
 

E veryone knows that our Changing 

Room project has been on the horizon 

for probably 5 years, but  became        

possible about 2 years ago thanks to Cath       

MacKay, and our Treasurer's sums.  Funding     

Applications were sent to many organisations 

including Community Environmental Renewal 

Scheme, Community Gain Fund, Councillor‘s 

Discretionary Budget, H.I.E. (formerly RACE) 

and were jointly dealt with by Cath and Danny 

MacKay.  Danny, also liaised with Stephen 

Forbes to get it to the building stage.   

 

On Saturday 25 August a large crowd was in           

attendance to celebrate, along with the committee,  

our Grand Opening.  There were refreshments and a 

buffet available all day. Cllr. Angela MacLean and 

husband David joined us and David also played in 

the older/senior game.  We hope he has recovered..! 

 

The day started at 11am with 80 children taking part 

in an under 12 football festival.  At 12.30 the    

senior/old second XI team challenged the old     

Amateur team and it was really nice to see so many 

faces from the past.  The Second XI team beat the 

Amateur's 3-2 and there were lots of bright red ‗well 

kent‘ faces to be seen for at least an hour later. 

 

At 1.45 Frances MacGruer welcomed the crowd and           

introduced the office bearers, Cath MacKay, Julie 

MacKeddie and Leonard Fraser. At this point she 

called upon Julie to mark the occasion, by gifting 

Cath & Danny MacKay and Stephen Forbes for their 

involvement at the start of the project, with a crystal 

block with the Rovers logo and date engraved on 

it.  Julie also presented Dan MacRae with the same 

gift as a token of appreciation for the hard work he 

has done and still does not only for our club but the 

village itself.  

Turn to Page 3 
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“M uir Matters” would like to apologise to all 

our readers for this issue being printed in 

black & white. 

Over the past few months we have been in dispute 

with the printer manufacturer regarding its repair.  

However at long last, having received a full refund 

on the old printer we are now in a position to set 

about purchasing or leasing a new one.  

Over the next few weeks we shall be examining all 

options, but rest assured we’ll be back to colour in 

the December Issue. 

Winner of the 2007 MFR Best Community Initiative Award 

‘Muir Matters’‘Muir Matters’  

WHAT A RESULT!! 
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Liz Cowie 
Ward Manager (Dingwall and Seaforth – Ward 9)  

My name is Liz Cowie and I was 

appointed to the post of Ward    

Manager on the 28th of May.  To 

give a bit of background, the     

Highland Council took a number of 

key decisions last year in prepara-

tion for the creation of the new      

system of 22 multi-member wards.  

One of these decisions was to       

appoint Ward   Managers across the 

Highlands to ensure the efficient 

delivery of   services within each ward and to work with 

the Elected Members to achieve this.  The Dingwall and 

Seaforth Ward mainly covers the communities of        

Dingwall, Maryburgh, Conon Bridge and Muir of Ord 

and the Councillors serving the Ward are David         

Chisholm, Angela MacLean, Peter Cairns and Margaret 

Paterson.  The old system of one Councillor being elected 

for one Ward area (e.g. the old Tarradale Ward) is no 

longer in place.  If you have an issue that you want to 

raise with your Councillor, there are now four represent-

ing you across the bigger Ward. 

The job is absolutely new as is the new system.  Working 

with the four councillors across the Ward means that 

there is a lot on the agenda and for Muir of Ord, high on 

that agenda are issues such as the railway bridge replace-

ment and addressing the issue of a leisure facility for the 

community.  There are also a number of regular day to 

day issues that are raised with the Members that I will 

work with other Services to sort out wherever possible.  

The variety in the job is already incredible and can range 

from helping to sort out issues such as the CCTV camera 

system to helping the Playgroup Project with the funding 

for the new playpark.  

Part of my role is also to administer the Ward Forum.  

This comprises the Ward Members as well as representa-

tives from the Police and from community partners such 

as the local Community Councils.   Community Councils 

are the key partners in the Dingwall and Seaforth Ward 

Forum and will be representing community views and 

working with the Members to improve services and to 

ensure strategic representation at Highland Council.  

Ward Forums have been set up across the Highlands to 

help you have your say in what's happening in your area. 

The Forums meet regularly in public and are led by the 

Ward Members for your area.  The meetings last for up to 

2 hours, with a 20-minute slot allocated at the end of the 

meeting for questions from the public.  

Each Ward has a Ward Profile on the Highland Council‘s 

internet site and I am responsible for developing that and 

ensuring that the information is useful and up to date.  

For example, information on the Ward Forum is regularly 

posted on the site as are dates and agendas for forthcom-

ing meetings.  The contact details for all four Councillors 

are also listed.  Feedback on the Ward Profile would be 

welcome and any suggestions to improve the content 

would be very welcome. 

 

M uir of Ord‘s Service Point had a 

visitor today. Charles Kennedy 

MP was holding a surgery in the village 

so Muir Matters went along to have an 

informal chat and to ask his opinion on 

a few topics.  

Clearly well informed about various 

issues that affect Muir of Ord,             

especially in regard to facilities and 

housing, he  explained that it was        

particularly important that while recog-

nising the need for more affordable 

housing it should not be forgotten that 

our communities also require the social 

infrastructure to match. Without this our 

communities run the risk of  becoming no more than a 

collection of housing schemes. 

Given Muir of Ord‘s development over the last few years 

and our dire need for facilities, we couldn‘t help feeling 

that he was spot on with that one..! 

On a lighter note (and knowing that 

he voted to outlaw smacking children 

in November 2004) we asked if now 

that he‘s the father of a lively toddler 

perhaps he‘d had had a change of 

heart.? A shake of the head was      

followed by that well-known boyish 

grin.! I would vote the same way    

today he says, but agrees that being a 

parent definitely gives you a better 

all round and healthier outlook on 

many subjects.  

All too soon it was time to wind up 

as Mr Kennedy had another appoint-

ment in Dingwall but he will be back 

in Muir of Ord in the future as he has now  included the 

village on his surgery list and has plans to meet with 

some of Muir of Ord‘s Youth Council later in the year.  

Pictured with Mr Kennedy are the  service point manager 

Cathel and his assistant Lorraine. 

‘Muir Matters’ Website is at the       

moment undergoing a few changes, 

one of which will be the inclusion of 

the Community Council and            

Community Association minutes.  

Keep watching our Website. 

Piping Triumph for Ashleigh 
 

At the Dunrobin Castle Piping Championships, Muir of 

Ord‘s Ashleigh Bell was champion & first winner of the 

Charlie O‘Brien Memorial Cup in the under 18 section 

Congratulations Ashleigh 
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Continued from Page 1. 

For some time the Rovers wondered who would   

officially open our new building and after a conver-

sation with Jess in Forbes, the seed was sown.  A 

welcome was extended to Jimmy MacKenzie 

(Tormuick) the only surviving founder member of 

the original MOO.R.F.C. which was formed around 

1946/47.  Our youngest member of the Rovers, Liam 

Ross, joined Jimmy the oldest member of 

MOO.R.F.C. to cut the ribbon jointly and officially 

declare our new changing rooms open. 

 

At 3pm the North Caledonia League game Muir of 

Ord v Balintore got underway and resulted in a 2-2 

draw.  The club then entertained Balintore with soup 

and buffet upstairs and presented them with a gift to 

mark the occasion and Captain Davie Brennan cut a 

beautiful cake baked and donated by Annabel     

Sutherland. 

 

Thanks must go to all the         

businesses too many to mention 

who supplied us with materials 

either free of charge or at a very 

reasonable price.  Also to the boys 

of the committee and to those not 

directly involved with the commit-

tee, again too many to mention, 

our heartfelt thanks go to you 

all.  I would also like to say that 

our apologies do go to those who 

did offer help and we didn't get in 

touch with you. Our thanks also go to you, but we 

have been amazed at the huge support that we got 

from the village.  The people of the village who have 

given repeatedly to the club by buying our raffle 

tickets every year, supporting and taking part in our 

pantomimes, supporting the kids on their sponsored 

walk, attending our annual ―Flash of Tartan‖ to 

name but a few of our fundraising events, please 

take great pride in this building because without you 

we would never have been in this position. 

The club would also like to thank everyone who 

helped make this day a huge success especially to 

the ladies who helped us feed everyone - you know 

who you are.  Also to those who loaned us photos 

for the day. Many people went through the memora-

bilia tent and lots of happy football memories were 

talked about into the wee small hours, when they got 

their breath back!!  

Frances MacGuer 
 

Volunteers wanted, see page 19 for details 

INNER-HEALTH 
Scotland’s only Physiotherm whole body deep heat 

therapy centre 

 

Relieves Back & Muscle pain  

Joints / Aches and pains 

     Stress Conditions 

Arthritis & Osteoarthritis 

Back Skin Problems, No more 

creams or medication for Ezema, 

Acne & Psrosiasis. 

 

JUST HEAT, FEEL THE RELIEF 

Prices from £12.50 - £20.00 per session 

5 Bridgend Business Park, Strathpeffer Rd.  

Dingwall, IV15 9GF 

Phone; 01349 866407 

Web Site; www.infrared-therapy.co.uk 

Email; ann@infrared-therapy.co.uk  

 

Tartan & Lace 

Inchvannie Court, Dingwall 

 

Highland Dress Sales & Hire for that 

special occasion 

 

Bridal Tiaras, Fascinators &  

Bridesmaids’ Accessories 

 

Specialist in Bespoke, Handcrafted & Celtic 

items. 

Handmade Kilt Orders now taken for Christmas 

& Hogmanay from £325. 

21st Birthday, Full Package and Forces /

Emergency Services Discount Available 
 

Call Sonya on 01349 865009 

5% Discount on production of this voucher 
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Muir of Ord Library 

10.40 - 11.00am 

Thursday 20th Sept & Thursday Oct 4th 

 

For more details contact; Muir of Ord Library on 

01463 870196 or email  

Muiroford,library@highland.gov.uk 

Sunflower Competition 

P ictured with her prize    

winning   Sunflower is 

9 year old Katie Reese of 

Teandallach.  

Green fingered Katie who 

attends Tarradale School 

has it would seem learnt 

her gardening skills from 

her mum Alison, who we 

discovered won 1st Prize 

for her French Marigolds 

at this year‘s Black Isle 

Show! 

Our entries were judged by 

Mr Dan MacRae. 

Carbon footprint.  

Hi Mattie you do look very glum. 

 Have you just eaten a sour plum? 

     

  No Minnie, it's what I hear in the news, 

This global warming gives me the blues. 

 

  For my carbon footprint is a fair size 

the carbon factory will be a bigger surprise. 

 

      But who fills the kettle its me you see 

      When all I drink is one cup of tea 

 

      Don't worry Mattie the cure they will find  

      Just drink 4 cups and SAVE MANKIND. 

Minnie 

Curling Club 

 

We compete in the Ross & Cromarty Curling      

Province B & C Leagues.  

Games are played in the Inverness Ice Rink, Bught 

Park on Monday evenings at &7.30pm & 9.30pm  

New Members are always welcome whether          

experienced or novice. 

 

For further details contact 

Tom Inglis on 01463 870693 

or email 

tommyinglis@aol.com 

Indoor Bowling 
Commences Saturday 6th October 

Village Hall 7pm - 10pm 

 

Old & New Members welcome 

Bridge Club 
Commences Thursday 28th  

September 

GP Room Tarradale School  

7pm - 9.30pm 

Old & New Members welcome 

Country Dancing 
 

Commences Monday  

15th October 

Village Hall 7.30 - 9.30pm 

New fun for Muir children 
 

A group of Muir parents has formed 

to organise some new activities for 

children in the village.  Possibilities 

are Music & Movement sessions,      

another parent & baby group & 

story-telling.  

So far the group is concentrating on 

pre-schoolers but there‘s plenty 

scope for expansion!  

If anyone would like more informa-

tion, or has ideas and wants to get involved, then 

look out for posters in the usual places or call either 

Jenny on 871166 or Lizbeth on 870865. 

Diary Dates 

Whilst we welcome and look forward to receiving letters and articles for publication in ‘Muir Matters’ 

we reserve the right to alter or amend them as we deem necessary. All correspondence must be  

accompanied by your name, address and telephone number. Our address can be found on page 12. 
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MUIR TALENT 

UNEARTHED 
 

I t was the broken hand of a doll that started Rose 

Simmons‘s hobby of doll-making and having a 

few hours to kill in the evening that eventually led to 

Brian Perries‘ love of 

model-making. 

 

A visit to Rose‘s 

house to see her doll 

collection  revealed 

the detail involved in 

the craft, as well as 

the creative talent and 

patience it takes to 

make each doll.   

‗It takes about six 

weeks to make a doll, 

from pouring the 

mould to creating the 

finishing touches‘, 

says Rose, who 

started making dolls 

along with her daughter, Julie, when they were living 

in Australia.  ‗Julie came home with a clown doll she 

had bought but when she unwrapped it, the hand was 

broken.  The shop informed her they were sold out 

and it was then I remembered seeing an advert on 

TV about a lady who fixed dolls.  Eventually we dis-

covered she ran doll-making classes.  We were 

hooked from the start and attended classes for ten 

years, entering competitions on different levels.‘   

Indeed, many of the dolls display prize-winning    

ribbons or rosettes.  The dolls, male as well as       

female, are all unique in looks and that in turn gives 

them their own personality.  Each strand of hair has 

to be individually sown into the scalp and the face 

painting executed with extreme care.  All the clothes 

are hand-made. 

Rose also has a wonderful collection of eggs that she 

painted herself having 

decorated everything 

from duck eggs to Emu 

and Ostrich ones. 

A very talented and 

creative person, she ran 

her own craft group in 

Australia where she says 

they are very popular, with at least one craft group in 

every town or village. 

Rose returned to the UK in 1993 and moved to Muir 

of Ord just over three years ago with her husband, 

who sadly died soon after.  She has since settled in 

Inverness. 

 

I f attention to detail in doll-making is a must, 

model-making is just as demanding as Brian of 

Lilyloch, Muir of Ord can prove. 

 

Brian, pictured above with his model of  

‘The Tarradale’ 

 

‗I‘ve been making models most of my adult life‘,  

says Brian, who started making model railways 

while he was working in Edinburgh aged 19.  He had 

to give it up though as he couldn‘t afford the rolling 

stock. 

Brian is currently stationmaster at Dingwall, which 

he thoroughly enjoys but he says the job to begin 

with was a bit quiet when he started almost 13 years 

ago so again, he needed something to fill in the time.   

In 2000 he decided to make a model of The          

Tarradale Hotel.  It took two years to make and is 

made out of layers of hard card except for the doors 

and windows, which are wooden.  ‗I make the basic 

shape like a jigsaw and then fit it all together‘, says  

Turn to page 6 
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Continued from Page 5 

 

Brian adding that it‘s the first large model that he 

did. 

On display at Brian‘s house were a number of other  

models that he has made and the attention to detail  

is wonderful.  These models are perfect miniatures 

with lights inside as well as furniture and staircases. 

Brian, like Rose, seems to possess great talent and 

creativity.  He painted for a spell showing me an oil 

on canvas of Beethoven which was a great likeness. 

He did, however, have a stroke two years ago and 

has only got his enthusiasm back to continue with 

his model-making recently.  He is presently working 

on a model of a pub and a garage as well as making 

a farm wagon for the garden. 

 

Hazel Chisholm Glen Carse Station, between Dundee & Perth. 

W ith reference to the old school photo in the 

June Issue, it was taken in the 1920s as can be 

seen from a photograph printed in the North Star, I 

think!  

There is only one person that we can identify—the 

little girl second from the left on the second front 

row is Jessie Logan (she went by the name of Essie) 

who was my auntie and was born in 1919 so I would 

think the photo was taken mid to late 1920s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to Eileen Logan of Highfield     

Circle for sending us the above information. 

ROAD SAFETY 

UPDATE 
 

W e‘re still gathering           

signatures on our road 

safety petition and we‘re delighted 

to say that the petition has been 

signed by many of our local      

residents and also by many of our 

Highland MSPs at Holyrood. It‘s 

good to know we‘ve got their   

support.  

The police have also 

taken our concerns 

about speeding etc. 

seriously and are    

currently using       

several avenues open to them to 

address these issues. Nowadays, it 

usually appears that there is no 

such thing as the old fashioned 

―speed trap‖ but Northern        

Constabulary  tells us it doesn‘t 

mean that speeding through the 

village isn‘t monitored.              

Unmarked police vehicles and a 

camera van are just a couple of 

methods which are being used at 

the moment to keep tabs on this.  

Some folk may have noticed that 

we also have the traffic warden 

making visits to the Muir and 

hopefully this will help with the 

problems caused by careless       

parking.  

We‘ll keep you 

posted on this        

subject. 

Bowling Club's New Bowl Gatherers 
In June, Muir of Ord 

Bowling Club received a 

donation from Diagio, the 

owners of Muir of Ord 

Distillery to buy bowl 

gatherers for the club. 

Throughout the season 

there have been many    

favourable comments 

from both our own     

members and visiting 

teams alike, as in past   

seasons the bowls had to 

be kicked up the green at 

the finish of each end - no light task. 

This is a picture of this simple piece of equipment 

in action, making light of the task it was designed 

for. 

THANK YOU DIAGIO. 



 

 Issue 11 ‗Muir Matters‘ 7 

BRIAN CORBETT 
FULLY EXPERIENCED MUIR OF ORD 

GARDENER/HANDYMAN 
ALL ASPECTS OF HORTICULTURE & LANDSCAPING UNDERTAKEN 

PLUS GENERAL GARDEN WORK.  

HOURLY RATE £9.OO 
(All materials must be bought & supplied by client) 

For more information contact 

01463 871119 (After 6.00pm) 

AUTUMN WORK INCLUDES:- 
PRESSURE CLEANING OF DRIVEWAYS & PATHS. WEEDING, 

 FRUIT TREES SPRAYED, PLANTING & PRUNING 

TOOL SHARPENING SERVICE 

 REGULAR MAINTENANCE INCLUDING:- 

DIGGING, WEEDING, HEDGE PRUNING, CLEANING RHONE PIPES 

(SINGLE STOREY ONLY). PATHS LAID,FENCES ERECTED/ PAINTED/

PRESERVED. WEED KILLING SERVICE 

Post Office SATELLITE SERVICES at :- 
Marybank Hall (Tuesday & Thursday 10am to 1pm) 

Achterneed Hall (Tuesday & Thursday  1.30 to4.30pm 

ROBERTSONS 

 

 

 
THE LARDER 

TOMICH FARM SHOP, BEAULY 
Our own free range eggs, Pork sausages, dry cured 

bacon, venison, free range Aberdeen Angus beef,  

wild boar, vegetables, cheese, honey. Home baking,          

preserves, oatcakes, ice cream, gifts and lots more! 

The Larder is packed with a delicious range  

of old fashioned quality products that  

you won’t find in supermarkets. 

Visit us ½ mile north of Beauly on the A862 
Look for the big strawman  

Open Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm    Sun 12 - 4pm 
01463 782181 

Robertsonstomichfarmshop.co.uk 

Local Services 

MUIR OF ORD  

POST OFFICE 
For all your Postal Services 

Toys * Cards* Confectionery * Wool 

Faxing & Photo Copying, Free to use Cashline  

On demand Euros (Buy & Sell) 

Telephone01463 870250 

 
 

ELEANOR FISHER 
In-Touch Therapies 

 
Ord Road, Muir of Ord 

01463 871866 & 07887 556503 
 

Massage : Aromatherapy : 
:  Indian Head Massage :  

Hopi Ear Candles  : 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gift 
Vouchers Available 

www.intouchhighland.co.uk 

naturatanning 
look good feel good…………. 
 
With naturasun spray tanning  

get that holiday look and feeling 
all year round. 
 
For more information or book an appointment 
Call Susan on 01463 871005 or 07732222285 
Certified naturasun operator 

Make an appointment today  

REFLEXOLOGY 
for stress relief and help with  

a wide range of health conditions 

 

Daytime / evening appointments and 

home visits. 
Taster sessions and gift vouchers 

available. 

Susan Bennetta, IIR, MAR 

West Lodge, Highfield, Muir of Ord  

Tel: 01463-871900 
 

Member of the NHS Directory of  
Complementary and Alternative 

Practitioners 
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Weekly Activities  

School Calendar Session 2007/2008 

Monday 
In the Village Hall 

Bodybalance @ 10am to 11am  

In the Free Church Hall, West Road 
Mother & Toddler Afternoon (contact Deirdre 871257) 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 
Scrabble Club meets @ 2.00pm. 

Meet in the Square 
Swimming Club, contact 871200, 870315 or 871731 

 

Tuesday  
In the Free Church Hall, West Road 

Noah's Ark Group 10am - 11.30am  

 In the Old School  
Art Group @ 7pm 

 

Wednesday  
In the Village Hall 

Babyzone from 9.30 to 1.30pm  

(for more details see below)  

Lunch Club @ 12 noon (870065 for futher details) 

Scout Group @ 5.15 to 9.30pm 

(For further details telephone 01463 870810)  

Meet in the Square 
Beginners Jogging @ 1.30pm to 2.30pm plus 

7.00pm to 8.00pm (Age no barrier) Further info. from Joan 

Munro 870237, Hazel Keiro 01997 414376  &  

Ian Dempster 07724 199 880 

Healthways Step-it-up Walking Group @ 2pm 

 

Thursday 
In the Village Hall 

Egyptian Belly Dancing @ 10am - 11.30am 

Hip Hop Street Dance @ 7 - 8pm 

 Meet in the Square 
Jogging 7.00pm (will be stopping during winter months) 

 

Friday  
In the Village Hall 

Legs, Bums & Tums  @ 10.00 - 11.00am 

Step & Step Dance @ 6.15 - 8.30pm 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

‗Coffee at the Kirk‘ 10.30am to 12.30 

In the Free Church Hall, West Road 
Jam Club @ 4 to 5pm (contact Deirdre 871257) 

Friday Zone @ 6.30 (contact Nicki 870250) 

Youth Club @7.30 (contact Chisholm Urquhart 871257) 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 
Challengers academy age @ 7.30pm ( Alistair  870259) 

 

Saturday 
In the Old School 

Art Group 10am to 12 noon 

Drop in Baby Clinic and Parent & Toddler group  

(pre-playgroup age) 

Every other Wednesday 9.30 to 11.00am in the     

Village Hall. Phone Health Visitor for    

information (783403) 

Brownies, Scouts, Beavers and Cubs (for further  

Details) contact editor@muirmatters.co.uk  

or Telephone 01463 870822 

Babyzone 

Church of God, Muir of Ord. 

Evening Services  

Every Sunday @ 6.30pm 

Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

Local believers organise fellowship meetings.  

Sunday evenings. Everyone Welcome. 

Pastor W G McLaughlan B.A.Hons.PGCE 

Contact Church Secretary 01463 870001 

Open Close 

 Friday 

5th October 07 

Monday 

22nd October 07 

Thursday 

20th December 07 

Monday 

7th January 08 

Thursday 

20th March 08 

Monday 

7th April 08 

Friday 

27th June 08 

Church of Scotland 
Service times: 

1st & 3rd Sundays of the month at the West 

Church Urray , 11.00am. 

2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays at the East Church,  

Seaforth Road, 11.00am 

Evening Services at 6.30pm in the East Church. 

Morning crèche available 

Free Church 
West Road, Muir of Ord 

Service Times :  

Sunday 12 noon and 6.30pm 

Creche Available 

Pastoral Care Group 
In the Church of Scotland we have a pastoral care 

group that visits the house-bound, sick, elderly 

and others in need.  If anyone who presently does 

not receive a visit feels they would like one, please  

contact Ivy on 01463-870308. 
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Muir Of Ord Scout Group 

Muir of Ord Scout Group like all Scouting in the 

UK is open to both Girls and Boys 

The Centenary of Scouting has seen the Beavers, 

Cubs and Scouts taking part in activities as far apart 

as Strathpeffer and Dorset! 

Scouts (10-14yrs) 8.00 -9.30pm 
Patrol Leader Chris Cameron was one of two repre-

sentatives from Ross and Sutherland chosen to      

attend a Camp at Brownsea Island, Dorset, where 

Baden Powell held the first Scout Camp in 1907,. 

We were all very proud that he represented our 

Group amongst 120 other Scouts from the UK. 

Congratulations due to Euan Mackenzie on       

achieving The Chief Scout‘s Gold Award, the high-

est achievement in the Scout Section 

The Troop spent a week of the holidays at            

Lochgoilhead Scout Activity Centre, gorge running, 

dragon boating, canoeing, sailing and climbing 

amongst many other pursuits. 

A weekend camp in September will be followed by a 

weekend in October at the "Cally Rally", another 

camp, where different activities are on offer, 4x4 Off 

road    driving, Clay pigeon shooting, Quad biking 

and water activities on Loch Ness! So to those who 

think Scouts still wear big hats and take old ladies 

across the road -think again, we are now into our 

second century and Scouting is COOL! 

However the Troop hopes to give service to the 

Community, by having a "Litter Pick Up" around the 

Hall every Wednesday night. 

For information on the Scouts phone Alf McGregor 

01463 870810 

Cubs (8-lOyrs) 6.30-7.45pm 
The Cub Pack continues to grow, and have some-

thing different from usual in their next programme, 

they are going to be like Winnie the Pooh, and find 

out all there is to know about honey, and of course 

the bees that make it! Who knows perhaps they will 

even, like Pooh, get to eat some when they visit a 

local apiarist. 

Home Safety badge will mean a visit to the Fire Sta-

tion, during one winter evening, and "Mad Scien-

tists" will probably be seen in the Hall when they 

tackle the         Scientist Badge. 

It is not all work and no play, as anyone passing the 

Hall on Wednesdays between 6.30pm and 7.45pm 

will probably hear the shrieks and noise as the boys 

and girls compete in many different games and chal-

lenges. 

Due to the increase in size of the Pack more adult 

help would be much appreciated, and any one wish-

ing more 

information should contact the Cub Scout Leader, 

Tracey Macleman 01463 870810. 

Beavers(6-8yrs) 5.15-6.15pm 

The Beavers 
said goodbye to 
seven members 
in  August as 
they went on to 
join the Cubs, 
six of whom 
were presented 
with the Chief 
Scouts Bronze 
Award, the    
highest award 
for the Beaver section. 
Congratulations to: Zack Benzies, Lewis Alexander, 
Chris McPake, Chris Graham, Jonathon Lawrence 
and Callum Taylor. 
All these Beavers attended, along with other        
members of the Colony, a Sleepover held in June, 
when great fun was had, especially following a 
"Monster" who led an evening walk along the Orrin! 
He dropped chocolate ladybirds and lollipops for the 
Beavers to find, so was not such a Monster after all! 
This term we are visiting the Museum of Childhood 
and also the Monster Centre at Drumnadrochit,     
perhaps some Beaver may see Nessie? After all  
Beavers live in water so should be able to see her 
quite well? 
For information on the Beavers phone Brenda 
McGregor 01463 870810 

We hope everyone has seen the flower bed outside 
the Service Point kindly planted by Highland          
Regional Council after a request two years ago from 

the Group that some form of recognition of the     
Centenary of Scouting be visible in the Muir. 

Brenda McGregor 

We meet Wednesdays in the Village Hall. 
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The Really Really Useful Page 
Shopmobility Highland 

Shopmobility is a service providing, electric scooters, powered and manual 

chairs,  that give you freedom to get about the town easily. This helps people 

who have limited mobility, long or short term, or visual/hearing impairments 

access to shops and to use other facilities in Inverness and Dingwall.  

The service can also provide you with an escort if you require any assistance 

with your shopping, and if you are travelling by public transport chairs can be 

arranged to meet you on your arrival. 

For further information please contact either;  

Falcon Gallery, Car Park Level 2, Eastgate Centre, Inverness, IV2 3PR on  

Telephone 01463 717624 or email shopmo@omn.net  or 

Nicol‘s Court, Dingwall, IV15 9SW; Telephone 01349 866040 or email 

shopmobility.dingwall@ecosse.net 

 Opening Times; Inverness Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 5.00pm.  
Dingwall; Monday to Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm 

Telephone Numbers 
Doctor‘s Surgeries 

 

Strathlene, Muir of Ord 01463 870843 

Croyard Rd, Beauly  01463 782794 

Dingwall Med. Group  01349 863030 

Aird Practice, Beauly  01463 782214 

Chemist 

 

Muir of Ord Pharmacy - 01463 870806 

Hospitals 

 

Raigmore - 01463 704000 

Ross Memorial - 01349 863313 

‗NHS 24‘ - 08454 24 24 24 

Samaritans 

 

0845 7909090 

Inverness - 01463 713456 

Alcohol DrinkLine 

 

Freefone - 0800 917 8282 

Childline 

Freefone - 0800 1111 

 

National Drugs Helpline 

Freefone 0800 77 66 00 

Citizens Advice Bureau 
Dingwall Office - Visit or write to us at 4 Church 

Street, Dingwall, IV15 9SB 

Phone: 01349 864850 Fax: 01349 862898 or 

email :adviser@DingwallCAB.casonline.org.uk 

Office Hours; 10.00 to 2.00 Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Friday 

We are always looking for new volunteers. 

Ross-shire Women's Aid  

We provide refuge, support and 

information to women children and 

young people who have experienced 

Domestic Abuse. To speak to some-

one confidentially please telephone 

01349 863568  Monday to Friday 

10am to 5pm (24 hour answering 

service) 

Contact the Elderly 

Contact the elderly operates throughout 

the Highlands offering Sunday outings, 

Friendship Groups and a visiting service 

for elderly people. 

If you are interested in being part of the 

service either as a member or a volunteer 

please contact the Development Officer 

on 01463 798998 for further details. 

The Handy Person Service 

This service is available to pensioners over 60 and those with 

a disability, who find it difficult or impossible to undertake 

small jobs around their homes. 

Some examples of tasks undertaken are fitting and hanging 

curtains, moving furniture around the house, replacing     

washers, unblocking drains, cleaning gutters (single storey) 

and much more. For more information phone 01349 884774. 

Council Services 

 

Highland Council - 01463 702000 

*** 

Helen Martin : Youth Worker 

01349 869916 

*** 

Council: Refuse Collection 

01349 863381 

*** 

Dingwall Leisure Centre 

01349 864226 

*** 

M.O.O. Service Point - 01463 870201 

*** 

Schools 

Dingwall Academy - 01349 863071 

Mulbuie - 01349 861289 

Tarradale - 01463 870484 

*** 

Police 

Muir of Ord - 01463 870222 

Crime Stoppers - 0800 555 111 

*** 

Post Office - 01463 870250 

*** 

‗Handy Person Service‘ 

01349 884774  

Do you have a useful 

telephone number that 

you could share with us? 

Please get in touch and 

we will add it to our 

Really Really Useful 

Page.  

Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy, the editors of  

‘Muir Matters’ take no  responsibility for errors in articles submitted. 

Alcohol Counselling Service Ross / Sutherland 

Need someone to talk to? 

Free confidential one to one counselling 

Support for family and friends 

Out of hours confidential answering service 

Telephone 01862 894097  

The agency works throughout Ross-shire & Sutherland and those  

wishing for an appointment will be seen in a confidential setting. 

All our counsellors are trained by Alcohol Focus Scotland 

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am : 4pm. 

mailto:adviser@DingwallCAB.casonline.org.uk
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The Really Really Useful Page 2 
Train Times to and from The Muir 

Muir of Ord to Inverness 

Monday to Saturday 

0754, 0936, 1017, 1116, 1156, 1343, 1408, 1559, 1628,  

1724, 1857, 1945, 2014 & 2235  

Sunday  

1242, 1540, 1548, 1724, 1956 
 

 

 
 
 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0714, 0853, 0915, 1039, 1052, 1217, 1241, 1433, 

 1703, 1753, 1815 & 2039 

Sunday  

1056, 1118, 1800, 1815  

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 

Monday to Saturday 

0734, 0914, 0938, 1103, 1116, 1238, 1304, 1455,  

1726, 1814, 1837 & 2059 

Sunday  

1119, 1138, 1823, 1838 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0744, 0925, 1007, 1052,  1146, 1331, 1400, 1550, 1619 

1715, 1849, 1936, 2005 & 2225 

Sunday 

1233, 1530, 1539, 1715, 1947 

From 20th May 2007 to 8th December 2007 

Library Opening Hours 
Monday 

10 am  – 12..30 pm 

2 - 5 pm and 6 - 8 pm 

Thursday 

10 am - 12.30 pm 

and 

6 - 8 pm 

Friday 

2 - 5 pm 

 

Telephone/Fax 01463 870196 

Talking books for adults and children are available and a 

selection of magazines can be read on the premises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the many other services supplied by the Library are 

photocopying, internet access and Fax facilities. 

Various telephone directories are kept on site and a notice board 

in the corridor advertises local services and events. 

Bus Times to and from  

The Muir 
 

Muir of Ord to Inverness 
Monday to Friday 

0640, 0715, 0805, 0905, 1005, 1105, 1205, 1305, 1405, 

1505, 1605, 1705, 1805, 1917, 2017, 2217 plus 0803, 1105 

&1435 via Kessock & 1803 to Longman bus depot. 

Saturday  

0640, 0715, 0811, 0905, 1005, 1105, 1205, 1305, 1405, 

1505, 1605, 1705, 1810, 1917, 2017, 2217  

plus 0803  & 1435 via Kessock  

Sunday  

1139, 1339, 1539, 1739, & 1959 

 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 
Monday to Friday 

0615*, 0650* , 0745, 0845, 0940, 0945, 1045, 1145, 1245, 

1310, 1345, 1445, 1600, 1610, 1700, 1710, 1800, 

1900,2100, & 2320 

Saturday 

0615*, 0800, 0845, 0940, 0945, 1045, 1145, 1245, 1310, 

1345, 1445, 1600, 1705, 1710, 1800, 1900, 2100, & 2320 

Sunday 

0945, 1145, 1345, 1545 & 1830  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 
Monday to Friday 

0823, 0923, 1013, 1023, 1123, 1223, 1323, 1343, 1423, 

1523, 1638, 1643, 1738, 1844, 1944, 2144 & 0004 

Saturday 

0838, 0923, 1013, 1023, 1123, 1223, 1323, 1343, 1423, 

1523, 1638, 1743, 1844, 1944, 2144 & 0004 

Sunday 

1032, 1232, 1432, 1632, & 1917 

 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 
All times from the Royal Hotel 

Monday to Friday 

0750, 0850, 0950, 1045, 1050, 1150, 1250, 1350, 1415, 

1450, 1550, 1650, 1750, 1905, 2005, 2205 

Saturday 

0756, 0850, 0950, 1045, 1050, 1150, 1250, 1350, 1415, 

1450, 1550, 1650, 1755, 1905, 2005 & 2205 

Sunday 

1128, 1328, 1528, 1728, & 1948 

 

*Leaves from Longman bus depot 

 

From January 2007 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://i1.trekearth.com/photos/23065/pickering_station.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Europe/United_Kingdom/photo419895.htm&h=533&w=800&sz=105&hl=en&start=33&tbnid=U2piVZUlrpYJjM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=143&
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Want to contact us? 

Here we are 

The next issue of ‘Muir Matters’ will be on sale from Early December 2007.  

Any articles for inclusion must be submitted by our deadline of Friday 16th November 2007 

The Really Really Useful Page 3 

Opening Hours 

Mon - Tues - Thurs - Fri - 10.15am - 5.00pm 

Wed - 10.15am - 6.30pm 

Sat - Sun - 9.30am - 5.00pm 

Please note that the Centre closes for lunch  

2pm -2.30pm daily 

Please help recycling by separating the material before 

going to the site. 

Using the correct containers for each of the  

materials listed below. 
Cans - Car batteries - Cardboard - Electrical  

Appliances - Engine oil - Garden Waste - Gas  

cylinders - Glass bottles - Paper - Rubble & soil -Scrap metal - 

Textiles -Tyres - White goods  

& Wood 

For more information call 01349 868440 

Household Waste 

Recycling Centre, Dingwall 

The Rape and Abuse Line (RAL) 

The Rape and Abuse line offers a freephone        

confidential helpline to persons who have survived 

rape or abuse no matter how long ago their           

experiences were. We also offer support to the    

family or partner of the person who has been       

affected. We can, where possible, arrange for face to 

face counselling. 

Our helplines are: 

08 08 800 123 answered by female support workers. 

08 08 800 122 answered by male support workers. 

Both lines are manned most evenings between 7pm 

& 10pm. 

(RAL is a registered charity; SC 007515) 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PUBLICISE YOUR  

SERVICES IN  

‘MUIR MATTERS’ NEWSLETTER? 

For further details & cost contact 

Maureen Thomson on 01463 870365 

H 
ave you relatives and friends staying away from the Muir who would be interested in receiving a copy of 

‗Muir Matters‘? We could  mail  them a copy on your behalf for a yearly subscription of: UK 1st class 

£4.80, and overseas rates of: Europe £6.60, World Zones 1 and 2 £8.60. Price includes, ‗Muir Matters‘,  

postage & packing plus 10p handling charge. For more information or if you are housebound please write, email or 

telephone  we will be happy to discuss your requirements.  

To order a copy of ‘Muir Matters’ please contact us using the details as given above.  

Back copies of ‗Muir Matters‘ are also available on request.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‗Muir Matters‘ 

Village Hall 

Seaforth Road 

Muir of Ord 

IV6 7TA 

Telephone 01463 870822 

Email; editor@muirmatters.co.uk 

letters@muirmatters.co.uk 

Visit our Website on 

www.muirmatters.co.uk 
 
 

Logo Design by Carrie MacKay 

The Communications Group are looking for old 

photographs of Muir of Ord as part of our Living 

History Project. 

If any of  our readers are in possession of old 

snaps of the village and surrounding area we 

would love to hear from you. 

We promise to take great care of your photographs 

and  return them to you as soon as possible. 

Please contact us using the details as shown above. 
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Local Services 

Conon, Maryburgh &  

District Gardening Club 
 

We meet on the last Monday in the month from 

September to November & February to April. at 

Conon Bridge Church Hall @ 7.30pm. 

 

Members £5 - Visitors £1.50 

All welcome 

CHIQUE BOUTIQUE 
HAIR  & TANNING 

    SALON 
Matrix Products 

Professional Colouring & Cutting by our 
Stylists, Caroline, Donella & Susan 

 
FORBES BUILDINGS, MUIR OF ORD 

Tel: 01463 870 054  

Natural Nails 
Janet Smith 

Qualified Nail Technician 
11, Ord Place, Muir of Ord  

Manicure, Pedicure, Gels, Acrylics  &  Overlays,  
New Body & Facial Waxing 
Daytime & Evening Bookings Available 

For an appointment telephone 01463  870475 , mobile 07745637819 
or email ; majinty@fsmail.net 

Culture Cuts 
Professional Ladies & Gents Hair Salon 

Fancy a new look for Autumn? 
Call in to see what we can  

do for you. 
Call us on 01463 870205  

Logan Buildings, Muir of Ord,  
 

Floral Creations 
                by 

Florrie Macgruer 
 

59 Highfield Circle 
Muir of Ord 

Tele; 01463 870431 
 

Flowers for all occasions 

 

4, 6, & 8 SEATERS 
Early Morning Service 

Available 

CORRIE HIRE 
 

PRIVATE HIRE TAXI 
Muir of Ord 01463 870568 

Muir Micro Solutions Ltd 
 

Andrew Macleman 
 
Computer Building 
Repairs / Upgrades 
Networks / Consultation 
Tel / Fax No: 01349 866000 / 866111 
E-mail: corrie@ecosse.net 

Muir Micro 

Solutions 

Registered Office 

16 Newmore 

Muir of Ord 

Ross-shire 

IV6 7RG 

Over 40 years Main 

Dealer Experience 

 

(FORD, JAGUAR & VW A SPECIALITY) 
ALL MAKES CATERED FOR 
 

10% OFF MOT TESTS 

(When accompanied by this Advert) 

 

Unit 18, 

Tomich Industrial Estate 

Muir of Ord, Ross-shire 

Tele: 01463 871321 

 

QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 

ALEXANDER & MACKAY 

GARAGE SERVICES 

Do you know something  

we don’t? 
Muir Matters is constantly growing and 

evolving, so if you’re aware of any new 

material, information  or stories that you think we 

could include then please get in touch.  

Write, email or give us a call, our  

address can be found on page 12 
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Church of Scotland Guild 
Seaforth Road Church Hall 

 

Monday Sept 24th - Mirran Singers @ 7.30pm 

Monday October 22nd - C.A.S.H. Talk @ 7.30pm 

Saturday 24th November - Coffee Morning  

Sunday 25th November - Songs of Praise 

A warm welcome to all 

‘Coffee at the Kirk’ 

 

Every Friday morning 10.30am  to 12.30pm 

from May to September,    

coffee mornings are         

taking place at the                  

Church Hall, Seaforth 

Road, Muir of Ord. 

 

This is a good  

opportunity to blether, meet other people 

and have a cup of tea or coffee with some 

nice home-baking.  

 The good news is that it’s free.  

A donation can be made if desired. 

We look forward to meeting you. 

More Dates for your Diary 

Over 60s Club 
Wednesday 10th October : Tarradale School @ & 7pm. 

Illustrated talk by John & Beth Fulton of the  

Strathpeffer Soap Company. 

 

Wednesday 14th  November: Tarradale School @ 7pm. 

Illustrated talk by Mrs Joan Ross, Alness. 

(A leading figure in the transformation of Alness into the 

beautiful village it is today) 

 

Wednesday 19th December  in the Village Hall @ 7pm. 

Christmas Party; More details later. 

 

For further information contact Ken Howie on 870282 

‘Fair’ in the Square 
Saturday October20th, 10am - 12noon 

 

The Indoor & Outdoor Bowlers, the Art Group and 

‗Muir Matters‘ are coming together to help raise 

funds for their respective groups. Other groups  

wishing to participate will be most welcome. 

There will be garden produce & plant 

stall, home baking, bric-a-brac, a  

bottle stall and much much more. 

Why not come along and support 

your favourite club? 

DAY TRIP TO THE EDINBURGH 

& THE TATTOO 
 

I again propose to run a mixed Coach Trip to        

Edinburgh and Tattoo on Saturday 16th 2008. 

Leaving Muir of Ord at 9.00am and arriving in      

Edinburgh at approximately 1.00pm. 

You will have a free afternoon in Edinburgh and the 

early show at the Tattoo. There will be comfort stops 

at Perth on our way south and tea & sandwiches at 

North Queensferry on our way home. 

 

The inclusive cost is approximately £48.00 which   

includes Coach, Tattoo Ticket,  

refreshments on the way home & 

gratuities. 

 

Payable by 1st December 2007 to 

me Phyllis on 01463 870285. 

Early reservation is advised. 

Muir Art Exhibition  
 

Muir of Ord Art Club is holding an    

exhibition in the  

Art Rooms, Old Tarradale School on 

Friday 9th , Saturday 10th  

Sunday 11th November 

 

S.W.R.I. 
Village Hall @ & 7.30pm 

Monday 1st October - Visit to Beauly Museum 

 

Monday 5th November - Ceramic Tile Painting 

With Keira Brown 

 

Monday 3rd December - Party Night 

Whist Drives 

Muir of Ord Bowling Club is holding a series of 

Whist Drives on the following dates; 

Wed 26th September, Wed 31st October & 

Wed 28th November in the Pavilion @ 

7.30pm. Admission £2 

For more details contact  

Ken Howie on 870282 
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Cooking time: 25 minutes 

Serves 2 

 

Ingredients; 
10 fl oz dry white wine 

8 oz good quality pork sausages 

½ small onion 

2 crisp eating apples 

2½ oz butter 

7 fl oz vegetable or chicken stock 

2 tbspns light brown sugar 

½ tspn ground cinnamon 

 

Method; 
Bring the wine to the boil in a 

large frying pan and poach the 

sausages for 10 minutes. 

Meanwhile peel and grate the    

onion and peel, quarter, core and 

slice the apples. 

Gently melt a small knob of the 

butter in a second frying pan.     

Remove the sausages from the 

first pan, reserving the wine.     

Discard any loose skin and fry the 

sausages slowly in the butter until 

they are golden brown. 

Meanwhile, add the onion, apples, 

stock, brown sugar, cinnamon and 

the remaining butter to the white 

wine in the first pan. Bring the 

mixture to the boil, reduce the heat 

and simmer until the apples       

become tender and the liquid is 

reduced to a thin syrup.  

Place the sausages in a serving 

dish and pour over the wine and 

apple mixture. 

Best served with light, creamy 

mashed potatoes. 

Ms S Lodge, Muir of Ord 

MY FAVOURITE recipe  

Sausage with spiced wine & Apple 

URRAY AND KILCHRIST 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
 

Holiday Bible Club 
 

As intimated in the last edition of 

the ‗Muir  Matters‘, the Church of 

Scotland Holiday Bible Club took 

place during the first week of July.    

This year‘s theme was ―Jungle 

Jamboree‖,  an adventure that 

taught the importance of staying 

on the right track through drama, 

music and stories.   In total 67 

children attended and thank you to 

all the parents for bringing them 

along.   It was good to see all the 

children and leaders enjoying  

themselves.  

On the Friday there was a fun  

evening where there were games, 

face-painting, coconut shy,      

popcorn and candyfloss.  The 

highlight of the evening was the 

children throwing wet sponges at 

both Ministers who were brave 

enough to stay in the stocks for 

some considerable time.  We did 

reduce the size of the sponges this 

year!! 

The Holiday Bible 

Club was free of 

charge and open to 

all children from  

primary 1 to 7.    

Children came 

mainly from the 

Muir of Ord,      

Marybank and     

Mulbuie areas.  The 

Club is run by a 

team of  volunteers, 

some who give up a 

week of their  holi-

days and others who changed their 

work pattern just to enable them to 

help.  A big thank you to them all. 

We would love to see the children 

coming along to Sunday school 

which starts again on 19 August 

from 11am to 12 noon. 

Carole MacDonald 

‘Muir matters’ would love to hear from anyone who has a favourite recipe they would like to share with 

our readers and would like featuring in a future edition. Ed. 

Highland Council  DIAL-A-BUS SERVICE Operated by C & E Taxis 

This service is available Monday & Friday; 7am - 8am & 6pm - 7pm plus Tuesday, Thursday & Friday; 

7am - 8am, 9am - 1pm & 4pm - 7pm. Telephone bookings 01349 866007 

For more information pick up a brochure from the Service Point. 
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At  this years Black Isle Show 

―Muir Matters‖ took over 

the Community Association stand 

to raise much needed funds for our 

group.  

No sooner had we erected the    

gazebo on Wednesday afternoon 

than the wind began to blow, we 

were afraid  it 

was about to 

take-off!!! 

Once we had 

it securely   

anchored we 

got down to 

business. 

On the stall 

we had 

‗Recipe‘ 

Books for 

sale, try your 

luck with the ‗Key in the Door‘ to 

win a bottle of Glen Ord,  raffle 

tickets for our ‗Luxury Hamper‘ 

and our ‗Road Safety‘ petition. 

 

Over the 1½ days we raised the 

magnificent total of £499. A big 

thank you for everyone‘s support. 

 

The photograph on the left is of 

our MSP Mr John Farquhar Munro 

drawing the winning raffle ticket. 

 

Pictured below with the hamper is 

our winner, Mrs Peggy Rogers of  

Muir of Ord. 

P in the Palace 
 

As most of Muir of Ord knows, I 

held a charity event on Sat 4th   

August to raise money for the 

MacMillan Nurses and the         

remarkable job that they do.  The 

party was a huge success and 

raised £2,356. 

I would like to thank everyone 

who donated prizes for the raffle, 

with special thanks to  Muir of 

Ord Rovers for letting me use their 

ground and to 2b Creative for    

donating the invitations.  

Thanks to all the Bands, Gill & 

Mandy, Tony & Lindsey, the 

Healers, The Fumes and the Pie 

Dogs. With special mention to Gill 

and Lal who both came from their 

sick beds to perform.! Everyones    

contribution made it a great day 

for all, so here‘s to next year. 

note from editor- An extra contri-

bution of £65 was donated to 

Kerry after the cheque was printed 

so the total raised now stands at 

£2421. 

 

FUND RAISING SUCCESS STORIES 

Mrs Florrie MacGruer of ‘Floral Creations’ held an 

Open Day at her home in Highfield Circle on         

Saturday 28th July.  

For sale was an amazing array of dried & silk flow-

ers, arrangements and garden ornaments. A raffle 

was also held with the proceeds (£170.00) being 

kindly donated to the ‗Communications Group‘. 

Many thanks to all the sponsors of the raffle, they 

were; SLD, Finning Cat, Susan, Munro Butchers, the 

Chemists, Post Office, Highland Grocers, Ord Arms, 

Wendy‘s, Distillery, Forbes, Alexander MacKay, 

Inverness Car Co., Bridge Parapets, Bunze, Pet    

Supplies, Chique Boutique, Castle Cars, Buchan, 

Big Ord, Larder, Eleanor Fisher, John Scrappy, 

Catherine Peterkin ? Allan, Isobel MacGruer, Brian, 

Helen, Christine Hammond, Julie, Frances, Sheena 

& Florrie.  

‘Muir Matters’ is supported by The Highland Council 
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W 
here did the time go?   

Fifty one years in the 

same occupation, six 

years behind the counter, twenty 

years on the van round the doors 

of the Muir, Black Isle and       

Fairburn, in my father‘s                  

employment 

 

After this apprenticeship Edna and 

I took over the family business, no 

longer D & B Lyall but D & E 

Lyall, Spar, Muir of Ord, fondly 

called Lyalls.   After 25 years 

building up the business  we have 

now sold to Mr Chaudhery and his 

family and we wish them all      

success in their new venture. 

Edna has taken to  retirement like 

a duck to water 

whereas  I‘m still 

like a fish out of    

water, so a few wee 

jobs would be of   

interest providing 

they pay well. 

 

Many thanks to all 

our customers and 

well wishers on our 

retirement and for all 

the gifts and flowers 

we received, too many names to 

mention. 

Our new address is ‗Laurelia‘, No 

9 The Meadows, Muir of 

Ord.   I have renamed the 

house, as this was the 

name of my Grandfather‘s 

house in Wick where I 

grew up with many fond 

memories, but I‘m a Muir 

inhabitant now with my 

family around me and have 

to intention to leave. 

 Many thanks to you all 

 

 David & Edna. 

Vietnam to Cambodia!  
 

Muir resident, Brigid Primrose, will be cycling 

from Vietnam to Cambodia to 

raise funds for the               

Alzheimer‘s Society between 

23 February and 5 March 

2008.  She is paying all her 

own costs for the  expedition 

but is hoping to raise at least 

£1,600 for the charity. 

 

Fundraising activities include: 

Car Boot Sales – all donations gratefully received! 

20 Sept – Golf Day at Muir of Ord Golf Club. 

24 Nov – Hoolie @ Phipps Hall in Beauly - £10 per 

ticket – food and soft drinks provided but please 

BYOB. 

 

If you wish to sponsor Brigid via her web page 

please go to: www.justgiving.com/brigidprimrose 

For further information on any of the events Brigid 

can be contacted on 01463 725251 or mobile 07743 

281221. 

BOWLING CLUB 

NEWS 
 
Muir of Ord Pairs Competition 

 

Twenty six pairs contested the annual floodlit  Bill 

Smith Open Mixed Pairs Competition at Muir of Ord 

Bowling Club. In near perfect conditions over four 

evenings there were many displays of very fine 

bowling. The final was a very close contest between 

Jennifer and Ian Mackay from Muir of Ord and Katie 

Sutherland and George Chalmers from     Fortrose, 

with the latter pair winning at the last end. The com-

petition was sponsored by the Royal Bank of Scot-

land. 

 

Missing Seats 
On the week-end of 25/26 August three sets of seats 

were removed from the spectator area of Muir of Ord 

bowling green. These fold-up seats are joined in two 

sets of four and one set of three. If any reader has 

seen them please let any of the bowlers know of their 

whereabouts. 

Frank Stephen resigns  

after 25 years 
 

A fter twenty five years as treasurer of the Muir of 

Ord Community Association, Mr Frank Stephen 

has resigned from the post. Frank intimated at last 

year's Annual General Meeting his intention to finish 

at this year's Annual General Meeting. However, at 

the July meeting of the Association, Frank decided 

to bring forward his resignation and leave the        

Association along with all but two of the committee. 

 

The community owes Frank a great debt of gratitude 

for his quiet efficiency over all the years, in        

maintaining the financial affairs of the Community 

Association in such an immaculate manner. His    

expertise will be greatly missed. 
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Dear Muir Matters 

Re the traffic lights on the railway 

bridge, I know I‘m not the only 

person in the village who is very 

glad that they‘re there and doesn‘t 

want to lose them in any road 

―improvements‖.  

By slowing traffic and creating 

predictable gaps in the flow, the 

lights make it possible to cross the 

road much more safely at the 

shops and at West Road. For any-

one who is trying to get around the 

village with children, pushchairs 

or shopping, or anyone who‘s not 

so nimble., they make life much 

easier. I also use the lights regu-

larly as a car driver and am very 

rarely held up for more than one 

change. 

For the sake of a couple of       

minutes at most for vehicles, let‘s 

keep the village safer and keep the 

lights. 

 

Lizbeth R. Collie 

Corry 

 

 

Hello, 

I contact you and hope you may 

help me to find information for my 

surprising quest. 

 If you cannot help, no matter. 

 

 That's the story: 

 During the years 1984-1985, a 

man called Andrew BOND        

designed a very innovative electric 

guitar, and he erected a factory (or 

at least a  workshop) in Muir of 

Ord to manufacture guitars. 

 

 Unfortunately, his guitar concept 

and design was so new, so            

different, that he did not face suc-

cess, and (If my informations are 

correct) felt to bankruptcy (1985). 

 

 I am a Bond guitar user, I try to 

find informations about this story - 

I  read that Mr. Bond is dead - but 

may I reach someone of the      

family, or  someone who worked 

in the workshop maybe . 

 

 The reason for this question is 

that I am the proud owner of 3 

Bond guitars, they are rare, they 

are different,  and I would say they 

are a part of the story of the       

electric guitar evolution (although 

they did not find their way to     

success). 

 

Once again, no matter if no one 

can help, but I try. 

From France, 

Pascal LEMAIRE 

 

Email:  lemaire.470@nordnet.fr 

 

 

Dear Editor, 

On Friday 10th August myself, 

daughter, son & 2 grandchildren 

flew out from Prestwick Airport to 

Dusseldorf in Germany where we 

were met by my youngest son     

Jamie and driven to Gennep in 

Holland where he works. 

We stayed in a beautiful family 

run hotel (the De Kroon ) from the 

Friday to the Monday. From day 1 

it was all systems go.! The hotel 

proprietors and staff could not do 

enough for us, suggesting places 

of interest to visit, supplying         

information on bus and train    

timetables and even other places to 

have a meal. 

Their main mode of transport is 

cycling so plenty of exercise for 

our bums & tums after indulging 

in all that great food. What a 

smashing way to live.! Sitting out-

side enjoying your meal (with a 

few glasses of wine to wash it 

down..!) until all hours. 

The food, entertainment and the 

people were great. The Dutch have 

a great command of our language 

and of course, Holland has a lot of 

WW2 history which is extremely 

interesting. So if you ever feel like 

a week-end break I can't              

recommend Holland enough.  

 

Ann Bell 

 

 

Not Bravehearts, but ‗cowards‘. 

That is how I‘d describe the young 

boys who saw fit to bar the way of 

my brother (who is a registered 

blind person) by jumping out in 

front of him, waving their arms 

and screaming!  

This unpleasant incident, that   

happened in July near to the Ord 

Filling station brings shame on a  

section of the youth of Muir of 

Ord.  

However it must be said that one 

of the boys may grow up to be a 

caring, thoughtful adult as he was 

overheard to say ―You shouldn‘t 

have done that‖. 

I hope for their sake they don‘t 

loose such a precious gift of sight 

and are treated with more respect 

than my brother who at the time 

was visiting the Muir. 

 

Margaret Smith 
 

 

Dear Muir Matters, 

 

My dad takes part in the Inverness 

and District Trials Club and this 

year has won the Scottish club 

man  round, traveling to places 

like Dunfermline, Calendar, Fort 

William etc, me and my sister are 

so proud of  him because last year 

Dad did not take part in trials. We 

would love it if you could put a 

pic in the muir matters of him on 

his trials bike, and tell him we 

think he's great 

and well 

done.xx 

Lauren Reid 

 
 

Letters to the Editor 
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 Young Voices 

Pavilion Drop – In 
As the nights start to draw in, there are fewer things 

for the young people to do.  

So, later this year there will be a drop in at the         

Pavilion, Muir of Ord.  

Listen to music, play the PlayStation, have a cup of 

coffee and chill out.  

The drop- in will run from 7pm to 

9.30pm. So if you are aged 15 – 19, 

why not come along ? 

 

For further info please contact Helen 

Martin, Youth Development Worker on 01439 

869916 or 0782 5522 464. 

News from the Youth 

Council  
 

Well, it‘s been quite a busy and an interesting few 

months for the Youth Council to say the least..!   

Earlier in the summer a few members of the group 

decided to undertake a much needed ‗clean-up‘ of 

the pond in the park across from the school. So, on a 

very, wet and dreary Saturday morning, off they 

went (still half asleep I may add) with Dr Alan & 

Mrs Joan Munro helping to make up their numbers. 

They spent the day picking up an assortment of    

discarded rubbish and what an eye-opener...! You‘ll 

find it hard to believe but they picked up and as-

tounding 30 black bin liners of bottles, cans, rubbish 

and broken glass from the pond and the surrounding 

park area. No prizes for guessing 

where the Muir‘s favourite        

tippling ground is to be found!  

They‘re also hoping to follow up 

their work later in the year with 

funding for some new planting 

and repairs to the seating area so 

that we can all enjoy the park as it should be.  

A few weeks after their work at the park clean-up, 

some members opted to do a spot of dolphin watch-

ing in the Moray Firth. Yet another wet, and dreary 

Saturday dawned....(are you seeing a pattern here..!) 

as they set off for Cromarty. But not for them the 

calm, pleasant and relaxing cruise around the 

Firth...!! Nope...no siree...they decided they were 

going out in a high speed power boat similar to the 

ones used by the RNLI. The, er...adult volunteers 

were distinctly lukewarm about this idea, but nothing 

ventured etc. off they went and needless to say     

everyone had a ball. Not a dolphin to be seen          

incidentally, but exhilarating and enormous fun all 

round.  

Everyone agreed (once they had dried out) that they 

had thoroughly enjoyed it.  

Lastly, a number of young people have made an    

approach to the Youth Council about the possibility 

of creating an outdoor multi-sport & tennis court 

somewhere in the Muir. This is a possibility that 

they‘re now looking at and they‘re hoping they‘ll 

have more info later in the year.  

Footballers Appeal 
Muir of Ord Rovers need a few 

more volunteers for football 

coaching in the under 12‘s        

category. We have a happy bunch 

of kids (and coaches) with the    

focus firmly on making sure that 

the kids enjoy taking part in the 

football festivals and their other 

occasional activities. Coaching 

courses are made available to the 

volunteers and a wide network of 

support is available from the 

club*. 

Some knowledge about the game 

will obviously be an advantage...!!  

In addition, due to popular           

demand, girls‘ football training 

hopefully will re-commence 

shortly but  we need adult female 

supervisors. So if any mums,      

sisters or grannies would be        

interested in helping then please 

get in touch.  

If you would like to help the kids 

then please contact Leonard 

870209 or Trevor 870941 

*All coaches and supervisor disclosure 

checks will be paid for by the football 

club. 
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Name……………………………...……………. 

 

Address………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………. 

 

P/Code…………..Tel/No………………………. 

 

Signed………………………………………….. 

 

For a chance of winning a £10.00 Book Token, fill 

in the above form and send the completed grid in a 

sealed envelope (photocopies not accepted) to 

‘Muir Matters’ Prize Crossword No 11,  

Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord,  

IV6 7TA. Entries must be received by Friday  

October 26th  2007. 

 

The first correct entry drawn after the closing date 

will win the prize. Answers and winners name will 

be published in our next Issue.  

 1 2  3  4  5   

6          7 

8      9     

    10 11      

12    13    14   

           

15  16  17  18  19   

    20       

21      22     

           

 23          

Across 

1) A variety of peach (9) 

8) Holiday resort (5) 

9) Farewell (5) 

10) Cold water fish (3) 

12) Putrefy (3) 

13) Girl‘s name (5) 

14) Hobgoblin (5) 

15) Cheek? (3) 

17) Cone bearer (3) 

19) Doctor perhaps? (3) 

20) Residue (3) 

21) Nincompoop (5) 

22) Ones children (5) 

23) Tree bearing winged fruits (9) 

 

Down 

2) Precise (5) 

3) Dense (5) 

4) Prepared (5) 

5) Innocent (5) 

6) Belladonna Lily (9) 

7) Tall, yellow flowered  

plant (9) 

11) Haven (5) 

16) An old convenience (5) 

17) Islamic opinion or ruling (5) 

18) Thick skinned mammal(5) 

19) Use carelessly (5) 

Published & Printed by Muir of Ord Communications Group, Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA 

Congratulations to  

Mrs N Capper,  

6 Margarets Drive, Muir of Ord 

on winning our prize Crossword No 10.  

Mrs Capper wins a £10.00 book token. 
Solution 

Across:  

1)Pimpernel 8) Hello 9) Chive 10 Usk  

12) Sow 13) Say 14) Aft 15)Nut 17) Asp  

19) Who 21) Tutti 22) Avert 23) Beanstalk 

 

Down:  

2) Inlaw 3) Pious 4) Rocky 5) Erica  

6) Chestnuts 7) Beetroots 11) Salsa 16) Tithe 

17) Avian 18) Plant 19) Wheel 

The winner of our Issue10 

‘Spot the Difference’ 

Competition was 

Hannah Reid, aged 9 

Bucksburn, Aberdeen. 

 

Congratulations Hannah 

Young’uns Spot the Difference Competition ? 
For a chance to win £10.00 in our ‗Spot the Difference Competition‘ find and  

circle the 6 differences between the two pictures.  

Send in the right-hand picture with the differences circled, along with your name, 

age, telephone number and address to: ‗Spot the Difference‘  Competition, Muir 

Matters, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA  

Entries to reach us by Friday 26th October 2007 please. 


