
WHAT DID YOUR 

KIDS DO AT THE 

WEEKEND? 

H ere in the Muir some of our old and new 

residents, young and not so young, give 

their time and      effort with no financial 

reward to enhance the lot of young people. There 

are uniformed groups, youth groups, youth golf, 

football teams, skateboarding, shinty and other     

activity groups welcoming teenagers. So how could 

we have a youth issue in our community?  

We may not have underage drinking and vandalism 

visible on the High Street anymore thanks to the 

CCTV system but it‘s evident that there are prob-

lems elsewhere. Take a walk down round the pond 

at the school and you‘re faced with smashed and 

discarded bottles and cans, burned and broken trees and assorted paraphernalia from underage drinking.  

Last year a group of young people gathered an unbelievable 31 black bags of bottles and cans from around 

the pond and we know that a similar picture can be found at several secluded and wooded areas around the 

Muir. We also know that recent reports to the police include youngsters indulging in so called ―free        

running‖ which can involve charging through residents‘ gardens or over wall & roofs, alarming and         

distressing everyone and we‘ve got 12 and 13year olds playing chicken with traffic on the main roads. 

 

There are a number of questions which arise from this. For example ―Whose job is it to tackle this         

situation?‖  or ―Is there now an acceptance that we can do nothing about it?‖ As parents, are we too ready 

to believe that it must be someone else‘s children who are responsible because we can‘t admit to ourselves 

that it could be one of ours?  

 

By far the majority of youngsters in the Muir are a happy, friendly and responsible bunch and it‘s a real 

pleasure to spend time in their company. To listen to their chatter it‘s clear that they are unfettered by       

traditional ways of thinking and that bodes well for their future and ours. But there is no doubting that we 

have a number of young people in Muir of Ord whose actions make them extremely vulnerable and puts 

not only them but others at risk.  

As a community and as parents surely the very least we can do is ask ourselves “Do we really know what 

our kids did at the weekend?” 
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Muir of Ord  

Bowling Club 
  

The new season is well and truly underway for 

Muir of Ord Bowling Club after the opening of 

the green on Saturday 19th April, when Maureen 

Howie, secretary of the Club, threw  the first jack 

to get the season going. 

  

The Bowling Green is now looking extremely smart 

with the new bankings in place and a lot of   tidying 

up by members of the Club. ―Spoon Nights‖ on  

Wednesday and Saturday evenings at 7 p.m., have 

started and anyone who would like to have a go at 

the game of Bowls would be very welcome. The 

Club is always on the lookout for new members. 

Drovers‟ 

Trysts Project 
 

W e all know that in the 

1800s Muir of Ord was a 

very important village in the High-

lands due to the fact that several 

times each year ―Trysts‖ were 

held on the site of the  

present day Golf Course. 

Thousands of cattle were 

driven from all over the 

northern Highlands to be 

sold at Muir of Ord, from 

where the majority were 

driven south  to be sold on 

at even bigger Trysts at 

Crieff and Falkirk. It is 

hard to imagine just what 

it was like when all those 

beasts arrived in the      

village, accompanied by the    

drovers and all the buyers. 

 There is a wealth of information 

available on the Drove Roads, but 

very little is recorded regarding 

the ―Trysts‖. One of the few       

accounts gives the following      

description. ―All sorts of goods 

were for sale including boots, 

shoes, cloth, tin ware, pails and 

tubs while apple and pear carts 

and sweetie stands abounded. In 

addition there were shows of     

different kinds, exhibiting giants 

and dwarfs, or other freaks which 

were usually well patronized as 

were also merry-go-rounds,       

jugglers and cheap jacks.‖ 

  

The W.E.A. has been running a 

class in the local   library and from 

this two groups have evolved. One 

researching the history of    

Gilchrist Church, while the 

other has been researching the 

days of the Trysts in Muir of 

Ord  or more correctly         

Tarradale, as it was known 

until the arrival of the railway 

in 1862. If anyone has any   

information regarding the 

Trysts we would be very 

pleased to hear from you. 

Please phone 870282. 

  

Bangers and Cash!! 
 

W e all know that everyone can bag a bargain at 

Munro‘s our local butcher but on this          

occasion it wasn‘t their usual customers who       

benefited. The staff at this shop have been collecting 

cash to be used to benefit children in Muir of Ord 

and they handed over more £130 to Muir of Ord 

Community Association who will apply the money 

to a children‘s project in the village. We managed to 

persuade them to pose for a photograph but it wasn‘t 

easy. We all know what shy reserved folk they are! 

Photograph courtesy of I Hammond 
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Calling on the Taradale (Australia) 

Fire Brigade 
 

By Eric and Judith Grant, Tarradale House, Muir of Ord 

On 
 a recent trip to Australia we noticed that there is a small settlement called Taradale in the 

state of Victoria and not far from the old gold mining town of Bendigo. Although the       

Australian place spells Taradale with one ―r‖, when Amy Yule lived at Tarradale House 

near Muir of Ord a hundred years ago she often spelled the name as Taradale with one ―r‖. We wondered if 

there was any connection with our Tarradale and while driving from Bendigo to Melbourne along the main  

highway we took the opportunity to stop off at Taradale which turned out to be a small settlement of 200 to 

300 people living in a dispersed  rural settlement that  supports a church, a shop, a petrol station and a fire 

station (because of the prevalence of bush fires in Australia, almost every settlement, no matter how small, 

has  a volunteer fire brigade). While we were taking a picture of Taradale fire station a friendly voice      

enquired what we were doing. As soon as we told him that we came from Tarradale in Scotland the 

friendly voice told us he was Max Robinson a retired schoolmaster and now captain of the fire brigade and 

that it would be no trouble at all to assist us in any way. He donned his firefighting gear and drove the fire 

engine out of the station so we could get a better photograph.  He was sure there was a connection between 

his Taradale and our Tarradale, a connection that became obvious as soon as we found that there was a 

Murchison Street  and a Roderick Street. This is clear evidence that the village was named after Tarradale 

House in Muir of Ord, the birthplace of Sir 

Roderick Murchison the eminent nineteenth 

century geologist.  

 

We next visited the Taradale Historical 

Group‘s resource centre, housed  in the old 

Mechanic‘s Institute  right in the middle of the 

setlement and where we were able to consult 

many booklets and old photographs of the   

Australian Taradale.  We discovered that back 

in Britain in about 1844, Sir Roderick          

Murchison was shown some geological       

samples from Australia and  predicted that gold 

should be present in certain rocks in Australia. 

Prospectors soon found gold and that led to the 

1850‘s gold rush in the state of Victoria, with 

Ballarat and Bendigo becoming the main mining towns. The Australian Tarradale was within the Victoria 

goldfields area and W S Urquhart, the district surveyor was employed to lay out the early settlement in 

1853. There is some suggestion that Urquhart came from Ross-shire and mindful of Sir Roderick            

Murchison‘s predictions about gold in Australia, he named the settlement Tarradale and individual streets 

after Sir Roderick himself (and adjacent streets were named after other British geologists and engineers). 

As the goldfields developed, a  main railway line was built between Melbourne and Bendigo with the     

railway line passing over a splendid viaduct, the Tarradale viaduct, just before Tarradale station. Both the 

viaduct and station are still there, though trains no longer stop at the station. In the nineteenth century the 

spelling of the Australian Tarradale was just like our Tarradale (with double ―rr‖) but at some stage one of 

the ―r‖ letters was lost and the road signs today all point to ―Taradale‖. 

‘Muir Matters’ is printed on a Konica Minolta Bizhub C350, Supplied by Highland Office Equipment Ltd.  

Technology House, Harbour Road, Inverness, IV1 1UA 
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Our New Bridge 
 

Cheers Mattie, well it is grand. 

We‘re to have the best bridge in the land 

 

And we're going to have our say 

On how they‘re going to make headway 

 

First to the meeting in June we must go 

then everyone can have their say so 

It's been a bit of a worry of late. 

 

But all Good things come to those who 

WAIT and Wait and wait and wait. 

 

                              Minnie 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 RAILWAY BRIDGE PLANNING 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

A public meeting is to be held on  

Tuesday17th June @ 7.30pm in the  

Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord. 

 

The meeting will commence with a presentation 

and be followed by a question and answer session. 
 

This important issue will affect the whole village so please 

make every effort to attend. 

 Rubbish, Rubbish, Rubbish 
It 

 can‘t be said that Muir of Ord is the prettiest village in Scotland, but it‘s certainly one of the   

friendliest, being surrounded by some of the most beautiful, majestic and scenic areas in the UK.  

What a shame that a small minority of our community allow our village to be despoiled by allowing 

their dogs to foul the pavements and other areas (this problem is on the increase yet again) acts of            

vandalism and littering. This problem isn‘t confined to children, adults are equally or more to blame as 

they should be educating the younger members of the population and setting a good example. 

 

Below is a selection of photographs taken whilst out and about around the village during the course of last 

week, depressing aren‘t they. Almost everywhere evidence could be seen of vandalism, litter and fly-

tipping. Whatever happened to the old saying “TAKE YOUR LITTER HOME WITH YOU”. 

 

COME ON MUIR OF ORD, IF WE ALL DO OUR BIT WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!!! 
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Muir of Ord Jogscotland 
 

Eleven of our jogging group took part in the 

Balmoral 10K race on Saturday 26th April.  One of our 

group took part in the 5K race on the same day.  The at-

tached photo was taken of some of us after the event in front 

of Balmoral - wearing our medals and event t-shirts.   

It was a great day - a very spectacular route in the grounds 

of the castle.  Some of us really struggled with a mile long 

hill just before the half-way point!  However, everyone did 

really well and most importantly, we all enjoyed ourselves. 

 Joan Munro 

Local Artist Exhibiting in  

Inverness 
 

Ron McNeil was born in Muir of Ord and attended Tarradale 

Primary School & Dingwall Academy before attending art      

college from 1988 - 96. 

He studied at Cumbria College of Art before studying Fine Art 

at Central Saint Martins in London for three years. In 1995 he 

went to Dundee's Duncan of Jordanstone to continue his studies 

in Fine Art at Masters level. 

Ron now lives in Inverness with his wife Elaine, and their four-year-old son Glenn. 

He works at Artmedia the art shop in the city. He is  a member of Inverness Art Society, 

and also exhibits frequently and looks forward to putting his paintings in the summer 

show. This year it's being held in Eastgate Centre. During September he will be           

exhibiting at Inverness Floral Hall at Bught Park. The show will consist of floral and 

landscape paintings in watercolour, acrylics and oils. He also does portrait commissions 

and floral abstracts. In his artwork he hopes to convey the colour and light present in the 

Scottish landscape. The show will run from 1st - 30th September. We hope the people of 

Muir of Ord will go along to see the show, and that they will enjoy viewing his work. 

Fair in the Square 

T he springtime ―Fair in the Square‖ in Muir of 

Ord continues to grow in popularity and this 

year, the third such event, was the biggest yet. Once 

again the organisers breathed a huge sigh of relief 

when the day dawned dry and reasonably sunny. 

This event, organised 

by the Muir of Ord 

Bowling Club, is     

proving to be an ideal 

opportunity for local 

organisations and 

small businesses to 

boost their funds and 

display their prod-

ucts. This year there 

was a Plant and      

Produce stall by the 

Bowling Club, a   

Bottle Stall by the Communications Group, a 

―Fairtrade‖ stall, hand-made cards by Deirdre Davis 

sold on behalf of  ―Maggies‖, a stall run by Kidzone, 

a silk flowers and soaps stall by Catherine Roska, 

and Aucuparia Botanicals, a new venture by Heather 

Hardie, selling Herbal remedies. And just to make 

sure that nobody went hungry, Mr and Mrs       

Chandhry of Highland Grocers sold 

freshly made, hot samosas, the      

proceeds from which they donated to 

the Community Association to be 

used for the Senior Citizens‘ Summer 

Outing. 

At the same time the Muir of Ord Art 

Group put on a very successful Art 

Exhibition in the Old School. They 

also ran a raffle and baking stall the 

proceeds from which were also      

donated to the Community Assoc. for 

the Senior Citizens‘Outing. 
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Sporting Success for Muir Team 

The Curling 

Club 
 

O ur Curling Club has 4 teams 

that play in the Ross        

Province Leagues, Muir of Ord 1 

& 2 play in 'B' League and 3 & 4 

played in 'C' League this season. 

However teams 3 & 4 finished 

first and second in 'C' League and 

will be moving up into 'B' League 

for the coming Season. This will 

mean all four teams will be     

playing in 'B' League for 2008/09. 

Muir of Ord 4 were undefeated in 

'C' League this season to win the 

Robertson Trophy and Muir of 

Ord 3 finished second. 

The Teams winning promotion 

were: Muir of Ord 4: Sandy Rose 

(skip), Iso Meldrum (3rd), Jim 

Christie (2nd), Allan Bain (lead) 

and David Mackenzie (sub) 

Muir of Ord 3: Gordon Macdonald 

(skip), Ali Eddie (3rd), Jim McKie 

(2nd), Finlay Mackenzie (lead). 

  

 From left to right pictured above 

are; Jim Christie, Sandy Rose, Iso 

Meldrum, Allan Bain and David 

Mackenzie. 

  

A surprise visitor to the Muir 
 

T his lone Mute Swan spent his 

‗Holiday‘, from 24th April to 

11th May on one of the Lochans on 

the west side of the village. 

Was he having a rest, house hunting, 

looking for a mate or was he temporarily unsure of his position i.e. lost? 

Swans were often seen on the Lochans in the 1950s and 60s, regularly 

nesting and rearing their cygnets. 

 

The grainy old photo shows a family being fed by the late Mrs MacRury 

of the Muir. 

 

Chique Boutique Hair, Beauty & Tanning Salon  
Caroline and her team would like to extend a warm welcome to all our existing and new       

customers to our newly furbished Salon. From May 26th 2008 our opening hours now include  

Mondays from 9am to 5.30pm and Thursdays until 8pm. 

‘That,so’ sun makeup 
 

The NEW        
revolutionary 
Automated 

Spray Tanning 
System. 

Flawless spray 
tanning as never 

seen before! 

 
Promotional Price £10 per tan 

INVEST IN YOU AND SIMPLY 
SHINE & SPARKLE 

 
Hair Care including  

Nail Bar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vitesse Sunbed 
 

        PRICES 
 3 MINS - £2.90 
 6 MINS - £3.90 
 9 MINS - £4.50 
12 MINS - £5.90 
60 MINS - £25.00 
 

Telephone 01463 870054               
for an appointment 
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Natural Nails 
Janet Smith 

Qualified Nail Technician 
11, Ord Place, Muir of Ord  

Manicure, Pedicure, Gels, Acrylics  &  Overlays,  
New Body & Facial Waxing 
Daytime & Evening Bookings Available 

For an appointment tele; 01463  870475,  mobile 07745637819 

AMK PhotographyAMK Photography  
Professional Wedding Photography 

Weddings, Silver and Golden  
Celebrations 

All Special occasions catered for  
including Graduations 

 
Photoshop Tuition on a one to one basis 

Home PC basic repairs and upgrades  
Including Hardware & Software 

Installations. 

 
 

Alistair Mackay,  
Rosebank - Killearnan, Muir of Ord 

Telephone 01463 870736 
email.enquiries@amkphotography.co.uk 

Post Office SATELLITE SERVICES at :- 
Marybank Hall (Tuesday & Thursday 10am to 1pm) 

Achterneed Hall (Tuesday & Thursday   

1.30 to 4.30pm) 

Plus Post Office :  

HOME PHONE SERVICE TO TORE 

 

 

 

ROBERTSONS 
THE LARDER 

TOMICH FARM SHOP, BEAULY 
 

SUMMER IS COMING 

 STRAWBERRIES WILL BE READY SOON  

(AFTER THE 10TH JUNE) 

MAIN CROP STRAWBERRIES OUTSIDE  

AFTER THE END OF JUNE 

 

OUR HAPPY HENS ARE LAYING LOTS OF  

PULLET EGGS 

LOTS OF NEW LINES COMING IN  

COME AND SEE US SOON 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10 TO 5  

SUNDAY 12TO 4 

OR AT THE BLACK ISLE SHOW   

01463 782181 

Local Services 
MUIR OF ORD  

POST OFFICE 
For all your Postal Services 

Toys * Cards* Confectionery * Wool 

Faxing & Photo Copying,  

Free to use Cashline  

On demand Euros (Buy & Sell) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Telephone 01463 870250 
This Post Office, Home Phone & Satellite Services 

are not affected by the closure programme. 

naturatanning 
look good feel good…………. 
 
With naturasun spray tanning  

get that holiday look and feeling 
all year round. 
 
For more information or book an appointment 
Call Susan on 01463 871005 or 07732222285 
Certified naturasun operator 
Make an appointment today  

 

 

 

 

Rock View 

Upper Arcan 

Marybank 

Muir of Ord 

Tele: 01997 433244 

Mobile: 07759898771 

Sid MacDonald 
 

Painter & Decorator 
Torr-A-Chuilinn 

Heights of Achterneed 

Strathpeffer, IV14 9AE 

Tel/Fax: 01997 421719 

Mobile: 07801 539595 
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As  
usual there‘s been plenty for the        

Association to deal with.  The success 

of the new Playpark has been fantastic 

but one or two problems had been identified. There 

has been an issue with litter but this was partly due 

to not having a bin in place quickly enough.          

Unfortunately there has also been a problem with 

older teens discarding various alcohol bottles and 

cans (not always empties) so we‘ve had to bring the 

police in on that one. A new white-light spotlight is 

to be installed so that the playpark can be monitored 

on the local CCTV system and this should help us 

identify who is responsible. But meantime, if you 

see youths drinking in the playpark then please give 

the police a call. Too much 

hard work and fundraising 

has been undertaken to 

allow this lovely park to 

be spoiled. 

On the subject of fundrais-

ing, please remember we 

never take for granted the amount of local support 

offered in the Muir. In the last few weeks alone 

we‘ve had donations from Munro‘s Butcher to be 

used for children in the village, Muir of Ord Art 

Group‘s very generous donation of over £300 to  

support the planned Summer Outing for our Senior 

Citizens and the generous (not forgetting tastiest..!) 

donation of all the proceeds from the sale of Mr & 

Mrs Chaudray‘s piping hot Samosas at the Fair in 

the Square..! 

And a quick reminder for all those visiting the Black 

Isle Show to keep your eye out for the Association‘s 

and the Rover‘s stalls to help support the work done 

in the village.  

 

Your Community Council and the Association have 

been working hard over this last few months at     

creating closer links. We‘ve decided that we will 

now hold 2 joint meetings a year so that we can 

swap information. This also allows us to present a 

solid front to public agencies on behalf of Muir of 

Ord. One of the first issues to come from our first 

meeting was on how we can protect our lochans and 

it was agreed that we should press ahead with plans 

to investigate creating a Local Nature Reserve. 

These Reserves or LNRs can be all sorts of places - 

woodlands, wetlands, meadows or coastal sand 

dunes. They provide wild spaces where plants and 

animals, both common and rare, can thrive. They 

offer a natural environment, in contrast with our   

formal open green spaces 

such as parks and gardens, 

but are still readily accessi-

ble to people. These sites are 

also protected from inappro-

priate development through 

the Planning System. There 

will be a public meeting 

soon to discuss this subject 

so keep your eye out for 

posters with the details. 

The Hall group has been 

really busy and having 

looked at the information that‘s been gathered over 

the last few years in regard to facilities etc in the 

Muir and they have decided to retain the services of 

an experienced consultant to help pull all of the     

information together. Some of this research is a little 

outdated so they‘re currently working hard collating 

and updating it. You can help by filling in the     

questionnaires that are being distributed so that we 

can weigh up the various options that may be open 

to us. I know that some of this work looks to be 

‗same stuff, different day‘ but we need to do it if we 

want to compete with other communities for       

funding. 

Martha Chisholm, President 

Community  

Association  

News 
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A - Z of The Muir Clubs/Associations 

Bridge Club 
Thursday evenings 7.00pm - 9.30pm 

GP Room, Tarradale School 

Contact Dot Chalmers on 870045 

Meet September to April 

 Bowling Indoor 
Saturday evening @ 7pm 

Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

Contact Ann Bell 01463 870170 

Meet October to April 

Curling Club 
Monday evenings, 7.30pm & 9.30pm 

Inverness Ice Rink, Bught Park. 

Contact ; Tom Inglis on 01463 870693 

or Email tommyinglis@aol.com 

Community Association 
 

Meeting are held Bi-monthly in the Pavilion . 

Next Meeting 12th August 2008@ 7.30pm 

Contact details; 870033 

Amateur Swimming Club 
Monday 

Children must be Age 7 plus 

Meet in the Square 

For an application form contact Helen on 01463 871428 

Scrabble Club 
Monday afternoon 2.00pm - 4.00pm 

Church Hall, Seaforth Road. 

Contact Muriel Mackay on 01463 870917 

Meet all year round 

 Bowling Outdoor 
Meet April to September 

Club nights Wednesday & Saturday & 7pm. 

Contact details ;  

Maureen Howie 870282 

Lunch Club 
 

Wednesday @12 noon 

Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

Contact details 01463 870065  

Country Dancing 
 Monday evenings  

 October / April 

Village Hall 7.30 - 9.30pm 

Contact Ellan Cromb 870860 

Art Group 
Tues @ 7.00pm & Sat 10.00am / 12 noon 

The old School 

Contact Annie MacLean on 870274 

Meet all year round. 

Jogging for Beginners  
Age no barrier-all levels 

Mondays @ 7pm, Wednesday 1.30pm & 7pm 

Contact: Joan Munro 870237,  Hazel Keiro 01997 

414376  or Ian Dempster 07724 199 880 

 Football Club (The Rovers) 
Football for all ages. 

Further details can be obtained from Team 

Coach Billy MacGruer on 870093 

Anyone wishing to join the Committee will be welcome. 

S.W.R.I. 
1st Monday of the month  @ 7.30pm 

Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

Contact Mrs W Stephen 01463 870065 

Meet September to May 

Over 60s Club 
2nd Wednesday of the month @ 7.00pm 

Tarradale School 

Contact details Ken Howie 01463 870282 

Meet October to May 

Walking Group (Step-it-up) 
If you would like to get involved in the group, 

receive a pedometer progress card, a Great 

Glen Way Challenge Map,  please contact 

Step it up Highland 01463 729997 

Community Council 
 

All meetings are open to the public.   

They are normally held in Tarradale School and are  

advertised locally. 

Are you a member of a local club or group which is not mentioned above? To advertise your club or group  

free on this page contact ‘Muir Matters’, our contact details can be found on page 13. 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.jmeacham.com/images/literacy.centers.pics/scrabble_tiles_180.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.jmeacham.com/words.htm&h=180&w=228&sz=8&hl=en&start=25&tbnid=dBPbhSmJWObf-M:&tbnh=85&tbnw=108&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dscr
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The Really Really Useful Page 
Library Opening Hours 

Monday: 10am /12..30pm, 2/ 5 pm & 6/ 8 pm 

Thursday: 10am / 12.30 pm & 6/ 8 pm 

Friday2.00 / 5.00pm 

 

Internet access 

Talking books for adults and children are available and  a selection 

of magazines can be read on the premises. 

Telephone/Fax 01463 870196 

Telephone Numbers 
Doctor‘s Surgeries 

Strathlene, Muir of Ord 01463 870843 

Croyard Rd, Beauly  01463 782794 

Dingwall Med. Group  01349 863030 

Aird Practice, Beauly  01463 782214 

 

Chemist 

Muir of Ord Pharmacy - 01463 870806 

 

Hospitals 

Raigmore - 01463 704000 

Ross Memorial - 01349 863313 

‗NHS 24‘ - 08454 24 24 24 

 

Samaritans 

0845 7909090 

Inverness - 01463 713456 

 

Alcohol DrinkLine 

Freefone - 0800 917 8282 

 

Childline 

Freefone - 0800 1111 

 

National Drugs Helpline 

Freefone 0800 77 66 00 

Council Services 

 

Highland Council - 01463 702000 

*** 

Council: Refuse Collection 

01349 863381 

*** 

Dingwall Leisure Centre 

01349 864226 

*** 

M.O.O. Service Point - 01463 870201 

*** 

Dog Warden  - 01463 702000 

 

Schools 

Dingwall Academy - 01349 863071 

Mulbuie - 01349 861289 

Tarradale - 01463 870484 

*** 

Police 

Muir of Ord - 01463 870222 

Crime Stoppers - 0800 555 111 

*** 

Post Office - 01463 870250 

*** 

‗Handy Person Service‘ 

01349 884774  

 

The Rape and Abuse Line (RAL) 
The Rape and Abuse line offers a freephone confidential helpline 

to persons who have survived rape or abuse no matter how long 

ago their experiences were. We also offer support to the family or 

partner of the person who has been affected. We can, where       

possible, arrange for face to face counselling.  

Our helplines are: 

08 08 800 123 answered by female support workers. 

08 08 800 122 answered by male support workers. 

Both lines are manned most evenings between 7pm & 10pm. 

(RAL is a registered charity; SC 007515) 

Alcohol Counselling Service Ross / Sutherland 

Need someone to talk to? 

Free confidential one to one counselling 

Support for family and friends 

Out of hours confidential answering service 

Telephone 01862 894097  

The agency works throughout Ross-shire & Sutherland and those  

wishing for an appointment will be seen in a confidential setting. 

All our counsellors are trained by Alcohol Focus Scotland 

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am : 4pm. 

D.J. MACLENNAN & SON 
Funeral Directors 

Westwater, West Road, Muir of Ord 

Established 1947 

Tel: 01463 870891 & 01463 741312 

 

Hearse & Limousine– Funerals & Cremations 

Private Rest Room 

Distance no Object—24 hour Service 

 

“Your local business serving a wide area with  

sensitivity and dignity” 

Golden Charter and Golden Leaves Funeral Plans 

 

Hearse and Limousine hire available 
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The Really Really Useful Page 2 
Train Times to and from The Muir 

Muir of Ord to Inverness 

Monday to Saturday 

0752, 0935, 1014, 1113, 1153, 1341, 1407, 1558, 1629 

1724, 1857, 1943, 2013 & 2233  

Sunday  

1241,1537, 1545,1723, 1955 

 

 

 
 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0714, 0853, 0915, 1039, 1052, 1217, 1241, 1433 

 1703, 1752, 1815 & 2039 

Sunday  

1056, 1118, 1800, 1815 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 

Monday to Saturday 

0734, 0914, 0937, 1102, 1116, 1238, 1302, 1455 

1726, 1813, 1836 & 2059 

Sunday  

1119, 1138, 1823, 1838 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0742, 0924, 1005, 1050,  1144, 1329, 1358, 1549, 1620 

1715, 1848, 1934, 2004 & 2224 

Sunday 

1233, 1527, 1536, 1714, 1946 

 

From 18th May 2008 to 13th December 2008 

Bus Times to and from  

The Muir 
 

Muir of Ord to Inverness 
Monday to Friday 

0640, 0715, 0805, 0905, 1005, 1105, 1205, 1305, 1405, 

1505, 1605, 1705, 1805, 1917, 2017, 2217 plus 0803, 1105 

&1435 via Kessock & 1803 to Longman bus depot. 

Saturday  

0640, 0715, 0811, 0905, 1005, 1105, 1205, 1305, 1405, 

1505, 1605, 1705, 1810, 1917, 2017, 2217  

plus 0803  & 1435 via Kessock  

Sunday  

1139, 1339, 1539, 1739, & 1959 

 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 
Monday to Friday 

0615*, 0640* , 0745, 0845, 0940, 0945, 1045, 1145, 1245, 

1310, 1345, 1445, 1600, 1610, 1700, 1710, 1800, 

1900,2100, & 2320 

Saturday 

0615*, 0800, 0845, 0940, 0945, 1045, 1145, 1245, 1310, 

1345, 1445, 1600, 1705, 1710, 1800, 1900, 2100, & 2320 

Sunday 

0945, 1145, 1345, 1545 & 1830  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 
Monday to Friday 

0823, 0923, 1013, 1023, 1123, 1223, 1323, 1343, 1423, 

1523, 1638, 1643, 1738, 1844, 1944, 2144 & 0004 

Saturday 

0838, 0923, 1013, 1023, 1123, 1223, 1323, 1343, 1423, 

1523, 1638, 1743, 1844, 1944, 2144 & 0004 

Sunday 

1032, 1232, 1432, 1632, & 1917 

 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 
All times from the Royal Hotel 

Monday to Friday 

0750, 0850, 0950, 1045, 1050, 1150, 1250, 1350, 1415, 

1450, 1550, 1650, 1750, 1905, 2005, 2205 

Saturday 

0756, 0850, 0950, 1045, 1050, 1150, 1250, 1350, 1415, 

1450, 1550, 1650, 1755, 1905, 2005 & 2205 

Sunday 

1128, 1328, 1528, 1728, & 1948 

 

*Leaves from Longman bus depot 

 

From 4th February 2008 

Highland Council  DIAL-A-BUS SERVICE 
Operated by C & E Taxis 

This service is available Monday & Friday;  

7am - 8am & 6pm - 7pm plus Tuesday, Thursday & 

Friday; 7am - 8am, 9am - 1pm & 4pm - 7pm.  

Telephone bookings 01349 866007 

For more information pick up a brochure from the  

Service Point, Seaforth Road. 

Shopmobility Highland  
 

Inverness, Falcon Gallery, Car Park Level 2, 

Eastgate   Centre, Inverness, IV2 3PR.        

Tel; 01463 717624 or email shopmo@omn.net               

Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 5.00pm.  

 

Dingwall; Nicol‘s Court, Dingwall, IV15 9SW; Tel; 01349 

866040 or email shopmobility.dingwall@ecosse.net 

Monday to Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm 

 

The service can also provide you with an escort if you   

require any assistance with your shopping, and if you are 

travelling by public transport chairs can be arranged to 

meet you on your arrival. 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://i1.trekearth.com/photos/23065/pickering_station.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Europe/United_Kingdom/photo419895.htm&h=533&w=800&sz=105&hl=en&start=33&tbnid=U2piVZUlrpYJjM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=143&


 

 

12 ‗Muir Matters‘ Issue 14 

 

 

 
   ? Would you like to see improvements made in or around  
   your home? 
 

 
? Did you know Council tenants have a legal right to be  
   consulted about their Housing Service? 
 

  
? Would you like to join with your neighbours or other 
   Council tenants in your area to tell us what  
   improvements are necessary where you live? 
                      

                     If you would like to find out more please call: 
                     Carol Elliot, The Highland Council Tenant  
                     Participation Officer for your area on  
                     01349 877408 or  
                     e-mail carol.elliot@highland.gov.uk 

―Muir Matters‖ 

Village Hall 

Seaforth Road 

Muir of Ord 

IV6 7TA 

Tele: 01463 870822 

Email: editor@muirmatters.co.uk 

letters@muirmatters.co.uk 

 

Our Website is temporarily closed 

down due to security issues. 
 

Want to contact us? 

The next issue of „Muir Matters‟ will be on sale from Early June 2008.  

Any articles for inclusion must be submitted by our deadline of Friday 22nd August 2008 

The Really Really Useful Page 3 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO       

PUBLICISE YOUR SERVICES 

IN ‘MUIR MATTERS’  

NEWSLETTER? 

For further details & cost  

Contact Maureen Thomson  

on 01463 870365 

H 
ave you relatives and friends staying away from the Muir 

who would be interested in receiving a copy of ‗Muir       

Matters‘? We could  mail  them a copy on your behalf for a 

yearly subscription of: UK 1st class £4.80, and overseas rates of: 

Europe £7.00, World Zones 1 and 2 £8.80. Price includes, ‗Muir     

Matters‘,  postage & packing plus 10p handling charge. For more     

information please write, email or telephone  we will be happy to    

discuss your requirements.  

To order a copy of „Muir Matters‟ please contact us using  

the details as given on this page. 

Back copies of ‗Muir Matters‘ are also available on request.  

The Communications Group are looking for old photographs 

of Muir of Ord as part of our Living History Project. 

If any of  our readers are in possession of old snaps of the     

village and surrounding area we would love to hear from you. 

We promise to take great care of your photographs and   

return them to you as soon as possible. 

Please contact us using the details as shown above. 

Do you know something  

we don‟t? 
Muir Matters is constantly growing and evolving, so if 

you’re aware of any new material, information  or stories that 

you think we could include then please get in touch.  

Please write, email or give us a call.  

Whilst we welcome and look forward 

to receiving letters and articles for 

publication in „Muir Matters‟ we     

reserve the right to alter or amend 

them as we deem necessary.  

All correspondence must be  

accompanied by your name, address 

and telephone number.  

Whilst every care is taken to ensure  

accuracy, the editors of ‘Muir Matters’ 

take no  responsibility for errors in  

articles submitted. 
Do you live in a Council or ex-Council house? 
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Open Close 

 Friday 

27th June 08 

Tuesday 

19th August 08 

Friday 

10th October 08 

Weekly Activities  

School Calendar Session 2007/2008 

Monday 
In the Village Hall 

* Bodybalance @ 10am to 11am  

*(Suspended until further notice)* 

In the Free Church Hall, West Road 
Mother & Toddler Afternoon (contact Deirdre 871257) 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 
Scrabble Club meets @ 2.00pm. 

Meet in the Square 
Swimming Club, contact Helen, 01463 871428 

Jogscotland @ 7pm contact Joan 870237 or  

Ian 07724 199 880 

Tuesday  
In the Free Church Hall, West Road 

Noah's Ark Group 10am - 11.30am  

 In the Old School  
Art Group @ 7pm 

 

Wednesday  
In the Village Hall 

Babyzone from 9.30 to 11.30am  

(for more details phone Health Visitor 783403)  

Lunch Club @ 12 noon (870065 for futher details) 

Scout Group @ 5.15 to 9.30pm 

(For further details telephone 01463 870810)  

Meet in the Square 
Jogscotland @ 1.30pm Contact Joan 870237,  

Hazel  01997 414376  or Ian  07724 199 880 

Jogsccotland @ 7pm Contact Joan or Ian 

Healthways Step-it-up Walking Group @ 2pm 

Bowling Green 

Muir of Ord Bowling Club @ 7pm 

 

Thursday 
In the Village Hall 

Dance of Egypt @ 10am - 11.30am 

  

Friday  
In the Village Hall 

Legs, Bums & Tums  @ 10.00 - 11.00am 

Step & Step Dance @ 6.15 - 8.30pm 

In the Free Church Hall, West Road 
Jam Club @ 4 to 5pm (contact Deirdre 871257) 

Friday Zone @ 6.30 (contact Nicki 870250) 

Youth Club @7.30 (contact Chisholm Urquhart 871257) 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 
Challengers academy age @ 7.30pm ( Alistair  870259) 

 

Saturday 
In the Old School 

Art Group 10am to 12 noon 

 Bowling Green 

Muir of Ord Bowling Club@ 7pm 

Church of God, Muir of Ord. 

Evening Services  

Every Sunday @ 6.30pm 

Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

Local believers organise fellowship meetings.  

Sunday evenings. Everyone Welcome. 

Pastor W G McLaughlan B.A.Hons.PGCE 

Contact Church Secretary 01463 870001 

Church of Scotland 
Service times: 

1st & 3rd Sundays of the month at the West 

Church Urray , 11.00am. 

2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays at the East Church,  

Seaforth Road, 11.00am 

Evening Services at 6.30pm in the East Church. 

Morning crèche available 

Free Church 
West Road, Muir of Ord 

Service Times :  

Sunday 12 noon and 6.30pm 

Creche Available 

Muir of Ord Scout Group 
 

 

Scouts (10 - 14 years)  8pm to 9.30pm 

Alf McGregor 01463 870810 

Cubs (8 - 10 years) 6.30pm to 7.45pm 

Gordon Simpson 01463 782043 

Beavers ( 6—8 years) 5.15pm to 6.15pm 

Brenda McGregor 01463 870810 

 

Wednesdays in the Village Hall 

 

2nd Muir of Ord Guides 
 

Meet in the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Wednesdays 7.15pm to 9pm 

10 to 14 year old girls 

All welcome 

For more information contact  

Janice at Forbes (01463 870240) 
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Do you have a useful telephone number that you could share with us? Please get in touch and we will add 

it to our Really Really Useful Pages.  

Citizens Advice Bureau 
4 Church Street, Dingwall, IV15 9SB 

Telephone; 01349 864850 Fax; 01349 862898  

Office Hours; 10.00 to 2.00 Tuesday, Wednesday  

and Friday 

We are always looking for new volunteers. 

Fun Day 
Saturday 21st June 

Tarradale Primary School - 2pm to 5pm. 

For more information see page 18 

Diary Dates 

The Handy Person Service 
This service is available to pensioners over 60 and those 

with a disability, who find it difficult or impossible to 

undertake small jobs around their homes. 

Some examples of tasks undertaken are fitting and    

hanging curtains, moving furniture around the house, 

replacing washers, unblocking drains, cleaning gutters 

(single storey) and much more. For more information 

phone 01349 884774 

Ross-shire Women's Aid  
We provide refuge, support and information to women        

children and young people who have experienced        

Domestic Abuse. To speak to someone confidentially 

please telephone 01349 863568  Monday to Friday 10am 

to 5pm (24 hour answering service) 

 

Highland Libraries 

 
The summer Reading Challenge for 

schoolchildren will once again be 

held during the school holidays. 

The theme this year is ‗Team Read‘. 

 

Information, forms etc. will be available at the end 

of the school term in Muir of Ord Library. 

The Really Really Useful Page 3½ 

Alzheimer Scotland 

Action on Dementia 

Tea Party and Bring & Buy Sale 
To be held at Tarradale House, Muir of Ord 

Thursday 11th September 

2.30pm - 5pm 

Entrance by Donation, All Welcome 

Help on the day, and offers of baking, preserves, 

plants etc. most welcome 

Tel: Judith Grant 01463 871735 

Telephone Preference Service (TPS) 
Are you fed up with unwanted and  

unsolicited telephone calls? 
You can register free of charge for this service when you 

do not want to receive direct marketing calls.  

Call 0845 07 007 07; 24 hours a day 7 days a week to 

access this automated service.  

Have You Registered Yet? 
Why not register your mobile phone free of 

charge on the National Mobile Phone Register by 

visiting www.immobilise.com 

The information given can help the Police to  re-

turn lost or stolen phones to their rightful   own-

ers. It also enables a bar to be placed on the phones SIM 

card which prevents unauthorised use whilst out of your 

hands.  

Phones can only be registered through the website. 

Before you go on-line, you need a note of your phones 

serial number. You can obtain this by keying *#06# into 

the handset, the 15-digit number immediately appears. If 

you aren‘t on-line at home, the library will provide help 

and internet access. 

Pets & Animals - Useful Telephone Numbers 

SSPCA: 01463 231191 

RSPB: 01463 715000 

Cat Protection League: 01463 225138 

Munlochy Animal Aid: 01463 811722 

Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 
 A Public Meeting is to be held in  

mid - summer to investigate the creation of 

nature reserves  in and around Muir of Ord. 

Posters will be displayed around the village 

nearer the date. 

Friday 27 June  

 
Muir of Ord Rovers are entertaining 

Dotty Grants‘ bairns from Romania on 

Friday 27 June at the football pitch with 

a game of football. They will play a fun 

game with a Under15 / Under17 select 

team.   

The committee will entertain them         

afterwards with a barbecue at the changing 

rooms.  The Rovers welcome these kids 

who are less fortunate than our own and 

look forward to having a nice fun evening 

with them.  
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Pastoral Care Group 
In the Church of Scotland we have a pastoral care 

group that visits the house-bound, sick, elderly and 

others in need.  If anyone who presently does not re-

ceive a visit feels they would like one, please  contact 

Ivy on 01463-870308. 

Muir Amateur Swimming Club 
 

We are a small community club run by parents, 

helping our children to enjoy the benefits of  

swimming. All abilities welcome (children must be 

Age7+) the bus leaves from the square on Mondays 

@ 7.15pm and returns 9.15 approx. 

Parents will be required to do 1-2 duties per term. 

For an application form contact Helen on 

 01463 871428 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

‘Coffee at the Kirk’ 

 

Following on from the success of last 

year's 'Coffee at the Kirk' at the Church of 

Scotland Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of 

Ord, we have decided to start it earlier this year.   

Each Friday from April to September, coffee morn-

ings will take place between 1000 to 1200.  This is a 

good opportunity to have a chat with some old, and 

hopefully new friends over a cup of tea or coffee and 

some home-baking.  It is all free but a donation can 

be made if desired. 

 We really look forward to meeting you. 

  

For further information please contact 

Carole on 01463-871039. 

Morning Call 

 

Morning call offers a free telephone   

service to older people to help them feel 

safe.  

At present there are 14 ladies who        

volunteer to make daily calls to over 50 people. 

 

They would be delighted to hear from anyone who 

would like to take advantage of the service. 

Contact Alan Michael on 01463 790410 

LEGS, BUMS, TUMS 
EVERY FRIDAY 

VILLAGE HALL 

MUIR OF ORD 

FROM 10.00 - 11.00AM 

 

ALSO 

MULBUIE HALL 

(NEXT TO MULBUIE SCHOOL) 

EVERY TUESDAY 
FROM 7.00 - 8.00PM 

 

NO 1 FOR FITNESS TRAINING 

SHARON EMERSON 

QUALIFIED INSTRUCTION 

PERSONAL TRAINING - ASK FOR DETAILS 

Contact the Elderly 
 

A Contact the Elderly Group has been running the 

Muir of Ord area for over 10 years. During this 

time many older people have benefited from the 

regular monthly Sunday afternoon outings for tea. 

We are now looking for some more hosts. All you 

require is to live in the general Muir of Ord area, 

have a large teapot and a downstairs toilet.           

By arrangement and agreement once a year a group 

of 5 - 8 old people will come along one Sunday 

afternoon a year and enjoy hospitality.   

All enquiries to: 

Mrs Sheila MacLeod 01463 871286 or to  

Alan Michael on 01463 790410 

 

We are totally reliant on voluntary donations to 

carry out our work. 

A Few Tips when spring cleaning your Microwave 

Heating a container of 

lemon juice and water on 

‗high‘ is a very effective 

way to rid a microwave of 

odours. 

Combine 1 cup of water 

with ½ cup of lemon juice 

heat on ‗high‘ for 3 mins. 

Stand for further 3/5 mins.    

To remove stains from the 

ceramic turntable, make a 

paste of baking soda and 

water and apply it to the 

stain. Let it sit until the 

stain disappears, then wipe 

it off and rinse with a clean 

wet sponge or cloth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clean the microwave door 

with paper towels and glass 

cleaner. 

To remove dried-on food, 

heat 2 cups of water for 3 / 

5 minutes on high power. 

The resulting steam will 

soften the dried food.  

Then wipe down the       

interior with a clean  

sponge or soft cloth. 
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Name……………………………...……………. 

 

Address………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………. 

 

P/Code…………..Tel/No………………………. 

 

Signed………………………………………….. 

 

For a chance of winning a £10.00 Book Token, fill in 

the above form and send the completed grid in a 

sealed envelope (photocopies not accepted) to 

„Muir Matters‟ Prize Crossword No 14,  

Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord,  

IV6 7TA. Entries must be received by Friday  

July 25th 2008. 

 

The first correct entry drawn after the closing date 

will win the prize. Answers and winners name will 

be published in our next Issue.  

 1 2  3  4  5   

6          7 

8      9     

    10       

11   12   13 14    

   15        

16  17    18  19   

    20       

21      22     

           

 23          

Across 

 
1) Beauly Firth Village (9) 

8) Town on the Moray Firth (5) 

9) Vexed (5) 

10) Sister (3) 

11) Muse of Poetry (5) 

13) US Pugilist (5) 

15) African Mammal in short (5) 

16) Monikers (5) 

18) Bye-bye (5) 

20) Former small French coin (3) 

21) Binge (5) 

22) Resting (5) 

23) Western Isles town (9) 

 

Down 

 
2) Heather genus (5) 

3) Gourmet(11) 

4) African Violet (11) 

5) Tarns, lochs or loughs (5) 

6) Scottish city (9) 

7) UK Capital city (9) 

12) Definite article (3) 

14) 10th letter of the Hebrew  

alphabet (Alt Spelling) (3) 

17) Worth (5) 

19) Balearic Island (5) 

Published & Printed by Muir of Ord Communications Group, Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA 

Congratulations to  

A Forrester, Balvaird Road, on 

winning our prize crossword 

No 13.  

The prize is a £10.00 book token. 
Issue 12 Solutions 

Across 

1)Hide and seek 7) Rioja 8) Satin 9)Yak 

11) Erse 13) Calf 14) Largo 15) Asti  

17) Bass 19) Caw 21) Intro 22) Orate 

23) Gamekeepers 

Down 

1) Horse racing 2)Dross 3) Away 4) 

Dusk 5) Extra 6) Kingfishers10)Aorta 

12) Eli 13) Cob 16) Totem 18) Amaze  

19) Cork 20) Woke. 

Congratulations to 

Jack 
 

The winner of our  

Issue 13 

„Spot the Difference‟ 

Competition was 

Jack Andrews  

aged 9 years of  

Lilyloch 

Muir of Ord 

 

Want to win £10.00 in our Young‟uns   

„Find the Owl Competition‟ ? 

 

 

 

 

 

For a chance of winning £10.00 tell us how many owls you can find  

hidden in this issue of ‗Muir Matters‘ 

 

Send your answer on a postcard along with your name, 

age, telephone number and address to:  

 

‗Find the Owl Competition‘,  

Muir Matters, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA  

Entries to reach us by Friday 

 25th July 2008 please. 
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The Old Church at  

Gilchrist 
 

L ast spring some folk 

from the Muir       

researched the Old 

Church at Gilchrist/

Kilchrist (meaning 

Christ‘s church) in Muir 

of Ord. This church has 

been in existence from at 

least the 13th century as a 

church for Tarradale     

Parish. The present build-

ing preserves some of the 

medieval features, notably 

an aumbry for the safekeeping of the sacrament.        

Tarradale of course was the main estate in the area 

and this church related to the estate and castle. The 

parish of Tarradale was later combined with Urray 

around 1600 and Gilchrist church went out of use 

around 1780 when 

the new church was 

built at Urray (West 

church). 

There is a rather 

gruesome tradition 

that says that the 

MacDonalds of 

Glengarry burned 

the MacKenzies who 

were in the church in 1603, but many now believe 

that this did not happen. 

The project investigating Gilchrist Church was part 

of a *WEA Exploring your Past Local Investigation 

community project and the groups‘ findings and    

photographs are on now display at the Library.      

Certainly worth a look! 

 
 

* If you would like to know more about the Workers 

Educational Association (WEA) and the courses they 

offer then telephone 01463 710577 or log on to 

www.weascotland.org.uk  

Lemonade (Serves 8) 

 
9 large washed lemons 

4 oz Caster sugar 

2½ Pints Boiling water 

Ice cubes, a lemon (optional) and Mint leaves for 

serving 

 

20 minutes prep time & 2½ hours chilling time. 

 

Pare the rind from the lemons, using a vegetable 

peeler. Take care to avoid the white pith. Squeeze 

and strain the juice to make ¾ pint. 

Put the lemon rind into a large, heatproof bowl, add 

the sugar and the boiling water. Stir until the sugar 

dissolves, then cover and leave to stand for 30       

minutes. 

Strain the lemon liquid into a jug and stir in the 

lemon juice. Cover the jug and  refrigerate for at 

least 2 hours until well chilled. 

Put several ice cubes into tall glasses, pour in the 

lemonade and decorate with washed mint leaves and 

lemon wedges (optional). 

The lemonade will keep in the fridge for up to a 

week, but do not add ice to the jug as this will dilute 

the flavour. 

AYT. 

MY FAVOURITE homemade  recipe  
a Non-alcoholic Drink to enjoy during the long hot summer evenings! 

Muir of Ord 

Over 60‟s 
 

The Muir of Ord Over 60‘s Club 

ended their winter programme 

with an extremely enjoyable      

Musical Evening in Tarradale 

School. The first part of the     

evening‘s entertainment was     

provided by the ―Hopscotch‖   

Guitar Group. This group is run by 

Mr Adrian Eaton who tutors     

children from this area, and Club 

members were thrilled by the 

playing of children as young as 

seven up to teenagers, and are    

already   looking forward to next 

year when they have promised to 

come back again. 

The second part of the evening‘s    

entertainment was provided by the 

―Tarradale Fiddlers‖ whose     

numbers have greatly increased 

since first they played at      

Christmas, 

and it was particularly pleasing to 

see that this group now contains a      

number of young fiddlers. They 

played a wide variety of tradi-

tional  Scottish music which the 

audience obviously greatly        

enjoyed. 

 

A day trip to Christies and Baxters 

of Fochaber and Granton on Spey,    

organised by Mrs Eleanor Innes 

for the Over 60s Club was greatly        

enjoyed by all of the members.  
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Muir Micro Solutions Ltd 
 

 
Andrew Macleman 
 
Computer Building 
Repairs / Upgrades 
Networks / Consultation 
Tel / Fax No: 01349 866000 / 866111 
E-mail: corrie@ecosse.net 

Local Services 

Culture Cuts 
Professional Ladies & Gents Hair Salon 

Due to customer demand  
Donna is now available for  

Saturday appoints 
Call us on 01463 870205  

Logan Buildings, Muir of Ord 

Floral Creations 
                by 

Florrie Macgruer 
 

59 Highfield Circle 
Muir of Ord 

Tele; 01463 870431 
 

Flowers for all occasions 

 

Registered Office 

16 Newmore 

Muir of Ord 

Ross-shire 

IV6 7RG 

Over 40 years Main  

Dealer Experience 

 

(FORD, JAGUAR & VW  SPECIALISTS) 
ALL MAKES CATERED FOR 

 

 

Unit 18, Tomich Industrial Estate, 

Muir of Ord, Ross-shire 

Tele: 01463 871321 

 

 

QUALITY WORK AT  

AFFORDABLE PRICES 

ELEANOR FISHER 
In-Touch Therapies 

 
Ord Road, Muir of Ord 

01463 871866 & 07887 556503 
 

Massage : Aromatherapy : 
:  Indian Head Massage :  

Hopi Ear Candles  : 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gift Vouchers Available 

www.intouchhighland.co.uk 

ALEXANDER & MACKAY 

GARAGE SERVICES 
Reflexology 

the natural step to better health 

Susan Bennetta, IIR, MAR 

West Lodge, Highfield,  

Muir of Ord 

01463-871900 

MINIBUSES 
FOR HIRE 

 

CMH, MUIR OF ORD 
8/16 SEATERS FOR HIRE 

16 PEOPLE TO INVERNESS £40 
TO AND FROM INVERNESS £75 
ADVANCE BOOKING REQUIRED 

TEL; 01463 870345 
 

Proprietor C MacLeod,  
16 Corrie Gardens, Muir of Ord          

Muir Micro 

Solutions 
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A Little Muir History!! 
Did you know? 

During World War I there was an   

urgent need for emergency field 

wound dressings and sphagnum moss, 

with its natural chemical substance 

that could aid healing and complete 

with a natural antiseptic, was much 

sought after. In addition to its ability 

to absorb several times its own weight 

in water (liquid or blood), sphagnum 

moss was also light to carry, making 

it ideal for carrying as an in-pocket 

field dressing. 

It grew in abundance in many places 

around the area and volunteers from 

Muir of Ord would pick the moss and 

deliver it to the hospital or sorting  

areas where it was picked through and assembled into packs before being despatched to field hospitals. 

This practise continued through till the end of World War II.  

Here is another puzzle ‗Muir Matters‘ would 

like your help in solving. 

 

When did the tradition of holding an annual 

gala in Muir of Ord start, indeed why and who 

started it? 

 

When do you think the photograph on the right 

was taken, judging by the car on the right we 

think it was probably in the early 1960s?  

 

The photograph on the right takes in the       

village hall looking along Seaforth Road. 

Through the ages railways have 

played a major part in a communi-

ties life, and Muir of Ord is no     

exception.  

For instance, the Black Isle Rail-

way was originally a branch of the 

Highland Railway network. Apart 

from the main line north there was 

a branch running from the Muir to 

Fortrose with stations at Redcastle, 

Allangrange, Munlochy and Avoch 

from 1894 until 1951. 

 

In a future edition, ‗Muir Matters‘ 

would like to feature an article on 

how the railway affected the lives 

of the Muir of Ord residents. Have you a tale to tell or photographs to share with us, if so please we would 

love to hear from you?  

Picture courtesy of Dolly Cameron 

Photograph courtesy of Sandy Pollock 
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CHURCHeS 

WORKING 

TOGETHER 
 

I n the March issue of Muir Matters we reported 

that the three Church Congregations in Muir of 

Ord – Church of God, Church of Scotland and Free 

Church of Scotland – were joining together for a 

Good   Friday Service on 21 March at Tarradale    

Primary School.  There was a good turn-out of over 

100     people who enjoyed the playing of the bag 

pipes and singing by the children and one of the 

adults.  There was a short address by one of the  

ministers and afterwards there was tea, coffee and 

cakes that went down a treat. 

On the night donations were made and the sum of 

£195 was collected and this was later handed over to 

Fiona Hawthorne from the MacMillan Nurses      

Cancer Support as shown in the photograph.  From 

left to right are the Rev Alastair Gordon, Pastor Billy 

McLaughlan, Rev Gordon Martin and Fiona       

Hawthorne.  

Following on from this event and with the aim of 

building stronger links between the congregations 

and the community the three Churches are holding a 

fun day in the grounds of Tarradale Primary 

School between 2pm and 5pm on Saturday 21 

June, 2008.  A date for your diary!  This event is 

planned to include a beat the goalie, coconut shy, 

paint ball,  bring and buy baking stand, barbecue etc.   

For the 'beat the goalie' competition Ross County FC 

have kindly agreed for one of their under 19 goalies 

to come along, so get your shooting boots ready!! 

All proceeds will go to Friends of Urray House.  

Any further details will be announced on Moray 

Firth Radio. 

We really look forward to seeing you on the day. 

HELPING 

HANDS FOR 

OUR OLD 

FOLK 
 

I t‘s easy to forget, that many 

men and women who lived in 

the village, ran our clubs and      

associations in the Muir, in the 

past, and contributed so much to 

village life are still alive and    

kicking. 

We would like to draw attention to 

some of the people (and              

organisations) who volunteer to 

help to make the lives of our old 

folk a wee bit more comfortable. 

―Contact the Elderly‖ is a U.K. 

wide organisation.   The Muir 

group is run by Mrs Sheila 

MacLeod, who organises regular 

visits to the homes of volunteer 

hostesses who provide scrump-

tious afternoon tea, conversation 

and society to some of our older 

ladies and gentlemen. Volunteer 

drivers assist Sheila in this very 

worthwhile group. 

The ―Lunch Club‖ provides a 

hearty meal and a place for ―Auld 

freens‖ to meet.   It is in the       

Village Hall on Wednesdays under 

the kindly eye of Wendy Stephen 

and her happy band of helpers.   

The excellent food is cooked by 

the cheery ladies in the Primary 

School canteen and delivered to 

the hall. 

―Cruising down the river?‖   Well 

the Caledonian Canal actually.   

Ivy Garrick organises a couple of 

summer sails for our old folk on 

the good ship Seagull.              

This comfortable boat is entirely       

supported by local companies and 

public bodies and is crewed by an 

intrepid band of volunteers.   Tea 

and biscuits (and sometimes 

lovely cake) are served on board.    

This trip is eagerly anticipated by 

all. 

Aye! Don‘t forget the old 

folk….ye‘ll be one yourself some 

day. 

The Community Association has, 

for many years taken our O.A.P.s 

to local hotels at Christmas for a 

very successful festive treat. 
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VIETNAM TO CAMBODIA CYCLE         

CHALLENGE   

23 FEBRUARY – 4 MARCH 2008 

O n 23 February 23 intrepid cyclists plus support 

team set off for a wee bike ride. The group  

cycled 500km from Ho Chi Minh City in Southern 

Vietnam, via the Mekong Delta to Angkor Wat at 

Siem Reap in the north of Cambodia. 

I was one of the lucky 23 to participate in what was  

one of the best experiences of my life.  

The ride was a real cultural experience as we cycled 

along small paths and tracks through villages,     

causing a stir wherever we went! By the end of day  

even we were hoarse shouting back hellos to the  

local kids who were so excited to see us. 

The cycling was hot, nudging 40C in Cambodia, and 

sometimes on quite uneven track, but pure joy      

because it was flat, windless and dry, unlike my 

training grounds of the Highlands! 

Both countries were incredibly interesting which 

made this trip more than just 

a cycle challenge. We 

learned about some of the 

more recent history and saw 

the legacy of the Vietnam 

war and rule of terror under 

Pol Pot. But because we 

were cycling off the beaten 

track we got to see the real 

country and the real lives of the people, and experi-

enced their great hospitality and friendliness. 

We also experienced some great local cuisine, and 

some more unusual local delicacies like snake wine, 

porcupine stir fry, hard 

boiled duck embryo, and 

fried tarantulas! 

I promise you I tried them 

all and would willingly 

have them all again. 

We have raised around 

£96,000 to support the 

work of the Alzheimer‘s 

Society. 

Personally I have raised £2,644 (my target being 

£1,600). I‘m very pleased at this needless to say and 

would like to say a huge, huge thank you to every-

one who has sponsored me and helped me raise the 

money and prepare for the trip in so many ways. 

I can‘t really express how grateful I am to everyone! 

But heartfelt thanks to one and all.                                         

 

Brigid Primrose 

„Muir Matters‟ would like to 

introduce it’s newest member of 

staff to our readers.  

He is Conor Stephen Chisholm,  

the newly arrived son of  

Hazel and Andrew Chisholm. 

As yet we don’t know exactly 

what roll he will play in our    

organization, but we are          

expecting great things from him 

in the future! 

“I’m just popping out for a cycle....” 

 

 

ORDKIDZ ORDKIDZ ORDKIDZ    

NEWSNEWSNEWS   
 

Fundraising 

A big thank you to all those who 

donated items, large and small, for 

the MFR Charity car boot sale 

which raised £120. We also raised 

£143 at the recent ‗Fair in the 

Square‘.  

 Summer 2008 

We plan to run a summer pro-

gramme at the Pavilion from Mon-

day July 21st - Friday July 

25th.  This will be aimed at ages 5 

and under but some activities will 

be open to older children.   

Activities will include face paint-

ing, arts and crafts. music, ceramic 

painting with Keira Brown and a 

nature walk with Marti Hind.   

Full details will be advertised    

locally closer to the time. 

 Babyzone 

 A reminder that Babyzone meets 

every Wednesday morning from 

9.30-11.30am. 

 Looking forward 

 We are keen to hear from parents 

with any ideas for group activi-

ties in the Autumn.  Currently we 

are looking into music groups and 

Tai Chi for children. 
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The whole school from Nursery to      

Primary 7 has been doing a big study on 

China.  

We have watched lots of documentaries 

on Chinese schools, animals, how they 

live and more. We have also been doing 

loads of artwork such as drawing, col-

lages, and painting. The P5/6/7‘s have 

made Chinese kites and parasols. The 

P3/4/5‘s have written their own Chinese 

legends and made Terracotta soldiers. 

The P1/2 have been learning about      

Chinese tea and the Chinese New Year. 

China has been included in every part of 

the curriculum, from P.E to writing, and 

art to maths. It has been fun to do a pro-

ject with the whole school and not just 

the class. 

By Eilidh Petrie P.5 

 

Mulbuie Goes For 

Second Green Eco 

Flag 
 

Mulbuie Primary School is going for our 

second green eco flag. Two years ago we 

got our first eco flag and now its time to 

be inspected again. Over the last month 

we have been planting vegetables and 

flowers, making a garden alphabet, learn-

ing a new Eco rap and discovering more 

about Fairtrade. When the inspectors 

come we will be singing and playing eco 

instruments that we made from recycled 

materials. 

By Euan Bain P.6 

 

Football  

Training  
Every Friday from 3:10 – 

4:10 we have a session of 

football training for the P4‘s to P7‘s 

which is taken by Mr Mackinnon or Mrs 

Fraser. We do lots of different activities 

that everybody enjoys. For the last 15 

minutes we have a match. We would like 

to say thank you to Mrs Fraser and Mr 

Mackinnon for giving up their time to 

train us. 

Paul Hay P7 

 

Steven Wright brought in some fossil like 

volcano rocks from far away volcanoes. 

He did some fascinating experiments 

using plastic volcanoes, baking powder 

and vinegar.  The whole class enjoyed 

watching how a volcano erupts. 

By Jennifer Mackenzie P.6 

 
Our School  

Garden 
 

So far this term in Mulbuie Primary we 

were kept off the grass for 3 weeks      

because it was getting reseeded.  We 

have had a lot of help in the garden, espe-

cially from Mr Bremner (Jack‘s grandad). 

Mrs Mack‘s class have been planting 

vegetables and flowers and have made 

lovely bird scarers to keep the young 

seedlings safe. The willow tunnel is start-

ing to get its leaves back, and is looking 

nice. 

The garden is looking beautiful this time 

of year. I certainly think so.  

By Fraser Holmes P.6 

 

 

 

 

 

The P6‘s started cycling profi-

ciency on the 18th of April and 

plan to take their test on June 13th.Every 

week Mrs McNeil, Mrs Petrie and Mr 

Dilley teach us very important skills that 

we should use on the road when we are 

cycling.  This includes emergency stops, 

controlled stops and left or right turns 

into minor or major roads.  This is par-

ticularly important as the road outside the 

school has a limit of 60mph outwith 

school starting and finishing times.     

Everybody who does cycling proficiency 

enjoys it very much. We would like to 

take this opportunity to say thank you to 

everybody who helps us out. 

By Robert Harcus P6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a healthy tuck shop 

every Tuesday and Friday at 

break times. We have parents that come 

in to prepare the food and help us wash-

up. There are six team members in 

S.N.A.G made up of P5/6/7 children who 

work on a Rota basis.  S.N.A.G stands for 

School Nutrition Action Group. It is a 

healthy option rather than a packet of 

crisps and a Mars bar!! 

By Shannon Birnie P.6 

 

 

The primary 5, 6, 7‘s have been learning 

about  wind turbines. We had a debate on 

the benefits of wind turbines and genera-

tors, and of course, the wind turbine won. 

We then had to apply to the council for 

money to buy it. We were given £200. 

We have now ordered a wind turbine and 

it is coming soon.  

By Naiomi Maclennan P7  

 
 

Martial Arts 
 

 

 

This term, the whole school received 

Martial Art lessons by a Quanshi (Martial 

Arts Teacher) Mr Falconer. We have 

learnt self defence moves, and how to 

win a fight. It was fun to learn and a great 

way to do gym!  

By Zoe McNeil P7 & Kirstin Dilley P6 

 

J.R.S.O 
 

J.R.S.O stands for Junior Road Safety 

Officers. Ruth Foster, Euan Bain, and 

Shannon Birnie are the J.R.S.O‘s in our 

school. As J.R.S.O‘s we have to do dis-

plays and competitions to educate people 

about road safety. We went to a confer-

ence and met other J.R.S.O‘s. We learned 

more about road safety and what other 

J.R.S.O‘s are doing in their schools. 

There was a child comedian and a theatre 

group from London.  Nicky and Gino 

from M.F.R‘s breakfast show hosted the 

event. 

By Ruth Foster 

MULBUIE HIGHLIGHTSMULBUIE HIGHLIGHTS  
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Keep Britain Tidy Week 
 

It was a sunny Friday morning in May. 

Clothed in yellow plastic and armed with 

litter pickers we set off in to the school 

grounds to help Mrs Smith and take part 

in this campaign. The litter pickers 

looked like fun so thankfully there was 

enough for everyone. We firstly went 

round the playground and it wasn‘t bad 

probably because we have a litter rota for 

classes each week. Our group then went 

between our fence and the football fence. 

.It was a disgrace and we knew a lot of 

the rubbish had been blown from our 

playground but not all. Finally we began 

to clear the school garden area. Again it 

was messy but not all our rubbish. We 

had a fun time and were happy to help 

but we did ask the question why were 

people not responsible with their rubbish 

in the first place? 

By Struan Mackenzie, Thomas Bell, Alex 

Rennie and Tom Hopewell                                   

Tarradale Times 

Infant Juice Bar 
 

The Infant Department  

created a juice bar  

during the health week 

so that we could look at 

money, weight and      

volume. 

In these uncertain days of the ‗credit crunch‘ we decided 

to educate the children on the variety of ways we can 

pay for things by making every child a cheque book and 

a bank card as well as having a purse with coins. The  

children had the choice of how to pay for their juice on 

the understanding that the banker would take the coins 

out of their purse at night time before the next day!  

This was very entertain-

ing and we now have 

lots of small children 

with very elaborate   

signatures! Our photos 

show some of the      

children at work making 

some smoothies for the 

juice bar. 

 

Health Week!!! 
 

Tarradale Primary School pupils have participated in the Health 

Week for 2008.This week we have tried many different sorts of 

things like, Mini Highland Games on Monday which is where we got 

to try out some of the activities used for the highland games. We did 

golf, javelin, caber and obstacle course which was enjoyed the most. 

We were led out by some school pipers, treated to highland dancing 

display and finished off with a tug of war. On Tuesday we did our 

normal P.E.  

The p6 and 7 had a James Bond theme for the week, each day we 

trained are brains in different ways. 

 On Wednesday we had Sarah who did ‗boxercise‘. All of the classes 

tried their best. Thursday was busy as we had ‗body combat‘ by one 

of Mrs Smith‘s friends. She got us all going even the teachers. After 

that we had ‗cheerleading‘ with Kerry.  We were doing routines and 

basic stunts. It definitely left a mark on the boys! Finally we finished 

off our hectic schedule with a Fun Run which let the teachers and 

everyone in the school show what they were made of. Lots of people 

dressed up in their finest gear to take part. Even the Press arrived to 

see what all the commotion was about! The winner of the race was    

Duncan Mclean from P.7 

We finished the week off with an M&M production…..Pinocchio. 

What a great week! 

 By Alana and Iona P6. 

On the 17th of May, 9 pupils from Tarradale went to Alness for a Netball tourna-

ment. There were 5 other teams who were competing against, Craighill A, Craighill 

B, Dingwall A,  Dingwall B and Avoch. 

Tarradale are very proud to say that 

they won the whole tournament, 

with some amazing play from all 

the team. 

Our best score from the day was 

winning 17-3 against Craighill A, 

who in the end result came 2nd. This 

team was our nearest rival; they 

won the tournament last year. 

By Michael Anderson & Donna 

Mackenzie 

 

Well done to Mr Eaton‘s guitar group who were very successful at the Music Festival.The group consists of pupils from  

Tarradale and surrounding schools. Particular mention to Abigail p5 Alice p5 and Neil p6 who all got merits.  

The Group meet on Tuesdays and Wednesdays after school. 

Waking up early 

And getting ready for school 

Leaving to go 

Keeping fit and keeping cool 

 

Time to get going 

Oh I don‘t want to be late  

 

Safety oh safety  

Cars everywhere 

Having to look and listen 

Oh no time to spare 

Over the bridge and up the street 

Lollipop lady says ―Hello‖ when we meet 

   By Emma Durdle P5/6 
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Muir of Ord Rovers 
 

This season saw Muir of Ord Rovers reaching several cup    

finals.  Two Cup finals were held at Victoria Park (home 

of Ross County!!) on Tuesday 22 April 08. 

 

Triumph for the Rovers when their Under 17‘s team beat 

Tain 2-0 in the John MacLean Cup.  Scott Clark scored 

for the Muir after 20 minutes but Tain kept the pressure 

on and challenged strongly with Muir keeper Thomas 

Mightens having three tremendous saves.  Both teams 

battled in the second half, but Scott Forbes, finding space 

in the box, scored for the Muir with ten minutes remain-

ing. Congratulation to all.! 

 

Under 15‘s were narrowly beaten 1-0 by Dingwall in the 

Ross County Cup.  The goal came from Ben Laidlaw in 

the 15th  minute and there were few chances for either 

side to score after that. 

Both 2nd XI and U19's had a great first season in their 

respective leagues. The Under19's won the Highland 

Youth League North Section, not losing a game in the 

campaign. 

They lost to a very strong Keith side in both the Highland 

Youth League Cup and North v South Play Off. The 

Muir‘s 2nd XI won the Chic Allan Cup and were also  

runners up in the Jock MacKay Cup.  They finished a 

very credible 4th in the North Caledonian League. Credit 

to both Alan Hercher and Billy MacGruer and their 

teams. 

On  Friday 30th May the Rovers organised a sponsored walk ‗Round the Corrie‘ and as you can see from the 

above picture it was very well attended. All money raised will go towards footballs, equipment, washing 

the strips etc, 

As the club grows, so do the bills and with expenditure costs of £5000 - £6000 annually it is essential to keep raising 

money for the club to help it to continue and prosper.  

The club would like to thank parents and the community for all their help and support.  


