
“How 

Dare  

They?” 
 

 

 

At 
 a Community Council meeting on   

Tuesday 2nd September it was revealed 

by Mr John MacDonald, Senior         

Community Learning & Leisure Officer that      

Highland Council no longer wish to run our Village 

Hall and their intention is to off-load their               

responsibility for this neglected facility onto our     

already hard pressed community.  If we don‘t agree 

to fund and maintain this building they are          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

threatening to close it down. Apparently, the      

community are to be offered £1,000 per annum     

toward the cost of running it. Given that the            

estimated cost of this year‘s electricity for the hall 

comes to more than £2280, just where exactly are we 

supposed to find the other thousands of pounds to 

pay the rest of the bills. The projected running costs 

for 2008/09 come to almost £7000 and that‘s without 

insurance and ongoing maintenance. Looking to the 

future, there will be an enormous amount of money 

required to carry out the work needed so that the hall 

will be fully compliant under Disability legislation 

and all Health & Safety regulations. Just for starters, 

the hall is damp; half of the windows need work and 

the kitchen and heating need to be replaced.  

The concept of volunteering within the community is 

a good thing and it‘s right that it‘s encouraged, but 

this is going too far. Over the years, Highland     

Council has systematically stripped away every      

facility that was available to us.  

If Highland Council, with all of the resources      

available to them over the years has been incapable 

of successfully running this village hall, then what 

exactly does that tell us about the size of this task 

and/or their fiscal abilities? 

 

This poorly thought out strategy has been driven 

through under the guise of ―equalisation‖.  Their   

reasoning is that there are 173 halls in the Highlands 

and only 13 of them are run by Highland Council. 
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That means that 160 of these halls are being run by 

communities. On the face of it that sounds a rational 

proposition, but they appear to have conveniently 

forgotten that Muir of Ord is also a community 

which is successfully running a hall (our Pavilion 

Community Hall) and has done so for more than 50 

years. But because our Education Services do not 

provide satisfactory pre-school facilities for all our 

children then our community efforts have been     

directed toward maintaining this facility for them.  

They now have the nerve to suggest that not only do 

they think it‘s acceptable that we should have to 

fundraise to maintain educational facilities we 

should also be funding, maintaining and building 

new recreational facilities too.  

We can‘t help but ask ourselves ―If we‘re the ones 

doing all the work, what exactly are we paying their   

salaries for?‖ 

The rapid growth in Muir of Ord over the last few 

years has been a constant source of concern to our 

community and we demand to know why there has 

been no planning or preparation for this situation. If 

we knew this state of affairs would arise why didn‘t 

they? 

 

There has been a statement that they would take 

back the ―Art Rooms‖ in the old school building and 

the GP Room in the current school building is to be 

converted into a classroom to cope with the ever in-

creasing school roll. But because no costing on this 

proposal has ever been done we doubt there is 

money set aside to pay for this.  No one appears to 

know how all of this could affect our Library          

provision in the old school building and they don‘t 

seem to be in a hurry to tell us. We can only         

presume it‘s because they don‘t know.   
 

Highland Council is well aware that this is a massive 

blow to Muir of Ord but clearly that‘s not               

significant. It seems that the well-being of people in 

our community is so far down their list of priorities 

that it‘s invisible.  

Well, we‘ve got news for you Highland Council. We 

are not invisible, and we will not be treated as 

though we don‘t matter. You may not dismiss the 

disgraceful state of affairs which YOU have created 

as unfortunate or disappointing. It is nothing short of 

scandalous that as a community we are forced to 

watch Highland Council treat our community with 

such contempt.  

As a result of the many (very vocal) concerns raised 

by our Community Council, Cllr Angela Maclean 

and Cllr David Chisholm and members of the com-

munity, an    informal meeting has been arranged in 

the first instance with Mr Hugh Fraser, Director of 

Education and Mr Ian Murray, head of Community 

Learning & Leisure where Chair of the Community 

Council, Mr Tom Davis and Chair of the Comm. 

Assoc. Mrs Martha Chisholm will try to establish if 

there is a way to improve this situation.   

 

 

STOP PRESS 
 

During his recent visit to Muir of Ord and after                

being shown round the Village Hall, local MP 

Charles Kennedy said: 

“The hall provides space for a wide 

range of  important community 

groups in the Muir – spanning 

young and old.  If anything, the very 

obvious neglect of the hall by the 

council over the years means its    

potential should be significantly 

greater. 

“There is increasing strain on the facilities which 

exist for the whole of the Muir‟s growing commu-

nity.  It cannot make sense for the hall‟s future to be 

in doubt at a time when pressure on space at the    

primary school is, if anything, increasing the hall‟s 

importance to local people. 

“I am pleased that council officials are engaging 

with the local community about the options, and I 

hope they will do so with an open mind.  There are 

serious limitations on the council‟s budget, but the 

ongoing maintenance and safety issues at the hall 

must be addressed as a priority.  A lot of goodwill 

and effort has been put in by the community to the 

hall itself, and accommodating vital council services 

elsewhere.  The council must make sure it             

recognises that work and supports it rather than    

doing anything which would undermine it to every-

one‟s disadvantage.” 
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Big Brother ? 
 

F ollowing a brief mention on the BBC News 

on Tuesday 15th July 2008 concerning the 

Company ―Google‖ sending out cars complete 

with four cameras on their roofs to photograph the 

roads in Scotland for a new Street Level Service, I 

was surprised to see a similar vehicle here in the 

Muir of Ord on Wednesday 16th July 2008 in mid 

afternoon. 

The  picture shows such a Camera Car leaving 

The Meadows going towards the centre of the     

village. 

This situation of what appears to be ―blanket‖ 

coverage of our area made me think in terms of 

individual privacy and who would want to access 

such information and why? 

The following list of questions sprang to mind which then led to my preliminary conclusions; 

1) Street Houses – View into house through the windows. 

2) Peoples‘ Faces and / or Clothing – Easy recognition of individuals. 

3) Car Number Plates 

4) View of Gardens, Front & Back – Individuals resting, washing lines, sheds, garages, large hedges, 

etc. 

5) Driveways – Caravans parked, commercial vehicles parked. 

6) Planning Permissions Missed for House Changes – Additions to buildings, changes in known use, 

condition of older properties causing safety fears. 

7) Dustbin Storage – Public safety, pedestrians. 

8) Burglary – Surveying for ease of access and escape. 

Conclusions; 

It appears that the project has ―tacit approval‖ from several Government Departments as far as the exercise 

is concerned providing individuals faces and car number plates are “Blurred”. 

The local Council could use the pictures to look at revaluing properties in an initial review, again after     

selecting areas by importance and house costs. 

The Police could use it to plan effective Patrols and try to place more Staff on the ground. 

Finally on a more positive note it could be used by Visitors, outwith Scotland when planning their holi-

days, to see what a green and pleasant Land we live in! 

 

Robert Grant 

„Muir Matters‟ is printed on a Konica Minolta Bizhub C350, Supplied by Highland Office Equipment Ltd.  

Technology House, Harbour Road, Inverness, IV1 1UA 

 Hi Mattie, I heard a bit of interesting news 

  Muir Matters calendar (2009) will not all be views 

  There are to be models of young and old 

  I wonder if you were to be so bold?  

 

  Now Minnie you'll have to wait and see 

  But value for money it's sure going to be. 

  Be first to buy 

As off the shelf they soon will fly. 

                          

  Minnie. 

Scout Group 
 

All systems go for the new term, the     

Beaver Colony is full, the Cubs are 

growing in numbers and the Scouts now 

have 50% girls and 50% boys.  

 

The older boys are becoming Explorer 

Scouts, now run by the District. 

 

Brenda McGregor 
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„Fond memories of 

the Muir Railway‟ 

I was born in March 1940 and was brought up in 

Tarradale Terrace. The first sounds to my young ears 

would have been the ringing of the blacksmiths‘     

anvils. There were two in the village back then. Also 

the noise of the saws in the Sawmill which was 

where the houses in Castlehill now stand and then 

there was the railway with the clattering of wagons 

when they were shunting. 

You wouldn‘t think it today but the Muir was a 

noisy and busy little place in the forties and fifties 

and the railway was very important then, as nearly 

everything went by rail. Almost all animals, horses, 

cows and sheep were transported by rail. There were 

sheep pens at either end of the railway platform 

where Logan Way was built.  

The Muir was noted for its Railway Junction back 

then and the trains used to go to the Black Isle. 

When we were boys it was the time of the steam  

engine and we were never far away from the rail-

way. We used to go into the engines with the driver 

when they were shunting and then they would take 

us down the Black Isle for a run as far as Redcastle 

and then we would walk back. There used to be a 

turntable for turning engines beside the bridge and as 

boys we used to sneak underneath it for a smoke!  

In the main station itself there was the ticket office, 

toilets and waiting rooms on one platform and the 

ladies‘ and gents‘ waiting room on the opposite side. 

Further down the line there was the goods shed 

where they loaded and unloaded the goods wagons 

and beside that there was the Coal merchants which 

was owned by two brothers Hugh and Alex      

McDonald who lived in Forbes Buildings on the 

High St. Then at the other end there was the signal 

box which was operated by Peter Fraser who was 

known as ―Peter the Points‖ who lived in the little 

stone cottage across from the Filling station. The 

staff that was there in my time was the Station   

Master - Mr MacKay, Porters- Colin Logan, Jock 

Gray, Ian McIver, and Jimmy Gunn. The older folk 

in the Muir will remember them. 

There was no such thing as Health & Safety in those 

days and when the trains were shunting a certain 

amount of coal would fall off the engine tender and 

there would be a few women and some young boys 

picking it up and putting into shopping bags or in 

little sand bags we had at the time. But when dark-

ness came it was a different story, half the Muir 

were helping themselves off the wagons at the siding 

- me included.!  

I recall one of the Bogan‘s jokes which went    

something like this; 

A teacher said to his pupil- 

―What is Newcastle noted for?‖ 

―Coal and steel‖ he replied. 

―And what is Muir of Ord noted for?‖ 

―Stealin‟ Coal.!‖ he replied 

 

Yes, those were the days.....!!! 

William Fraser (Bingo) 

 

Photographs courtesy of Ewan Crawford 
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„Muir Matters‟ 

Calendar 
 

Over the last few weeks Susan and  

Martha have been out and about with 

their cameras photographing people 

in strange situations. 
The reason for this is the Communi-

cations Group are preparing a Muir 

of Ord Calendar  due to ―hit the 

shelves‖ later this month. 

  

Twelve of the organizations in the 

village will feature in this years     

calendar, and folk may be surprised 

to know that there is so much    

going on in the village that  if 

there were twenty four months in 

a year the calendar would still 

have been filled.. 

Every one featured had great fun 

and we hope that all the people 

who buy it will enjoy spotting 

friends and family. 

  

Rosemary Gair 

 

Don‟t buy any other Calendar 

before looking at ours, it‟s a 

great laugh (featuring many     

familiar faces) and a snip          

at only £4.50. 

 A Day to Remember 
  

 

I  was surprised and delighted when I was invited 

to be presented to H.R.H. Princess Anne on her 

visit to the Auction Mart in July to open the new 

Drovers‘ Museum. 

It was a beautiful summer‘s day when out of the sky 

a bright red helicopter appeared and our Royal guest 

arrived. 

A special effort was made by us all to provide a 

lovely afternoon tea for her and all the invited 

guests. 

Princess Anne was delightful. As a countrywoman 

she clearly enjoyed her day, especially when she was 

presented with a beautiful heifer named Flora, who  

allegedly had walked all the way from Skye!!! 

 

It was an altogether happy and wonderful day, the 

memory of which will stay with me for a long time. 

 

Vera Nairn 

Well Done 

TEC  

Services 
 

It 
‘s not everyday that a    

community has reason to 

praise one of its Council 

services.  

However ‗Muir Matters‘ thought  

the repair and re-surfacing of the 

Black Isle Road / Seaforth Road 

junction should be one such       

exception. 

At the time, the disruption to pe-

destrians, local and through traffic 

was horrendous. Long queues 

formed on each approach to this 

very busy junction. The noise, dirt 

and inconvenience seemed to go 

on forever, but in fact only lasted 

for 2 days. By early evening on 

the second day all traces of the 

workmen and their equipment plus 

the numerous lorries had             

disappeared.  

The following morning just 

when we wondered how long 

we would have to wait for 

white lines to be repainted on 

the dangerous junctions who 

should appear but a gang of 

workmen and their white-

lining equipment. 

 

Thank you TEC Services for a 

job well done. 
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Children’s 

Farmyard 

Now open at 

Robertsons 

The Larder 

Tomich Farm Shop 

Beauly 

Come and see all our rare breed animals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our Children's Farmyard for an enjoyable, unique and  

educational trip for all the family. 

 

In addition to our Sheep, Pigs, Hens, Rabbits,  

Alpacas, Goats, Highland Cows and  

Shetland Ponies; 

We also have some rides on tractors, Wendy houses 

and a giant sandpit alongside picnic tables. 

 

Find us just a mile north of Beauly on the A862. 

 9 miles from Dingwall, 12 miles from Inverness. Look out for the Straw Man 

between Beauly and Muir of Ord. 

Open ; Monday to Saturday 9.30 - 5.30, Sunday 11.30 - 4.30 

Admission : Adults £2.50, Children £1.00 

Telephone 01463 782181 
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Natural Nails 
Janet Smith 

Qualified Nail Technician 
11, Ord Place, Muir of Ord  

Manicure, Pedicure, Gels, Acrylics  &  Overlays,  
New Body & Facial Waxing 
Daytime & Evening Bookings Available 

For an appointment tele; 01463  870475,  mobile 07745637819 

Having problems  
with your  

Computer? 
Why not contact 

Alistair Mackay,  
Rosebank - Killearnan, Muir of Ord 

Home PC repairs and upgrades.  
 Hardware & Software installations 

including Anti-Virus.  
 Also Photoshop tuition on a 1 to 1 basis 

For a prompt home service. 
Telephone 01463 870736 

Post Office SATELLITE SERVICES at :- 
Marybank Hall (Tuesday & Thursday 10am to 1pm) 

Achterneed Hall (Tuesday & Thursday   

1.30 to 4.30pm) 

Plus Post Office :  

HOME PHONE SERVICE TO TORE 

DONELLA DONELLA DONELLA                      
Donella would like to Donella would like to Donella would like to 

welcome clients to welcome clients to welcome clients to 
her new salon ather new salon ather new salon at   

18 Hawthorn Park, 18 Hawthorn Park, 18 Hawthorn Park, 
Muir of Ord.Muir of Ord.Muir of Ord.   

   
   
   

For an appointment For an appointment For an appointment    
Call 01463 870557 Call 01463 870557 Call 01463 870557    

   

   

   Gift Vouchers availableGift Vouchers availableGift Vouchers available   

   Evening appointments availableEvening appointments availableEvening appointments available   
   Highly skilled in all aspects of hairdressingHighly skilled in all aspects of hairdressingHighly skilled in all aspects of hairdressing   

   Retailer for MatrixRetailer for MatrixRetailer for Matrix   
   Open Monday to Saturday, flexible hours.Open Monday to Saturday, flexible hours.Open Monday to Saturday, flexible hours.   

Local Services 
MUIR OF ORD  

POST OFFICE 
For all your Postal Services 

*Toys * Cards* Confectionery *  

Wool* Scottish CD’s* 

Faxing & Photo Copying,  

Free to use Cashline  

 

Euros & US Dollars Travellers Cheques 

 & Currency @ 0% Commission  

 

Coming soon ”Pay Station” for all Top-up’s 

and Bill payments including Hydro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Telephone 01463 870250 

naturatanning 
look good feel good…………. 
 
With naturasun spray tanning  

get that holiday look and feeling 
all year round. 
 
For more information or book an appointment 
Call Susan on 01463 871005 or 07732222285 
Certified naturasun operator 
Make an appointment today  

 

 

 

 

Rock View 

Upper Arcan 

Marybank 

Muir of Ord 

Tele: 01997 433244 

Mobile: 07759898771 

Sid MacDonald 
 

Painter & Decorator 
Torr-A-Chuilinn 

Heights of Achterneed 

Strathpeffer, IV14 9AE 

Tel/Fax: 01997 421719 

Mobile: 07801 539595 
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Councillor‟s 

Corner 

 
A fter the confusion over the 

summer months regarding 

the new political arrangements in 

Highland Council I have been 

asked by ‗Muir Matters‘ if I 

could help clarify the situation. 

The    Administration is made up 

of 30 Independent, 20 Lib Dems, and 7 Labour 

Councillors who have all joined together. The         

opposition is made up of 17 SNP Councillors. All of 

these Councillors have signed up to a specific        

political code of conduct and must vote according to 

its guidelines. 

That leaves 6 Independent Councillors who have 

NOT signed up to any political party code of        

conduct and these Councillors (of which I am one) 

are called non-aligned. We have banded together to 

allow us to give input and vote on strategic commit-

tees such as Housing, Education for example. We 

are not in opposition but are free to act and vote on 

each and every issue for the benefit of the            

communities who elected us, for the benefit of the 

Highlands as a whole and through        

conscience.  

 

Councillor‟s role in Housing allocations: 

Another subject close to everyone‘s heart 

is Housing allocations. There have been 

many changes over the years in regard to 

housing and the days when your Council-

lor may have been able to influence      

allocation decisions are long gone. 

No matter what you may have been told 

or heard Councillors have no say whatso-

ever in who gets a house nowadays and 

that rule   applies whether it be Council, 

Cairn or Albyn. As Councillors we have no part in 

the allocation process, irrespective of a tenant‘s 

background or  current location. In fact new tenants 

can choose not to have Councillors informed that 

they have been awarded a home which many opt to 

do. Cairn and Albyn, who have been building social 

housing in this community for more than 10 years, 

do not inform the Councillors of any housing issue. 

At the moment there are approximately 350+ people/

families on the waiting list for Muir of Ord and 

around 7000 people categorised as ―homeless‖ in 

Highland.  

 

Cllr. David Chisholm 

P IN THE  

PALACE 2008 

 

On 
 Saturday the 30th 

August Muir of 

Ord had its third 

“P in the Palace”. The day was a 

huge success raising around £1800 

with the final count still to take 

place.   

 

We saw some brilliant bands and 

talent ranging from The Black 

Rock Ceilidh Band (formerly 

known as The Pie Dogs), Gill & 

Mandy of course, and a band 

called Shaker. Obviously I thought 

the band Shaker was great, but 

that might be because I‘m their 

lead singer..!! 

There were one or two hiccups 

over the course of the day but   

fortunately our security dealt with 

them promptly, leaving the rest of 

us to enjoy ourselves. 

 

There were so many people who 

gave donations and dozens more 

who donated raffle prizes. I don‘t 

have space to list everyone but I 

do want to thank you all for your 

generosity. I want to say a big 

thank you to everyone for your 

continued support and for your 

help in staging this brilliant day. I 

know all who attended certainly 

enjoyed themselves and I certainly 

did..! 

 

As everyone knows the proceeds 

from this event are donated to 

McMillan Cancer Support. This 

organisation improves the lives of 

people affected by cancer; they 

provide practical, medical,       

emotional support and also cam-

paign for better cancer care across 

the country. I know everyone 

agrees that it‘s a very worthwhile 

cause. 

 

Due to the success of these events 

over the last few years and the 

amount of money we‘ve been able 

to donate to McMillan, we decided 

to form a small committee for the 

future and we‘re now in the early 

stages of planning and organising 

an even bigger and better day of 

music. It will be known as “The 

Mac Muir Mini Fest” and the 

date to look out for is 29th August 

2009.  

 

Thank you again, and I‘ll see you 

all next year at “The Mac Muir 

Mini Fest” 

 

Garry Clark 



 

 

Issue 15 ‗Muir Matters‘ 9 

A - Z of The Muir Clubs/Associations 

Bridge Club 
Thursday evenings 7.00pm - 9.30pm 

GP Room, Tarradale School 

Contact Dot Chalmers on 870045 

Meet September to April 

 Bowling Indoor 
Saturday evening @ 7pm 

Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

Contact Ann Bell 01463 870170 

Meet October to April 

Curling Club 
Monday evenings, 7.30pm & 9.30pm 

Inverness Ice Rink, Bught Park. 

Contact ; Tom Inglis on 01463 870693 

or Email tommyinglis@aol.com 

Community Association 
 

Meeting are held Bi-monthly in the Pavilion . 

Next Meeting 7th October 2008@ 7.30pm 

Contact details; 870033 

Amateur Swimming Club 
Monday 

Children must be Age 7 plus 

Meet in the Square 

For an application form contact Helen on 01463 871428 

Scrabble Club 
Monday afternoon 2.00pm - 4.00pm 

Church Hall, Seaforth Road. 

Contact Muriel Mackay on 01463 870917 

Meet all year round 

 Bowling Outdoor 
Meet April to September 

Club nights Wednesday & Saturday & 7pm. 

Contact details ;  

Maureen Howie 870282 

Lunch Club 
 

Wednesday @12 noon 

Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

Contact details 01463 870065  

Country Dancing 
 Monday evenings  

 October / April 

Village Hall 7.30 - 9.30pm 

Contact Ellan Cromb 870860 

Art Group 
Tues @ 7.00pm & Sat 10.00am / 12 noon 

The old School 

Contact Annie MacLean on 870274 

Meet all year round. 

Jogging for Beginners  
Age no barrier-all levels 

Mondays @ 7pm, Wednesday 1.30pm & 7pm 

Contact: Joan Munro 870237,  Hazel Keiro 01997 

414376  or Ian Dempster 07724 199 880 

 Football Club (The Rovers) 
Football for all ages. 

Further details can be obtained from Team 

Coach Billy MacGruer on 870093 

Anyone wishing to join the Committee will be welcome. 

S.W.R.I. 
1st Monday of the month  @ 7.30pm 

Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

Contact Mrs W Stephen 01463 870065 

Meet September to May 

Over 60s Club 
2nd Wednesday of the month @ 7.00pm 

Tarradale School 

Contact details Ken Howie 01463 870282 

Meet October to May 

Walking Group (Step-it-up) 
If you would like to get involved in the group, 

receive a pedometer progress card, a Great 

Glen Way Challenge Map,  please contact 

Step it up Highland 01463 729997 

Community Council 
 

All meetings are open to the public.   

They are normally held in Tarradale School and are  

advertised locally. 

Are you a member of a local club or group which is not mentioned above? To advertise your club or group  

free on this page contact „Muir Matters‟, our contact details can be found on page 12. 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.jmeacham.com/images/literacy.centers.pics/scrabble_tiles_180.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.jmeacham.com/words.htm&h=180&w=228&sz=8&hl=en&start=25&tbnid=dBPbhSmJWObf-M:&tbnh=85&tbnw=108&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dscr
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The Really Really Useful Page 
Library Opening Hours 

Monday: 10am /12..30pm, 2/ 5 pm & 6/ 8 pm 

Thursday: 10am / 12.30 pm & 6/ 8 pm 

Friday2.00 / 5.00pm 

 

Internet access 

Talking books for adults and children are available and  a selection 

of magazines can be read on the premises. 

Telephone/Fax 01463 870196 

Telephone Numbers 
Doctor‘s Surgeries 

Strathlene, Muir of Ord 01463 870843 

Croyard Rd, Beauly  01463 782794 

Dingwall Med. Group  01349 863030 

Aird Practice, Beauly  01463 782214 

 

Chemist 

Muir of Ord Pharmacy - 01463 870806 

 

Hospitals 

Raigmore - 01463 704000 

Ross Memorial - 01349 863313 

‗NHS 24‘ - 08454 24 24 24 

 

Samaritans 

0845 7909090 

Inverness - 01463 713456 

 

Alcohol DrinkLine 

Freefone - 0800 917 8282 

 

Childline 

Freefone - 0800 1111 

 

National Drugs Helpline 

Freefone 0800 77 66 00 

Council Services 

 

Highland Council - 01463 702000 

*** 

Council: Refuse Collection 

01349 863381 

*** 

Dingwall Leisure Centre 

01349 864226 

*** 

M.O.O. Service Point - 01463 870201 

*** 

Dog Warden  - 01463 702000 

 

Schools 

Dingwall Academy - 01349 863071 

Mulbuie - 01349 861289 

Tarradale - 01463 870484 

*** 

Police 

Muir of Ord - 01463 870222 

Crime Stoppers - 0800 555 111 

*** 

Post Office - 01463 870250 

*** 

‗Handy Person Service‘ 

01349 884774  

 

The Rape and Abuse Line (RAL) 
The Rape and Abuse line offers a freephone confidential helpline 

to persons who have survived rape or abuse no matter how long 

ago their experiences were. We also offer support to the family or 

partner of the person who has been affected. We can, where       

possible, arrange for face to face counselling.  

Our helplines are: 

08 08 800 123 answered by female support workers. 

08 08 800 122 answered by male support workers. 

Both lines are manned most evenings between 7pm & 10pm. 

(RAL is a registered charity; SC 007515) 

Alcohol Counselling Service Ross / Sutherland 

Need someone to talk to? 

Free confidential one to one counselling 

Support for family and friends 

Out of hours confidential answering service 

Telephone 01862 894097  

The agency works throughout Ross-shire & Sutherland and those  

wishing for an appointment will be seen in a confidential setting. 

All our counsellors are trained by Alcohol Focus Scotland 

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am : 4pm. 

D.J. MACLENNAN & SON 
Funeral Directors 

Westwater, West Road, Muir of Ord 

Established 1947 

Tel: 01463 870891 & 01463 741312 

 

Hearse & Limousine– Funerals & Cremations 

Private Rest Room 

Distance no Object—24 hour Service 

 

“Your local business serving a wide area with  

sensitivity and dignity” 

Golden Charter and Golden Leaves Funeral Plans 

 

Hearse and Limousine hire available 
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The Really Really Useful Page 2 
Train Times to and from The Muir 

Muir of Ord to Inverness 

Monday to Saturday 

0752, 0935, 1014, 1113, 1153, 1341, 1407, 1558, 1629 

1724, 1857, 1943, 2013 & 2233  

Sunday  

1241,1537, 1545,1723, 1955 

 

 

 
 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0714, 0853, 0915, 1039, 1052, 1217, 1241, 1433 

 1703, 1752, 1815 & 2039 

Sunday  

1056, 1118, 1800, 1815 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 

Monday to Saturday 

0734, 0914, 0937, 1102, 1116, 1238, 1302, 1455 

1726, 1813, 1836 & 2059 

Sunday  

1119, 1138, 1823, 1838 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0742, 0924, 1005, 1050,  1144, 1329, 1358, 1549, 1620 

1715, 1848, 1934, 2004 & 2224 

Sunday 

1233, 1527, 1536, 1714, 1946 

 

From 18th May 2008 to 13th December 2008 

Bus Times to and from  

The Muir 
 

Muir of Ord to Inverness 
Monday to Friday 

0640, 0715, 0805, 0905, 1005, 1105, 1205, 1305, 1405, 

1505, 1605, 1705, 1805, 1917, 2017, 2217 plus 0803, 1105 

&1435 via Kessock & 1803 to Longman bus depot. 

Saturday  

0640, 0715, 0811, 0905, 1005, 1105, 1205, 1305, 1405, 

1505, 1605, 1705, 1810, 1917, 2017, 2217  

plus 0803  & 1435 via Kessock  

Sunday  

1139, 1339, 1539, 1739, & 1959 

 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 
Monday to Friday 

0615*, 0640* , 0745, 0845, 0940, 0945, 1045, 1145, 1245, 

1310, 1345, 1445, 1600, 1610, 1700, 1710, 1800, 

1900,2100, & 2320 

Saturday 

0615*, 0800, 0845, 0940, 0945, 1045, 1145, 1245, 1310, 

1345, 1445, 1600, 1705, 1710, 1800, 1900, 2100, & 2320 

Sunday 

0945, 1145, 1345, 1545 & 1830  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 
Monday to Friday 

0823, 0923, 1013, 1023, 1123, 1223, 1323, 1343, 1423, 

1523, 1638, 1643, 1738, 1844, 1944, 2144 & 0004 

Saturday 

0838, 0923, 1013, 1023, 1123, 1223, 1323, 1343, 1423, 

1523, 1638, 1743, 1844, 1944, 2144 & 0004 

Sunday 

1032, 1232, 1432, 1632, & 1917 

 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 
All times from the Royal Hotel 

Monday to Friday 

0750, 0850, 0950, 1045, 1050, 1150, 1250, 1350, 1415, 

1450, 1550, 1650, 1750, 1905, 2005, 2205 

Saturday 

0756, 0850, 0950, 1045, 1050, 1150, 1250, 1350, 1415, 

1450, 1550, 1650, 1755, 1905, 2005 & 2205 

Sunday 

1128, 1328, 1528, 1728, & 1948 

 

*Leaves from Longman bus depot 

 

From 4th February 2008 

Highland Council  DIAL-A-BUS SERVICE 
Operated by C & E Taxis 

This service is available Monday & Friday;  

7am - 8am & 6pm - 7pm plus Tuesday, Thursday & 

Friday; 7am - 8am, 9am - 1pm & 4pm - 7pm.  

Telephone bookings 01349 866007 

For more information pick up a brochure from the  

Service Point, Seaforth Road. 

Shopmobility Highland  
 

Inverness, Falcon Gallery, Car Park Level 2, 

Eastgate   Centre, Inverness, IV2 3PR.        

Tel; 01463 717624 or email shopmo@omn.net               

Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 5.00pm.  

 

Dingwall; Nicol‘s Court, Dingwall, IV15 9SW; Tel; 01349 

866040 or email shopmobility.dingwall@ecosse.net 

Monday to Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm 

 

The service can also provide you with an escort if you   

require any assistance with your shopping, and if you are 

travelling by public transport chairs can be arranged to 

meet you on your arrival. 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://i1.trekearth.com/photos/23065/pickering_station.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Europe/United_Kingdom/photo419895.htm&h=533&w=800&sz=105&hl=en&start=33&tbnid=U2piVZUlrpYJjM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=143&


 

 

12 ‗Muir Matters‘ Issue 15 

 

 

 
   ? Would you like to see improvements made in or around  
   your home? 
 

 
? Did you know Council tenants have a legal right to be  
   consulted about their Housing Service? 
 

  
? Would you like to join with your neighbours or other 
   Council tenants in your area to tell us what  
   improvements are necessary where you live? 
                      

                     If you would like to find out more please call: 
                     Carol Elliot, The Highland Council Tenant  
                     Participation Officer for your area on  
                     01349 877408 or  
                     e-mail carol.elliot@highland.gov.uk 

―Muir Matters‖ 

Village Hall 

Seaforth Road 

Muir of Ord 

IV6 7TA 

 

Tele: 01463 870822 

Email:  

muir.communicationsgroup@virgin.net 

Want to contact us? 

The next issue of „Muir Matters‟ will be on sale from Early December 2008.  

Any articles for inclusion must be submitted by our deadline of Friday 21st November 2008 

The Really Really Useful Page 3 

H 
ave you relatives and friends staying away from the Muir 

who would be interested in receiving a copy of ‗Muir       

Matters‘? We could  mail  them a copy on your behalf for a 

yearly subscription of: UK 1st class £6.90, and overseas rates of: 

Europe £9.10, Rest of the World £11.10. Price includes, ‗Muir         

Matters‘, postage & packing plus 10p handling charge. For more     

information please write, email or telephone  we will be happy to    

discuss your requirements.  

To order a copy of „Muir Matters‟ please contact us using  

the details as given on this page. 

Back copies of ‗Muir Matters‘ are also available on request.  

The Communications Group are looking for old photographs 

of Muir of Ord as part of our Living History Project. 

If any of  our readers are in possession of old snaps of the     

village and surrounding area we would love to hear from you. 

We promise to take great care of your photographs and   

return them to you as soon as possible. 

Please contact us using the details as shown above. 

Do you know something  

we don‟t? 
Muir Matters is constantly growing and evolving, so if 

you‟re aware of any new material, information  or stories that 

you think we could include then please get in touch.  

Please write, email or give us a call.  

Whilst we welcome and look forward 

to receiving letters and articles for 

publication in „Muir Matters‟ we     

reserve the right to alter or amend 

them as we deem necessary.  

All correspondence must be  

accompanied by your name, address 

and telephone number.  

Whilst every care is taken to ensure  

accuracy, the editors of „Muir Matters‟ 

take no  responsibility for errors in  

articles submitted. 
Do you live in a Council or ex-Council house? 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO       

PUBLICISE YOUR SERVICES 

IN ‘MUIR MATTERS’  

NEWSLETTER? 

For further details & cost  

Contact Maureen Thomson  

on 01463 870365 
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Weekly Activities  

School Calendar Session 2007/2008 

Monday 
In the Free Church Hall, West Road 

Mother & Toddler Afternoon (contact Deirdre 871257) 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 
Scrabble Club meets @ 2.00pm. 

Meet in the Square 
Swimming Club, contact Helen, 01463 871428 

Jogscotland @ 7pm contact Joan 870237 or  

Ian 07724 199 880 

Tuesday  
In the Village Hall 

Ready, Steady Go (Children's Sports) 3pm-6pm 

In the Free Church Hall, West Road 
Noah's Ark Group 10am - 11.30am  

 In the Old School  
Art Group @ 7pm - 9pm 

Wednesday  
In the Village Hall 

Babyzone from 9.30 to 11.30am  

(for more details phone Health Visitor 783403)  

Lunch Club @ 12 noon (870065 for futher details) 

Scout Group @ 5.15 to 9.30pm 

(For further details telephone 01349 862287)  

Meet in the Square 
Jogscotland @ 1.30pm Contact Joan 870237,  

Hazel  01997 414376  or Ian  07724 199 880 

Jogsccotland @ 7pm Contact Joan or Ian 

Healthways Step-it-up Walking Group @ 2pm 

Thursday 
In the Village Hall 

Line Dancing 6pm-11pm 

Friday  
In the Village Hall 

Legs, Bums & Tums  @ 10.00 - 11.00am 

Step & Step Dance @ 6.15 - 8.30pm 

In the Free Church Hall, West Road 
Jam Club @ 4 to 5pm (contact Deirdre 871257) 

Friday Zone @ 6.30 (contact Nicki 870250) 

Youth Club @7.30 (contact Chisholm Urquhart 871257) 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 
Challengers academy age @ 7.00pm ( Alistair  870259) 

Saturday 
In the Village Hall 

Indoor Bowling @ 7.00pm 

In the Old School 
Art Group 10am to 12 noon 

1st Muir of Ord Brownies 
Ages 7 - 10 

Meet Wednesdays 6.45 - 8.00pm Tarradale School  

Contact Frances MacGruer  

01463 870093 

All Welcome 

Muir Community Church  

 

Every Sunday @ 10.30am & 6.30pm 

Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

Local believers organise fellowship meetings.  

Everyone Welcome. 

Pastor W G McLaughlan B.A.Hons.PGCE 

Contact Church Secretary 01463 870564 

Church of Scotland 
Service times: 

1st & 3rd Sundays of the month at the West 

Church Urray , 11.00am. 

2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays at the East Church,  

Seaforth Road, 11.00am 

Evening Services at 6.30pm in the East Church. 

Morning crèche available 

Free Church 
West Road, Muir of Ord 

Service Times :  

Sunday 12 noon and 6.30pm 

Crèche Available 

Muir of Ord Scout Group 
Scouts (10 - 14 years)  8pm to 9.30pm 

Alf McGregor 01349 862287 

Cubs (8 - 10 years) 6.30pm to 7.45pm 

Gordon Simpson 01463 782043 

Beavers ( 6—8 years) 5.15pm to 6.15pm 

Brenda McGregor 01349 862287 

 

Wednesdays in the Village Hall 

 

2nd Muir of Ord Guides 
 

Meet in the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Wednesdays 7.15pm to 9pm 

10 to 14 year old girls 

All welcome 

For more information contact  

Janice at Forbes (01463 870240) 

Open Close 

 Friday 10th October 

Wednes 27th October Friday 19th December 

Monday 5th January Friday 27th March 

Tuesday 14th April Thursday 2nd July 
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Do you have a useful telephone number that you could share with us? Please get in touch and we will add 

it to our Really Really Useful Pages.  

Citizens Advice Bureau 
4 Church Street, Dingwall, IV15 9SB 

Telephone; 01349 864850 Fax; 01349 862898  

Office Hours; 10.00 to 2.00 Tuesday, Wednesday  

and Friday 

We are always looking for new volunteers. 

S.W.R.I. 
Village Hall, Seaforth Road @ 7.30pm 

 

6th October - David Torrie 

(Talk on D.C. Thomson Comics) 

3rd November - Kathleen McLean 

(Flower Arranging) 

1st December - Party Night 

Diary Dates 

The Handy Person Service 
This service is available to pensioners over 60 and those 

with a disability, who find it difficult or impossible to 

undertake small jobs around their homes. 

Some examples of tasks undertaken are fitting and    

hanging curtains, moving furniture around the house, 

replacing washers, unblocking drains, cleaning gutters 

(single storey) and much more. For more information 

phone 01349 884774 

Ross-shire Women's Aid  
We provide refuge, support and information to women        

children and young people who have experienced        

Domestic Abuse. To speak to someone confidentially 

please telephone 01349 863568  Monday to Friday 10am 

to 5pm (24 hour answering service) 

 

Church of Scotland Guild 
Church Hall, Seaforth Road @ &.30pm 

 

22nd Sept - Andy Fothergill, Talk on M.A.F.F. 

27th Oct - Rev. Ian Ramsden, Visit to Malawi 

16th to 23rd November Guild Week 

22nd November - Coffee Morning (10– 12 noon) 

24th November - Memory Night 

The Really Really Useful Page 3½ 

Bridge Club 
Tarradale School - GP Room @ 7.0pm 

 

New session commences 25th September 
Telephone Preference Service (TPS) 

Are you fed up with unwanted and  

unsolicited telephone calls? 
You can register free of charge for this service when you 

do not want to receive direct marketing calls.  

Call 0845 07 007 07; 24 hours a day 7 days a week to 

access this automated service.  

Have You Registered Yet? 
Why not register your mobile phone free of 

charge on the National Mobile Phone Register by 

visiting www.immobilise.com 

The information given can help the Police to  re-

turn lost or stolen phones to their rightful   own-

ers. It also enables a bar to be placed on the phones SIM 

card which prevents unauthorised use whilst out of your 

hands.  

Phones can only be registered through the website. 

Before you go on-line, you need a note of your phone‘s 

serial number. You can obtain this by keying *#06# into 

the handset, the 15-digit number immediately appears. If 

you aren‘t on-line at home, the library will provide help 

and internet access. 

Pets & Animals - Useful Telephone Numbers 

SSPCA: 01463 231191 

RSPB: 01463 715000 

Cat Protection League: 01463 225138 

Munlochy Animal Aid: 01463 811722 

Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 
 

Due to heavy commitments by the          

Community Council & the Community      

Association the promised Public Meeting 

regarding the possible creation of nature    

reserves  in and around Muir of Ord will  

now be held in the Spring of 2009. 

 

Posters will be displayed 

around the village nearer 

the date. 

Muir of Ord Community Assoc. 
Tuesday 7th October 

Community Pavilion @ 7.30pm 

Muir of Ord Community Council 
The next meeting is to be held on 

Thursday October 2nd @7.30pm 

For venue see shop notices nearer the time.  

All welcome 
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Pastoral Care Group 
 

In the Church of Scotland we have a pastoral care 

group that visits the house-bound, sick, elderly and 

others in need.  If anyone who presently does not re-

ceive a visit feels they would like one, please  contact 

Ivy on 01463-870308. 

Muir Amateur Swimming Club 
We are a small community club run by parents,    

helping our children to enjoy the benefits of  

swimming. All abilities welcome (children must be 

Age7+) the bus leaves from the square on Mondays 

@ 7.15pm and returns 9.15 approx. 

Parents will be required to do 1-2 duties per term. 

For an application form contact Helen                      

on 01463 871428 

‘Coffee at the Kirk’ 

 

We commenced this year‘s ‗Coffee at the 

Kirk‘ in the Church of Scotland Hall in 

Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, in April.   

Our final day will be Friday 26 September.  All       

donations for that day will go to the MacMillan    

Cancer Support.  We had an average of 25 people 

attending on each Friday between 10am to 12 noon. 

 

Thank you to all who have supported us 

over the past few months. 

 

Contact Carole on 01463-871039 if you 

need any further information. 

Morning Call 

 

Morning call offers a free telephone   

service to older people to help them feel 

safe.  

At present there are 14 ladies who        

volunteer to make daily calls to over 50 people. 

 

They would be delighted to hear from anyone who 

would like to take advantage of the service. 

Contact Alan Michael on 01463 790410 

LEGS, BUMS, TUMS 
EVERY FRIDAY 

VILLAGE HALL 

MUIR OF ORD 

FROM 10.00 - 11.00AM 

 

ALSO 

MULBUIE HALL 

(NEXT TO MULBUIE SCHOOL) 

EVERY TUESDAY 
FROM 7.00 - 8.00PM 

 

NO 1 FOR FITNESS TRAINING 

SHARON EMERSON 

QUALIFIED INSTRUCTION 

PERSONAL TRAINING - ASK FOR DETAILS 

Contact the Elderly 
 

A Contact the Elderly Group has been running the 

Muir of Ord area for over 10 years. During this 

time many older people have benefited from the 

regular monthly Sunday afternoon outings for tea. 

We are now looking for some more hosts. All you 

require is to live in the general Muir of Ord area, 

have a large teapot and a downstairs toilet.           

By arrangement and agreement once a year a group 

of 5 - 8 old people will come along one Sunday 

afternoon a year and enjoy hospitality.   

All enquiries to: 

Mrs Sheila MacLeod 01463 871286 or to  

Alan Michael on 01463 790410 

 

We are totally reliant on voluntary donations to 

carry out our work. 

Church of Scotland 

The Challengers Youth Club  
 

Takes place on Friday evening‘s from 7.30 pm to 

9.15 pm in the Church of Scotland Hall, Seaforth 

Road, Muir of Ord.   

This year we are commencing on  

Friday 26 September.  A date for your diary. 

We offer indoor activities to boys and girls of    

secondary school age.  This includes indoor       

football, table tennis, pool and occasional            

visits to Rollerbowl. 

Part of the evening will include a short Bible-based 

talk, given by one of the Leaders. Each evening is 

adequately staffed by Church volunteer members. 

Entry is free but there is a small charge for drinks 

and snacks. 

You are most welcome.   

Come on in and check it out! 

If you need any further information please contact 

Raymond on 01997-43339  
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Name……………………………...……………. 

 

Address………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………. 

 

P/Code…………..Tel/No………………………. 

 

Signed………………………………………….. 

 

For a chance of winning a £10.00 Book Token, fill in 

the above form and send the completed grid in a 

sealed envelope (photocopies not accepted) to 

„Muir Matters‟ Prize Crossword No 15,  

Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord,  

IV6 7TA. Entries must be received by Friday  

October 31st 2008. 

 

The first correct entry drawn after the closing date 

will win the prize. Answers and winners name will 

be published in our next Issue.  

1  2  3  4  5  6 

           

7      8     

     9      

10   11    12    

           

13  14      15   

           

16    17  18     

           

19           

Across 

 
1) Disguised (11) 

7) A Game of Chance (5) 

8) South American Indians (5) 

10) A Passing romantic fancy (11) 

13) Hocus-Pocus (11) 

16) Letter of the phonetic  

alphabet(5) 

18) A minor collision(5) 

19) A little man from Zurich  

Perhaps? (6 & 5) 

 

Down 
 

1) Promoting growth (11) 

2) A pattern or theme (5) 

3) Mysterious object abr.(3) 

4) South sea garland (3) 

5) Italian Fashion House (5) 

6) Unravel (11) 

9) French Author (5) 

11) A cooking range (3) 

12) A beverage (3) 

14) Addition to a document (5) 

15) A knees-up (5) 

17) Copy (3) 

18) A small dog (3) 

Published & Printed by Muir of Ord Communications Group, Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA 

Congratulations to  

D Davis, Rose Croft, on winning 

our prize crossword 

No 14.  

The prize is a £10.00 book token. 
Issue 13  Solutions 

Across 

1)Redcastle 8) Nairn 9) Irked 10) Nun 

11) Erato 13) Tyson 15) Hippo 16)  

Names 18) Adieu 20) Sou 21) Spree 

22) Lying 23) Stornaway 

 

Down 

2) Erica 3) Connoisseur 4) Saintpaulia  

5) Lakes 6) Inverness 7) Edinburgh    

12) The 14) Yod 17) Merit 19) Ibiza  

Congratulations to 

the winner of our  

Issue 14 

„Find the Owl‟ 

Competition.  

Iona Alexander 

aged 11 years of  

Rosecroft 

Muir of ord 

 

Iona correctly identified 

12 Owls 

SUDOKU „Just for Fun‟  

4     2  3 1 

   5 3  4   

 5 9  4   2  

 2  6 5  1  8 

   2 1 4    

1  5  8 9  6  

 7   2  6 8  

  2  7 5    

5 4  3     2 

Jotter Space 
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Letters Column 

Beetroot Chutney 

 

3 lb boiled beetroot 

2 large onions, peeled and chopped 

½ cooking apple, peeled and chopped 

1 pt. vinegar 

½ lb demerara sugar 

Juice of 1 lemon 

 

1) Cut beetroot into 5-6mm dice. 
2) In a large stainless steel pan, sweat the onions and 

apples for 2 minutes. 

3) Add all other ingredients 

and mix together. 

4) Bring to the boil, stirring 

continually until the sugar 

has dissolved. 

5) Cover and simmer for     

25 - 30 minutes. 

6) Allow the mixture to cool.  

7) Pour into jars and cover.  

  

 

M Mackay 

MY FAVOURITE homemade  recipe  

Dear Editor 

Save our 

Bench 
 

A disturbing rumour is circulating 

that the bench between the Village 

Hall and the Chemists on Seaforth 

Road is to be removed and not  

replaced.  

It may be in a sorry state through 

age and vandalism, but it‘s not the 

fault of the elderly, pregnant 

mums and many others who    

regularly use it on their way to and 

from the shops. We have precious 

few amenities in Muir of Ord, 

surely we can‘t be about to lose 

this one. 

Please can Muir Matters get an 

assurance from our Councillors 

that this isn‘t true? 

Instead of penalising the out of 

puff & out for a puff residents in 

need of a sit down, please can the 

present bench be replaced with a 

new one. We are all aware that 

vandalism is a problem so can I 

suggest that a possible solution is 

to purchase one with a stainless 

steel frame.  

M MacKay.  

Muir of Ord 

 

Dear Editor 

 

Just a quick letter to congratulate 

the muir 15-17s on their 

 successful season. Good to hear 

the work of the committee and 

coaches is paying off, along with 

the support of the community. 

 

Stephen Gair,  

Bermuda 

Welcome to the Muir...!!! 
 

It  has been brought to the notice of ‗Muir      

Matters‘ that visitors to our village aren‘t     

exactly made to feel at home. 

 

Just a few week ago a number of people were        

noticed alighting from a mini bus. While some of 

them crossed over to visit the local shops others 

were frantically looking about 

them. It occurred to the 

onlooker that they were      

probably looking for toilets, 

which did in fact turn out to be 

the case. There is no indication 

whatsoever to help visitors to 

locate them.  

 

Most visitors to the village      

park in the square (if there is room), 

perhaps the powers that be would  

consider erecting a notice pointing 

them in the right direction. This could 

also include directions for the post 

office, chemist, doctors, football park 

etc. etc. similar to Victorian signposts  

in Strathpeffer and Dingwall. 

 

Until such time as a permanent signpost can be 

erected perhaps the unused Tourist Information     

notice-board outside the old school building could 

be pressed into service. A map of the village and a 

page or two of our ‗Really, Really Useful‘ could be 

displayed. 

 

It‘s only a small thing but it would help make our 

visitors to the village feel more welcome and even 

perhaps save an embarrassing situation. 
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Local Services 

Culture Cuts 
Professional Ladies & Gents Hair Salon 

Styling, Cutting & 
Colouring. 

Gift Vouchers available. 

Call us on 01463 870205  
Logan Buildings, Muir of Ord 

Floral Creations 
                by 

Florrie Macgruer 
 

59 Highfield Circle 
Muir of Ord 

Tele; 01463 870431 
 

Flowers for all occasions 

 

Over 40 years Main  

Dealer Experience 

 

(FORD, JAGUAR & VW  SPECIALISTS) 
ALL MAKES CATERED FOR 

 

 

Unit 18, Tomich Industrial Estate, 

Muir of Ord, Ross-shire 

Tele: 01463 871321 

 

QUALITY WORK AT  

AFFORDABLE PRICES 

ELEANOR FISHER 
In-Touch Therapies 

 
Ord Road, Muir of Ord 

01463 871866 & 07887 556503 
 

Massage : Aromatherapy : 
:  Indian Head Massage :  

Hopi Ear Candles  : 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gift Vouchers Available 

www.intouchhighland.co.uk 

ALEXANDER & MACKAY 

GARAGE SERVICES 

Reflexology 
the natural step to better health 

Susan Bennetta, IIR, MAR 

West Lodge, Highfield,  

Muir of Ord 

01463-871900 

MINIBUSES FOR HIRE 
8 and16 SEATERS  

CMH, MUIR OF ORD 
 
 
 
 
 

Wheelchair Vehicles Available 
Prices on request 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For a friendly local service at 
competitive rates 

TELEPHONE; 01463 870345 
 

Proprietor Calum MacLeod,  
16 Corrie Gardens, Muir of Ord          
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Chique Boutique Hair, Beauty & Tanning Salon  
 

Caroline and her team would like to extend a warm welcome to all our existing and new       

customers to our newly furbished Salon. Our opening hours now include  

Mondays from 9am to 5.30pm and Thursdays until 8pm. 

‘That,so’ sun makeup 
 

The NEW        
revolutionary 
Automated 

Spray Tanning 
System. 

Flawless spray 
tanning as never 

seen before! 

 
Promotional Price £10 per tan 

INVEST IN YOU AND SIMPLY 
SHINE & SPARKLE 

 
Hair Care including  

Nail Bar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vitesse Sunbed 
 

        PRICES 
 3 MINS - £2.90 
 6 MINS - £3.90 
 9 MINS - £4.50 
12 MINS - £5.90 
60 MINS - £25.00 

 
Tele;01463 870054               
for an appointment 

Fearchair A 

Ghuna 

(Farquhar of 

the Gun) 
 

T here‘s no doubt about it Muir 

of Ord and its surrounding 

area has produced and befriended 

some remarkable individuals over 

the centuries and Fearchair A 

Ghuna was no exception. In the 

19th century Farquhar was a        

familiar character who lived 

around Muir of Ord. His ancestors 

had been famous pipers around the 

Highlands in the 16th century and 

in 1784 Farquhar was born in 

Strathconon. His father and 

brother were crofters but they  

were also smugglers. After having 

had several disagreements with 

Excise Officers and having                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

witnessed his father‘s brushes with 

the law for smuggling, he decided 

to take up the life of a wanderer. 

He was once employed as a herd 

in the parish of Redcastle, but one 

day having fallen asleep, he      

allowed the cattle to stray into a 

cornfield. His enraged master hit 

him on the head with a spade, 

leaving Farquhar badly injured. 

Farquhar could be seen around 

Ross-shire, dressed in rags, chains 

and feathers. Small in stature, with 

long uncombed hair, he carried a 

large sack on his back. From his 

belt hung a sword and an array of 

pistols. However, he probably 

took his name from his most 

prized   possession, an extremely 

large gun consisting of six barrels 

attached to a home made wooden 

stock. This weapon was in all 

probability more likely to be      

lethal to whoever fired it, than to 

whatever it was fired at..! 

 

This remarkable eccentric spent 

the latter years of his life living in 

what he himself described as a 

‗black sooty bothy which wouldn‘t 

keep out a raindrop‘ not far from 

Broadbrae, Muir of Ord. It is said 

he lived to a ripe old age on a diet 

of frogs, crows and rabbits and 

died in 1868 aged 84 in Inverness 

Infirmary.  

 

Photograph courtesy of Highland 

Photographic Archives 

A Few Gardening Tips for Autumn 
 

Harvest apples, pears, plums and gages as they ripen. 

Save seeds from varieties of beans, herbs and tomatoes. 

Line greenhouses with bubble polythene. 

Improve drainage on compacted lawns. 

Cut hedges to keep them neat, and       

control their size. 

Take hardwood cuttings from fruit 

bushes. 
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Muir of Ord Bowling 

Club 
 

As 
 the 2008 season draws to a close       

members of the Muir of Ord Bowling 

Club can look back with some satisfaction 

upon a very enjoyable and reasonably successful 

season. Membership of the Club has risen and the 

reputation of the Muir of Ord Bowling Green has 

risen greatly as the season has progressed. It is now 

viewed by many as being one of the very best in 

Ross-shire. This is entirely due to the diligent care 

and attention of the green-keeper, Mr Willie Stewart. 

Much work has been carried out by the members on 

the surrounds of the Green with the bankings being 

recovered and the new barrels filled with beautiful 

floral displays all season. All in all the whole area 

has been smartened up considerably and this augurs 

well for further improvements which are already   

being planned for next year when the Club will be 

celebrating its fiftieth birthday. 

In August the Club held its annual Floodlit Open 

Pairs Tournament sponsored by the Royal Bank of 

Scotland. Thirty pairs took part and a nail-biting   

final was played between Moira Torrie and Willie 

Stewart of Muir of Ord and Sue Sutherland and   

Martin Lumsden of Fortrose, with the latter pair 

claiming victory by the narrowest of margins. 

Muir of Ord 

Tryst  

October 08 
  

―All sorts of goods were for sale 

including boots, shoes, cloth, tin 

ware, pails and tubs, while apple 

and pear carts and sweetie stands 

abounded. In addition, at this, as 

well as at other markets, there 

were shows of different kinds,  

exhibiting giants or dwarfs or 

other freaks which were usually 

well patronized as were also merry

-go-rounds, jugglers and other 

cheap jacks.‖ This excerpt de-

scribes what went on at a    

Drovers‘ Tryst in the nine-

teenth century.  

However, a Muir of Ord 

Tryst will be held in the    

Village Square on Saturday 

18th October, 2008, starting 

at 10 a.m., at which it is 

hoped that all manner of 

goods will be on sale. Individuals 

or organisations are invited to         

participate in this ―Tryst‖. There is 

no charge for stallholders, but 

please let us know by phoning 

870282 if you intend to be present. 

Muir of Ord 

Over 60‟s 
 

T he first meeting of the Muir 

of Ord Over 60‘s Club for 

the new session will take place on 

Wednesday 8th October at 7 p.m. 

in the G.P. Room at Tarradale 

School.  

 

At this meeting Pat and Ian 

Macleod of Dingwall Museum 

will take us on a ―Walk Down 

Memory Lane‖ with particular 

emphasis on items from the     

Museum with a Muir of Ord    

connection. Sounds like an         

interesting evening!  

New members are always very 

welcome. 

Conon, Maryburgh &  

District Gardening Club 
Our new season starts on  

Monday September 29th 

 Marina Fraser will talk on Garden Compost 

Conon Bridge Church Hall @ 7.30pm. 

 

Members £5 - Visitors £1.50 

Special Notice 
 

Muir of Ord Rovers would like to thank 

Kenny Bremner and MacGregor Industrial 

Supplies of Inverness for the Strimmer 

gifted to them, this enables the club to keep 

the area surrounding the pitch tidy.  
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Community Association News 

S ome people may have already 

noticed the new path created 

by the Association from within the 

Lilyloch development, straight 

through to the new playpark. This 

allows safer access into the play-

park and also to the school. We all 

owe a big ‗thank you‘ to Billy 

MacGruer, Stephen Forbes and 

Angus Wylie for their hard work 

in making this happen for us.  

While on the subject of parks you 

may also have noticed that the 

new Skatepark is now open. I‘m 

sure there will be many young folk 

happy to see it finally in action.  

We are concerned though, at the 

number of people who are using 

cars, motorbikes and quad bikes in 

this area. There are far too many 

children playing in the recreation 

ground to allow these vehicles   

access. All motorised vehicles are 

strictly prohibited and new signs 

will be erected just to remind      

everyone of this. It may be         

necessary to fence or chain the  

entrance to the recreation ground 

if this continues to be a problem. I 

doubt that many people are aware 

that if these vehicles are used     

illegally, then the owners/riders 

run the risk of prosecution and 

their vehicle could be impounded.! 

 

If you visited the Black Isle Show 

this year then you may have         

visited our stall. It was a fairly 

damp start on the Wednesday   

evening but it soon brightened up 

by the following day. With the 

Rover Football Club stall beside 

ours there were plenty of folk 

stopping for a chat and a laugh. 

Congratulations to all the lucky 

winners and thank you for your 

continued   support. 

Is This the Answer? 
 

D efinitely a bit tongue in cheek here, but we      

couldn‘t resist it..!  

On a recent visit to Stornoway one of our Muir    

Matters team spotted this fantastic idea. The           

inflatable pub! Here at Muir Matters we wondered, 

given the current situation with regard to facilities in 

the Muir, is this the way forward for us? If Highland 

Council closes the door on the village hall where 

would we and everyone else go? Maybe we could 

find inflatable premises. The possibilities are endless 

and maintenance costs would be minimal. We could 

just deflate it when necessary, roll it up and take it 

home. There would of course, be certain conditions 

imposed on users i.e. no high heels and our teething 

tiny tots would have to be carefully monitored so 

that they don‘t chew through it, but apart from that a 

quick hose down once a year would be all that was 

required. We think this idea is a winner, what do you 

think folks..?? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph courtesy of the Stornoway Gazette  

 

What the man in the street wants to read is not what he has said already but what he would like to have 

said if he had thought of it first.                                                                            Quote by Keith Waterhouse 
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I went to my grannies and I cut the 

grass and washed the cows and 

horses too. 

Ryan Urquhart, P6 

 

In the summer holidays I was going away 

with my friend Anna Matheson.  We were 
going to see High School Musical in concert.  

It was about twenty minutes before the con-

cert in Glasgow and me and 

my mum and Rhona and Anna 
were having our dinner.  It was 

between two restaurants and 

we decided to go for this res-

taurant but Anna did not like 
anything on the menu so we 

had to leave.  Our faces were all red.  This is 

nothing compared to what I did.  Anna and me 

were sharing Fajitas and in it was a chilli.  I 
thought it was a pepper and Anna dared me to 

eat it.  So I did.  I was roasting and my face 

was on fire.  The concert on the other hand 

was fantastic.  It was fab.  We had the best 
time of our lives.  

Kiera Brennan, P6 
 

I got a new puppy.  His name is 
Buddy.  He was very shy at first 

but he‘s not any more.  He is now 

8 weeks old.  

Anna Matheson, P6 
 

I went to Alton Towers.  It was 

really fun.  I went on all the big 
rides like Nemesis, Oblivion, 

Corkscrew and Air.  I went for 

two days.  

 Jack Dickson, P6 

 

I went to France with my sisters 

and my granny and grandad.  We 

went on a ferry.  We arrived in a 
place called Normandy and 

stayed in a little cottage, it had a 

barn as well as 5 kittens called Oscar, Tiger, 

Itchy and Scratch. Lucy Brydon, P6 

 

My stepsister came home.  She came 

with her boyfriend and her baby in 

her tummy.  I was so excited that I 
am going to be an aunty.  Dad and 

me picked them up.  When we got 

home mam was in the middle of 

making dinner then Jenny‘s mam 
came in.  After Jenny gave us scan pictures of 

the baby, it was so cute.  I loved it and Jenny‘s 

boyfriend‘s a chef so he made raspberry rou-

lade.  It was lovely and when we were making 
the cream it went all over my face.  It was 

funny.  Kirsty Dingwall, P6 

 

I went to a music festival at Muir 
of Ord football pitch. I went to the 

new skate park with my friend 

Alexander who goes to Tarradale 

while my mam was dancing and I found out 
something.    Calum Adams skateboards. I 

can‘t wait till next years.  They raised £1,700.  

It was the best thing I have ever been to.  I 

would love to go back.   

Robert Harcus, P7 

I went to Spain for 14 nights.  I 

went down to the beach and I went 

to a water park called the Hydro 

Park.  It was good fun.   

Jake Wilson, P6 

 

I went to Liverpool.  We saw the 
tall ships and we went round the 

Cathedral. I stayed with my 

grandad.  I stayed up late with 

my cousin and I went shopping 
with grandma.   

Fraser Holmes, P7 

 

I went to Embo Camp site.  I was 
exploring the beach, looking in the 

rock pool having fun making sand-

castles. At night we would go to 

discos and dance.  

Emma Reid, P6 

 

I went to France.  It was very 

very hot.  There was an out-
door swimming pool. The 

pool was so cold and there 

were lizards running about 

and I picked one up.   It felt slimy and we 
made lots of friends.   

Calum Adams, P6 

 

I went to London and Edinburgh.  In London I 
went on a boat with my Aunt Silvia and Uncle 

Iain and grandma and granda and 

me and when we went back to 
their house Christopher was there.  

We had dinner with Christopher.  

We had spaghetti and then Sarah 

came with baby Aden so I was 
playing with him.  He was only a 

few weeks old.  

Rebekka Hennem, P5 

 
I went to Thailand.  The most 

exciting part was going on a jet 

ski.  

Cullen Bruce, P6 

 

 

On my holiday to France I stayed at 

my granny and granddads for a 
week and stayed at a holiday home 

for a second week.  There were 3 

swimming pools and a golf course.     

 Cameron Main, P6 

 

I went to London with my 

mum, dad and brother.  We 

saw the Tower of London, St 
Paul‘s Cathedral, the Houses 

of Parliament, Big Ben and 

Harrods.  We went on the 

underground and walked through Hyde Park 
loads.  We also went to see two shows in the 

West End.  The first one was called Phantom 

of the Opera and the second one was Grease.  

Grease was my favourite.  

Ruth Foster, P7 

 

I went to France in the holidays with my mum 

and my grandad and granny and Lucy and 
Emily.  We were going on a wood climbing 

and it was good.  A man was teach-

ing us how to do it and it was fun 

when I went on the zip wire and I 

scratched my leg on the wood.   

Alice Brydon, P6 

 

I went to Glasgow in the holidays 
and we went to the beach.   

Kelsie Nairn, P6 

 

I went to Edinburgh and 
stayed in Stirling.  Then went 

to Deep Sea World and saw 

sharks and to Drumsmittal 

Safari Park for a day.   

Jennifer Mackenzie, P7 

 

I was over in Tore at my uncle‘s 

carting bails and then I helped my 
dad‘s friend drive his tractor carting 

ground.   

Ross Durdle, P7 

 
When I was on holiday I was 

happy   because I went to the 

beach.   

 Ryan Ross, P6 

 

I went to York.  We went to 

Flamingo Land.  There were 

lots there.  We all loved it.   

Jack Bremner, P6 

 

We went to Rosemarkie beach.  
We had lunch and played a few 

games then walked along to 

the end to see the dolphins.  

We saw a few and stayed a while watching, 
but we soon had to go home.  It was lovely 

and sunny but we didn‘t have many more days 

like that in the holidays!   

Kirstin Dilley, P7 

 

I got a 350cc quad and the top 

speed is 30mph.  On it I made 

a box for putting things in.  

Euan Bain, P7 

 

I went to my grannies for a few 

days.  When I was there every 
morning I would feed the pet 

lamb out in the garden.  It was 

really cute! I also helped my 

grandpa with rolling up the 
sheep‘s‘ wool that he cut off.   

Shannon Birnie, P7 

 

My sister and I did quite a 
few Highland Dancing     

competitions.  I won a lot of 

medals and a few trophies.  I 

also went to the Black Isle 
Show, which was really 

good.  I went on the rides 

with some friends.  I really enjoyed my sum-

mer holidays.   

Eilidh Petrie, P6 

 

 

 

 

 

MULBUIE HIGHLIGHTS ; MY SUMMER HOLIDAYMULBUIE HIGHLIGHTS ; MY SUMMER HOLIDAY  
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For a chance to 

win £10.00 

 in our  

‗Spot the  

Difference  

Competition‘ 

find and circle 

the 7  

differences      

between the two pictures of  Desperate Dan. 

 

Send in the right-hand picture with the differences circled, along 

with your name, age, telephone number and address to  

‗Spot the Difference‘ Competition, ‗Muir Matters‘,  

Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA  

Entries by Friday October 31st please. 

Win, Win with the Young‟uns Competitions 
In this Issue we have 2 competitions & 2 prizes to be given away to our younger readers. 

Robertsons „The Larder‟ 

have kindly donated a family 

ticket to their recently 

opened Children‟s Farmyard 

at Tomich Farm Shop, 

Beauly. 

 
To win the prize name 3 of the    

animals photographed in the         

advertisement on page 6. 

Entries on a postcard please to ; 

‗Farm shop Competition‘,  

‗Muir Matters‘, Seaforth Road, 

Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA :Entries by 

October 31st please. 

Chainsaw Magic 
 

Iain Chalmers, of North Kessock, but     

originally from Muir of Ord, has put the 

Highlands on the map in the world of chain-

saw carving.  He came third with his 8 ft 

carving of a Labrador flushing a pheasant in 

The Scottish Open Chainsaw Competition 

held on August 30th at Carrbridge. 

He was delighted with his achievement as 

all twenty carvers at the competition were 

professionals from across the world and the 

standard was extremely high.   

He said, ‗I‘ve never carved a pheasant       

before so I wasn‘t sure if I could get it done 

in the allocated four hours but the adrenalin 

and excitement of the competition helped 

and I just made it in time.  The competi-

tion is chainsaw only, no other tools, so it 

takes a delicate touch.‘    

Iain performs at various shows throughout 

the year including the Black Isle Show 

and anyone who has seen him at work 

will appreciate the degree of skill in-

volved. 

Having started his career as a chef before 

moving into forestry for a time, Iain has 

been carving for six years in total.  There 

was such a demand for his talent that he 

decided to do it full-time two years ago.  

 

You can check out his wonderful        

creations at; 

www.chainsawcreations.co.uk. 

"Coppelia"  

The performance of 

"Children's Corner" and 

"Coppelia" was danced 

by the HIghland Youth 

ballet.  Most of the pupils 

taking part were from  

Elvet ballet School in 

Dingwall.  If anyone is 

interested in attending 

classes they should       

phone 01349 862060 and 

speak to Sybil Stewart.   

How long before some comic puts up a 

―Please do not feed the animals‖ notice on 

the new kiddies safe play area at the school? 
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Summer Bloomers 

 

Anna Lashley (5) and Niamh Chisholm 

(6) from Muir of Ord beam with excite-

ment as they wait to perform in 

'Children's Corner' as part of the High-

land Youth Ballet in Dingwall Town 

Hall on Saturday 30th August. 

Muir Winner!! 

 
 

Congratulations are due to 12 year old 

Naiomi McLennan. 

 

At the time of entering the show Naiomi 

was a pupil at Mulbuie Primary School. 

She received  95% and a Gold Star for 

her Vegg Monster entry in the  

Spring 2008 S.W.R.I. Ross-shire  

Federation Bulb & Baking Show. 

 

Well done Naiomi 

ORDKIDZ  

Blossoming in the  

Community Pavilion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F resh from their highly success-

ful summer activities week, 

ORDKIDZ have their next set of 

sessions planned. Ballet taster 

classes will be running in the 

Church of Scotland Hall on   

Thursdays from 3 to 3.45 pm, for 

children in Nursery and P1. Four 

classes are before the October 

break, on Sep 18th, Sep 25th, Oct 

2nd and Oct 9th, with the next four 

on Nov 6th, 13th , 20th  and 27th. 

Leading the class is Cecilia     

Wilson from Windhill. Cost is 

£12 for the 8 sessions. 

 

We are very grateful to the     

Community Council for a grant 

to help us fund our sessions and 

for new toys and equipment for 

Babyzone. There seems to be a 

baby boom in the Muir just now, 

and all pre-nursery children and 

their carers are welcome to Baby-

zone: it‘s on Wednesdays from 

9.30 to 11am at a cost of £1 per 

family, and there are sometimes 

extra activities such as messy play 

or music sessions (thanks Fiona!). 

 

ORDKIDZ has been going for a 

year now, and in that time we‘ve 

run 47 music and movement      

sessions, brought Babyzone from 

fortnightly to weekly and           

improved what‘s on offer there, 

and run the summer activities 

week which offered everything 

from a Tai Chi taster to music to 

pond-dipping to ceramic painting. 

Many many thanks to all who 

helped. 

We have just applied for funding 

to run percussion sessions early 

next year, to be offered to all    

children in the village between 

Playgroup and P7. Keep your     

fingers crossed for us! We also 

plan to run storytelling sessions 

and some nature activities, with 

help from The Highland Council‘s 

Countryside Ranger, Martin Hind.  

 

We now really need new people 

to get involved and there‘s lots to 

do, from helping with admin to 

applying for funding to turning up 

at sessions to help. We meet on 

the first Tuesday of the month at 

8pm. Contact Jenny on 871166 or     

Lizbeth on 870865. 
 


