
 

2,486 Voters 
Want Answers....!! 

 
 

 

 

L 
ooking at our latest coverage and our recent letter to Mr Martin Forbes (see inside) there‘s no    

escaping the fact that the centre of Muir of Ord is a mess but what we‘d like to know is “Who is   

doing something or indeed anything about it?” 
 

We made enquiries and discovered that despite this sorry state of affairs being raised by some of our    

councillors and our community council, there hasn‘t been one single meeting held to look at how Highland 

Council or any other public agency could help tackle the rapid deterioration in the centre of the Muir. 

WHY NOT…? 

 

We know that Highland Council is in discussion with the owner in relation to issues that have arisen over 

the Wm Forbes shop. But is the Council really powerless to do more or, as we strongly suspect, are they 

content to accept the cheapest option of 

doing nothing about Muir of Ord. If 

communities such as Dingwall, Nairn, 

Beauly and others merit attention and 

funding, why don‘t we? 

 

Are our MSP‟s aware of this situa-

tion?  If not - may we ask, why not? 

 

How many politicians or Highland 

Council officials or directors have you 

spotted in Muir of Ord over the past 

twelve months? Answers on a postcard 

please……. 

 

Perhaps we should take this opportu-

nity to offer a timely reminder to our 

politicians that votes can be hard to 

come by in a disaffected community. 
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For their information and education, Muir Matters 

has decided to offer a complimentary guided tour to 

any MSP or Highland Council Director; the        

itinerary goes something like this: 

 

“You are visiting the Scottish Highlands, one of the 

most beautiful parts of the country and you have 

arrived in Muir of Ord. From which direction you 

arrive doesn‟t matter, north, south, east or west, 

what you experience is the same.  

 

Once it was a bustling and attractive Highland   

village. Not any more. The central area of the     

village is in a sorry state. The road bridge over the 

railway is so dilapidated and decaying it can only 

take  traffic from one direction at a time.             

Unfortunately, the consequences of massive house 

building only serves to intensify the problem. As you cross the bridge you see a shop, closed up, filthy with 

exposed and dangerous broken glass, complete with faded notices – it used to be such a good shop, the 

bakery renowned across the north.  

 

There‟s a hotel at the crossroads which was 

once one of the most striking buildings in the 

Muir complete with lovely gardens, now only 

a shadow of its former self. Has any business 

agency offered to assist we wonder?  

As you make your way down the main street 

there is an almost tangible air of neglect in 

some of the high buildings with paint peeling 

from what appears to be rotting windows. 

The village square is bounded on one side by 

the original  village school; a beautiful old 

building owned by Highland Council which 

was deemed unsuitable/unsafe for public use almost thirty years ago and remains in the same decaying 

condition today. Unfortunately we can‟t offer to stop for a coffee from the café- it‟s closed, all that remains 

as you peer through the grimy windows are dusty tables and chairs... 

 

Further down the street an empty house and beside it another house boarded up with an ugly breeze block 

wall jutting out across the pavement at the front complete with broken down fence and litter beside it. 

Should you choose to use the car park on the 

west side of the High Street behind the buildings 

please take care to avoid the abandoned cars and 

accompanying broken glass etc”. 
  

Inevitably one name keeps cropping up through-

out this tour, Mr Martin Forbes the owner of the 

empty shops, the café and some the property 

which is falling into disrepair.  

Mr Forbes it would appear does not care one iota 

for Muir of Ord. The residents of this village are 

upset and distressed that the owner of this family 

business which received so much support from 

this community over many, many years could 

treat them in such a cavalier fashion.  
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In an effort to stop this sad state of affairs, the letter reproduced below was sent to Mr Forbes in the hope 

that it might prompt him into letting others revive and renovate the centre of our village. His response will 

be printed in the next edition of Muir Matters.  

 

A copy of this edition of Muir Matters is being forwarded to every Highland MSP, the Chief Executive of 

Highland Council and every Director of Highland 

Council asking for details of the steps they have   

already taken or intend to take towards a better     

future for Muir of Ord.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 
 

 

 

Muir of Ord Communications Group 

‗Muir Matters‘ 

Library Building 

Old School 

Muir of Ord 

IV6 7SU 

28 February 2010 

 

Dear Mr Forbes, 

 

We are writing to you on behalf of the people of Muir of Ord, many of whom are your former faithful   

customers and friends, who still miss the services and friendship found in your shop and café. Sadly that 

was yesterday. 

 

It is some time since you have been in Muir of Ord. Your locked-up shop, now the target of vandals, is a 

sad, dirty and depressing site. The café looks extremely forlorn. The other properties which you own, both 

residential and commercial, are in a sorry state of disrepair and many of the dirt-covered windows appear 

to be in danger of falling on to the pavements below. 

 

Our hopes have been raised on many occasions when rumours have swept throughout the village, of new 

owners for your shops and properties. Your reasons for not allowing others to purchase those premises 

have been the source of much speculation and argument. 

 

We who live in the village and find it to be a very caring and friendly community, are becoming more and 

more depressed and saddened by your total lack of interest and ―couldn‘t care less‖ attitude as your proper-

ties are rapidly taking on the appearance of slum areas and ruining what was once a very pleasant village. 

 

We respectfully ask that you give serious consideration to your responsibilities to Muir of Ord and take 

steps, which you alone can take, to bring our village centre back to the vibrant place it once was. 

 
We eagerly look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

―Muir Matters‖ 
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Spotlight on Scott 
 

H 
ow many of us go through our lives wondering 

if the job we are doing is really meant for us?  

Or feel that if things had been different we 

might have taken a different path to the one we are on?  

 

Scott Polworth, the new minister at the Church of Scot-

land, went through this very process before he eventually 

arrived at his decision to enter the church. 

 

‗I was always very ambitious, very driven and initially 

trained to be a lawyer at a big firm in Glasgow,‘ says 

Scott.  ‗It was during this time that I had a very negative 

experience and realised the culture wasn‘t for me and this 

was the start of the path to where I am now.  I had to      

re-evaluate my life and my whole way of thinking.‘   

 

About a year of so later, he felt God calling him to the 

ministry.  ‗I realised that it was quite a radical change of 

direction for me but I am now sure I am doing what I was 

meant to do whereas I had not been sure before. The    

selection process you are put through to ensure you are 

really genuine about your calling is rigorous and also 

looks at your motivations for applying for a ministry   

position.‘  It left him in no doubt that the church was the 

right path for him. 

 

This ministry is his first post after 4 years of training, 

having spent 15 months probation in Kinmylies.  ‗We are 

settling in well and everyone has been very friendly.  I 

am looking forward to getting to know everyone and 

would like the church to be seen as an integral part of the 

village rather than something that stands apart. I see the 

church as a place where people can be themselves while 

learning about God and their relationship with him.‘ 

 

Growing up in Inverness Scott‘s family had no strong 

religious links and like many families they only attended 

church at Christmas. When Scott was a teenager his    

father became a Christian after attending an Alpha course 

(introduction to the Christian faith) run by the Free 

Church in Hilton.  He had a problem with alcohol and 

gambling but he turned his life around and hasn‘t drank 

or gambled since. He now works with the ‗Road to     

Recovery‘ programme, dealing with alcohol addiction, 

run by the Free Church in Inverness. 

 

Scott has ideas for how he sees the church going forward 

but primarily would love to see the congregation grow, 

too aware of the fall-off in numbers who attend church in 

recent years.  He realises it will take time to get to know 

everyone and is keen for his church to develop a good 

relationship with the local schools. 

 

Muir Matters would like to welcome Scott, wife Sharon 

and son Frasier, to Muir of Ord and also congratulate 

them on their new addition to the family. Lauren         

Polworth arrived on 15th February so if you see Scott 

looking slightly bleary-eyed over the next few months, 

you‘ll know why! 

Hazel Chisholm 

SPRING FAIR IN THE SQUARE 

 
Due to the popularity of this now annual event, 

 it has been decided to hold another one this year. 

It will take place on Saturday May the 23rd. 

 

We are hoping for a good selection of stalls and 

will include some old favourites like plants,  

baking, books etc. 

 

Any organization or individual wishing 

to take a stall at  this event, please contact 

Maureen Howie on 01463 870282 
Busy stalls at the Autumn Fair 
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Chicken, Mushroom & Asparagus Creamy Pasta Bake  
Serves 4 

Preparation time 20 minutes 

Cooking time approx. 20 

minutes 

 

Ingredients 

 
375g Rigatoni (tube shaped 

pasta) 

60g butter 

600g chicken breast fillets (diced into 1cm pieces) 

100g button mushrooms (sliced thinly) 

2 tbsp plain flour 

500 ml milk 

40g Romano Cheese (coarsely grated) 

150g cheddar (coarsely grated) 

170g asparagus (trimmed & coarsely chopped) 

¼ cup flat-leaf parsley (coarsely chopped) 
 

 

1) Preheat oven to moderately hot 200C/180C (Fan oven) 

2) Cook pasta in large uncovered saucepan of boiling 

water until tender. Drain. 

3) Meanwhile, heat a third of the butter in a large frying 

pan; cook chicken in batches until browned and cooked 

through. 

4) Heat remaining butter in same pan; cook mushrooms, 

stirring until tender. Add flour, cook stirring 1 minute, 

gradually stir in milk. Stir over a medium heat until mix-

ture boils and thickens. Stir in chicken, ½ the Romano & 

cheddar cheeses plus the asparagus. 

5) Combine chicken mixture and drained pasta in 2.5 litre 

ovenproof dish. Sprinkle with remaining cheeses. Cook 

uncovered for approx 20 minutes or until top browns 

lightly. Serve pasta bake sprinkled with parsley, and a 

mixed green salad if desired. 

 

Per serving 37.3g total fat (22.3g saturated fat) (903cal) 

75.2g carbohydrates; 64g protein, 4.8g fibre. 

 

Gill 

Melbourne, Australia. 

H 
ere at ‗Muir Matters‘ we are 

still coming to terms with 

the sad loss in December of 

our dear friend and colleague 

Muriel Mackay. 

Muriel was one of the founding 

members of our group and was an 

inspiration to us all. No job was 

too menial or too onerous, just set 

Muriel a task and sit back know-

ing that she would take care of it. 

 

Over the years Muriel was a tire-

less worker for the village and its 

residents. She served on the    

Community Association for many 

years in various capacities. (from 

passing round the collection 

bucket dressed in many weird & 

wonderful guises on gala day to 

helping with the parking on the 

Black Isle Show Day). 

 

For many years until it relocated 

from the village Muriel was a   

volunteer with the Chest, Heart & 

Stroke Club. She was also an     

active member of the ‗Church of 

Scotland Womens Guild‘. Muriel 

helped set-up the Indoor Bowling 

Club and also the Scrabble Club; 

both still active clubs in the Muir. 

Along with Ann Bell another 

member of ‗Muir Matters‘ Muriel 

regularly attended Tarradale 

School Golden Time, teaching the 

children to knit & sew.  

 

Such was Muriel‘s devotion to the 

village that in 2005 she was       

presented with  a ‗Service to the 

Community‘ Award by Highland 

Council in recognition of her 

many years working on behalf of 

the Muir. 

Amongst Muriel‘s passions was 

her love of poetry. To Muir     

Matters‘ readers her alias was 

‗Minnie‘.  

 

‗Muir Matters‘ are in discussion 

with both Tarradale and Mulbuie 

Schools in connection with a     

proposed gift or award which we 

intend to donate to them in      

memory of Muriel.  

Details will be announced later. 

See Letters on Page 9 for an  

‟Ode to Minnie‟ sent to us by one 

of her many friends. 

A Fond Farewell 

Visiting Holyrood  2006 

Muir Matters Calendar 2009 
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Accordion Tuition 
 

Nicky McMichan BA SM 
5 Burns Avenue 

Muir of Ord 
 

Can travel to students home. 

 
Tele; 07887514637 

ELEANOR FISHER 
In-Touch Therapies 

 
Ord Road, Muir of Ord 

01463 871866 & 07887 556503 
 

 
Massage : Aromatherapy : 
:  Indian Head Massage :  

Hopi Ear Candles   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Gift Vouchers Available 
www.intouchhighland.co.uk 

THERAPIES BY THE WOOD 

Reflexology - Reiki 

Susan Bennetta, IIR, MAR, RTCAP 

West Lodge, Highfield,  
Muir of Ord  (near Clashwood) 
Tel:  01463-871900 
email: 
susan.bennetta@care4free.net 

Daytime & Evening Appointments 

Also Home Visits 

Chique Boutique Hair, Beauty 
 & Tanning Salon  

 
 

‘That,so’ sun makeup 
The new revolutionary  

Automated Spray Tanning System.  

Vitesse Sunbed  

For fast, even, all over tanning which is 
safe, hygienic & self contained. 

 
Nail Bar & Hair Care 

All your beauty needs cared for  
in a pleasant & friendly atmosphere  

Opening hours 
 Tuesday to 9.30am to 5.30pm  
Saturday 10.00 am to 3.00pm 

Tele;01463 870054  for an appointment    

Tax Matters 

 
Accountancy and Tax Service 

for Small Business 

 

Tax Returns completed promptly at low cost 

01463 - 711112 

www.taxmatters-accountancy.com 

 

       NATURAL BEAUTY 
      NAILS & WAXING 

 

         Janet Smith 

 

        11 Ord Place 

        Muir of Ord 

        IV6 7TS 

 

        01463 870475 

          07745637819 

          majinty@fsmail.net 

 

 

    

                                                                                

 

 

 

N   

   NAILS & WAXING 

  ATURAL 

 BEAUTY 

ALEXANDER & MACKAY 

GARAGE SERVICES 

Over 40 years Main  

Dealer Experience 

 

 

(FORD, JAGUAR & VW  SPECIALISTS) 
ALL MAKES CATERED FOR 

 

 

Unit 18, Tomich Industrial Estate, 

Muir of Ord, Ross-shire 

Tele: 01463 871321 

 

 

QUALITY WORK AT  

AFFORDABLE PRICES 
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Culture Cuts 
Professional Ladies & Gents Hair Salon 

Styling, Cutting &Colouring. 
Gift Vouchers available. 

 

To book an appointment in our 
newly refurbished Salon  

 call us on 01463 870205  
Logan Buildings, Muir of Ord 

Having problems  
with your  

Computer? 
 

Alistair Mackay,  

Rosebank - Killearnan, Muir of Ord 

 

Home PC repairs & upgrades  

 Hardware & Software installations 

including Anti-Virus.  

For a prompt home service. 
Telephone 01463 870736 

naturatanning 
look good feel good…………. 
 
With naturasun spray tanning  

get that holiday look and feeling 
all year round. 
 
For more information or book an appointment 
Call Susan on 01463 871005 or 07732222285 
Certified naturasun operator 
Make an appointment today  

D.J. MACLENNAN & SON 
Funeral Directors 

 

Westwater, West Road, Muir of Ord 

Established 1947 

Tel: 01463 870891 & 01463 741312 

 

Hearse & Limousine– Funerals & Cremations 

Private Rest Room 

Distance no object—24 hour Service 

 

“Your local business serving a wide area with  

sensitivity and dignity” 

Golden Charter and Golden Leaves  

Funeral Plans 

 
Hearse and Limousine hire available 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Restaurant Opening Times  
Monday - Friday 
5.00pm - 8.30pm 

 
Sunday Carvery served 
12.00 noon  - 5.00pm  

 
£4.50 main course, dessert & starters £2.50 

Other bar meals available 
(Times may vary due to seasonal demand) 

 
Please ring 01463 870286 for  further details  

Or email  enquiries@ordarmshotel.co.uk 

Richard Mackay 
 

 

All Joinery Work & Property 

Maintenance Undertaken 

Reliable & Professional  

Service 

 

 

For free quotes and advice 

Telephone: 07745 485 767 

or (01463) 871043 

 

Open 7 days a week 

6am to 8pm 

For all  your grocery requirements 

 

Lottery Tickets & Scratchcards  

now on sale 

 

Full Off Licence  

(check out our prices)  

Newspaper Delivery Service 

 

Lots of great value monthly Offers 
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Letters to 
the Editor  

 
 

Ode to Minnie 

 

Minnie, dear Minnie, 

our hearts are with you, 

you did what you could 

for the people you knew. 

When others were ill 

you never thought of yourself. 

Now you are gone 

to join the stars in the sky 

God Bless You Dear Minnie. 

 

Rest in Peace 

 

C McNeil 

 

QUIZ NIGHT MUIR OF ORD 

GOLF CLUB. 
 

I would like to give a very big thank 

you to Muir of Ord Golf Club for 

the use of their Club room on Friday 

26th February for holding our 

Quiz. A big thank you to Christine 

Munro who set the questions‘ her 

husband John and Alison Mackay 

who very ably did the marking and 

scoreboard, Anne Rose our Question 

Mistress, John and Deannie kept our 

glasses full, Betty for Tea and Sand-

wiches and all who helped with  

Raffles, Tombola etc. 

We had a great night and raised £307 

for the Puffin Pool and £307 for 

Help for Heroes which is fantastic. 

A very big thank you to all the teams 

who came along. The winners were 

Cornish Connections and second was 

our very own Muir Matters. 

We cannot thank you enough for your 

support and hopefully we will have 

another Quiz. 

See you then 
 

Yours very sincerely 

Hazel Slater, Highfield Circle 

 

Dear Editor 

 

Re– The Cold Spell;  

We would like to say thank you to 

Peter who cleared our path (front and 

back) and  to big Kenny and wee 

Kenny who also cleaned our paths.  

Thank you also to Corrie and Norrie 

for managing to get our bin out after a 

3ft fall of snow from the roof, and not 

forgetting Donald who called every 

day when pavements were impassable 

for us and older people who were 

completely unable to get out which 

was a disgrace.  

 

Thank you all 

Jim & Ann, Castlehill 

M uir of Ord Rovers would like to make 

a plea to the dog owners in Muir of 

Ord.  Please, Please, Please keep your dogs 

off the pitch in the bowl.   

 

We have recently noticed an increase in dog 

fouling on the pitch which is situated at the 

back of Tarradale Gardens. The club have 

taken measures to get signs from the Dog 

Warden which will be going up very 

shortly.  For those dog owners who possibly 

think this land is not used, this pitch is      

actively used by all the teams within the 

club for training in the winter and playing 

games in the summer.  The Under 12‘s team also use this 

for training and it is no fun for the coaches who have to 

go and clear your dog‘s dirt from the pitch in case a child 

falls in this.   

 

The club has also left the full size goals down there as 

well as a small set, so anyone who wishes to kick a ball 

about can do so, as and when they please. Unfortunately 

they have to dodge the dog fouling.  The club would like 

the dog owners to please be responsible. There is a bin 

situated at the old sports centre site so please, please if 

you must walk your dog over the pitch then pick it up and 

use the bin.   

It is also an offence and comes a very heavy fine and   

although we don‘t want to, for the sake of the children we 

may have to go down this road, if this problem persists.   

Note from editor;  

This problem has been on the increase once again 

around our streets and grassed areas.  

We contacted the Dog Warden and are happy to say that 

a number of fixed penalty notices have been issued over 

the past few days. Regular patrols around the Muir are 

planned, but if you know who these owners are or if you 

know of any dog roaming around on it‟s own, then please 

report it to the Service Point and the Dog Warden will 

take the  appropriate action. 

A Plea to Dog Owners 
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The Really Really Useful Page 1 
Train Times to and from The Muir 

 

Muir of Ord to Inverness 
Monday to Saturday 

0728, 0752, 0828, 1013, 1155, 1305, 1416,  

1608, 1629, 1646, 1925, 1950, 2024 & 2305  

Sunday  

1154, 1446, 1542, 1647, 1729, 2305 

 

 

 
 

 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 
 

Monday to Saturday 

0706, 0900, 1038, 1101, 1216, 1334, 1359, 1439 

 1715, 1752, 2109 & (2330 Friday & Saturday only) 

Sunday  

1000, 1111, 1249, 1521, 1800 & 2109 

 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 
 

Monday to Saturday 

0729, 0920, 1058, 1118, 1236, 1354, 1416, 1459 

1735, 1812, 2129 & (2350 Friday & Saturday only) 

Sunday  

1020, 1131, 1309, 1543, 1820 & 2129 

 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 
 

Monday to Saturday 

0716, 0742, 0816, 1004, 1145, 1254, 1404, 1556,  

1619, 1637, 1913, 1941, 2015 & 2254 

Sunday 

1143, 1435, 1530, 1636, 1718, 2254 

 

13th December 2009 to 22nd May 2010  

Bus Times to and from The Muir 
 

Muir of Ord to Inverness  
 

Monday to Saturday 

0630, 0705, 0805, 0905, 1005, 1105, 1205, 1305, 1405, 

1505, 1605, 1705, 1805, 1917, 2017, 2217. 

 

Sunday  

1139, 1339, 1539, 1739, 1959. 

 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 
 

Monday to Saturday 

0605*, 0640*, 0745, 0845, 0945, 1045, 1145, 1245, 1345,  

1445, 1600, 1700, 1800, 1900, 2100, 2320 

 

Sunday 

0945, 1145, 1345, 1545 & 1830  

 

*Burnett Rd. Bus Station via Tore (Monday to Friday only) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 
 

Monday to Saturday 

0823, 0923, 1023, 1123, 1223, 1323, 1423, 1523, 1638, 

1738, 1844, 1944, 2144 & 0004 

 

Sunday 

1032, 1232, 1432, 1632, & 1917 

 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall Tesco 
 

1019 (Mondays, Wednesdays & Saturdays only) 

1025 (Tuesdays only) 

 

Return 1225 (Mondays, Wednesdays & Saturdays only) 

1210 (Tuesdays only) 

 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 
All times from the Royal Hotel 

 

Monday to Saturday 

0750, 0850, 0950, 1050, 1150, 1250, 1350, 1450, 1550, 

1650, 1750, 1905, 2005, 2205 

 

Sunday 

1128, 1328, 1528, 1728, & 1948 

 

From 26th October 2009 

Shopmobility Highland  
 

Inverness, Falcon Gallery, Car Park Level 2, 

Eastgate   Centre, Inverness, IV2 3PR. Tel; 01463 717624 

or email;  invshopmo@talktalkbusiness.net  

Mon to Sat 9.30am - 5.00pm.  

Dingwall; Nicol‘s Court, Dingwall, IV15 9SW;  email  

shopmobility.dingwall@ecosse.net Tel; 01349 866040  

Mon to Fri 10.00am - 4.00pm  

This service can provide you with an escort. If you require        

assistance with your shopping, and are travelling by public     

transport chairs can be arranged to meet you on  

your arrival. 

DMK DMK DMK ---   Corrie TacsiCorrie TacsiCorrie Tacsi   

Muir of OrdMuir of OrdMuir of Ord   
Telephone 01463 870695Telephone 01463 870695Telephone 01463 870695   

Man does not live by words alone, despite the fact that he 

sometimes has to eat them. 

Adlai Stevenson 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://i1.trekearth.com/photos/23065/pickering_station.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Europe/United_Kingdom/photo419895.htm&h=533&w=800&sz=105&hl=en&start=33&tbnid=U2piVZUlrpYJjM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=143&
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Community 

Association 

Round-up 

 

It‘s  nice to see the back of 

the worst of the winter 

snow (we hope..!) and get back to 

work on our projects.  

Top of our list of priorities is the 

re-surfacing of the car-park area 

around the Pavilion, as well as           

developing our plans for a new 

hall. Hopefully we can start work 

on the car park this summer. To-

wards our goal of a new facility, 

we‘ve been working with business 

and planning consultants Stuart & 

Bobbie Brownlee who‘ve been a 

great help in taking us    forward 

with our plans for a new sports 

hall. At the moment we‘re in the 

process of investigating & sourc-

ing the costs and drawings of the 

types of       facility we‘ve been 

discussing which will allow us to 

cost the whole project and create 

our business plan to present to 

funders. It‘s taken a long time and 

it is hard graft but when we con-

sider the benefits to Muir of Ord 

and the surrounding area we be-

lieve it‘s     definitely worth it.  

At our last meeting we decided 

that we would send a letter to all 

of the groups in the community 

inviting them to send a representa-

tive to our meetings.  

Strong and supportive relation-

ships between groups in Muir of 

Ord can create so many benefits 

for      everyone. The association 

has a good number of contacts and 

links to information and funding 

sources which can help not only 

the groups but the community as a 

whole. We do understand that     

people have precious free time 

nowadays between their work, 

family and even volunteering 

commitments but we only meet 

every two months and it would 

benefit all of us. Our next meeting 

is on Wednesday 14th April in the 

Pavilion at 7.30pm and we look 

forward to seeing you there.  

 

Finally, we‘d like to take this op-

portunity to thank everyone who 

contributed to the success of the     

Senior Citizens‘ Christmas Party, 

including and     especially 

Heather MacLean and Moira 

Chalmers.  Local donations of 

gifts and raffle prizes were        

extremely generous and are appre-

ciated by everyone. We are par-

ticularly grateful to each and every 

business and individual who,     

despite the current financial        

challenges, made our senior      

citizens their priority.  

 

Thank you all.  

Ordkidz  are organising their final           

activities before finally winding-

up at their Annual General Meeting in June. 

 

The group was formed in August 2007 when a 

bunch of parents got together and decided to try to 

provide a variety of stimulating activities for  

children under 5. The majority of parents in the 

group had one or more aged under 5 at this time. 

We‘ve been very busy and have successfully organ-

ised dance, drama, music and storytelling activities.  

Something different has been available almost every 

month since we started. 

 

Now why, if it‘s been so successful, are we stopping 

you wonder?  Several reasons – the core committee 

have remained the same and most now have children 

at school, which opens up a whole new world of  

activities and time-commitments. 

 

Also, there are a number of new dance and music 

groups now available for under 5‘s that were not in 

operation when we first got Ordkidz together. 

 

Ordkidz took over the running of Babyzone           

(re-named Ordtotz) in January 2008. Its future is 

however, uncertain as it requires a dedicated       

committee and will be more costly to run as a result 

of changes in the management of the village hall.  

We have invested almost £1,000 in Ordtotz and it 

would be a shame to see these resources go to waste.   

Are there are any parents out there with some time 

and energy to spare, please get in touch with either 

Laura (871090) or Jenny (871166). 

Being part of the Ordkidz committee has been a very 

positive experience.  We have all enjoyed seeing our 

ideas come to life and learned a lot in the process. 

Thank-yous: 

To all who supported us financially - Ordkidz       

received grants and funds from Highland Council, 

the Community Council, The Buzzard, Muir of Ord 

Chemist, MFR Cash for Kids and Life Scan. 

All the parents who helped out along the way – you 

know who you are!   

And finally to all the parents who took their children 

along to the activities we organised and encouraged 

us with their positive feedback. 

A final farewell and any updates on how the group is 

winding-up or being taken over will appear in the 

next issue of Muir Matters. 
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Win £20.00 with our Giant Crossword 
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

               

8     9      10   11 

   12      13      

     14          

15  16  17     18 19  20   

      21  22       

23        24       

      25 26        

27   28  29    30  31    

     32          

   33      34      

35 36    37      38  39  

               

 40        41      

Across 
 

1) Collector of moths (13) 

8) Gangsters girl (4) 

9) Flanders flower (5) 

10) South East County (4) 

12) Cleopatra killer (3) 

13) Travel over snow (3) 

14) Substantial (5) 

15) Irritate (6) 

18) Alcoholic drink (3-3) 

21) Fire remains (3) 

23) Nickname (7) 

24) Immobility (7) 

25) Squeegee (3) 

27) South American Country (6) 

30) Sponge cake (6) 

32) Subsequent (5) 

33) Garland of flowers (3) 

34) Exclamation (3) 

35) New Testament figure (4) 

37) Wading bird (5) 

38) Avoiding work (4) 

40) False (5) 

41) Product of 9 across (5) 

 

Down 

 

1) Constellation (3) 

2) European Country (6) 

3) Mark with spots (6) 

4) Old writing material (7) 

5) Parisian Palace (6) 

6) Annoying (6) 

7) Unit of weight (3) 

8) Stage musical (2,3,2 & 4) 

11) Dustin Hoffman film  

(3 & 8) 

16) ? weensy, tiny (5) 

17) Resemble (5) 

19) Girls name (5) 

20) Saltpetre (5) 

21) Supply with weapons (3) 

22) Fashionable (3) 

26) Canadian Province (7) 

28) In poor health (6) 

29) Little green men!! (6) 

30) Magical cave (6) 

31) Pacific Island (6) 

36) Flow back (3) 

39) Hit repeatedly (3) 

Please send the completed crossword (photocopies not accepted) to; 

„Muir Matters‟ Prize Crossword No 21, Library Building, Village Square, Muir of Ord, IV6 7SU 

Entries must be received by Friday 30th April 2010 please. 

Congratulations to our December (Issue 20) winners 

Crossword 
 

Mrs M Mackenzie 

Rose Street, Beauly. 

(Issue 20 solution can be obtained from 

our office) 

Spot the Difference 

 

Fraser Rush (Aged 6 years) 

Tomich, By Beauly. 
 

Well done Fraser 

Find the Reindeer (13) 
 

Kelsey Shellard 

Fairmuir Road, Muir of Ord. 

 

Well done Kelsey 
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Weekly Activities  

School Calendar Session  

2009/2010 

Monday 
In the Village Hall 

Country Dancing @ 7.30pm  

(1st Monday of month in the Church Hall) 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 
Scrabble Club meets @ 2.00pm. 

Meet in the Square 
Swimming Club, contact Helen, 01463 871428 

Jogscotland @ 7pm contact Joan 870237 or  

Ian 07724 199 880 

 

Tuesday  
In the Free Church Hall, West Road 

Noah's Ark Tots 9.30am - 11.00am  

Youth Group 7.00pm - 9.00pm (Fortnightly) 

 In the Old School  
Art Group @ 7pm - 9pm 

 

Wednesday  
In the Village Hall 

Ordtotz from 9.30 to 11.15am  

(for more details phone Laura 01463 871090)  

Lunch Club @ 12 noon (870065 for further details) 

Meet in the Square 
Jogscotland @ 1.30pm Contact Joan 870237,  

Hazel  01997 414376  or Ian  07724 199 880 

Jogsccotland @ 7pm Contact Joan or Ian 

Healthways Step-it-up Walking Group @ 2pm 

 

Thursday 
In the Village Hall 

Egyptian Dancing 10.15 - 11.30am 

Line Dancing 6.30-10.30pm 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Beginners Ballet Classes - 3.00 to 3.45pm 

(P1, P2 & P3 classes) 

 

Friday  
In the Free Church Hall, West Road 

Jam Club @ 4 to 5pm (contact Deirdre 871257) 

Friday Zone @ 6.30 to 7.30pm (contact Gordon 871223) 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Challengers academy age @ 7.30pm  

In the Village Hall 

Step & Style Dance @ 6.15 - 8.30pm 

 

Saturday 
In the Village Hall 

Indoor Bowling - 7.00pm 

In the Old School 
Art Group 10am to 12 noon 

  

1st Muir of Ord Brownies 
Ages 7 - 10 

Meet Wednesdays 6.45 - 8.00pm  

Tarradale School  

Contact Frances MacGruer  

01463 870093 

Muir of Ord Scout Group 
Wednesdays in the Village Hall 

 

Scouts (10 - 14 years)  8pm to 9.30pm 

Alf McGregor 01349 862287 

Cubs (8 - 10 years) 6.30pm to 7.45pm 

Gordon Simpson 01463 782043 

Beavers ( 6—8 years) 5.15pm to 6.15pm 

Brenda McGregor 01349 862287 

Open Close 

 Fri 26th March 2010 

Mon 12th April 2010 Fri 2nd July 2010 

Tues 17th August 2010 Fri 8th October 2010 

2nd Muir of Ord Guides 
 

Meet in the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Wednesdays 7.15pm to 9pm 

10 to 14 year old girls 

All welcome 

For more information contact  

Janice Dunn (01463 871078) 

2nd Muir of Ord Brownies 
Ages 7 - 10½ 

 

1st Muir of Ord Rainbows 
P1 - P3 

 

Both groups meet Wednesdays 5.45 - 7.00pm 

in the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

For more information contact 

Margaret Anderson 01997 433231 

I love deadlines. I love the whooshing noise they 

make as they go by. 

George Adams 
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The Really Really Useful Page 2 
Library Opening Hours 

 

Monday: 10am/12..30pm, 2/5 pm & 6/8 pm 

Thursday: 10am/12.30 pm & 6/ 8 pm      

Friday; 2.00 / 5.00pm 

 

Talking books for adults and children are       

available and a  selection of magazines can be  

read on the premises. 

Telephone/Fax 01463 870196 
 

Among the many other services supplied by 

the Library are; photocopying,  

internet access and Fax facilities. 

 

Various telephone directories are kept on site and a notice 

board in the corridor advertises local services and events. 
 

Telephone Numbers 
 

Doctor‟s Surgeries 

Strathlene, Muir of Ord 01463 870843 

Croyard Rd, Beauly  01463 782794 

Dingwall Med. Group  01349 863030 

Aird Practice, Beauly  01463 782214 

 

Chemist 

Muir of Ord Pharmacy - 01463 870806 

 

Hospitals 

Raigmore - 01463 704000 

Ross Memorial - 01349 863313 

‗NHS 24‘ - 08454 24 24 24 

 

Samaritans 

0845 7909090 

Inverness - 01463 713456 

 

Alcohol DrinkLine 

Freefone - 0800 917 8282 

 

Childline 

Freefone - 0800 1111 

 

National Drugs Helpline 

Freefone 0800 77 66 00 

 

Council Services 
 

Highland Council - 01463 702000 

*** 

Council: Refuse Collection 

01349 863381 

*** 

Dingwall Leisure Centre 

01349 864226 

*** 

M.O.O. Service Point - 01463 870201 

*** 

Dog Warden  - 01349 868440 

 

Schools 
Dingwall Academy - 01349 863071 

Mulbuie - 01349 861289 

Tarradale - 01463 870484 

*** 

Police 
Muir of Ord - 01463 870222 

Crime Stoppers - 0800 555 111 

*** 

 

Want to contact Muir Matters? 
Our details are now on Page 16 

The Communications Group are looking for old photographs 

of Muir of Ord as part of our Living History Project. 

If any of  our readers are in possession of old snaps of the     

village and surrounding area we would love to hear from you. 

We promise to take great care of your photographs and   

return them to you as soon as possible. 

Do you know something  

we don‟t? 
Muir Matters is constantly growing and evolving, so if 

you‟re aware of any new material, information  or  

stories that you think we could include then please get in touch.  

Please write, email or give us a call.  

„Muir Matters‟ is printed on a Konica Minolta Bizhub C350,  

Supplied by Highland Office Equipment Ltd.  

Technology House, Harbour Road, Inverness, IV1 1UA 

Rhymetime; Muir of Ord Library 

 

Thursday 11th March & Thursday 25th March 

11.00 - 11.20 & 12.40 - 13.00 

 

Free, Friendly & Fun (Children aged birth to 4 and parents) 

Songs, Books, Rhymes & Play 

 

Everyone welcome 

Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult. 
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Muir Community Church  
Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

 

Every Sunday @ 10.30am & 6.30pm 

Local believers organise fellowship meetings.      

Everyone Welcome. 

 

Contact Stephen Purser  

Church Secretary 01463 870564 

Church of Scotland 
 

Service times: 

1st & 3rd Sundays of the month at the                 

West Church Urray , 11.00am. 

2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays at the East Church,  

Seaforth Road, 11.00am 

Evening Services at 6.30pm in the East Church. 

Morning crèche available 

Free Church 
West Road, Muir of Ord 

 

Service Times :  

Sunday 12 noon and 6.30pm 

Crèche Available 

Pastoral Care Group 
 

In the Church of Scotland we have a pastoral care  

group that visits the house-bound, sick,  

elderly and others in need.  

 If anyone who presently does not receive a visit 

feels they would like one. 

Contact Ivy on 01463-870308. 

 

Whilst we welcome and look forward to receiving letters 

and articles for publication in „Muir Matters‟ we reserve 

the right to alter or amend them as we deem necessary. 

All correspondence must be accompanied by your name, 

address and telephone number.  

Church Chimes 

Free Church Youth Fellowship 
 

7.45 - 9pm Fortnightly (contact Gordon 871223) 

Church of Scotland 

The Challengers Youth Club  
 

Every Friday 7.30pm - 9.15pm. 

Primary 7 and S1 to S6 all welcome 

 

For further information please contact     

 Raymond on 01997-433395  

Church of Scotland  

Youth Fellowship 
 

Every Sunday evening 7.45pm - 9.00pm 

For further information please contact 

Raymond on 01997 - 433395 

 

 

 

 

 

 Every Friday morning  

Commencing   

16th April to Friday 24th September 

(except July 9th) 

              From 10.00am to 12 noon 

Church of Scotland Hall, Seaforth Road 

 

Now in its fourth year, ‗Coffee at the Kirk‘ provides a  

good opportunity to relax, meet friends and make new 

ones over a cup of tea/coffee and some home baking. 

Why not drop by and enjoy a cuppa and a chat? 

 

 There is no charge although donations can  

be given if so desired. 

 Donations go towards the work of pastoral care,  

with the bulk going to charity. 

  

 The last coffee morning in  

September will be in aid of the  

Macmillan cancer support as has 

been the practice in past years. 

Holiday Bible Club 
 

Between the 5th to 9th July 2010, a Holiday  

Bible Club for children presently in primary 1 to 7, 

will take place at the Church of Scotland Hall,  

Muir of Ord. 

 

This is an annual event and further details will  

follow in the next edition of ‗Muir Matters‘. 

 

If you require any further information at present 

please contact Carole on 01463 871039 
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Muir Amateur Swimming Club 
We are a small community club run by parents, 

helping our children to enjoy the benefits  

of swimming.  

All abilities welcome (children must be Age7+). 

 The bus leaves from the square on Mondays @ 

7.15pm and returns 9.15pm approx. 

Parents will be required to do 1-2 duties per term. 

For an application form contact  

Moira on 01463 871496 

Muir of Ord Community Council 
 

See local notices for date & venue 

Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy,  

the editors of „Muir Matters‟ take no responsibility 

 for errors in articles submitted. 

S.W.R.I. 
 

Village Hall @ 7.30pm 

5th April 

A.G.M & Line Dancing 

** 

3rd May 

Demonstration of Tray Bakes 

** 

Contact 870462 for information 

** 

 

For more details of the Summer Outing 

to Oban see bottom of this page. 

 Dates for your Diary 

Muir of Ord Community Assoc.  
 

Wednesday 14th April 2010 

 

Community Pavilion @ 7.30pm 

All Welcome 

Over 60s 
  

Wed. 10th March - School GP Room @ 7pm 

 

A talk by Mr Jason Bell of Highlands and Islands 

Fire and Rescue Service on  

Home Fire Safety issues. 

Ceilidh in the Village Hall  
 

Saturday 20th March at 7.00pm 

 

Run by the Muir Community Church in aid of the 

Elizabeth Memorial Christian Hospital in Pakistan.  

 

Admission free. All donations gratefully received. 

Light refreshments will be provided. 

Bowling Club - Whist Drives 
  

In the Pavilion @ 7.30pm 

 

Wednesday 31st March  

 

Wednesday 28th April 

(last of the season) 

 

Admission £2 (includes refreshments). 

Outdoor Bowling Season 
 

Saturday 24th April  
Opening of the Bowling season at 2 p.m. 

Fair in the Square 
 

Saturday 23rd May  

Spring Fair in the Square starting at 10 a.m.  

See separate notice on page 4. 
 

S.W.R.I. Summer outing to Oban 

 

Saturday 15th May 2010 

 

Leave Muir of Ord Square @ 8.30am 

Inclusive cost £25.00  

To reserve a seat please contact Phyllis on 

01463 870285 

Never lend books, for no one ever returns them; the 

only books I have in my library are those that other 

people have lent me. 

 

Anatole France 
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The next issue of „Muir Matters‟ will be on sale from Early June 2010.  

Any articles for inclusion must be submitted by our deadline of Friday May 14th 2010 

A 
 lovely tune greeted my recent arrival at the new 

‗Muir Matters‘ office, where the Tarradale  

Fiddlers currently rehearse.  I slipped in the door 

quietly and was treated to another melodic tune beauti-

fully played by this 14-piece ensemble who admit that 

they regularly run over their practice time. 

 

The group formed in September 2007 and have grown 

naturally since, never having to seek out new members.  

They explained that it is mostly traditional music they 

play –waltzes and marches, with the odd reel thrown in as 

well.  If someone sees or hears a tune they like they can 

bring it along for the group to try as introducing new 

pieces keeps things fresh. 

 

This practise session is considered the highlight of the 

week by Dave More, who is a shining example of the 

belief that you are never too old to learn, having only 

taken up the fiddle some three years ago aged 65 unable 

to read a note.  ‗I bought an old fiddle which Ken 

(Howie) tuned for me and I started Traditional Music 

classes in Inverness, which I still go along to.  I love it!‘ 

 

Some of the younger fiddlers attend Dingwall Academy 

while others had to be persuaded to take up their instru-

ments again after having not played for many years.  

‗What percentage of people learn an instrument and then 

lapse?‘ asked Stewart Torrie, who learned piano at a 

young age.  He later took up the fiddle as a teenager and 

was lucky enough to be taught by Angus Cameron.     

 

‗There is no pressure involved at all being a member of 

the group, it‘s just a case of turning up and having a go,‘ 

says Stewart, who along with Johnnie Black is a member 

of The Inverness Fiddlers.  ‗It‘s very much a social group 

that meets for the music and a bit of fun.  We are not 

however, looking for members at the present time.‘ 

Those who attended the Christmas Carol concert in the 

village will have enjoyed how much the group contrib-

uted to the success of the event.  They have had invites 

from the WRI and Urray House to play for them. Forth-

coming events include playing at the Village Hall in Muir 

of Ord on March 20th in aid of a hospital in Pakistan and 

The Dingwall Accordion and Fiddle Club have also asked 

them along for a session. 

 

The Tarradale Fiddlers are:  

 

Fiddle : Stewart Torrie, Johnnie Black, Ken Howie, Dave 

More, Anna Crawford (Whistle also), Donna MacKenzie, 

Lorna Campbell, Lesley Proctor, Stuart North &  

Helen MacLeod. 

Keyboard: Moira Torrie 

Button Key accordion: Sheena MacKenzie 

Mandolin: Archie MacArthur 

Guitar: Anna MacArthur 

 

Hazel Chisholm 

In Tune with the Fiddlers..! 

„Muir Matters‟  

New Contact  

Details 

 
Write or visit us at  

 

 “Muir Matters” 

 Library Building, Old School, 

Muir of Ord 

IV6 7SU 

 
Telephone: 01463 872723 
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Always wanted to learn  

the piano? 
 

Piano class for adult beginners 

Tore Village Hall 
(keyboard hire available) 

 

 
Clunie Conochie ; 01463  870309 or 07732 355171 

Email clunie.conochie@tiscali.co.uk 

Post Office SATELLITE SERVICES at :- 
Marybank Hall (Tuesday & Thursday 10am to 1pm) 

Achterneed Hall (Tuesday & Thursday   

1.30 to 4.30pm) 

Plus Post Office :  

HOME PHONE SERVICE TO TORE 

DONELLA DONELLA DONELLA                      
Donella would like to Donella would like to Donella would like to 

welcome clients welcome clients welcome clients    
to her salon atto her salon atto her salon at   

18 Hawthorn Park, 18 Hawthorn Park, 18 Hawthorn Park, 
Muir of Ord.Muir of Ord.Muir of Ord.   

   
   
   

For an appointment For an appointment For an appointment    
Call 01463 870557 Call 01463 870557 Call 01463 870557    

   

   

   Gift Vouchers availableGift Vouchers availableGift Vouchers available   

   Evening appointments availableEvening appointments availableEvening appointments available   
   Highly skilled in all aspects of hairdressingHighly skilled in all aspects of hairdressingHighly skilled in all aspects of hairdressing   

   Retailer for MatrixRetailer for MatrixRetailer for Matrix   
   Open Monday to Saturday, flexible hours.Open Monday to Saturday, flexible hours.Open Monday to Saturday, flexible hours.   

MUIR OF ORD  

POST OFFICE 
For all your Postal Services 

*Toys * Cards* Confectionery *  

Wool* Scottish CD’s* 

Faxing & Photo Copying,  

Free to use Cashline  

 
Euros & US Dollars, Travellers Cheque’s 

 & Currency @ 0% Commission  

 

Now available ”Pay Station” for all Top-ups and 

Bill payments including Hydro 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Telephone 01463 870250 

 

 

 

 

Rock View 

Upper Arcan 

Marybank 

Muir of Ord 

Tele: 01997 433244 

Mobile: 07759898771 

Sid MacDonald 
 

Painter & Decorator 
Torr-A-Chuilinn 

Heights of Achterneed 

Strathpeffer, IV14 9AE 

Tel/Fax: 01997 421719 

Mobile: 07801 539595 

DMKDMK  

Corrie Tacsi 

Muir of Ord 

 

Your friendly local taxi service operating a 24 hour  

weekend service and 12.30am through the week. 

Airport bookings and all contracts welcome. 

High visibility wheelchair access taxis. 

 

Telephone  01463 870695 
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Win with our „Name, Names Competition‟ 

The above photographs were kindly loaned to ‘Muir Matters‘ by Mrs Joan Munro; we would love to hear 

from any of our readers who can help put names to the faces.  

 

To make it more interesting we are giving as a prize the Trivia Board Game  

‗Scottish Quest‘ (Retail price £27.95) to the reader who can identify the most names 

from the two above photographs. 

 

Entries to ‗Name, Names Competition‘, ‗Muir Matters‘, Library Building, 

Village Square, Muir of Ord, IV6 7SU 

Closing date for entries Friday 30th April 2010. 

Muir of Ord Youth Club C late 70‟s early 80‟s 
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“Put  on your thermals, we‘ll sing Christmas 

Carols – whatever the weather, we‘ll 

gather together!‖ was the slogan, and blessed were 

we not, to be put to the test – well not until the next 

day! (Three weeks of snow hit that day!) 

Yes on the night of 18th December 2009, after good 

publicity, including two slots on Moray Firth radio, 

Muir Churches Together presented their first, and 

well supported Community Christmas Carol service, 

in the square. The scene was set with the recent arri-

val of a lovely illuminated Christmas tree, the first 

we believe in fifteen years; a screen with a projector 

to display words was set up; A party tent was erected 

to shelter the Band, which comprised The Tarradale 

Fiddlers led by Stuart and Moira Torrie, guitarists 

Raymond Johnson and Archie and Ann MacArthur, 

sound and visual effects John Rose. 

The evening commenced with a welcome from the 

Rev Gordon Martin (Free Church), who introduced 

the new Church of Scotland Minister The Rev Scott 

Polworth, who opened with a prayer. Gordon then 

proceeded to introduce and tell us about, many of the 

much loved Carols we sang. Halfway through the 

Carols, we were greatly lifted to hear two island 

men, Purdy Martin and Donald MacAskill sing so 

beautifully without accompaniment, Psalm eight. 

It was so nice to see so many folks turn out for this 

Community event, especially our local Councillors, 

and also see our very own parochial press Muir   

Matters taking so many photos! It was also so good, 

to see so many Children present, the lanterns on 

canes proved very popular, and soon ran out! 

At the end of the evening many crossed the road to 

the Living Room (the Christian outreach premises), 

where a band of busy ladies, both inside and outside 

provided hot mince pies (from a newly acquired 

cooker) and tea and coffee etc. 

Our sincere thanks go to those who helped, the Art 

Group who provided electricity, and to you the   

community for joining in, it would seem everyone 

had a very enjoyable evening, see you next year!? 

 

Stephen Purser 

 

♫ ♫ ♫ Carols in the Square ♫ ♫ ♫ 
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It‟s Win, Win with the Young‟uns Competitions 

Win £10.00 in our  

‗Spot the Difference Competition‘, 

Find and circle the 6 differences      

between the two pictures. 

 

Send in the right-hand picture with the 

differences circled, along with your 

name, age, telephone number and  

address to;  

‗Spot the Difference‘ Competition 

‗Muir Matters‘,  

Library Building,  

Muir of Ord, IV6 7SU.  

 

 Entries by Friday April 30th  

Bowling Club News 
 

Muir of Ord Bowling Club held its Annual General 

Meeting in January and the following Management 

committee was appointed: President Ken Howie, 

Vice President Willie Stewart, Treasurer Stewart   

Torrie, Secretary Maureen Howie, Match Secretary 

Heather Stewart, Minute Secretary John Black, Tea 

Convener Moira Torrie. Committee members Ann 

Bell, Ian Bremner, Dot Chalmers, Ken Diss, Barbara 

Gordon, Chris Robertson and Ernie Smart. Appoint-

ment of Skips would be made on the Opening Day. 

 

The new Bowling season will get under way on     

Saturday 24th April at 2 p.m. Should any reader be 

interested in trying the game of  Bowls they are     

assured of a very warm welcome to the Club. All 

that is required to get started is a pair of flat soled 

shoes. Bowls will be provided to get you started and     

coaching is freely available. Club nights 

(traditionally called ―Spoon Nights‖) are held every 

Wednesday and Saturday starting at 7 p.m. through-

out the season. 

The Winners of our December Young‟uns Competitions can be found on page 10 

Win a box of Lego  
For a chance to win a box of Lego 

tell us how many  

Black Cats you can find  

hidden in this issue of ‗Muir Matters‘ 

including the one shown on the right. 

 

Entries by 30th April please to  

‗Find the Black Cat‘ 

‗Muir Matters‘, Library Building, 

Muir of Ord, IV6 7SU 

(Please include your name, age,  

address and phone number.) 

 

Many thanks to The Sports & 

Model Shop, Dingwall who 

partly funded the Lego prize. 

Xmas Luxury Hamper 
 

Congratulations to 

Morris Dalgetty 

Who was the Lucky winner of the ‗Muir 

Matters‘ Christmas raffle. 

 

A big thank you to all who  

supported our fund raising 

raffle. 

Well at least someone is enjoying the winter...!! 

(photograph courtesy of Mr Ian Hammond) 

What the man in the street wants to read is not what he has said already but what he would like to have said  

if he had thought  of it first.                                                                                                                 Keith Waterhouse. 
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Tarradale Times 
Stash the Cash 

 

At Tarradale P School we are working with our local RBS and 

have set up a school banking service run by our pupils. This 

has allowed our students first-hand experience of managing 

money as well as a way of extending enterprise skills. 

Here are some pupil comments; 

 

‗I am a balance teller which is a very responsible job as it could 

go horribly wrong. It‘s cool!‘    Meagan P7 

 

I thought it would be fun and a good idea for the school to get 

involved in.       Amy P7 

 

‗I wanted to learn more English and be more confident to do 

things. It is good and I am learning a lot about banking too.                                                                     

David P7 

 

‗It helps younger ones save money and think about how they 

spend it.‘       Morven P7 

‗I hoped a job in the school banking would help with my 

maths, especially mental work‘.   Connor P7 

 
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‗The children have to make decisions about how and when to 

spend their Ollie tokens. My job has helped me get to know so 

many more pupils in the school. It‘s great job experience too!‘                                                                                            

Lauren P7 

P4 Scottish 

Food  

Enterprise 
 

In December 09 the P4 pupils 

embarked on a Scottish Food 

Enterprise.  Pupils selected the traditional food to be studied, 

and researched them in groups.  Each pupil was given a role 

within each group and the group director had to ensure the 

smooth running of the group!  Pupils decided which foods 

could be made at home and which ones had to be bought.  

They wrote to parents asking for their help in making some of 

the foods.  The enterprise culminated in the display of the 

foods and pupils own research on attractively decorated tables.  

Parents were invited in to sample the food and to receive infor-

mation from the pupils about each food on display. Pupils 

wrote letters, organised their groups, kept a running total of 

expenses and a balance sheet. The pupils did very well and the 

open afternoon was a success. 

 

Christmas Tabletop  

Decoration Enterprise 
 

The P4 pupils decided on a tabletop decoration loosely based 

on a Yule Log.  Pupils make a house out of clay, painted it and 

glued it to a base board.  This was then decorated with items 

of their choice, from a selection available, depending on how 

much they wished to spend.  Pupils could choose a Santa or a 

snowman, tinsel and a candle.  The resulting decorations were 

very attractive.  A spreadsheet of costings was made by the 

pupils to work out any profit. 

Dick Whittington is a special 

guest at Tarradale 
 
The pupils of Tarradale Primary watched a M&M Production 

of Dick Whittington, in the Gym Hall on Friday, 15th January. 

It was an exciting play and the children enjoyed this               

extraordinary day. The characters interacted with the pupils and 

the kids shouted back answers.  

Sarah P5 said, ―It was a very funny play,‖ and Alice P5 said, 

―It was very good that they interacted with the pupils.‖ When 

asked what she thought of the play, Laura P5 answered, ―It was 

like the best play ever.‖  

The pupils of Tarradale agreed that this was one of the best 

plays they had seen and hope that M&M Productions would be 

invited again. 

 
Connie Ritchie P5 

 

 

 
On Friday, the 15th January, after lunch, the pupils of Tarradale 

Primary went to the Gym hall to watch M&M Productions per-

forming Dick Whittington. 

It was a very exciting play from M&M Productions that every-

one enjoyed. The pupils loved how the characters interacted 

with them. Tommy, the cat, and Daisy, the cow, were very 

popular. The pupils of Tarradale thought it was funny, the best 

they had seen. It must have been a very exciting day for the 

Tarradale Primary pupils.  

Laura P5 said, ―It was the best play ever,‖ and Connie P5 said, 

―An exciting play by M&M Productions.‖ The rest of the      

pupils agreed with Laura and Connie. 

Tarradale pupils hope they will be back soon with another per-

formance.                                      

 

 Emily Sinclair P5 
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Ceilidh With A Twist 
 

On Tuesday 1st of December Tarradale       

Primary‘s P6/7 and P7 performed a ceilidh  

performance. The ceilidh consisted  

of a stage performance and a little audience contribution.  

The production was performed twice, once in the afternoon for 

the over sixties and again in the evening for parents. Primary 

6/7 and 7 put so much effort into the performance for many 

weeks and performed their hearts out.  

 

Some of the main highlights of the show were: the sudden   

appearance of the Americans, the Scottish songs and the live 

band of Mrs Boardman( on guitar ) Katie Reiss and Fiona 

Cameron ( on the fiddle ) and Lauren Murison ( on piano ).  

After the show the parents tucked into tea and shortbread while 

the performers drowned in Irn Bru. Tony Murison ( an audi-

ence member ) said ―A great show I really enjoyed it.‖  

One of the hardest challenges was for a group of girls who had 

to learn a gaelic song in two days! Another challenge was to 

pass a microphone to one another at the right time.  

The ceilidh was created for a specific reason. Homecoming 

Scotland of course! All of the performers thought it suited the 

occasion and said it was wonderful to be part of it.  

 

All of the performers had a great time as 

did the helpers behind the scene and        

although we were disappointed that it is all 

over we are already planning what we can 

do next and the role we will play.            

 

Reported by L. Murison.P7   

More from Tarradale  
 Infant Golden Time 

Every Wednesday afternoon in the infant department, all of the children in Primary 1 to 3 take part in Golden Time.  Golden 

Time is a reward for the children who have shown good behavior all week. Children can sign up for an activity with a teacher or 

sign up for free play in a chosen room.  Children can choose from a range of activities, sand, painting, drama games, baking, 

playing musical instruments just to name a few.    

Playing with the jigsaws 

Playing in the sand 

Drawing with stencils  

Snap cards 

Playing in the house corner  

Building with the stickle bricks Playing musical instruments 

Painting  

Making bird feeders  
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INDOOR  

FOOTBALL  

TOURNAMENT 
 

 

ON Thursday 28th of January the Mulbuie football team 

went to Alness for a 5 aside INDOOR FOOTBALL  

TOURNMENT. There were 6 TEAMS involved which in-

cluded Mulbuie, Edderton and Hilton. 

Each game was 10 minutes and each team had to play 5 

games. There were 3 referees available from Alness       

academy who gave up their free time 

to referee the matches, they were 

really fair and gave each individual 

player an opportunity in playing the 

advantage when it should have been a 

free kick. 

The active schools coordinator was 

really nice and helpful throughout 

the whole tournament. 

 

Overall every team that took part enjoyed it thoroughly. 

(Primary 6/7 class teacher Miss Mackay and the Mulbuie 

Football team coach Mrs Dottie Fraser accompanied us to 

this event.) 

We would like to take this op-

portunity to thank all the 

coaches, referees, staff and par-

ents for all their help. 

Mulbuie Football Team 

MUNLOCHY  

ANIMAL AID 
 

After the Christmas 

break the pupils from 

Primary 4 upwards put 

on a wonderful       

performance for   

family members called ‘Mr Humbug sees the light’. 

The primary 4-5 class teacher gave the class a home-

work assignment.  Pupils had to decide on a charity to 

support and make a presentation in support of this. 

Instead of charging family members an entrance fee 

to watch the performance it was suggested that     

parents gave a donation towards the winning charity.   

  

The children voted on the best presentation and 

‘Munlochy Animal Aid’ was the winning choice, for not 

only is it local but many of the children had adopted 

their pets from this refuge.   

Mary’s Meals 

The Backpack  

Project 
 

This term in conjunction with 

Ferintosh Primary we have decided to get involved 

with the ‘Mary’s Meals Backpack Project’. 

Hopefully all the pupils will take part in the Backpack 

Project which will help the children in Africa. 

This is a simple way of helping children from poor 

families in countries like Malawi and Liberia get to 

school.  

Very often these families cannot afford to buy basic 

things like pencils and notebooks, or even suitable 

clothes for their children to wear to school.  The 

backpack project provides basic school items enabling 

children to attend school and learn.  Similar to the 

‘shoebox appeal’ we will be trying to fill backpacks/ 

school bags with: pencils, pens, crayons, soap, 

toothbrush, spoon etc.  Further information on this 

will be issued to all families.   

By taking part in this project not only are the pupils 

in Mulbuie Primary learning all about Africa, it is a 

great way to recycle, as second hand items are good!  

It is a way forward for Mulbuie Primary School to 

gain their third eco flag as this is a way of partici-

pating in an eco-school initiative as well as an enter-

prise and citizenship project. 

Should you wish to help the school with this project 

or require further information then please get in 

touch.   

MULBIUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

& 

NURSERY 

PERSONALISED S.N.A.G.  

SHOPPING BAGS 

 

STILL AVAILBLE TO   

PURCHASE FROM SCHOOL FOR 

£5.00 

 

(ALL FUNDS RAISED WILL GO  

TOWARDS MULBUIE PRIMARY SCHOOL FAIR-

TRADE ENTERPISE) 

MULBUIE HIGHLIGHTS MULBUIE HIGHLIGHTS   
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Whole School Study  

of Africa 
 

As part of our development of engaging with a Curriculum for 

Excellence the whole school including the nursery are focus-

sing on a whole school study of AFRICA.   

The Nursery are enjoy-

ing the story called 

―Handas Surprise‖, an 

African story about a 

young African girl who 

carries a    basket of fruit 

on her head and has a 

wonderful adventure in 

the safari, meeting all the 

different animals.  The 

children then have the 

opportunity to discuss all 

the different colours, 

shapes, animals and fruit 

that are included in the 

story.  

P1/2/3 class are going on 

an African Safari and are 

meeting lots of different 

animals on the way.  So 

far the children have 

been busy writing reports and updating their scrapbooks about 

their adventures.  

 P4/5 class have turned their classroom into an airport and 

they are looking at the different places and locations that they 

can travel to in Africa. Their class teacher has distributed a 

passport to all the children and a boarding pass and once they 

have reached their destination in Africa they each have to fill 

in a general information sheet about the country of arrival. 

They have also selected a mission to explore in Africa for 

some it is water, education, geography, a range of different 

missions to explore.  

The P6/7 class have been looking at Kente cloths and African 

Masks, and they are also working on personal projects about 

Nelson Mandela. 

A Kente cloth is African clothing which many Africans wear, 

each cloth has a meaning and a name. People wear different 

Kente cloth to describe their feelings and their mood. Kente 

cloth is only made by men and is also very colourful.  The 

Kente cloth is made in different strips and then sewn together. 

 

African masks are made out of wood and are usually carved 

into characters and just like the Kente cloth, each mask is dif-

ferent and has its own identity and meaning. Some African 

masks are made in the shape of animals. Some masks have 

stories of the past. African masks are usually worn at ceremo-

nies but not only ceremonies sometimes at WAR.          

 

 By Ryan Murray 
 

More from Mulbuie 


