale School building and 

featuring just one of the classes.  Again we‘ve 

no idea of the date but would dearly love to 

know if anyone can identify some of the       

children. 

 
Have a good root around, in the attic, on top of the 

wardrobe or wherever you keep your old photos, 

you never know you may find something to share 

with us!!! 

The picture above appears to have been taken 

in Dingwall but featuring a very classy entry 

from Muir of Ord into the Cycle Parade.! 

If anyone knows anything about this event 

we‘d be delighted to hear from them. 

 

Pictured left is a fantastic snap of the Distillery 

workers a number of years ago. We only know 

a few of the faces and don‘t have a date. Can 

anyone help? 
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We are very fortunate here in Muir 

of Ord when it comes to collec-

tions and disposal of unwanted 

items and garden rubbish. Even 

before the arrival of our BROWN 

BINS, all one had to do was bag 

up the rubbish, telephone the 

Council offices and, free of charge 

5 black bin bags would be          

collected and disposed of. 

So why are people still depositing 

grass cuttings, hedge cutting trim-

mings, etc over the fence by the 

Ord Lochan Ponds? 

This area should be an attractive 

highlight, encouraging wildlife, 

where in fact it is a disgrace. 

Not only is it untidy it also smells 

and one has to tread very carefully 

to avoid all the dog mess on the 

pavements. 

Some time ago a group of local 

volunteers spent their weekends 

cleaning all this area but to see it 

now one would never know. 

Surely it is not too much to ask 

people to take some pride in their 

surroundings and the village and 

dispose of their rubbish correctly. 

 

Name & Address supplied. 

 

Dear Editor, 

All too often we all find things to 

complain about but on this occa-

sion and on behalf of the staff at 

Spar Grocers, Forbes Cafe and 

Forbes Shop I would like to praise 

and thank the workforce of U.B.C. 

(young & old) for their custom, 

manners and often humourous 

craic when visiting these shops...!! 

Haste ye back 

Ann Bell 

Dear Editor, 

Through your paper I would like 

to thank Cllr. Chisholm and the 

Highland Council Tech Services 

for the excellent job that has been 

made of upgrading the car park 

adjacent to the Service Point.  

What a difference the new surface 

and white-lining has made to this 

area. ‗Donalds‘ new hut, the new 

re-sited waste paper containers 

and the re-siting of the other      

recycle bins have all improved 

what was an eyesore into a much 

improved part of the village. 

 

T Wilson 

 

Dear Muir Matters 

 

 I wonder if your readers can help 

me find 2 books which are part of 

the Zion Chronicles. They are a 

series of 5 books by Bodie 

Thoene. 

The titles I would like are ‗A Light 

in Zion‘ & ‗The Key to Zion‘.  I 

am told they are out of print, so it 

would be great if someone would 

lend them to me. It‘s always good 

to know the end of a story. 

Thank you 

Ivy Garrick 

01463 870308 

Letters to the Editor 

Continued from page16 

Tom’s recitation: 
‗Just wait and I’ll tell you a thing that is drawl that happened to me, John MacDonald from Cawl.  I was 

walking one evening, just taking a stroll, when who should I meet but Robina. 

‘Oh, and is it yourself dear Robina? I cried. ‘Its long since I saw you dear John’, she replied. 

So then I just started to walk by her side and so I went home with Robina. 

But when we arrived at the house where she stayed I looked in surprise and my heart was dismayed.  The 

house was so grand that it made me afraid; myself was no match for Robina. 

‘Robina’, I said, in a voice that was sad, ‘do you mind when in Cawl we were lassie and lad and those   

joyful and beautiful days that we had, cutting the peat’s, dear Robina?’ 

‘And do you remember how often we met, when the grass with the dew of the evening was wet?  My heart is 

full of those memories yet and have you forgotten, Robina?’ 

And Robina, she looked at me with surprise and with wonder I saw there were tears in her eyes but then in 

the stillness a window did rise and a lady did cry sharply, ‘Robina!’ 

‘Oh, the mistress is calling’, the girl said and veered ‘and I must be saying goodnight to you dear.  For 

John, I’m just the laundry maid here.’  And into the house ran Robina.   

I stood and I laughed, I was feeling so glad but aft I first thought was a wee dram that I had but I said to 

myself, John Macdonald my lad, yourself is the boy for Robina. 

In the Island of Cawl there was married a pair, and myself and my sweetheart, Robina, were there.  But I 

thought, as I looked at the maidens so fair that the pick of them all was Robina. 

And who was the bridegroom and who was the bride, the lassie so lovely who stood at his side?  My secrets 

so joyful, no more can I hide, the pair was just me and Robina.’ 

I wrote such melancholy things when I was young that I am obliged to be unusually cheerful and robust in my 

old age.                                                                                                                                          Christina Rossetti 
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 Young Voices 

I'm sure you'll agree from looking 

at the photo we all had a great 

time. On Saturday 19th May the 

Free Church youth club held an 

afternoon away and enjoyed the 

activities at Rollerbowl,                       

Inverness..30 youngsters came 

along with 5 adult leaders includ-

ing our new minister, Rev. Gordon 

Martin. On our return to the church 

hall the kids played with all the 

usual youth club equipment such 

as pool, table tennis, play station, 

table football, darts. 

Meanwhile the leaders prepared 

pizza and snacks which were      

enjoyed by all. 

We would like to thank Highland 

Council and   

BIythswood for 

the use of their 

minibus. Also, a 

big thank you to 

the Free Church 

who so kindly 

provided the 

food on our     

return from     

Inverness and 

allowed us the 

use of the hall.  

The youth club runs every second 

Tuesday during term time and is 

open to primary 7 and up to     

leaving academy age. New faces 

are always made welcome. 

„Race for Life‟ 
 

P 
ictured are some of the Muir of Ord entrants in 

this year‘s Race for Life. Since it started in 

1994, Race for Life has grown to become the 

UK‘s biggest women-only fundraising event. All the 

money raised by the participants helps fund the    

crucial work of Cancer Research UK – the world‘s 

leading independent organisation dedicated to cancer 

research. So far, over two million women of all ages 

have run, walked or jogged to raise over £140        

million in sponsorship for the charity. No mean feat, 

we‘re sure you‘ll agree, and it‘s great to see Muir of 

Ord involved. Well done and thank you to everyone 

who took part. 

“P in the Palace” 

in memory of Carol MacKay 

 
by Garry Clark 

L ast year I held a party for my Mam to raise 

funds for the MacMillan Nurses. 

I‘m glad to say the party was a huge success and as 

you know we raised £2085.06 as a result.  

This year we are holding it again at the Muir of Ord 

Rovers Football Pitch in August and have limited it 

to invitation only to Mam‘s close friends and to   

family. The Party has been organised with approval 

from the Rovers Football Club, and advice sought 

from Northern Constabulary, Highland Council and 

Councillor David Chisholm. The marquee will be 

surrounded by secure fencing and we also  have      

security at the event.  

Sadly, it has been brought to my attention that some 

people have voiced their concerns about this event. 

Please let me assure everyone that this will run as 

smoothly as last year and raise even more money for 

such a worthy cause as the MacMillan Nurses.  

I speak on behalf of my family when I say that dur-

ing Mam‘s illness we wouldn‘t have been able to 

cope without their help.  

―Let‘s all hope that the small minded people who are 

tittle-tattling about this fundraising event never find 

themselves in need of such a worthy charity as the 

MacMillan Nurses.‖ 

Urray Free Church 

Youth Club at  

Rollerbowl. 
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Name……………………………...……………. 

 

Address………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………. 

 

P/Code…………..Tel/No………………………. 

 

Signed………………………………………….. 

 

For a chance of winning a £10.00 Book Token, fill 

in the above form and send the completed grid in a 

sealed envelope (photocopies not accepted) to 

„Muir Matters‟ Prize Crossword No 10, Village 

Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA. 

Entries must be received by Friday July 27th  07 

 

The first correct entry drawn after the closing date 

will win the prize. Answers and winners name will 

be published in our next Issue.  

 1 2  3  4  5   

6          7 

8      9     

    10 11      

12    13    14   

           

15  16  17  18  19   

    20       

21      22     

           

 23          

Across 

1) Scarlet perhaps? (9) 

8) A greeting (5) 

9) A herb (5) 

10) Welsh river (3) 

12) Plant seeds (3) 

13) Utter (5) 

14) Towards the rear (5) 

15) Hard fruit (3) 

17) Cleopatra‘s killer (3) 

19) Doctor? (3) 

20) Woman‘s name(3) 

21) All together musically (5) 

22) Turn away (5) 

23) Jack grew one (9) 

 

Down 

2) Relative by marriage (5) 

3) Holy (5) 

4) Marciano perhaps? (5) 

5) Heath genus (5) 

6) They could be sweet, horse or 

water (9) 

7) Salad vegetables (9) 

11) Saucy dance (5) 

16) An old tax (5) 

17) Relating to birds (5) 

18) Place in the ground(5) 

19) ….. of fortune (5) 

Published & Printed by Muir of Ord Communications Group, Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA 

Congratulations to  

Mrs Esther Thomas,  

4 Distillery Cottages, Muir of Ord 

on winning our prize Crossword No 9.  

Esther wins a £10.00 book token. 
Solution 

Across:  

2) Bourach (boorach) 6) Loo 7) Eft 8) Bow 

(Bob) 9) Elms 11) Stoa 12) Scratch 13)     

Initial 16) Rone 17) Mill 18) Ego 19) Emu 

20)Hod 21) Spurtle 

Down:  

1) Cleethorpes 2) Booms 3) Rioja 4) Heath 5) 

Strathclyde 10) Scone 11) Scram 13) Incus 

14) Tiger 15) Lithe 

The Winner of our 

“Who am I” Competition 

was Mrs M MacGourlay 

Burns Avenue. 

The correct answer was: 

Sir Hector MacDonald 

Congratulations Maureen 

******** 

The „Find the Sunflower‟ 

Competition winner was 

Miss Hannah Reid 

Bucksburn 

Aberdeen 

Congratulations Hannah 

on correctly finding 12 

Sunflower heads. 

Young‟uns Spot the Difference Competition ? 
For a chance to win £10.00 in our ‗Spot the Difference Competition‘ find and circle the 6 

differences between the two pictures.  

Send in the right-hand picture with the differences circled, along with your name, age, tele-

phone number and address to: ‗Spot the Difference‘ Competition, Muir Matters. Seaforth 

Road, 


