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Editorial Comment M 
uir Matters hit the streets of Muir of Ord on Tuesday 5th April 

2005. Many thoughts ran through the minds of the             

Communications Group such as “we must have been mad” to 

take on such an onerous venture, will we ever get it printed, will we   

complete the door to door deliveries in the allotted time and last but not 

least how will the paper be received by our readers? 

Our story started with the formation of the group followed by the search 

for premises and most importantly getting the funding in place. Next we 

had to look at the diverse talents available to us so that we could allocate 

tasks to each member of the team.  

The store-room at the end of the village hall was made available for our 

use but before we could move in a „cleaning party‟ had to be assembled. 

Years of accumulated rubbish, cobwebs and dirt had first to be removed.     

Windows had to be secured, new locks fitted and many more tasks    com-

pleted. We mopped, dusted, painted and polished and eventually moved 

in our begged, borrowed and purchased office and computer equipment. 

At long last we were ready to go! 

On Friday 1st April  (no jokes please) we finally had the paper ready to  

print and the hall ready for what was to turn out to be a very successful 

and well received „Launch Party‟. 

Monday dawned and we faced the prospect of printing and delivering 

1000 copies of the Newsletter. One of the printers sped though the task 

like a knife through butter whilst the colour printer wouldn‟t appreciate 

the need for haste! Everyone who helped with the deliveries now has an 

appreciation of the difficult job our „Posties‟ undertake! We were soon to 

discover that once the letterbox or in some instances the door had been 

located (not always easy) the next task was to post the newsletter without 

leaving a few severed fingers behind! 

As a result of the feedback we received following the distribution of Issue 

1 you will see that we have extended this Issue by two pages. The „Really 

Really Useful‟ page was really really popular so now covers two pages! 

The other extra page being devoted to covering your letters. 

Finally we would like to say that we derive much pleasure from bringing 

this Newsletter to the Muir and hope that you our readers get as much  

enjoyment and information out of it as we do. 

Well done Muir of Ord!! 
After publication of our first 

issue, we were encouraged and 

delighted with the positive 

feedback and comments we 

received, some from as far 

afield as Australia. It was 

widely accepted that the Muir 

needed a vehicle by which its 

residents could express their 

views and at the same time be 

kept abreast of the happenings 

in the village and surrounding 

area. At last we have the      

opportunity to put forward our 

ideas and air our grievances. 

One of which seems to be that, 

now   our   dog   owners    have  

responded magnificently to our 

appeal for a little more care 

when exercising their dogs, 

they find themselves in the   

position of having nowhere to 

dispose of the offending plastic 

bags.!! 

So…..nothing ventured etc. 

“Muir Matters” contacted 

Hi ghlan d  C ounc i l  a nd          

explained their problem. We 

are delighted to report that after 

listening carefully the Council 

have responded by agreeing to 

supply the appropriate bins 

which should be in place “in 

the near future”. 

Well done Highland Council!! 

„Muir Matters‟ 

is supported by 

Highland Regional Council & 

Highland Wellbeing Alliance 
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A s this year is the 60th anniversary of the end of World War 2, we would like to acknowledge the  

efforts and sacrifices made by so many people during these years, and to pay our respects to the 

men and women who lost their lives during this conflict. Although Muir of Ord was distant from the 

many targets in this country, war was never far away. The following article is an extract from “The Life 

and Times of the Bogan” and is reproduced by kind permission of John Urquhart. 

“I remember skating one day with some friends on the loch 

behind the Tarradale Hotel.  It was a lovely frosty day not a 

cloud in the sky.  We were watching a plane fly overhead 

when all of a sudden parachutes started to fall from it,    

somebody shouted “it's the Germans" We scattered, we never 

bothered to take our skates off, we ran. One of the            

parachutists came down on the loch, one was hanging from 

the telegraph wires outside the "Ord Arms Hotel" on the other 

side of the village,  the  others  landed  in  and  around  the  

village. They were  British  airmen. Many  years  later  we  were  to  discover  it  was  the  Wellington 

bomber that crashed into Loch Ness. I never forgot that incident and often wondered what happened to 

the lads who baled out over our village that lovely winters day. In 1989 two men arrived in the village 

enquiring if any one remembered seeing the airmen who landed by parachute more than fifty years ago. 

They wanted to talk to any locals who were there at the time. One of the men was the rear gunner, he was 

trying to find the garden he landed on. What he could remember, it was in front of a big house and a lady 

came out and offered him a cup of tea. It was nice to sit down and have a chat with one of the men who 

gave us the fright of our lives all those years ago. At the time of speaking to the two men, there was only 

two of the original crew still alive, the youngest member of the crew being killed on the day they baled 

out. The  plane  was  removed  from  Loch  Ness  in (1985) and  is  now almost restored to  its  original  

condition and is on display in  the Brooklands Museum, Surrey, England. 

Life in the village went on much as it always did, people tried to forget about the war and went about 

their business as usual, being so far away from the main centres of population one felt isolated from the 

horrors of war, it was only when someone from the village was killed or reported missing did it really 

bring it home that there was a war going on” 

Foreword by Martha Chisholm 

Salvaging the  

Wellington 

Loch Ness 1985 

Who‟s that falling out of the sky? 

Carrie Mackay our Logo Competition Winner 

C ongratulations to Carrie Mackay, aged 13 from Muir of Ord who was the winner 

of our Logo Competition. 

Carrie attends Dingwall Academy where her favourite subjects are music, art, PE and 

home economics. Away from school she enjoys playing the  piano, reading, swimming 

and chilling out with her friends. Carrie‟s most memorable holiday was last year whilst 

in Portugal with her family, she swam with a pod of Dolphins. 

Although not a football fan she was delighted to have won and to have the chance to 

share the day with her football crazy uncle and cousins.  

Carey‟s winning logo will feature in future  editions starting with  Issue 3 which is due 

out in September. 

„Muir Matters‟ would like to thank Cllr. Angela MacLean (Conon & Maryburgh) for 

judging the competition and Ross County FC for donating the prize, which includes a 

corporate box for four, hospitality, match programme and much, much more. 
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We are now nearing the end of our fourth year and it is safe to say the Group is in good heart.   Since the 

group had its first meeting in September 2001 with seventeen folk it has gradually increased in attendance 

until we now have regular attendances of fifty, occasionally reaching a gathering of sixty people.   A     

terrific turn-out for any group given that we are all in excess of 60 years and some hardy enthusiasts well 

in excess. 

By the time “Muir Matters” goes to press‟ we will have had 44 meetings with topics ranging from    

Farming to Forestry; Health to Highland Holidays; Scottish Water to Shostakovitch; Highland              

Development to Highland Wildlife.   We have been given talks on Bangladesh and Iceland and we have 

been entertained by members of our own talented Writers‟ Group and wonderful musicians who have 

kindly visited us. 

Our group also has an annual outing or “Day Oot” and we have been up the Cairngorm Railway; round 

the Castle of Mey in Caithness; down to Scone Castle in Perth and we are going to the Highland Folk 

Museum in Speyside in June. 

Our new session will start in October‟05 look out for the publicity. 

For a bit of fun and fellowship, enlightenment and entertainment and you‟re over 60….come and join us! 

J.T. 

Over 60‟s Club update 

T he photograph featured below came to our    

attention this week and we couldn‟t resist   

passing on the story. The chap in the picture is 

Stephen Gair, son of Rosemary and Dick Gair, who 

live in the Muir. Some of you may  remember him 

from the local butchers shop. Sixteen years ago he 

moved to Bermuda to live and work (We‟re not  

jealous at all.. Ed.).  When he heard that a  division 

of Highland Construction Services Ltd (Muir of 

Ord) had  been  responsible for the building of a 

bridge parapet in Bermuda (pictured below) he duly  

took  himself off to find it and send the pictures back 

home! 

Clever folk in that Highland Construction…but not 

as clever as Stephen, living in the sunshine…!!! 

A Bridge too far…..Not for The Muir What‟s on in The Muir 

Monday 

Bodybalance in the Village Hall @10am 

Mother & Toddler Afternoon, Free Church Hall 

Scrabble in the Church Hall, Seaforth Road  

@ 2pm. (Please note change of venue) 

Swimming Club (Age 8+) Contact 01463 870332 

Tuesday 

Keep-fit Aerobics, Village Hall @ 10am 

Mother & Toddler Morning, Free Church Hall 

Art Group, Old School Building @ 7pm 

Bowling Club, Coaching available for beginners 

Bowling Green @ 7.15pm 

Wednesday 

Lunch Club, Village Hall, 12noon  

Contact number 01463 870065 

Walking Group, meet in the square @ 2pm. 

Brownies, Scouts, Beavers, Cubs & Scouts 

Thursday 

Egyptian Belly Dancing, Village Hall & 10am 

Friday 

Aerobics, Village Hall @ 10am 

Challengers for academy age, Church Hall 

Seaforth Road @ 7.30pm 

Saturday 

Art Group, Old School Building 10am to 12.00 

„Muir Matters‟ Communication Group would like 

to thank Murray Thomson (ex Muir of Ord now 

Bristol) for his very welcome and generous     

donation of a substantial amount of  printing    

paper. 
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Ode to the Bridge 
I‟m terminally ill with rust and feeling old, 

two million to put me right I‟m told. 

With traffic lights for over two years, 

all this neglect brings me to tears. 

So next time you sit at the lights and fume, 

remember, they may have signed my doom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
With all this new housing my load will grow 

as over my head they to and fro. 

Please make a fuss as this is no fun, 

get me fixed and you‟ll have a clear run. 

Then I‟ll serve you for many more years, 

and all the traffic will give three cheers!!! 

Minnie 

The Harpers Cairn 
Here at “Muir Matters” we thought that many 

residents new to the area may be wondering 

about the cairn standing in the square. There are 

several versions of the story but the following 

tale is probably the most widely known. 

The story goes back to around the 17th century 

when Ian Dubh a Ghiuthais known as Black John 

of the Fir, an ancestor of the MacKenzies of Ord, 

is said to have taken umbrage at the Laird of  

Tarradale and resolved to do him an injury. He 

proceeded at midnight with a band of gillies to 

Tarradale and stole their millstones. 

Making off with their spoil, 

they overtook a wandering 

harper near where the          

Tarradale Hotel now stands 

and, lest he should give away 

any information about what he 

had seen, they cruelly         

murdered him on the spot. 

It is said they buried him in a 

field nearby with his harp lying at his feet. A 

cairn was erected to the memory of the harper 

around the area of the Tarradale Hotel but has 

long since gone. This gave rise to the name Carn 

a‟ Chlarsair (The Harper‟s Cairn) commonly 

used around the area. 

The new Memorial Cairn, which is a replica of 

the village War Memorial, was put in place in 

the square several years ago. 

MC 

S 
aturday May 21st dawned dry and clear: a 

great relief for the owners of our ten gardens. 

A great relief also for our band of willing 

helpers, the ladies who baked and the generous folk 

who gave donations of every kind. Because of these 

stalwart caring people, days like this are possible 

The day started fair and sunny. Visitors came from 

near and far and were amazed at the variety of plants 

that grow in our gardens. They also  enjoyed a fine 

tea. Many people went out of their way to remark 

what an interesting and pleasant afternoon it was 

Quiz winners were Miss L Chalmers & Mrs C 

Tuach. 

The only expenses incurred were the hire of the       

Village Hall and quiz prizes, £645.12 was raised. 

This has been given to the Community Association 

toward further internal refurbishment of the Pavilion. 

C & W    

Muir Open Gardens 

A Favourite Recipe 

Pork Fillet with Mushrooms (Serves 6) 
1lb 8oz Pork Fillet 

2 tbsp Oil 

1 tbsp Lemon Juice 

Black Pepper 

1 Clove Garlic (optional) 

Sauce: 

8 oz Button Mushrooms 

1 Bunch of Spring Onions 

2 oz Butter 

2 tbsp Dry Sherry 

6 oz Double Cream 

Trim the fillet and cut into1inch thick slices and place in a 

shallow dish. Measure the oil, lemon juice and skinned and 

crushed garlic into a basin and season with black pepper. 

Spoon this marinade over the pork and leave for approx.30 

minutes. 

Meanwhile wipe and thinly slice the mushrooms, wash, 

trim and chop the spring onions. Melt the butter in a frying 

pan and gently fry the onion until soft but not brown. Add 

the mushrooms and fry for a few minutes. Lift the vegeta-

bles from the pan and keep hot. Drain the pork pieces and 

fry gently in the hot butter until tender, turning once. Trans-

fer into a hot serving dish and warm. Measure the sherry 

into the frying pan and heat briskly, stirring until it has re-

duced by half. Return the onions and mushrooms to the pan 

and season. Stir in the cream. Heat gently, stirring until the 

sauce is almost boiling. Remove from the heat and pour 

over the pork. Serve surrounded by boiled or fried rice.                                                

Approx cooking time 15/20 minutes. 

Susan Wilson 
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Floodzone……..The Story of Noah 

D id you know that between Monday July 4th 

and Friday July 8th this year the Church of 

Scotland are running their tenth Holiday Bible Club 

for the Primary School Children of Muir of Ord and 

surrounding district? 

It‟s held in the Church Hall, Seaforth Road every 

morning from 10.30 to 12.30 and includes games, 

quizzes, crafts, singing, sketches and this year the 

story of Noah. 

On one evening during the week children are       

encouraged to bring their parents along for an     

evening activity. The week ends with a family     

service in the Church Hall on the Sunday. 

The Children are well looked after and always     

enjoy the fun. 

For further information telephone Bernard Ewing on 

01997 433354 

Urray Free Church along with Urray & Kilchrist 

Church of Scotland, warmly invite you to join us 

at any of our services or other meetings. We seek to 

be caring fellowships devoted to the service of God 

for the benefit of our community.  

From time to time we have special services and 

Christianity Explored courses designed to allow you 

to come and learn a bit more about the Christian 

Faith as set out in the Bible and where you may ask 

questions. A Church is made up of People, not 

bricks. 

Apart from the Sunday service we hold a range of 

other meeting: Mothers and toddlers, Bible studies, 

Youth club, Guild and Campaigners. There is a 

crèche available at each morning service. 

Contact Information 

Colin Macleod 

Free Church Manse, 

Corrie Road. Muir of Ord 

IV6 7TL 

Tele: 01463 871223  

colin@corry1.fslife.co.uk 

or 

Alastair Gordon 

The Manse 

Corrie Road, Muir of Ord 

IV6 7TL 

Tele: 01463 870259 

jagordon_mui@tiscali.co.uk 

Message from the Muir Ministers 

June 11th: Tarradale School Fete 

June 30th: School Holidays Commence 

 

July 4th-8th: Holiday Bible Club 10.30 to 12.30 

Church Hall, Seaforth Road. 

July 4th - September 24th: Local Art Group     

Exhibition Glen Ord Distillery Visitor Centre. 

July 21st: Learn about Newts & Groglets, Meet 

at Lily Loch entrance 1.00pm. (See more Page 7)  

 

August 4th: Black Isle Show 

August 12th & 13th: Flash of Tartan with Float 

Parade and Dance 

August 16th: School resumes 

 

September 5th: SWRI Village Hall @ 7.30pm  

Diary Dates  

Frank & Wendy Stephen would like to thank all 

who supported and helped out at their Coffee 

Morning in aid of the Epilepsy Foundation. Over 

£500.00 was raised. Thanks also to the Scottish 

Country Dancing Class who donated £100.00 to 

Epilepsy Scotland following their end of season 

mini rally. 

Muir Church Services 

Free Church, West Road, service times: 

Sunday 12 noon and 6.30 pm, Creche available. 

 

Church Of Scotland, service times: 

1st and 3rd Sunday mornings, Urray Church 

11am 

Every other Sunday, East Church, Seaforth Road, 

11am. All evening services in East Church, 

6.30pm. Morning Creche available. 

Do the villagers of Muir of Ord really 

want 20 of these wind turbines looking 

down on us from Fairburn Estate? 

Who saw just one part of a massive    

turbine being negotiated along West 

Road and around the Distillery corner 

and didn‟t worry for the consequences to 

our lovely and as yet unspoilt scenery? 

Planning permission is now being sought 

so whatever your views on wind power 

lets hear them now.  

Time is running out!    Act Now                    
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M eeting every week the girls work  towards   

interest badges, play games and have lots of 

fun. 

All girls aged between 7 years and 10 years old are 

welcome to come along and join us. 

Anyone interested should contact Margaret Anderson 

(Brown Owl) on 01997 433231 

2nd Muir of Ord Brownies 

The Skate Board Group held a successful sponsored 

event at the Curling Pond on April 9th, and as a result 

the club resources have increased by £1000. 

In addition to the ramps borrowed from Alness  two 

ramps from Dundee were also on display.  One was a 

driveway and the other a grind box! These arrived 

along with other pieces on a 40 ft articulated 

lorry.  The work involved unscrewing ramps,         de

-nailing many pieces of wood and loading         eve-

rything onto the lorry.   All went well except that 

Gavin managed to put his foot on a nail, and two 

days later ended up in hospital with septicaemia!    

They were soon in full use as the Group members 

whizzed round, rapidly completing the 25 circuits 

promised in their sponsorship.  

The Group would like to thank the Curling Club, 

Gavin Morrison, Paul Taylor, Robbie Mackay, Marc 

Mackay Allan McDonell, Robbie Russell and Colin 

Mackay for their help and support. Thanks are also 

due to all those who took part as skaters and to our 

generous sponsors. Subject to agreement with the 

Curling Club the next skate board event will be on 

June 4th. 

Nigel Campbell  

News from the Sponsored Skate 

Youth Page 

Dear Muir Matters 

We are pleased to contribute to your Newspaper 

on behalf of the School Council. We look forward 

to having communication with you and the    

community. 

What is the School Council? The School Council 

is an organisation run by school pupils to discuss 

matters that occur around the school. Their 

classes elected the people who are members. 

There are two members representing each class 

from  Primary four to Primary seven. We conduct 

our meetings in a proper fashion. We have a       

Chairperson Natasha Clarkson from P7 and a   

secretary, Ewan MacKenzie from P6, the other 

members are Eoin Martin from P7, Brogan Ross 

P6, Mattew Rush P5, Rebecca Petrie P5/6, Lauren 

Reid P5/6, Emily Stoddart P3/4 and Fiona Ballie 

P3/4. Miss Reid often attends the meetings. 

What do we discuss during our meetings? In our 

most recent discussion we were talking about 

what we want to do to the School garden, the 

homework survey results, the painting of the    

toilets and equipment. We decided to send out a 

reminder for our „No Sweet Day‟ every    

Wednesday because some people were ignoring 

this. People were wondering why there is no 

shinty allowed in playtime at school. It was      

decided that it is too dangerous to be allowed   

during the school playtimes, without adult        

supervision. 

Future Projects 

The school garden needs tidying up and we would 

like to ask any gardeners in the community if they 

could come and help clear it up. We would also 

like to ask people if they would keep a close eye 

on the school to help us prevent as much          

vandalism as possible. 

Miss Reid updated the School Council on the   

progress of the School library, which the P.T.A is 

going to refurbish for us. It will take a large 

amount of time and money, but it will be worth it. 

Shona Buchanan (School Council) 

P7 Tarradale Primary School-News 

Summer story telling activities in  

Muir of Ord Library 

 

Wednesday 13th July @ 10.30am to 11.30am 

Pirate Pete for ages 6 to 9 years 

Tuesday 26th July @ 10.00am to 10.40am 

Colin McEwan: Stories and songs for children aged 

3 to 6 years. 

What‟s on for the Young‟uns! 

Drop In Baby Clinic and parent & toddler group    (pre

-playgroup age). 

Every other Wednesday 9.30 to 11.00 in the Village 

Hall. Phone Health Visitor (783403) for information. 

Start date after School Holidays is Wed. 24th August. 

Babyzone 

The next issue of „Muir Matters‟ will be on sale 

from Monday 5th September, priced 30p. 
Any articles for inclusion must be submitted by our  

deadline of Monday 22nd August 2005 
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 Open Close 

Tuesday  

16th August 2005 

Friday  

7th October 2005 

Monday  

24th October 2005 

Thursday  

22nd December 2005 

Monday 

9th January 2006 

Friday  

31st March  2006 

Tuesday  

18th April 2006 

Friday 

30th June 2006 

N 
o longer do scouts wear large 

brimmed hats, shorts and 

neckies tied in a knot. Nor  do 

they pose in military style, staves at the 

ready with their “Officers” holding 

small canes. Today‟s Scouts wear base-

ball caps, sweat shirts worn over the 

uniform, baggy trousers, neckies have       

woggles, and of course the girls can 

wear skirts. Yes, although Scouts have 

been co-educational for many years 

they are still called “Boy Scouts” and 

guess what? They haven‟t “DYB, 

DYB, DYB‟ed for over thirty years, neither have 

they worn big hats or short trousers! 

So what is new? And what is not? The principal 

of Scouting has not changed, we still wish to help 

young people develop their potential and become 

good citizens, we still have the Scout promise and 

we still have FUN. 

In the Muir we have an active team of leaders but 

of course could always do with more! At present 

we need help with the Beavers, as we prefer a 

small adult-child ratio in this section. The only 

criteria is over 18 years and under 100 years old, 

to enjoy having fun. Please bring along your own 

earplugs!!! 

We feel sure there are people in the community 

who could spare an hour on just one night a week. 

Many criticise the youth of today but do nothing, 

do just a little something and then you have the 

right to criticise. 

We are lucky in our rural situation as we have 

plenty of opportunities to get out and about. So 

far this year we have camped in freezing          

conditions and cleared litter from the area around 

the    Distillery. The Group has also raised money 

for the  Puffin  Pool by having an “Ice Cream         

Bonanza Night” in March and holding a        

sponsored “Pyjama Walk” over the Kessock 

Bridge bringing in money for scouting. 

Kite flying from the top of a high hill,             

backpacking, camping, wild games in the forest, 

and summer camp are all in the pipeline before 

the end of this term. 

So that is what has not changed in Scouting     

today: Fun, learning and thinking of others. 

For further details of times, dates and venue 

please contact; 

Mrs B McGregor 01463 870810 

Scouting in the Muir 

T 
arradale Primary School is a Health          

Promoting School and the S.N.A.G. Group 

meets about twice a term to discuss and   

promote healthy eating, lifestyle and choices. 

The group consists of nine people who are Mrs 

Smith, a member of staff, the School Nurse, The 

Head Canteen Lady, two Parents and four Pupil 

Representatives who collect ideas from their classes 

to take along to meetings to discuss. 

So far the group have promoted the healthy tuck 

shop, and healthier canteen and milk bar menus to 

encourage pupils to eat healthier.   The group also 

introduced a  „No Sweet Day‟ to reduce the intake 

of unhealthy food such as crisps, sweets and fizzy 

juice. 

Soon there will be a walk to school week (May 

23rd).   We hope as many pupils as possible will take 

part and continue with the exercise.   We have     

arranged for David Rex (a child dietician) to come 

to our next meeting and he is going to help us with 

our healthy eating projects especially  healthy  

lunchboxes.     We hope to put on a display of excit-

ing and different foods which could make up 

lunches at our open evening on June 14th 

News from S.N.A.G. 

School Nutrition Action Group 

C 1950 

Newtlets, Groglets and Wrigglers! 

L earn about the kettle lochans 

around the village including the 

different newts we have living there. 

Find out what they get up to and who 

likes to eat them! 

Interested? Meet Martin Hind, from the 

Highland Council Ranger Service at Lily Loch     

entrance at 1.00pm on Thursday 21st July. 

School Calendar Session 2005/2006 
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Letters to the EditorLetters to the EditorLetters to the Editor   

I have just seen your first Publication 

of "Muir Matters" Newsletter. 

What an impressive start!  

I am sure it will cause a positive      

response from most of your residents 

who receive the letter. 

I can only hesitate to guess how much 

work all your committee has put into 

it. 

My wife's brother lives in Muir Of Ord 

and she will be hoping to obtain a  

regular copy.  

Please accept our congratulations on 

the production of " Muir Matters". 

B & M O‟Neill, Sydney, Australia. 

Could I through your „Newsletter‟ ask   

if  anything   can    be  done  about  the   

poor positioning of the litter bin next 

to the Royal Mail   post-box at the end 

of West Road. 

It‟s a constant source of irritation when 

posting a letter to have to reach over or 

round the litter bin which is much too 

close to the front of the post-box. 

The  litterbin  itself is old and          

battered and should be replaced by 

something more modern and there is 

ample space to re-site it a couple of 

metres away from the post-box. 

The surrounding area was once grassed 

over but is now bare earth that in    

winter or wet weather  becomes muddy 

and  should  therefore be either paved 

or  tarmacked. 

T Wilson, Muir of Ord 

Just to say, well done!  I enjoyed   

reading 'Muir Matters' and look       

forward to the next edition. The Really 

Really Useful Page is really really  

useful!  Thanks to everyone involved 

in putting the paper  together.   

Joan Munro, Guisachan. 

Having friends living in Muir of 

Ord, we are regular if not  frequent, 

for obvious reasons, visitors to your 

lovely area of Scotland and are kept 

informed of 'local happenings'. 

Having, to-day, received a copy of 

the first edition of the "Muir      

Matters" Newsletter we look       

forward, through the good offices of 

our friends, to receiving future    

issues on a regular basis. 

Once your web-site is up and      

running we hope, through the    

combined medium of Newsletter 

and Web-site, to be even better   

informed of the 'news and views' of 

local residents; particularly those 

concerning the Ross-shire v        

Inverness-shire saga, Robert Grant 

and his dealings with the DCMS and 

BBC as well as the 'progress' of 

your New Community Centre! 

Congratulations to all involved in 

the production of such a high      

quality, informative and entertaining 

publication. We are sure that 

you have a long, successful and  

interesting future ahead. 

M & P Stephens, Wiltshire 

IT‟S OBVIOUS! 

Of course it is!   The Muir needs a 

village Bobby. 

Recent headlines in the press of  

violence in our village, makes one 

embarrassed, ashamed and angry. 

We all know a good village      

policeman or policewoman gets to 

know their patch and the local folk 

and can often „nip trouble in the 

bud! 

Having a policeman „on the beat‟ 

in the village may also help to 

save the public purse in holding 

vandalism in check and thus save 

on costly repairs and replacement. 

There‟s nothing will stop a daft  

vandal intent on mindless damage 

than the sight of the local copper 

walking round the corner. 

When so many people in Muir of 

Ord have been working for years 

in many organisations to support 

the village and many folk,     

stimulated by “Make the Muir 

Matter” are contributing their time 

to try to help in many different 

ways it seems insensible to allow 

a minority to wreck the hard won 

progress. 

It‟s not that long ago that the Muir 

had an excellent village „Bobby‟.   

As well as his obvious police  

presence he took part in many  

village activities and had a 

friendly word for young and old as 

he went on his rounds. 

This is not merely a plea for the 

“heavy hand of the law” but rather 

an appeal to have a police officer 

on the streets of Muir of Ord   

contributing to village life and 

help this ever growing community 

progress. 

Concerned Muir Resident 
It was good to find that a web site is 

being set up about the Muir. I think 

it will be good to keep up with 

what‟s happening. When do you 

expect the site to be active? 

Donnie Douglas,  

Leighton Buzzard 

Whilst we welcome and look forward to 

receiving letters and articles for           

publication in ‘Muir Matters’ we   reserve 

the right to alter or amend them as we 

deem necessary. Please send any         

correspondence along with your name, 

address and telephone number to the  

address on page 11. 

When the Muir is so desperate for 

facilities why are the Council     

hogging valuable space in the centre 

of our village? I refer to the old 

school-rooms now occupied as   

storage by the Outdoor Education. It 

is also a source of irritation when 

locals  can‟t park in the square    

because two spaces are frequently 

taken by two of their vehicles with 

another parked on the pavement   

outside their building. 

Name & Address supplied. 

Copies of ‘Muir Matters’ will be sent 

to  Highland Council Officials and  

Police Superintendent David  

O’Connor. In Issue 3 we will bring 

you their comments on any matters 

arising and relevant to them.  

Quote from Charles Lamb; “Newspapers always excite curiosity”.  
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Train Times to and from The Muir 
Muir of Ord to Inverness 

Monday to Saturday 

0754, 0936, 1017, 1408, 1627, 1724, 1848, & 1942  

Sunday 1242, 1543, 1724 &1955 

 

 

 

 
 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0714, 0853, 1039, 1052, 1241, 1743, 1747 &1800 

Sunday 1103, 1115, 1800  & 1815 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 

Monday to Saturday 

0735, 0914, 1103, 11.16, 1304, 1810 & 1827 

Sunday 1126, 1138, 1823 & 1838 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0744, 0925, 1007, 1400, 1618, 1715, 1839 &1933 

Sunday 1233, 1534, 1715 &1947 

 

12th June to 10th December 2005 

Bus Times to and from  

The Muir 
Muir of Ord to Inverness 

Monday to Friday 

6.40, 7.15 & hourly from 8.05 to17.05, 18.13, 19.17, 20.17, 

22.17, 23.45 plus 10.35 via Tore & the Retail Park 

Saturday  

6.40, 8.16 then as Mon/Fri until 17.05 but excluding 10.35 

plus 18.13, 19.17, 20.17, 22.17 & 23.45 

Sunday  

11.42, 13.42, 15.42, 17.42 & 19.42 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Friday 

Hourly from 7.45 to 15.45 then 16.00(NSch), 17.00, 18.00, 

19.30, 21.00 and 23.00 plus 12.15, 14.35  

Saturday 

Hourly from 8.45 to 15.45 then 17.00, 18.00, 19.30, 21.00  

& 23.00 

Sunday 

10.00, 12.00, 14.00, 16.00 & 18.20 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 

Monday to Friday 

 Hourly from 8.23 to 16.23 then 16.35 (No Sch), 17.40, 

18.44, & 21.44 plus 12.50 and 15.10  

Saturday 

Hourly from 9.23 to 16.23 plus 17.40, 18.44 & 21.44 

Sunday 

10.35, 12.35, 14.35, 16.35 & 18.55 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Friday 

8.50, 9.45, 10.15, 10.50, 11.50, 12.45, 13.50, 14.50, 15.50, 

16.50, 17.58, 19.05 & 22.05 

Saturday 

7.56, 9.45, 10.50, 11.50, 12.45, 13.50, 14.50, 15.50, 16.50, 

17.58, 19.01 & 22.01 

Sunday 

11.31, 13.31, 15.31, 17.31 & 19.31 

 

By Popular Demand The Really Really Useful 

Section has been extended to Two Pages 

Library Opening Hours 
Monday 

10 am  – 12..30 pm 

2 - 5 pm and 6 - 8 pm 

Thursday 

10 am - 12.30 pm 

and 

6 - 8 pm 

Friday 

2 - 5 pm 

 

Telephone/Fax 01463 870196 

 

Talking books for adults and children are available and a 

selection of magazines can be read on the premises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the many other services supplied by the Library are 

photocopying, internet access and Fax facilities. 

Various telephone directories are kept on site and a notice 

board in the corridor advertises local services and events. 

See our „Youth Page‟ & „What‟s On‟ column for further details 

of Summer Activities and „Story Telling‟ dates. 

Hidden Cost of Telephone „Help‟ Lines! 
Did you know that calls to 0870 or 0845 may be costing you 

up to 7.5p per minute (of which the company gets 2-3p)? 

To look up alternative numbers and avoid excessive charges 

go to www.Saynoto0870.com  



 

 

Issue 2 10 „Muir Matters‟ 

Shopmobility Highland 
Shopmobility is a service providing, electric scooters, powered and manual 

chairs,  that give you freedom to get about the town easily. This helps people 

who have limited mobility, long or short term, or visual/hearing impairments 

access to shops and to use other facilities in Inverness and Dingwall.  

The service can also provide you with an escort if you require any assistance 

with your shopping, and if you are travelling by public transport chairs can be 

arranged to meet you on your arrival. 

For further information please contact either;  

Falcon Gallery, Car Park Level 2, Eastgate Centre, Inverness, IV2 3PR on  

Telephone 01463 717624 or email shopmo@omn.net  or 

Nicol‟s Court, Dingwall, IV15 9SW; Telephone 01349 866040 or email 

shopmobility.dingwall@ecosse.net 

 Opening Times; Inverness Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 5.00pm.  
Dingwall; Monday to Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm 

Telephone Numbers 
Health 

Doctor‟s Surgeries 

Strathlene, Muir of Ord 01463 870843 

Croyard Rd, Beauly  01463 782794 

Dingwall Med. Group  01349 863030 

Aird Practice, Beauly  01463 782214 

Hospitals 

Raigmore - 01463 704000 

Ross Memorial - 01349 863313 

„NHS 24‟ - 08454 24 24 24 

Samaritans 

0845 7909090 

Inverness - 01463 713456 

Alcohol DrinkLine 

Freefone - 0800 917 8282 

Childline 

Freefone - 0800 1111 

National Drugs Helpline 

Freefone 0800 77 66 00 

Citizens Advice Bureau 
Dingwall Office - Visit or write to us at 4 Church 

Street, Dingwall, IV15 9SB 

Phone: 01349 864850 Fax: 01349 862898 or 

email :adviser@DingwallCAB.casonline.org.uk 

Office Hours; 10.00 to 2.00 Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Friday 

We are always looking for new volunteers. 

The Really Really Useful Page 2 

H ave you relatives and friends staying away from the Muir who would be interested in receiving a copy of „Muir Matters‟? 

We could  mail  them a copy on your behalf for a yearly subscription of: UK 1st class £3.20, and overseas rates of: 

Europe £5.25, World Zones 1 and 2 £7.50. Price includes, „Muir Matters‟,  postage & packing plus 10p handling charge.  

 Would you like to pay an annual sum of £3.20 to have your copy reserved for you and delivered by your Postie?  

For more information about the above or if you are housebound please write, telephone or just pop in and see us, we will be 

happy to discuss your requirements.  

Ross-shire Women's Aid  

We provide refuge, support and 

information to women children and 

young people who have experienced 

Domestic Abuse. To speak to some-

one confidentially please telephone 

01349 863568  Monday to Friday 

10am to 5pm (24 hour answering 

service) 

Telephone Preference Service (TPS) 

Are you are fed up with unwanted and 

unsolicited telephone calls?  

You can register free of charge for this 

service when you do not want to re-

ceive direct marketing calls. 

Call 0845 07 007 07: 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week. 

This is an automated service. 

The Handy Person Service 

This service is available to pensioners over 60 and those 

with a disability, who find it difficult or impossible to under-

take small jobs around their homes. 

Some examples of tasks undertaken are fitting and hanging 

curtains, moving furniture around the house, replacing wash-

ers, unblocking drains, cleaning gutters (single storey) and 

much more. For more information phone 01349 884774. 

Council Services 

Councillor Chisholm 

01463 871681 

david.chisholm.cllr@highland.gov.uk 

*** 

Highland Council - 01463 702000 

*** 

Council: Refuse Collection 

01349 863381 

*** 

Dingwall Leisure Centre 

01349 864226 

*** 

M.O.O. Service Point - 01463 870201 

*** 

Schools 

Dingwall Academy - 01349 863071 

Mulbuie - 01349 861289 

Tarradale - 01463 870484 

*** 

Police 

Muir of Ord - 01463 870222 

Crime Stoppers - 0800 555 111 

*** 

Post Office - 01463 870250 

*** 

„Handy Person Service‟ 

01349 884774  

*** 

Muir Matters - 01463 870822 

Pets & Animals 
Cat Protection League: 01463 225138 

Highland Reptile Rescue: 01862 842637 

RSPB: 01463 715000 

SSPCA: 01463 230206 

Do you have a useful 

telephone number that 

you could share with us? 

Please get in touch and 

we will add it to our 

Really Really Useful 

Page.  

Whilst every care is taken to 

ensure accuracy, the editors of 

„Muir Matters‟ take no          

responsibility for errors of    

articles  submitted 

mailto:adviser@DingwallCAB.casonline.org.uk
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 Well done team of nine, keep this up and you‟ll do just fine. 

With all that matters in the Muir this „News‟ paper will be secure. 

Because of the talent that lies therein how could it possibly fail to win! 

Who now can miss a train or bus, phone numbers, notices  

and diary dates all without fuss! 

You cover everything of interest and need from recipes, hobbies, 

activities, clubs and even gardens without weed! 

And with competitions for us all to do, though this taxes 

my grey cells between me and you! 

Thanks to all bringing it door to door who could ask for anything more, 

30 pence a small price to pay to let all in the Muir have their say! 

Now that „MUIR MATTERS‟ has gone to press come on all residents 

lets do our best to keep it going full of news which  

can‟t be done without our views! 

And when the web site comes to be the whole wide world  

can then look in at you and me! 

Let‟s all show them a community that‟s happy and bright 

Working together to get things just right! 

So whether your sad, happy, funny or simply “Mad Hatters” 

Put your pen to paper and show the  

“MUIR MATTERS” 

 

Congratulations and best wishes to all                                  Margot Hook 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PUBLICISE YOUR      

SERVICES IN ‘MUIR MATTERS’ NEWSLETTER? 
As from September 05 a list of Local Services and telephone numbers 

will be published Quarterly in the „Muir Matters‟ newsletter. 

There will be a £5.50 charge per issue or a discounted fee of £20.00 

per year (4 Issues) for this service. 

If you or your company would like to have your name added to this 

list to publicise your services please complete the undernoted form 

and    return it with your remuneration by 1st August 2005 to: 

Maureen Thomson, Treasurer „Muir Matters‟  

Woodside, Highfield, Muir of Ord, Ross-shire, IV6 7XN 

 

Name of Service or Company: ………………………………………….  
 

Category of Service or Product: ………………………………………... 
 

Telephone: Code & Number: …………………………………………...  

 

 E Mail Address: ……………………………………………………….. 

 

Amount enclosed ………………………...Date……………………….. 

 

Signature………………………………………………………………...                

Gardening Tips 

June: 
 Sow biennials, including   

winter pansies and polyanthus. 

 Train climbing roses. 

 Plant out cauliflowers. 

 

 

 

 

July: 
 Cut back flowered perennials 

to encourage a second flush. 
 Watch out for tomato          

disorders. 
 Plan for autumn vegetables by 

sowing now. 

August: 
 Summer prune vigorous 

shrubs and climbers. 
 Cut down spent raspberry 

canes. 
 Seed a new lawn 

Want to contact us? 

Here we are 

„Muir Matters‟ 

Village Hall 

Seaforth Road 

Muir of Ord 

IV6 7TA 

 

Telephone 01463 870822 

Email; editor@muirmatters.co.uk 

letters@muirmatters.co.uk 

Due to lack of space in this 

issue, we have been unable to 

publish an article which 

thanked everyone involved in 

the very successful 

„Hits of the Decades‟ 

Apologies to all concerned. 
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Name……………………Age…………. 

 

Address………………………………... 

 

 ………………………………………... 

  

 P/Code……………..Tel/No…………... 

 

 Signed…………………………………. 

 

 

For a chance of winning a £10.00 Book Token, fill in 

the above form and send the completed grid in a 

sealed envelope (Photocopies not accepted) to „Muir 

Matters‟ Prize Crossword No 2, Village Hall,    

Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA. 

Entries must be received by Friday 29th July 

The first correct entry drawn after the closing date 

will win the prize. Answers and winner‟s name will 

be published in our next Issue. 
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Across Down 

1) A neighbouring inlet (6 & 5) 5) Pays attention (5) 

6) Sparkling town in Italy (4) 7) Silvery white metal (3) 

8) See 1 down 9) ET left this bed linen (3) 

10) Girls name (3) 11) Poetically ablaze (5) 

12) Rowan minus the peak (3) 12) Racing venue (5) 

13) Regal anglers (11) 14) Public house (3) 

16) Did the „World‟ stop here (11) 15) A letter from Greece (3) 

22) Fury (3) 16) Offspring (5) 

23) Sounds like a cuppa on the course! (3) 17) Compete (3) 

24) Prophet (4) 18) It‟s a mistake when the model leaves fear (5) 

26) Could these be charged? (4) 19) Female Ruff (5) 

27) Decorated or embellished (11) 20) Flower from the NE (3) 

Down 21) Tested the wine (5) 

1&8 across) Eilean Dubh (5 & 4) 25) One glider (3) 

2) Exploiting (5) 

3) Still (3) 

4) Not a scotch (5) 

Congratulations to Ms Rachel Chalmers 
Balvaird, Muir of Ord, IV6 7ST who received a 

£10.00 Book token as the winner of our first  

Crossword Competition. 

Solution 

Across: 1; Murchison 4; Culture; 7; Brahan Seer 

10; Tarradale 11; Plaid 13; Fortrose 15; Rowen 

16; End 20; Beauly 21; Moniack 22; Brownies 

23; Inverness 24; Redcastle 25; Shinty 26; Scrabble 

Down: 2; Rovers 3; Willie Logan 5; One 6; Forbes 

8; Heather 9; Cairn 11; Porridge 12; Conon  

14; Robin 17; Dirk 18; Glen Ord 19; Soldiers 

20; Ben Wyvis. 

For a chance to win a copy of   

“In from the Cuithes”, value £14.99 

Edited by Howie Firth (broadcaster & lecturer)  

 

Please answer the following  question: 

In what year did the counties of Ross and    

Cromarty unite? 

Answers on a postcard to Book Competition,  

„Muir Matters‟, Village Hall, Seaforth Road, 

Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA by Friday 29th July 

The winner will be the first correct entry draw. 

Answers and winner‟s name will be published 

in our next issue. 

Printed and Published by Muir of Ord Communications Group, Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA 


