
A 
 meeting of invited community and 

school representatives and Highland 

Council Ward Members and officials 

was held on Tuesday 8 September to discuss 

possible future community facility develop-

ments in Muir of Ord. 

 

The main purpose was to discuss the best use of 

the town centre, school and community assets, 

to plan for a potential new facility and to arrive 

at a clear set of actions for the future. 

The benefits and disadvantages of a range of 

existing buildings and facilities were discussed, 

with the consensus being that the community 

needed to focus on the ‗big picture‘ for the town.  

To this end, the following actions were agreed: 

 

Village Hall 
The Community Association will take on ownership 

of the Village Hall and set up a separate Hall Users 

Management Group to manage and operate the    

Village Hall. Possible use envisaged as small scale 

meeting space(s) for local clubs and groups as well 

as a venue for smaller scale activities/classes       

(c75 seating capacity). 

 

Outdoor Education building 

 
In the absence of any viable community use being 

identified, Education Culture and Sport (ECS) 

will     approach NHS Highland regarding its pos-

sible use as a ‗wellbeing surgery‘ to help alleviate    

accommodation pressures at the Doctors Surgery. 

This building may ultimately be put on the open 

market to realise a capital receipt for the Council. 

Whatever the outcome, the community represen-

tatives are adamant that it is not left to become a 

derelict eyesore within the townscape. 

 

Old School building 

 
ECS have no immediate plans to refurbish,      

expand or relocate the Public Library. The local 

Art Club currently have use of two rooms (leased 
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from ECS). There is one other vacant room available 

for lease. The Primary School has no immediate 

need for additional space, but Education wishes to 

retain ownership of this building in the event that 

class room overflow is required in the future. In the   

meantime, present   usage is to continue, while seek-

ing a tenant for the vacant room.  

 

Muir of Ord Communications Group has expressed 

an interest in leasing and making use of this 

vacant room for the community newspaper 

‗Muir Matters‘, IT training and its other activi-

ties, opening to the community on 2 afternoons 

per week to answer general queries about   

community groups, activities and events etc. 

and to coincide with the afternoon library open-

ing hours. The space would also be made avail-

able to other community groups as a small 

meeting room by prior arrangement.  

‗Muir Matters‘ moving out from its current 

space in the Village Hall would, of course,   

release additional space for other hall use, such 

as storage space which is presently lacking. 

 

Community Hall 
 

There is currently nowhere for the whole community 

to come together and there is strong community    

pressure for long-held aspirations to replace the   

previous Sports Centre, which was destroyed by fire 

in 1996, to be realised.  

Ideally, such a facility should be brought closer to 

the centre of the village and should aim to function 

as a multi-use community space, with the core use of 

sport/indoor training/recreation in a number of sport-

ing activities and capacity for temporary conversion 

to function as a performance space (c200 seating   

capacity), larger seminar/conference type meeting 

space. 

It was agreed at the meeting that the Community   

Association will take forward proposals to 

lead on the development of a multi-use 

community hall. It will do so, working with 

the Community Council and the wider  

community, to create a new space  central 

to the village that provides core sporting,  

recreational and wellbeing facilities for the 

whole community, with the capacity for  

accommodating other uses (e.g. cultural, 

conference) on a temporary basis. The    

proposed facility should also provide the 

capacity for expansion beyond a basic 

building in the longer term (if this is        

required). 

 

As a result of the discussions, it was agreed by all 

present at the meeting that the ―rough ground‖     

between the football pitch and the sports pitch 

(Lilyloch ground in Community Association owner-

ship) would be a good location for a new Commu-

nity Hall, overlooking both playing fields and not 

too far distant from both the Primary School and the 

Football Club. 

If you have any comment to make on any of these 

proposals, wish a copy of the note of the meeting, or 

wish to suggest any viable alternative use for the    

former ‗Outdoor Education‘ building or the vacant 

room in the ‗Old School‘ building, please contact  

Mr Ian Murray, Head of Community Learning &       

Leisure Services, Education Culture and Sport     

Service, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX, 

01463 702048 or Mr John Macdonald, Senior   

Community Learning & Leisure Officer, Wester 

Ross, Skye & Lochaber,   Castle Street Dingwall, 

IV15 9HU, 01349 863441. 
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Was anyone left 

in Muir of Ord? 

 
On 

 Saturday 22nd August, 20 members of Muir of Ord 

jogscotland ran or jogged the 13 miles of the Great 

Wilderness Challenge.  The route from Aultbea to 

Poolewe goes uphill on a narrow track for about 5 miles to Fionn 

Loch.  As there had been a lot of rain in the preceding weeks, the 

track was pretty muddy.  From the Loch, the route goes over a bog, 

described on the Ordnance Survey map as ‗bad bog‘, for 2 miles.    

Indeed it was a very bad bog and we all have ‗bog‘ tales to 

tell!  The remaining section to the end in Poolewe was less wet  

underfoot but still gave us some challenging hills.  In spite of a very wet beginning to the day, the weather 

improved just as we were setting off and was just about perfect – enough breeze to keep the midges at bay 

and keep us cool.  We were all wearing our fluorescent yellow running tops so stood out among all the 

other runners and walkers.  At one checkpoint a marshal asked ―Is there anyone left in Muir of Ord?‖ 

We took part as a group in the Chal-

lenge to raise money for Highland  

Hospice.  One of our group members, 

Esther Lees, had taken part with me 

and her nephew Paul in last year‘s 

event.  Sadly Esther died in Highland 

Hospice in February this year.  The 

event was an emotional one for all of 

us as well as a challenge.  Before join-

ing jogscotland the majority of those of 

our group would never have thought it 

possible that they could rise to such a 

challenge. Esther would have been 

proud of us all.   I personally was also  

remembering other friends who had 

been cared for in Highland Hospice, 

especially Harry Brown, my neighbour.   

As I write I do not know how much we have raised in total 

for the Hospice. but we are hoping that it will be a consider-

able sum. 

 

Muir of Ord jogscotland welcomes new members.   

We particularly welcome people who have never jogged or 

run before, of all ages, (our current age range is 18 to 65), 

male and female.  We meet in the square in Muir of Ord at 7 

pm on Monday and Wednesday evenings and on Wednesday 

afternoons at 1.30 pm.  Just turn up or you can get further 

information from:- Joan Munro   01463 870237,  

Ian Dempster 0772 419 9880, Hazel Keiro 01997 414376 

and Christine Paul 01463 870590.  

Or email joan.munro1@virgin.net  
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Adrian Grabs Gold 
 
A drian Moody took part in her first swimming gala on 18 

April 2009.  The gala organised by the Dingwall Amateur 

Swimming Club took place in the Dingwall Leisure Centre.  

Adrian  won gold medals in the 50m breaststroke and 50m back-

stroke races.  Two silver medals in the 25m butterfly and 50m 

freestyle ensured that Adrian took a share of first place in the girls 

9/10 age category.   

Adrian attributes much of her success to the coaching she          

received whilst attending swimming lessons on a Monday night 

with Muir of Ord Amateur Swimming Club.  Adrian says that 

club coach, Bruce Wilson really helped to improve her technique 

and would like to say a big thank-you to both Bruce and the many 

parents who give up their time on Monday evenings to ensure that the children in Muir of Ord get the       

opportunity to learn to swim. 

MUIR OF ORD 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
 

YOUTH WEEKEND – 14, 15, 16 AUGUST 2009 

 

CHALLENGER 3 BUS 
 

A s part of the programme of the Churches    

working together in the community we invited 

the Challenger Bus from Perth to help reach out to 

the youth of our community. 

 

The bus is part of PWAMM‘s 

(People With A Mission Ministries) 

ministry to reach out to young    

people.  It is a bus kitted out with   

modern high tech presentation 

equipment with the aim to present 

the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

in a way that would be relative to 

young people today.  There was 

singing, a Gospel message and testi-

monies from top sport stars, musi-

cians and others who have been 

changed and transformed by the 

message of the Gospel and who now 

see life from God‘s perspective. 

 

The bus was parked in the square on 

the Friday and Saturday evenings 

where close to 100 youngsters came 

onto the bus. 

 

The final event of the weekend finished with a youth 

meeting in the Church of Scotland Hall presented by 

the Faith Mission where there was an opportunity to 

hear a life-transforming message from the Bible. 

 

The Churches Together were very encouraged by the 

contact made with the young people and we are    

endeavouring to show the Church is not the building 

but the people, and that the Christian Faith is a     

relationship with Jesus Christ and with one another. 

 

Muir Matters would like to congratulate Adrian on her successes and to apologise to her for failing  
to publish this article in our June Edition. 
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Memorial Cairn  

update 
 

 

It  was recently reported in the Ross-shire     

Journal ‗Reflections‘ article that a Café   

Chantant Fair was held at Highfield, Muir of Ord on 

Friday 2nd September 1921. 

The purpose was to raise funds for the Muir of Ord 

War Memorial Fund, and the provision of a District 

Nurse for Muir of Ord. The Event succeeded in     

raising the not inconsiderable amount of £200. 

 

The opening ceremony was performed by Her     

Highness Princess Sophia Duleep Singh. 

Princess Sophia was the daughter of Maharajah 

Duleep Singh, the last   Maharajah of the Sikh          

Empire. At the age of 15 her father was exiled from 

India by the British. The Princess, a goddaughter of 

Queen Victoria had Indian, European and African 

ancestry with an upbringing among the British        

aristocracy. She was a prominent suffragette who 

marched alongside          

Emmeline Pankhurst, 

playing a leading role in 

the Women‘s Tax        

Resistance League.  

 

The picture on the left is 

of Princesses Catherine, 

Bamba & Sophia Duleep 

Singh, on their presenta-

tion at court c1895. 

 

What is a Café Chantant Fair? A little internet dig-

ging revealed that the café chantant was originally 

an outdoor café where small groups of performers 

enacted popular music for the public. The music was 

generally light-hearted even sometimes risqué. 

 

Can anyone throw more light on this fund raising 

extravaganza?  

What was the connection between the Mackenzie's 

of  Highfield House and Princess Sophia? 

 

If any of our readers has the answers to the above 

questions we would love to hear from you. 

HAVE GRANNIES WILL 

TRAVEL 
 

It’ s really quite amazing what our grannies get up 

to nowadays. Long gone are the days when the 

auld grey haired granny sat at home knitting or   

baking. These days you‘re more likely to find them 

jetting around the world enjoying life to the full…!  

A case in point is Muir Matters very own Ann Bell 

who has only recently returned from her grandson‘s 

wedding in Florida. Not only was Ann able to    

thoroughly enjoy the wedding celebration of the 

happy couple in the most beautiful part of Orlando 

but she spent the rest of her time in Florida visiting 

sights such as Daytona Beach, Disneyworld‘s Epcot 

Park and Universal Studios. As if that wasn‘t enough 

for most of us in just a week, Ann still managed to 

fit in numerous shopping trips and visits to local   

restaurants…! 

Ann‘s photograph from left to right: granddaughter 

Lorraine, son David, bride Natasha, grandson     

Graham and last but not least Grannie…! 

Two Muir of Ord Couples meet up in  

Austria during their summer holiday. 

  
Brian and Beth Mellis and Jim & Maureen Thomson 

coincidentally had booked the same summer holiday 

to Austria in June 2009.   Little did they expect that 

they would experience the snows of a Scottish winter 

but what a great holiday it was and we did give Muir 

of Ord a little publicity. 
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MUIR TRIO‟S TRIUMPH 

 

T hree Muir of Ord youngsters fought off competition from 

all over Scotland to win trophies at the Tang Soo Do       

Annual Scottish Challenge Championships held in Forres in 

June. 

The local trio are members of the Inverness Tang Soo Do team 

who train twice weekly under the instruction of Master Kelly 

O‘Connor. 

 

Cameron Ross (5), one of the youngest competitors in the 

competition, took top spot for his weapons forms and third 

place for his traditional forms in the orange belt category. 

His sister, Abigail Ross (8) was awarded third place trophies 

for both traditional and weapons forms in the green belt      

category and Matthew Moir (7) won first place in the sparring 

section. Abigail and Cameron, both pupils of Mulbuie Primary 

School, have been training at the club for two years while their 

friend Matthew, a pupil of Tarradale Primary School, has been 

training for three years. 

Tang Soo Do is a traditional Korean Martial Art with mental and physical training. This includes stances, 

patterns (forms), breathing exercises, self defence, hand and foot techniques, weapons, sparring and free 

fighting. 

Ann & David tie the knot,  

Mulbuie style 

 

Ann Macdonald and David Tilbury of Muir of Ord 

recently tied the knot at a ceremony in their garden, 

in front of family and friends.  Their children, 

Kirstie and Frasier both attend Mulbuie Primary 

School whose ‗Golden Broom‘ tartan has been a 

huge success since being designed by the children a    

number of years ago.  It was at their wedding on  

August 22nd however, that David complimented the 

beautiful bride by sporting the first adult Mulbuie 

kilt made by Rhoda Fraser in Dingwall.   
Congratulations to the newly weds! 

Connor conquers Ben Nevis 
 

C onnor Franklin successfully climbed Ben Nevis on the 

4th July 2009 . It took us just over 7 hours to get up and 

down, I‘m sooooo proud of him for doing it and he didn't 

even complain once!! 

We raised around £1400 for HIV Mission Possible!!!! 

 

Pictured left are Rhona, Connor & me. We were holding the 

flag the wrong way round!!! that's why we are laughing!! 

 

Kelly  
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Floral Creations 
                by 

Florrie Macgruer 
 

59 Highfield Circle 
Muir of Ord 

Tele; 01463 870431 
 
 

Flowers for all occasions 

 

Having problems  
with your  

Computer? 
 

Why not contact 

 

Alistair Mackay,  

Rosebank - Killearnan, Muir of Ord 

 

Home PC repairs & upgrades  

 Hardware & Software installations 

including Anti-Virus.  

 

For a prompt home service. 
Telephone 01463 870736 

ELEANOR FISHER 
In-Touch Therapies 

 
Ord Road, Muir of Ord 

01463 871866 & 07887 556503 
 

 
Massage : Aromatherapy : 
:  Indian Head Massage :  

Hopi Ear Candles   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Gift 
Vouchers 

Available 
www.intouchhighland.co.uk 

THERAPIES BY THE WOOD 

Reflexology - Reiki 

Susan Bennetta, IIR, MAR, RTCAP 

West Lodge, Highfield,  
Muir of Ord  (near Clashwood) 
Tel:  01463-871900 
email: 
susan.bennetta@care4free.net 

Daytime & Evening Appointments 

Also Home Visits 

Chique Boutique Hair, Beauty 
 & Tanning Salon  

 
 

‘That,so’ sun makeup 
The new revolutionary Automated Spray 

Tanning System.  

Vitesse Sunbed  

For fast, even, all over tanning which is 
safe, hygienic & self contained. 

Nail Bar & Hair Care 

All your beauty needs cared for  
in a pleasant & friendly atmosphere  

 
 Opening hours Tuesday to Saturday 9.00am/5.30pm  

plus late opening Thursdays until 8.00pm. 
Tele;01463 870054  for an appointment    

         

Tilbury Bespoke  
Carpentry & Joinery 

 
 

High quality, bespoke interior units, 

made to measure bookcases,  

wardrobes and built-ins. 

 

Kitchens fitted, doors hung, floors laid. 

 
Professional service with over 20 years experience. 

References and photos of completed work available. 

Locally based. 

 

David Tilbury 
 

dp.tilbury@btinternet.com 

Tele; 01463 871373 & 07828 084 061 

 

Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy,  

the editors of „Muir Matters‟ take no responsibility 

 for errors in articles submitted. 
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Culture Cuts 
Professional Ladies & Gents Hair Salon 

Styling, Cutting &Colouring. 
 

Gift Vouchers available. 
 

Call us on 01463 870205  
Logan Buildings, Muir of Ord 

naturatanning 
look good feel good…………. 
 
With naturasun spray tanning  

get that holiday look and feeling 
all year round. 
 
For more information or book an appointment 
Call Susan on 01463 871005 or 07732222285 
Certified naturasun operator 
Make an appointment today  

D.J. MACLENNAN & SON 
Funeral Directors 

 

Westwater, West Road, Muir of Ord 

Established 1947 

Tel: 01463 870891 & 01463 741312 

 

Hearse & Limousine– Funerals & Cremations 

Private Rest Room 

Distance no object—24 hour Service 

 

“Your local business serving a wide area with  

sensitivity and dignity” 

Golden Charter and Golden Leaves  

Funeral Plans 

 
Hearse and Limousine hire available 

Tax Matters 

 
Accountancy and Tax Service 

for Small Business 

 

Tax Returns completed promptly at low cost 

01463 - 711112 

www.taxmatters-accountancy.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Restaurant Opening Times (01463 870286) 
 

Monday - Saturday  
5.00pm - 8.30pm 

Sunday  
12.00 noon - 2.30pm & 5.00pm - 8.30pm 

 
Times may vary due to seasonal demand 

 
Teatime 2 course special £6.95 served   

5.00– 6.30pm  Monday to Friday 
 

Sunday roast 2 course special £8.95 
10% off food bill on presentation of this  

advertisement (no photocopies).  
Does not include drinks and cannot be used in  

conjunction with any other meal offers 
******** 

Weekend Evening Entertainment - Free Entry 
Please ring 01463 870286 for details of 

forthcoming events 

 

      NATURAL BEAUTY 
     NAILS & WAXING 

 

        Janet Smith 

 

     11 Ord Place 

     Muir of Ord 

     IV6 7TS 

 

      01463 870475 

         07745637819 

         majinty@fsmail.net 

 

N   
   NAILS & WAXING 

  ATURAL 

 BEAUTY 

                    Richard Mackay 
                                  Joinery 

Services  

“Ruisdael” 

Corry Road 

MUIR-OF-ORD 

IV6 7TN 

 

Tel: (01463) 871043 

 or 07745 485 767 

Email: richardjudy3@aol.com 
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Letters to the Editor  

 
PoppyScotland, Annual Poppy Appeal 
 

I have been organising the Poppy Appeal for        

Remembrance Day (11th November) over a number 

of years now. Due to   advancing years I would like 

to pass this on to a willing person from the year 

2010. 

If you are willing to volunteer for this task or know 

someone who might want to help, could you please     

contact me through Muir Matters or at my home:  

telephone 01463 870488. 

I would be willing to help any new organiser if    

necessary. 

Donald (Dan) MacRae 

  

 

Dear Muir Matters 

I would like to congratulate all who have gained 

their degrees and are out in the jobs market, good 

luck in finding employment. Also to those who did 

well with their school exams, all the best in looking 

for university places. 

Brenda Mackay, Muir of Ord 

The Tackety Boot 
 
 

I 
 was thinking back to around the time when the dress code for boys of my age      

comprised of knee length flannel shorts, long woollen stockings and tackety-boots.  

The shorts, though comfortable, gave no protection to the poor knees that seemed to 

be constantly scraped, scored and grass-stained. The long woollen stockings had a turn 

over below the knee and hid an elastic  garter which kept them up, but this was an      

uncomfortable contraption and as I recall, more often than not, the stockings would be 

rolled down to the ankles! The tackety-boots though, they were different..! 

 

What versatile footwear they were. With the thick leather sole adorned with a row of 

metal tackets around the outside, they had clusters of threes in the middle and a metal 

plate on the heel and another on the toe. I suspect that the initial purpose of manufacturing such sturdy boots was to 

build up the muscles on some puny legs. When winter came they became an ideal substitute for ice-skates which we 

could not afford and on hard packed snow or preferably the iced over wet areas of the field at Broomhill Cottages we 

would have great fun. A long run, followed by a sudden stop on entering the ―slide‖ would propel one to a great   

distance and at great speed…! Time stood still and the shrill cry of excited children could be heard right up until        

bedtime. The wearing of your tackety-boots was also a great advantage when playing football and a toe-pointer from 

them could direct the ball a long way but unfortunately with no accuracy…!  

 

Playing at being soldiers was a common pastime in the early 50‘s as WW2 was still fresh in the minds of us all. 

Tackety-boots were essential for us boy ―soldiers‖ as we marched on the tarmac to give the familiar thump of boots 

that you hear on the parade ground.  

 

My first boots were purchased from Mac‘s shop from the hard earned money I received from berry picking and tattie 

houking. Mac‘s shop was a wooden structure situated close to the Bochans; the Station flats as it is now. This was 

our local shoe shop where you could buy the tackety boots I longed so much to own. I recall the day I went for my 

boots vividly because of the unusual instructions my father gave me before I set off on that sunny afternoon. ―Make 

sure you whistle before entering the shop‖ was his stern command. Seeing the seriousness in his expression, I 

thought better than to question him, though I did think it was highly unusual. However, so excited was I on the     

prospect of being the owner of the much sought after ―Black Hercules Tackety-Boots‖ that I was whistling merrily as 

I entered the shop which had the door wide open. As Mac went through the motions of explaining to me my fine 

choice of boot, value for money and all the other good reasons for giving him my custom, I observed that he was 

chewing constantly but stopping periodically to expel a well aimed spit out the door. The dark coloured substance, I 

later discovered was the juice of black twist tobacco. Heavens…what if a silent prospective customer came through 

that door just as that potent watery missile was leaving…‖ Yes, I was glad that I followed the instructions of my dad 

for once and hadn‘t a stinging eye to contend with as I proudly walked back home with my boxed purchase under my 

arm. 

 

Willie MacKenzie  
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Name……………………………...……………. 

 

Address………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………. 

 

P/Code…………..Tel/No………………………. 

 

Signed………………………………………….. 

 

For a chance of winning a £10.00 Book Token, fill in 

the above form and send the completed grid in a 

sealed envelope (photocopies not accepted) to 

„Muir Matters‟ Prize Crossword No 19,  

Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord,  

IV6 7TA. Entries must be received by Friday 30th 

October 2009. 

 

The first correct entry drawn after the closing date 

will win the prize. Answers and winners name will 

be published in our next Issue.  

1  2  3  4  5  6 

           

7      8     

    9 10      

11   12    13    

           

14  15  16  17  18   

    19       

20      21     

           

22           

Across 

 
1) Disney film (3, 4 & 4) 

7) Alfresco pools (5) 

8) Architect ? Jones (5) 

9) Spike of wheat (3) 

11) Infrequently (3,3 & 5) 

14) At once (8 & 3) 

19) Turkish chieftain (3) 

20) Keeper (5) 

21) Musical instrument (5) 

22) 1973 Horror film (3 & 8) 

 

Down 
 

1) Star finder (6 & 5) 

2) Bequeath (5) 

3) Norwegian Dramatist (5) 

4) Nigerian Currency (5) 

5) Mediterranean Island (5) 

6) Sub-zero earth condition  

(6 & 5) 

10) A Proverb (5)  

12) Cooker (3) 

13) The stomach (3) 

15) Firing or cooking? (5) 

16) Football stadium (5) 

17) Energetic (5) 

18) Arabian inhabitant (5) 

Published & Printed by Muir of Ord Communications Group, Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA 

Congratulations to  

Phyllis Pegrum,  

Dugary Farmhouse, on winning 

our prize crossword No. 18. 

The Prize is a £10 book token. 
Issue 18 Solutions 

 

Across 

1) Flannelette 7) Endow 8) Bravo 9) Ear     

11) Choirmaster 14) Forevermore 

19) Ira 20) Index 21) Beard 

22) Serendipity 

Down 

1) French fries 2) Audio 3) Newer  

4) Libra 5) Tract 6) Eco friendly  

10) Amber 12) Ire 13) Sum 15) Radar 

16) Vixen 17) Rabbi 18) Okapi 

The winner of the Issue 18,  

„Spot the Difference‟ Competition is 

Euan Rait, aged 12 years of 

Chestnut Grove, Muir of Ord. 

 

Well done to Euan who wins £10.00 

Just for Fun Wordsearch 
 

Here is a list US states. Which one does not 

appear in the grid? 

Alabama, Arizona, Florida, Georgia, 

Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Michigan, 

Missouri, Ohio, Oregon, Wisconsin. 

 A O I D N I O W A L 

F L O R I D A I L R 

M O H A D I D S A I 

I N O D G A A C B R 

C A S R T N R O A U 

H V O L E R I N M O 

I E H O N G Z S A S 

G N I F N I O I N S 

A D O I E V N N T I 

N A F E N I A M O M 
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Weekly Activities  School Calendar Session  

2008/2009 
Monday 

In the Village Hall 

Country Dancing @ 7.30pm  

(1st Monday of month in the Church Hall) 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 
Scrabble Club meets @ 2.00pm. 

Meet in the Square 
Swimming Club, contact Helen, 01463 871428 

Jogscotland @ 7pm contact Joan 870237 or  

Ian 07724 199 880 

 

Tuesday  
In the Free Church Hall, West Road 

Noah's Ark Tots 9.30am - 11.00am  

Youth Group 7.00pm - 9.00pm (Fortnightly) 

 In the Old School  
Art Group @ 7pm - 9pm 

 

Wednesday  
In the Village Hall 

Ordtotz from 9.30 to 11.15am  

(for more details phone Laura 01463 871090)  

Lunch Club @ 12 noon (870065 for further details) 

Meet in the Square 
Jogscotland @ 1.30pm Contact Joan 870237,  

Hazel  01997 414376  or Ian  07724 199 880 

Jogsccotland @ 7pm Contact Joan or Ian 

Healthways Step-it-up Walking Group @ 2pm 

 

Thursday 
In the Village Hall 

Egyptian Dancing 10.15 - 11.30am 

Line Dancing 6.30-10.30pm 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Beginners Ballet Classes - 3.00 to 3.45pm 

(P1, P2 & P3 classes) 

 

Friday  
In the Free Church Hall, West Road 

Jam Club @ 4 to 5pm (contact Deirdre 871257) 

Friday Zone @ 6.30 to 7.30pm (contact Gordon 871223) 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Challengers academy age @ 7.30pm  

In the Village Hall 

Step & Step Dance @ 6.15 - 8.30pm 

 

Saturday 
In the Village Hall 

Indoor Bowling - 7.00pm 

(New season commences Saturday 3rd October 

In the Old School 
Art Group 10am to 12 noon 

The next issue of „Muir Matters‟ will be on sale 

from Early December 2009.  

 

Any articles for inclusion must be submitted by our 

deadline of Friday November 27th 2009 

1st Muir of Ord Brownies 
Ages 7 - 10 

Meet Wednesdays 6.45 - 8.00pm  

Tarradale School  

Contact Frances MacGruer  

01463 870093 

Muir of Ord Scout Group 
Wednesdays in the Village Hall 

 

Scouts (10 - 14 years)  8pm to 9.30pm 

Alf McGregor 01349 862287 

Cubs (8 - 10 years) 6.30pm to 7.45pm 

Gordon Simpson 01463 782043 

Beavers ( 6—8 years) 5.15pm to 6.15pm 

Brenda McGregor 01349 862287 

Open Close 

 Friday 9th October 

Thursday 29th October Weds. 23 December 

2nd Muir of Ord Guides 
 

Meet in the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Wednesdays 7.15pm to 9pm 

10 to 14 year old girls 

All welcome 

For more information contact  

Janice Dunn (01463 871078) 

2nd Muir of Ord Brownies 
Ages 7 - 10½ 

 

1st Muir of Ord Rainbows 
P1 - P3 

 

Both groups meet Wednesdays 5.45 - 7.00pm 

in the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

For more information contact 

Margaret Anderson 01997 433231 
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Email: muir.communicationsgroup@virgin.net 

Write or visit us at  

 ―Muir Matters‖ 

Village Hall, Seaforth Road, 

Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA 

Telephone: 01463 870822 

The Really Really Useful Page 
Library Opening Hours 

 

Monday: 10am/12..30pm, 2/5 pm & 6/8 pm 

Thursday: 10am/12.30 pm & 6/ 8 pm      

Friday; 2.00 / 5.00pm 

 

Talking books for adults and children are       

available and a  selection of magazines can be  

read on the premises. 

Telephone/Fax 01463 870196 
 

Among the many other services supplied by 

the Library are; photocopying,  

internet access and Fax facilities. 

 

Various telephone directories are kept on site and a notice 

board in the corridor advertises local services and events. 
 

Telephone Numbers 
 

Doctor‟s Surgeries 

Strathlene, Muir of Ord 01463 870843 

Croyard Rd, Beauly  01463 782794 

Dingwall Med. Group  01349 863030 

Aird Practice, Beauly  01463 782214 

 

Chemist 

Muir of Ord Pharmacy - 01463 870806 

 

Hospitals 

Raigmore - 01463 704000 

Ross Memorial - 01349 863313 

‗NHS 24‘ - 08454 24 24 24 

 

Samaritans 

0845 7909090 

Inverness - 01463 713456 

 

Alcohol DrinkLine 

Freefone - 0800 917 8282 

 

Childline 

Freefone - 0800 1111 

 

National Drugs Helpline 

Freefone 0800 77 66 00 

 

Council Services 
 

Highland Council - 01463 702000 

*** 

Council: Refuse Collection 

01349 863381 

*** 

Dingwall Leisure Centre 

01349 864226 

*** 

M.O.O. Service Point - 01463 870201 

*** 

Dog Warden  - 01349 868440 

 

Schools 
Dingwall Academy - 01349 863071 

Mulbuie - 01349 861289 

Tarradale - 01463 870484 

*** 

Police 
Muir of Ord - 01463 870222 

Crime Stoppers - 0800 555 111 

*** 

 

Want to contact us? 

H ave you relatives and friends staying away from the Muir who 

would be interested in receiving a copy of ‗Muir Matters‘? We 

could  mail  them a copy on your behalf. To order a copy or for more 

information please contact us using the details as given above. 

Back copies of ‗Muir Matters‘ are also available on request.  

The Communications Group are looking for old photographs 

of Muir of Ord as part of our Living History Project. 

If any of  our readers are in possession of old snaps of the     

village and surrounding area we would love to hear from you. 

We promise to take great care of your photographs and   

return them to you as soon as possible. 

Please contact us using the details as shown above. 

Do you know something  

we don‟t? 
Muir Matters is constantly growing and evolving, so if 

you’re aware of any new material, information  or  

stories that you think we could include then please get in touch.  

Please write, email or give us a call.  
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The Really Really Useful Page 2 
Train Times to and from The Muir 

 

Muir of Ord to Inverness 
Monday to Saturday 

0728, 0752, 0829, 1013, 1155, 1305, 1416,  

1608, 1629, 1648, 1925, 1950, 2024 & 2305  

Sunday  

1154, 1334, 1446, 1542, 1647, 1729, 2305 

 

 

 
 

 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 
 

Monday to Saturday 

0706, 0900, 1038, 1101, 1216, 1332, 1359, 1439 

 1715, 1752, 2109 & (2330 Friday & Saturday only) 

Sunday  

1000, 1111, 1249, 1521, 1755 (to 27/09only), 2109 

 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 
 

Monday to Saturday 

0729, 0920, 1058, 1118, 1236, 1352, 1416, 1459 

1735, 1812, 2129 & (2350 Friday & Saturday only) 

Sunday  

1020, 1131, 1309, 1543, 1815 (to 27/09only), 2129 

 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 
 

Monday to Saturday 

0716, 0742, 0816, 1004, 1145, 1254, 1402, 1556,  

1619, 1639, 1913, 1941, 2015 & 2254 

Sunday 

1143, 1320 (to 27/09only), 1435, 1530, 1636, 1718, 2254 

 

From 17th May 2009 to 12th December 2009 

Bus Times to and from The Muir 
 

Muir of Ord to Inverness 
Monday to Friday 

0640, 0715, 0805, 0905, 1005, 1105, 1205, 1305, 1405, 

1505, 1605, 1705, 1805, 1917, 2017, 2217. 

Saturday  

0640, 0811, 0905, 1005, 1105, 1205, 1305, 1405, 1505, 

1605, 1705, 1810, 1917, 2017, 2217. 

Sunday  

1139, 1339, 1539, 1739, 1959. 

 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 
Monday to Friday 

0615*, 0650*, 0745, 0845, 0945, 1045, 1145, 1245, 1345,  

1445, 1600, 1700, 1800, 1900, 2100, 2320 

Saturday 

 0755, 0850, 0945, 1045, 1145, 1245, 1345, 1445,  

1600, 1705, 1800, 1900, 2100, 2320.  

Sunday 

0945, 1145, 1345, 1545 & 1830  

 

*Burnett Rd. Bus Station via Tore (Monday to Friday only) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 
Monday to Friday 

0823, 0923, 1023, 1123, 1223, 1323, 1423, 1523, 1638, 

1738, 1844, 1944, 2144 & 0004 

Saturday 

0833, 0928, 1023, 1123, 1223, 1323, 1423, 1523, 1638, 

1743, 1844, 1944, 2144 & 0004 

Sunday 

1032, 1232, 1432, 1632, & 1917 

 

Muir of Ord Square to Dingwall Tesco 
 

1019 (Mondays and Wednesdays only) 

Return 1225 (Mondays and Wednesdays only) 

 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 
All times from the Royal Hotel 

Monday to Friday 

0750, 0850, 0950, 1050, 1150, 1250, 1350, 1450, 1550, 

1650, 1750, 1905, 2005, 2205 

Saturday 

0756, 0850, 0950, 1050, 1150, 1250, 1350, 1450, 1550, 

1650, 1755, 1905, 2005 & 2205 

Sunday 

1128, 1328, 1528, 1728, & 1948 

 

 

From May 2009 

Shopmobility Highland  
Inverness, Falcon Gallery, Car Park Level 2, 

Eastgate   Centre, Inverness, IV2 3PR. Tel; 01463 

717624 or email;  invshopmo@talktalkbusiness.net  

Mon to Sat 9.30am - 5.00pm.  

Dingwall; Nicol‘s Court, Dingwall, IV15 9SW;  email  

shopmobility.dingwall@ecosse.net Tel; 01349 866040  

Mon to Fri 10.00am - 4.00pm  
This service can provide you with an escort. If you require        

assistance with your shopping, and are travelling by public     

transport chairs can be arranged to meet you on your arrival. 

DIAL-A-BUS SERVICE Operated by C & E Taxis   

Mondays and Saturdays 0700 to 0810 & 1730 to 1900 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 0700 to 0810,  

0900 to 1300 & 1600 to 1900 

Booking arrangements and for more information 

Telephone  01349 866007 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://i1.trekearth.com/photos/23065/pickering_station.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Europe/United_Kingdom/photo419895.htm&h=533&w=800&sz=105&hl=en&start=33&tbnid=U2piVZUlrpYJjM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=143&
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Muir Community Church  

 

Every Sunday @ 10.30am & 6.30pm 

Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

Local believers organise fellowship meetings.      

Everyone Welcome. 

Pastor W G McLaughlan B.A.Hons.PGCE 

Contact Church Secretary 01463 870564 

Church of Scotland 
Service times: 

1st & 3rd Sundays of the month at the                 

West Church Urray , 11.00am. 

2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays at the East Church,  

Seaforth Road, 11.00am 

Evening Services at 6.30pm in the East Church. 

Morning crèche available 

Free Church 
West Road, Muir of Ord 

Service Times :  

Sunday 12 noon and 6.30pm 

Crèche Available 

Pastoral Care Group 
In the Church of Scotland we have a pastoral care group 

that visits the house-bound, sick, elderly and others in 

need.  If anyone who presently does not receive a visit 

feels they would like one,  

Please contact Ivy on 01463-870308. 

Church Chimes 

Free Church Youth Fellowship 
 

7.45 - 9pm Fortnightly (contact Gordon 871223) 

Church of Scotland 

The Challengers Youth Club  
 

Every Friday 7.30pm - 9.15pm. 

 

For further information please contact     

 Raymond on 01997-433395  

Muir of Ord Churches 
 

In the last edition of the Muir Matters we mentioned we 

were planning a Fun Day in Muir of Ord on  

13 June.  This event was cancelled, as the Parents    

Council had organised a School Fete on Saturday 06 

June and we didn‘t wish to detract from such an          

important event.  Our offer to help was accepted, and it 

proved to be a good community day-out. 

Church of Scotland, Muir of Ord 

WANTED 

Organist /Pianist 
To play at Morning Worship on a rota basis 

Further particulars can be had from  

Frank Stephen on 01463-870065 .      

 Salary Negotiable 

Church of Scotland Youth Fellowship 
 

Every Sunday evening 7.45pm - 9.00pm 

 

 

 

 
 

 The Friday coffee morning finishes on 25th September 

until April 2010, with donations for the last day going in 

aid of MacMillan Cancer Support. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the  

Church of Scotland Hall on the 25th. 

Urray Free Church Youth Club 

 
Urray Free Church recently took 28 children from 

their youth club on a go-karting trip to Elgin. The 

night was a huge success but would not have been 

possible without the support of Muir of Ord      

Community Council and Muir of Ord Art Group for 

their generous donations toward the trip. Thanks 

also to Beauly Shinty Club and Blysthwood for the 

use of their minibuses. 

 

This was a new experience for the church and one 

which we found very rewarding. The children were 

all on their best behaviour and a credit to the youth 

club and we look forward to many more outings to 

come.  

 

Congratulations to Mikey Durdle and Leah         

Dunnigan who won the best lap times on the night. 

We look forward to welcoming you all back to 

youth club after the October holidays and we thank 

you for your patience while the church alterations 

have been carried out. 

 

(See page 19 for photographs) 
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Muir of Ord Community Council 
 

See local notices for date 
 

Tarradale School @ 7.30pm 

MacMillan Cancer Support &  

Highland Breast Care Association 

 

Grand Concert 

“A Breath O‟ the Highlands” 
 

Friday 20th November 2009 @ 7.30pm 

Dingwall Town Hall 

Tickets £7.00 
 

For more details contact Phyllis on 01463 870285 

WRI 
5th October - Visit to Aigas House 

(Meet Village Hall @ 2.00pm) 

** 

2nd November - Village Hall @ 7.30pm 

Wood Carving (Mr Thomas) 

** 

7th December - Village Hall @ 7.30pm 

Struan Honey 

** 

Contact 870462 for information 

 Dates for your Diary 

Muir of Ord Community Assoc.  
 

Tuesday 6th October 2009 

 

Community Pavilion @ 7.30pm 

All Welcome 

Over 60s 
  

The winter session of the Muir of Ord 60s Club gets 

under way on Wednesday 14th October at 7 p.m. 

in the GP Room of Tarradale Primary School.  

On this occasion the speaker will be Roger Piercy, a 

railway enthusiast with a particular interest in the 

North Line from Inverness to Wick 

and Thurso. The Club will be taken 

on a virtual journey on this line, 

with views of all the stations and 

scenery en route.  

 

On 11th November Mr Alastair Cameron is to give 

the Club an illustrated talk on the history of the 

Black Isle Show. Arrangements for the December 

meeting are not yet finalised and they will be       

discussed with all of the members on 14th October. 

Muir of Ord Scout Group 

 

Coffee Evening 
November 25th - 6.30 to 8.30pm 

Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

All welcome  

Scout Post  

December12th 2009 

 
Village Hall, Collecting 9.30am -11.0am 

10p per Card  within 30 mph signs around village. 

 (Please note that due to volume, same day delivery 

is not guaranteed) 

Muir of Ord Art Group 

Exhibition and Sale 
  

The Muir of Ord Art Group will 

hold their Annual Exhibition in the 

Old Tarradale School on Friday 

13th, Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th November.  

 

Entry is free and as well as the sale of paintings 

there will be home baking on sale and raffles. 

Fair in the Square 
  

The autumn ―Fair in the Square‖ will be held on 

Saturday 26th September in the village square 

from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. In the event of bad 

weather it will be held in the Village Hall. There 

will be a large selection of stalls organised by local 

groups selling a wide variety of goods – fruit and 

vegetables, plants, books, bric-a-brac,  home       

baking, etc. Anyone wishing to have a stall should 

contact Maureen Howie (870282).   

Did you know that if the whole population of China 

jumped up and down at the same time, the vibration 

could create a tidal wave that would engulf  

the United States..! 
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URRAY  HOUSE CORNERURRAY  HOUSE CORNER  

Wanted 
 

Urray House is currently looking for volunteers who can spare an hour or two per week to help with     

activities, entertainments, and fundraising. Residents and day care attendees enjoy and benefit from the  

involvement of the local community.  

 

 If interested please contact Tim Blackie, Manager of Urray House 01463 870516 

The Highland Council in August has submitted formal detailed planning permission for the erection 
of a two storey 32 bedded care home for the elderly on land immediately north of Urray House, 
Great North Road, Muir of Ord.   
The Council has already been granted outline planning permission. It is proposed that the site will 
be accessed from Tarradale Gardens with separate  entrance and exit roads. 
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Always wanted to learn  

the piano? 
 

Piano class for adult beginners 

Starting September in Tore Village Hall 
(keyboard hire available) 

 

 
Clunie Conochie ; 01463  870309 or 07732 355171 

Email clunie.conochie@tiscali.co.uk 

Post Office SATELLITE SERVICES at :- 
Marybank Hall (Tuesday & Thursday 10am to 1pm) 

Achterneed Hall (Tuesday & Thursday   

1.30 to 4.30pm) 

Plus Post Office :  

HOME PHONE SERVICE TO TORE 

DONELLA DONELLA DONELLA                      
Donella would like to Donella would like to Donella would like to 

welcome clients welcome clients welcome clients    
to her salon atto her salon atto her salon at   

18 Hawthorn Park, 18 Hawthorn Park, 18 Hawthorn Park, 
Muir of Ord.Muir of Ord.Muir of Ord.   

   
   
   

For an appointment For an appointment For an appointment    
Call 01463 870557 Call 01463 870557 Call 01463 870557    

   

   

   Gift Vouchers availableGift Vouchers availableGift Vouchers available   

   Evening appointments availableEvening appointments availableEvening appointments available   
   Highly skilled in all aspects of hairdressingHighly skilled in all aspects of hairdressingHighly skilled in all aspects of hairdressing   

   Retailer for MatrixRetailer for MatrixRetailer for Matrix   
   Open Monday to Saturday, flexible hours.Open Monday to Saturday, flexible hours.Open Monday to Saturday, flexible hours.   

MUIR OF ORD  

POST OFFICE 
For all your Postal Services 

*Toys * Cards* Confectionery *  

Wool* Scottish CD’s* 

Faxing & Photo Copying,  

Free to use Cashline  

 
Euros & US Dollars Travellers Cheques 

 & Currency @ 0% Commission  

 

Now available ”Pay Station” for all Top-ups and 

Bill payments including Hydro 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Telephone 01463 870250 

 

 

 

 

Rock View 

Upper Arcan 

Marybank 

Muir of Ord 

Tele: 01997 433244 

Mobile: 07759898771 

Sid MacDonald 
 

Painter & Decorator 
Torr-A-Chuilinn 

Heights of Achterneed 

Strathpeffer, IV14 9AE 

Tel/Fax: 01997 421719 

Mobile: 07801 539595 

 
 

Local to Muir of Ord, Beauly, Conon Bridge,    

Maryburgh, Dingwall & Marybank. 

 

 

Wheelchair Access Taxi 

 

For Reliable, friendly Service  

Telephone  01463 870695 
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Muir Amateur Swimming Club 
We are a small community club run by parents, helping our children to enjoy the benefits of swimming.  

All abilities welcome (children must be Age7+). 

 The bus leaves from the square on Mondays @ 7.15pm and returns 9.15pm approx. 

Parents will be required to do 1-2 duties per term. 

For an application form contact Moira on 01463 871496 

HOLIDAY BIBLE CLUB 
 

T he Church of Scotland Holiday Bible Club 

‗Razzamatazz Robots‘ took place in July, 2009 

 was attended by over 50 children each day, from P1 

to P7.  It was great to see so many enjoying       

themselves. 

Thank you to all the parents for bringing the 

children along. 

 

During the week the children enjoyed a fun filled 

programme including drama, singing, games, stories, 

quizzes, Bible memory verses and crafts. 

Every year sees a different theme and this year the 

theme was ‗robots‘. All the children took part in 

constructing robots from various items of household 

junk. Each robot was carefully planned and built 

with amazing results. 

Thank you to all who contributed in whatever way to 

help make the club a success. 

We warmly invite the children who attended, and 

those who did not, to attend our Sunday School that 

takes place from 11am to 12 noon in our Church 

Hall, Seaforth Road. If you prefer you can attend at 

the Free Church Hall, West Road from 12 noon to 

1pm. 

‘Muir Matters’ is printed on a Konica Minolta Bizhub C350, Supplied by Highland Office Equipment Ltd.  

Technology House, Harbour Road, Inverness, IV1 1UA 

Yorkshire 

Parkin 
 

Ingredients 

 

8 oz medium oatmeal 

4 oz self raising flour 

Pinch of salt 

3 oz black treacle 

6 oz golden syrup 

4 oz butter 

4 oz soft light brown sugar 

2 level tspns ground ginger 

1 large egg (beaten) 

1 tbspn milk 

 

Preheat oven to 275ºF (140ºC) or 

gas mark 1. 

Line a 8 inch square cake tin. 

 

Method 

 

Combine the oatmeal, flour and 

ginger in a large mixing bowl. 

Melt the sugar, butter, syrup and 

treacle in a saucepan over a low 

heat. Do not allow to overheat. 

Pour the melted ingredients into 

the flour with the eggs and milk, 

stir well. 

Pour into prepared baking tin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bake on the centre shelf for 1¾-2 

hours. 

Cool the parkin in the tin for 30/40 

minutes before turning out. 

 

A Y Tyke 
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FUNDRAISING TEA PARTY   

AT TARRADALE HOUSE  

11 SEPTEMBER 2009 
  

This year's fundraising tea party and raffle held at 

Tarradale House raised a total of £1340 for           

Alzheimer Scotland. Such was the generosity of    

local businesses and individuals that the many prizes 

included three luxury food and wine hampers. Given 

the quality of the prizes it would have been better to 

have sold more raffle tickets and any advice on how 

this could be achieved would be warmly welcomed. 

  

My sincere thanks go to all those who supported the 

event - my family, friends, local businesses, all of 

you who attended the tea party, purchasers of raffle 

tickets and those who were unable to come but made 

generous donations. The weather was extremely 

kind and it was delightful to see the young children 

playing on the lawn with their balloons. 

  

Like last year the money raised will go towards the 

running of Alzheimer Scotland's dementia services 

in the Highlands. These include day centres in       

Inverness, Tain, Thurso, Wick and Stornaway. A 

new post of dementia adviser has recently been     

created for the Highlands based in Inverness. In     

addition Alzheimer Scotland  operates a 24 hour   

dementia helpline, contactable on  

Freephone 0808 808 3000. 

  

Thank you all once again for your support. 

  

Judith Grant 

Tarradale House 
  

The Pictures below are of the Free Church Youth Club outing. See page 14 for more details. 

The „Heider Cup‟ 
 

We couldn‘t let this issue pass    

without a mention of Muir of Ord‘s 

success in the recent ―Heider Cup‖. 

This is the 5th year of the annual 

challenge which takes place between 

golfers from Strandhill Golf Club, 

Co. Sligo and members of Muir of 

Ord Golf Club.  

 

The Strandhill team were led by that 

well known ex-Muir of Ordian Mr 

Charlie Munro while the Muir was 

captained by Mr Alan Gitsham who 

led his team to victory. A great day 

out for everyone and we‘ve no doubt 

that no matter the score, they all   

enjoyed the resulting celebrations at 

the nineteenth…! 
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90 not 

out…!! 
 

W 
ith a complexion belying her age, Peggy 

Rogers says that one of the most frustrat-

ing things of turning 90 is the fact that 

she cannot do the cryptic crossword in the paper 

everyday.  ‗My son does it everyday, as I used to do 

and I am quite jealous as I miss doing it so much‘, 

she says. 

 

She admits to having lost her sense of smell and of 

her hearing going a bit but she likes to keep busy 

and when not out socially (she is a member of the 

WRI, scrabble group and singing group in the 

church) she knits what she calls her hospital dolls for 

sick children abroad.  ‗I have always been involved 

in charity work throughout my life so my knitting 

allows me to continue to do my bit.‘ 

 

Born in Oxfordshire, Peggy grew up in Chelsea, 

London.  She married Norman (better known as 

Rog) in 1942 and had one son,  Patrick.  They ran a 

pub in London for a number of years  before moving 

to Bodmin Moor, Cornwall.  Rog got a job 

with the police and she got a job at a local 

tourist attraction with a small ride-on 

steam railway.  ‗I originally was taken on 

to work in the canteen but I ended up being 

the guard on the train.  I used to have to sit 

on the back and when we got to a hill, I‘d 

have to get off and push!‘ laughed Peggy. 

 

Life in Cornwall was good and they     

originally planned to stay but Rog was  

diagnosed with leukaemia and the regular 

journey of 29 miles for his treatment was 

too much so they moved to Plymouth.   

 

It was while Rog was unwell that she joined an Arts 

& Crafts group and picked up the knitting she still 

does today.  Another positive thing that came out of 

that time was that when he recovered, Peggy and 

some other people who had met through the hospital 

started a fund, as the facility was very rundown.  

‗We raised £500,000 in 5 years and now Plymouth is 

a great place to go if you have leukaemia‘, says 

Peggy who is still a member of the fund. 

 

Peggy has lived in the village for 9 years and shares 

her home with her beloved longhaired cat, Jessie, 

whom she says is quite in charge of things.  ‗He sits 

on my lap most afternoons and I watch television 

and knit.  He‘s great company.‘   

 

She loved every minute of her birthday celebrations 

on August 9th which started with a request being 

played on Scottish radio at 7am, her favourite hymn 

‗How Great Thou Art‘.  At church in the village, the 

congregation stood and sang Happy Birthday to her 

and that night there was a party at her niece‘s house 

in Bishop Kinkell. 

 

Peggy was surprised and delighted to receive 53 

birthday cards and talked of the support and friend-

ship she has been shown by people locally.  When 

asked what is the key to long life is, she says that 

eating well, exercising and keeping your brain active 

is very important.  She also added that giving     

something back, even if it is only a little, is key. 

   

Mattie Mattie, wait for me 

  you‘re the only one on the street today. 

 

   I think to Beauly they have all to go, 

   making the Muir on a very sad low. 

 

   We miss the shop and all the crack,     

   the village heart is gone, we want it back 

 

    So, Mattie let us hope that someone out there     

    can sort it all out and give it some care    

                                                

                                     Minnie 

Peggy (2nd right) with members of the Scrabble Club 
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Win £10.00 in our ‗Spot the Difference Competition‘, Find and circle the 6 differences between the two pictures.  

Send in the right-hand picture with the differences circled, along with your name, age, telephone number  

and address to;‗Spot the Difference‘ Comp. ‗Muir Matters‘,  

Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA. Entries by October 27th Please 

Whilst we welcome and look forward to receiving letters and articles for publication in ‘Muir Matters’  

we reserve the right to alter or amend them as we deem necessary.  

All correspondence must be Accompanied by your name, address and telephone number.  

It‟s Win, Win with the Young‟uns Competitions 

Muir of Ord Skate Group 
 

We thought it would be nice to include a few pictures from the Muir of Ord Skate group‘s recent ―jam‖ 

held at the Skatepark in June of this year. Fortunately the weather held for them and they enjoyed a good 

turnout and it certainly looks as though they all thoroughly enjoyed their day. 
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Ordkidz Ballet 

Children from the Ordkidz Beginners Ballet Class 

(from left to right: Angel Lawrie, Summer Lawrie, 

Ruta MacKenzie, Christina Wilson, Kelsie Chalmers 

and Iona Ramage) performed their Bluebird dance 

for parents and friends at the end of last term. 

Classes have resumed and are held weekly on  

Thursdays at The Church of Scotland Hall between 

3.00 -3.45 pm.   

The remainder of this sessions dates are:  Sept 17 & 

24. Oct 1 & 8. Nov 5, 12, 19 & 26 and Dec 3 & 10. 

Classes are open to Primary 1-3 aged children and 

cost £1.50 per class.  Anyone interested in joining 

please just turn up or contact Cecilia on 01463 782 

995.  The dance this session will have a 'fire and  

water' theme so come along and have some fun. 

  

OrdKidz  are planning some October 

Holiday activities, including a 

drumming workshop, a Harry Potter day, and an  

Autumn Gold walk at Clash Wood with Countryside 

Ranger Martin Hind. Check the usual places for 

posters.  

We're still planning classes for October and Novem-

ber - do let us know if there's anything in particular 

you'd like to see happening for the youngest children 

in the village. We're currently meeting on (most) 

Monday mornings in the Living Room - thank you 

to them for the use of the space. Do come and join 

us! For more information call Lizbeth on 870865. 

Babyzone becomes Ordtotz 
The Wednesday morning baby and toddler group in 

the village hall has changed its name from Babyzone 

to Ordtotz.  It was felt that the new name is more  

appropriate as it  'sits' more comfortably under the 

Ordkidz 'umbrella' which is responsible for the 

group.  Ordtotz runs from 9.30 am until 11.15 am - 

lots of toys, activities, snack, tea/coffee for carers - 

all for £1.50 per family.  We are currently liaising 

with the health visitors to arrange drop-in clinics.   

For further details about Ordtotz, please contact 

Laura on 01463 871090. 

Tarradale Eco-Garden 
The school Eco-Garden has had another big           

improvement made: good solid wide paths have 

been built, so that the garden areas are more accessi-

ble, and usable for more of the time.  

The work was carried out by the Community Service 

squad from Alness under the capable leadership of 

Willie. Scalpings for the paths were very kindly    

donated by MK Quality Plant, via parent Darren 

Ross. The group is very grateful for the firm‘s       

generosity.  

The gardening group is  delighted with the new-look 

garden - and their socks are drier too! 

Many thanks also to the Community Council for 

their recent donation of £200. The group are still   

deciding how to spend it - watch this space for news. 

Nice one Tina…! 
Most of Muir of Ord has already heard, but just in case you‘ve spent the last few 

weeks in Outer Mongolia or Peru (note from ed:…welcome back Terry..!) we‘re 

delighted to be able to say that Tina Swanson has been appointed as our new    

librarian. Many of you will already know Tina as she has already spent quite 

some time working in our library and is well acquainted with many of the users. 

We are delighted to see this appointment confirmed and we know that Tina will 

do a great job for us. Congratulations Tina and welcome to Muir of Ord. 
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MULBUIE HIGHLIGHTS MULBUIE HIGHLIGHTS   
A BIG WELCOME to 

our new principle teacher, 

Miss Hunter. 
She teaches the primary 

1/2/3 class at Mulbuie. 

  

Two pupils in Primary 6 

asked Miss Hunter some 

questions when she began 

her role at Mulbuie Primary School: 

 

 What is it like working in Mulbuie?        

          Fantastic 

 What is your favourite part in the day? 

    First thing in the morning so I can get up           

early and get things done.  

 Is it a big responsibility being the principal 

teacher?  

I enjoy being a principal teacher and I like 

having the link with the Nursery and working 

with all the other teachers and staff in the 

school. Mostly I love working with all the 

lovely pupils of Mulbuie Primary School. 

        What is your favourite colour?  

          Blue 

        Do you have any brothers or sisters? 

     0 brothers; 2 sisters. 

 

Miss Hunter is a kind and caring person and a very nice 

teacher.  All the pupils at Mulbuie Primary School are 

glad she is one of the teachers at our school  

and we all hope she will stay. By Sarah & Rebekka 

 
In Mulbuie Primary school there are 5 new P1 boys. 

We all welcome them and hope they have a lovely time at 

Mulbuie! 

A great big hello to: 

     Owen, Lee, Finley, Steven and Farquhar 
All the Mulbuie children and staff will ensure that the   

little ones are made to feel welcome and not afraid to be 

in the big school.   

Our main aim is to help the new primary one children   

become confident individuals, responsible citizens,    

effective contributors and successful learners 

 By Alice and Kirsty   

Mulbuie Primary Schools Website  

 
P.6.7. pupils are creating a website about the school. 

 Firstly we planned what we wanted on the website.       

We went into pairs and we each designed what we 

wanted on our website.  

On 8th September, Ryan M, Cameron F and Callum 

went to Inverness College. They were all paired up with 

a    student and got to work on the website. 

Every week a new pair will go to the college.  

By  Kiera B. Ryan M.  

 
 

A BIG HELLO AND WELCOME 

TO THE SPECIALIST TEACHERS JOINING   

MULBUIE PRIMARY SCHOOL THIS YEAR! 
 

The specialist teachers in the school are: 

Mrs Tonkin – Art teacher, Mr Thomson – Kodaly 

Mr Simpson – Guitar, Mr Evans – Oboe & Saxophone 

Mrs Junor – P.E. teacher 

The new P.1 girls in School 

 

Amy, Leah & Rachel 

The P1 pupils all have a buddy from the P 6/7 class to 

help them settle into school life. 

 

What they think about the school so far: 

Amy: “I like my buddy. I also like my teacher”. 

Leah: “I like the swings and my friends”.      

     Rachel: “I like golden time. I also like my home-

work”. 

By Anna and Emma 

‘The class of P1/2/3’ 
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Muir of Ord Scout Group 

21st Century Scouting for 

Boys and Girls 

 

T he Group continues to grow, the Beaver Section 

(6-8yrs) now has a waiting list for boys and girls, 

the Cubs and Scouts are not far behind?  

However despite a team of Leaders we have lost Mel 

McGuiness from the Cubs (Good luck to her in her 

new job) and need a ―Female‖ age 18yrs + to fill her 

place. So if you have an hour and a quarter to spare 

on a Wednesday night, and want to, whilst having 

fun, help today‘s‘ youngsters , why not contact the 

Group Scout Leader on 01349 862287. 

 

We successfully raise money for the Bududa          

Orphanage in Uganda which we support through our 

Scouting contact in Mbale, Having purchased a Play 

Parachute for them, we faced the problem of   trans-

port costs outweighing all others! Luckily we heard 

that Scouts from Hampshire were visiting Bududa as 

part of an international expedition and kindly         

delivered it safely. We of course cannot solve the 

problems of East Africa, but can try and provide a 

little fun for these children. 

 

Our next project is to raise money for them to create 

their own orphanage chicken farm.  

 This  is our logo for this year, as it 

takes this amount to purchase and feed a 

hen for a year, hopefully providing food 

and possibly a market income for the         

orphanage from any surplus. 

This month the Red Cross will be bringing their 

Emergency Vehicle to Scouts as a thank you for the 

Muir Scouts collecting for them at Morrisons Alness  

on Red Cross Day, One good turn deserves another.  

 

The Scouts spent four adventurous days at         

Badaguish, cycling, hill walking, sailing and kayak-

ing, and an overnight cycle sleep-over is due shortly, 

along with camping in the spring. Our outdoor      

programme puts the OUT in ScOUTing 

 £10 for a              

Scout Post December12th 2009 
Village Hall, Collecting 9.30am -11.0am 

10p per Card  within 30 mph signs around village. 

 (Please note that due to volume,same day delivery is not guaranteed) 

Muir of Ord Scout Group 

 

Coffee Evening 

 

November 25th - 6.30 to 8.30pm 

Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

All welcome  


