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M uch has been achieved since 

„Muir Matters‟ first appeared 

on the streets just five short months 

ago. It has been necessary to add two 

extra pages to this issue to              

accommodate all the material        

submitted to us. 

In this time we have set up a Website, 

been instrumental in the provision of 

dog litter bins and helped to run two 

successful basic computer courses in 

the Village Hall. 

Continuing on a positive note we are 

delighted that Community Learning 

are actively planning more courses, 

all to be held in the village. These will 

range from „Look good feel great, to 

„Cook well - Look Well‟, „Digital 

Photography Made Easy‟ to „Your 

Money Your Life‟ and „Trace your 

Local Roots‟ to „Holiday Spanish‟. 

Notice s wi l l  short ly appear             

advertising a „Road Show‟ where all 

interested can come along, meet the 

tutors and sample what‟s on offer. 

On a more negative note it would 

seem that we are still plagued by petty 

vandalism and dog fouling. Three  

articles in this paper all refer to the 

problem. If we all do our bit by      

reporting such incidences we can help 

make Muir of Ord a village to be 

proud of and the envy of the rest of 

Ross-shire. 

Editorial Comment 

„Muir Matters‟ 

is supported by 

Highland  Council & 

Highland Wellbeing Alliance 

W 
hen “Muir Matters” contacted Northern Constabulary 

after our last issue, we raised some of the concerns that 

had been highlighted by our readers. We have  received 

a very  positive reply from 

Supt. David O‟Connor 

(pictured on the right with 

Insp. John Chisholm) 

whose main points we    

outline here. Although he 

was rather disappointed that 

the Northern Constabulary 

seemed to be portrayed in a    

negative light, he concedes 

that there had been a 12 

month period of serious 

staff shortages and the Muir 

of Ord Section has only  

recently returned to its   

normal level, i.e. a  sergeant 

and three constables.   Inso-

far as vandalism and anti-

soci a l  behaviour  i s         

concerned he points out that Muir of Ord has benefited greatly from 

the introduction of an  Alcohol Byelaw, which results in the     

prosecution of offenders and the seizure of vast quantities of       

alcohol from underage drinkers. 

There have been acts of vandalism reported to the police and it is 

apparent the main „hot spot‟ for such acts appears to be in and 

around the local primary school. Various reports have been        

submitted to the Procurator Fiscal and the Reporter to the         

Children‟s Panel in respect of these matters. Hopefully, the Small 

Town Centre CCTV will come to fruition and it will further assist 

police to prevent, deter and detect crime and anti-social behaviour. 

He concludes by saying that he suspects that there are many      

frustrations held by local residents but it is apparent that these    

matters are NOT BEING REPORTED to the police. Northern        

Constabulary cannot work in isolation and it is important that, 

where grievances exist, they are reported in order that the police 

have an opportunity to make enquiries and respond to these      

complaints. 

There is clearly a collective responsibility for community safety 

and, whist police officers will play an active role, our community 

must also play its part. 

Policing Muir of Ord 
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Have you seen our Website yet? 
No! Well what are you waiting for? We’re on www.muirmatters.co.uk  

M artha our Chairperson 

and architect of the 

„Muir Matters‟ Website is 

looking for help from the  

community. 

It is our intention that the site 

will constantly grow and     

evolve. 

Both Tarradale and Mulbuie 

Schools are participating by 

contributing article which are 

to be updated by the pupils 

themselves. 

We are looking to local clubs, 

associations and organisations 

to follow suite by adding their 

details onto the club page. To 

find out how your club etc. can 

get access to our Website and 

for more information please 

contact a member of the    

Communications group on 

01463 870033.  

By creating your own Club 

site you can reach out to other 

like minded groups across the 

world. The possibilities and 

benefits are endless. 

BEWARE OF THE DOG WARDEN! 
 

I rresponsible dog owners in the Muir are being brought to task by Highland       

Council‟s Transport, Environmental and Community Services Committee. Now able 

to issue on the spot fines, initially £40 but rising if unpaid, their dog warden has begun 

new patrols of our district as part of an area wide crack down on the guilty parties. It is 

an    offence under the Dog Fouling (Scotland) Act 2003 to fail to clean up after your 

dog should it foul in any public place where the public are permitted or entitled to have    

access whether on a pavement or not. Failure to pay the fixed penalty can result in 

prosecution, which on conviction can result in a fine of £500. 

Whilst the majority of dog owners take great care to ensure that their much loved     

family pet causes no problems for the rest of the community, there still unfortunately 

seems to be a small minority who give the impression that these laws don‟t apply to them. There are free 

plastic bags available at the Service Point and we now have ample dog bins around the village in which to 

dispose of them, so what‟s their problem? 

“Muir Matters” was recently contacted by several young mothers who felt that although there had been   

improvement, there were still a few persistent offenders. They have decided to take action by using their 

mobile phones to take photographs recording the offence, and they will then forward all relevant details to 

Transport, Environmental and Community Services Committee so that appropriate action can be taken. 

So, there you have it. A big thank you to all the conscientious owners out there for the great job you do, 

and to the others, well…… don‟t say you weren‟t warned! 

The History page is one we would 

love to expand. Although we can 

research the history of Muir of Ord 

over a period of time we really need 

your help.  

We are looking for residents past 

and present with memories of     

bygone years. Stories that if not  

recorded now will be lost to future    

generations; e.g. Donald MacKay‟s 

letter on page 10 recalling his    

childhood memories of Redcastle. 

Old photographs, documents, just 

anything that may help build up a 

picture of our village and the    

surrounding area. 

In order to keep the Website up to 

date  we need everyone‟s           

cooperation, so please, please 

help. 

We welcome any constructive 

comments that will help us make 

the site relevant to all in the    

community. 
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News from the Muir of Ord Clubs  

Indoor Bowling Club 

O ur indoor club may be small, but what we lack 

in numbers we  make up for in enthusiasm and 

enjoyment of our game. 

Unfortunately we can‟t host open  competitions as we 

are restricted to one evening a week in the  village 

hall. In order for us to compete in  competitions and 

other events we would require the availability of a 

much larger hall. 

Come along and join in the good 

„crack‟ on a Saturday evening at 

7.00pm. Midway through the session 

we break for a welcome cuppa. What 

better way to enjoy a Saturday evening 

during the winter months than in good    

company and with a little gentle      

exercise thrown in. A warm welcome will be given to 

new and  returning members on Saturday 1st October 

at 7.00pm. 

Margaret Smith, President. 

Outdoor Bowling 

T he season got off to a slow start due to the     

inclement weather. However, it improved 

greatly with members enjoying competitions and 

friendly games. We have a potential seven new    

members  which will be a boost to the club. 

On Saturday 4th June we had 69 competitors from as 

far afield as Tomintoul taking part. Since then,      

numerous league games etc. have been played and on 

Saturday 2nd July, 44 ladies enjoyed a lovely day‟s 

bowling. Our coach, Heather Stewart, has been busy 

on Tuesday evenings with men and women new to 

the game. Anyone interested please come along. On 

22nd August we held a mixed pairs competition 

which ran all week. Finally on 12th September we 

have another week long Open Triples competition. 

On 11th November we are holding a Variety Concert 

in the Village Hall to raise funds to keep the green in 

good condition. 

Barbara Gordon 

Scottish Country Dance Group 

S trangely enough, the class 

originated in Dingwall  

Academy around 1975. However, 

when it was realised that the    

majority of the   members resided 

in Muir of Ord, the group moved 

to Tarradale Primary  a couple of 

years later. Increasing hire 

charges (for the School Gym) in 

the eighties initiated another move to the current   

meeting place in the village hall. 

The Group of fit and healthy lads and lassies meet 

regularly during the autumn and winter months on 

Monday evenings. The weekly programme        

comprises reels, jigs and strathspeys taught and       

performed in a fairly relaxed and informal manner; 

everyone putting as much or as little effort into the 

dances as they feel comfortable with. Like the    

music (using CDs of the best Scottish bands) the 

dances are continually evolving and we attempt the 

very newest as well as some long forgotten ones. 

The members are very enthusiastic, welcoming and 

are determined to eliminate the airs and graces   

often associated with Scottish Country Dancing. A 

good number of the dancers often take off on a    

Friday night to the rallies spread around Scotland 

from Thurso to Berwick and from Stonehaven to 

Kyle. 

New members, teenagers to octogenarians, will be 

made most welcome. The first meeting of the new 

session is on Monday 17th October from 7.30pm to 

9.30pm.  

For any further information just call Mrs Ellen 

Cromb on 01463 870860 

Muir of Ord Lunch Club 

The Lunch Club, which is available to all senior 

citizens meets every Wednesday during term time 

between 12.00 and 1.15pm in the Village Hall. For 

a charge of £2.70 you can enjoy a two course lunch 

supplied from the school canteen and served by a 

host of willing ladies. Lunch is accompanied with a 

cup of tea and a biscuit. The members enjoy the 

social aspect of the time spent there. For those of an 

infirm disposition transport can be provided free of 

charge. 

If you would like to join us on a Wednesday   

lunchtime please contact :- 

Wendy Stephen on 870065 

Bridge Club 

T he members meet each Thursday in the GP 

Room at Tarradale School   between 7pm and 

9.30pm starting on September 29th. 

At present the membership stands at 20, new       

members including beginners will be made most   

welcome. For more information please contact: Dot 

Chalmers; 870045 or Maggie Mackenzie; 870503 



4  „Muir Matters‟ Issue 3 

Clean Up Your Act 

Dropping litter by the uncaring few 

this in the Muir will not do. 

The Railwaymen clean the line in vain 

a few days later it‟s the same again. 

The open spaces and footpaths are the same 

but no one will take the blame. 

Now maybe we should try 

if it happens when you pass by. 

Say “excuse me” this litter you dropped 

it‟s a disgrace and must be stopped. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OR ELSE 

Just give a LOUD SHOUT!! 

HI YOU!! ARE YOU A 

LITTER LOUT???  
Minnie 

Was this You? 

T his article is addressed to the „Gentleman‟ that stole 

the tall plants from the newly laid out beds on the 

Great North Road. Also to the 

vandals who uprooted and 

threw around the marigolds 

from the same beds; and lets 

not forget whoever thought it 

amusing to upend the newly 

erected „Dog Fouling Bin‟ at 

the end of West Road. 

To the „Gentleman‟ we ask; why 

did you feel you had to steal from 

the rest of the village? (By the 

way, you were observed doing 

the dirty deed).  

To the  guilty parties: We would 

love to know what pleasure you      

derive from your mindless acts of vandalism?  

 „Muir Matters‟ Editor would really like to hear from you! 

Celebration at the Community Pavilion  

T 
he Pavilion refurbishment is now complete on the 

inside.   We are delighted with it and we hope you 

are too.   Please note that a special event to        

celebrate the refurbishment will take place on Saturday 

October 1st.  This event will also commemorate those who 

served in WWII.  It was their generosity which initiated 

the building of the Pavilion.  Instead of keeping the money 

which had been raised for their return, they asked that it go 

towards a new building which would benefit the whole 

community.  The event is planned for 11 am to 3 pm; 

please watch out for further publicity.  

Special thanks go to David H Henderson, the Chairman of 

the Community Association for ensuring that the work was 

completed on time.  He was down at the Pavilion almost 

every day for the last six weeks supervising the work and 

solving the many problems which cropped up.    

Thanks to the different tradesmen who contributed to the 

work and especially to Duncan Mowat.  Thanks also to all 

those who served on the refurbishment committee from its 

inception. 

The total amount spent will be £35,700.                     

RACE contributed £11,000, Awards for All (Lottery) 

£5000, Highland Council £1500 and Councillor Chisholm 

£500 from his discretionary budget. The balance coming 

from the  insurance claim and  the Community Association 

Thanks to all the funders. 

 

Nigel Campbell 

Local girl Roya MacLean of Muir of Ord has 

just released her first CD entitled “Out of the 

Shadows” in which she plays an inspired 

combination of beautiful accordion melodies. 

Roya is just sixteen and we‟re sure that this is 

only her first steps on the road to an           

impressive musical career. Congratulations 

Roya, we wish you all the very best! 

The next issue of „Muir Matters‟ will be on sale from Monday 5th December 2005, priced 30 pence. 

Any articles for inclusion must be submitted by our deadline of Monday 21st. November 

School Calendar Session 2005/2006 

“OUT OF THE SHADOWS”  

AND INTO THE SHOPS 

Open Close 

Tuesday 

16th August 05 

Friday 

7th October 05 

Monday 

24th October 05 

Thursday 

22nd December 05 

Monday 

9th January 06 

Friday 

31st March 06 

Tuesday 

18th April 06 

Friday  

30th June 06 
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A Favourite Recipe 

TRUFFLE COFFEE RIPPLE 
Truffle mixture 
4 oz, plain chocolate (preferably Green & Blacks  

Organic) 

2 tbs. single cream 

2 tbs. rum (preferably dark) 

Coffee ice-cream 
2 tbs. instant coffee powder 

2 tbs. boiling water 

2 egg whites 

4 oz. caster sugar 

10 fl. oz. double cream 
Method 

1)Put truffle mix in heatproof bowl over pan of 

simmering water till chocolate has melted. 

2)Mix well. 

3)Leave to cool. 

4)Meanwhile, make ice-cream 

5)Dissolve coffee in water and leave to cool 

6)Whisk egg whites till stiff, and then gradually add 

sugar 

7)Whip cream with coffee till it forms soft peaks 

8)Fold into meringue mix 

9)When truffle mix begins to thicken, stir till smooth 

10)Fold into ice-cream 

11)Mix very lightly to make a marbled effect 

12)Put into a plastic container, cover and freeze 

13)Transfer to fridge for 15 minutes before serving. 
 

Serves 6 – 8. 

Joan Munro 

Diary Dates A Few Photos from The Black Isle Show 

September 
2nd : Challengers Youth Club begins in the 

Church Hall, Seaford Rd, 7.30 - 9.15pm. 

5th : S.W.R.I.  A day in the life of a         

Pharmacist. Village Hall @ 7.30pm. 

19th :  Muir of Ord Environmental Group 

Meet in the Pavilion @ 7.15pm. 

25th :  Canon Martyn Bateman, Guest speaker 

on behalf of the Scottish Bible Society. 

Church of Scotland, Seaforth Road @ 11am, 

26th  :  Guild, Rev John & Mrs Sheila 

MacLeod. A Talk on „Prison visiting‟ in the 

Church Hall @ 7.30pm. 

29th : Bridge Club resumes in Tarradale 

School @ 7.00pm. 

October 

1st : Special Open Day at the Pavilion 

11.00am to 3.00pm. 

1st :  Indoor Bowling restarts in the Village 

Hall @ 7.00pm 

3rd :  S.W.R.I. Village Hall @ 7.30pm. 

10th - 24th : School Holiday 

17th : Country Dancing Class resumes in the 

Village Hall @ 7.30pm. 

23rd : Harvest Thanksgiving, Church of  

Scotland, Seaforth Road @ 11.00am 

24th : Guild Inverness Fellowship. Evening of 

Songs of Praise. Church Hall @ 7.30pm 

26th : M.O.O Over 60‟s Group resumes in 

Tarradale School @ 7.00pm 

November 

7th : S.W.R.I. Village Hall @ 7.30pm. 

11th : Variety Concert in aid of the Outdoor 

Bowling Club. Village Hall, Seaforth Road 

12th : Muir of Ord Scout Association         

Fundraising Afternoon. Village Hall 2 - 4 pm. 

12th : Inverness Male Voice Choir. East 

Church @ 7.30pm. 

28th  :   Guild. Blytheswood, The work they 

do  “Dare to care with Commitment”. 

December 

5th :  S.W.R.I. Village Hall @ 7.30pm 

10th : Scout Christmas Post. Village Hall 

9.30am - 11.30am ( Cost 10p per card)           

Drop in Baby Clinic and Parent & Toddler 

group (pre-playgroup age) 

Every other Wednesday 9.30 to 11.00am in 

the Village Hall. Phone Health Visitor for   

information (783403) 

Starts Wednesday 24th August. 

Babyzone 
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I f you are 16 or under we have a copy of 

„Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 

Prince‟ to give away.  

Just tell us the date of Harry‟s  Birthday. 

Send your answer on a postcard  along with 

your age, address and telephone number to 

„The Harry  Potter Competition‟, Village 

Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6  7TA 

by Friday  28th October. The first correct 

entry drawn after the closing date will win 

the book.  

P ictured are some members of the Scouts braving 

the onslaught of the dreaded „Highland Midge‟ 

at their summer camp on the shores of Loch Brora. 

Despite the attention of the little pests, everyone had a 

great time and joined in activities with Thurso and 

Leeds Scouts who were on site. 

All cooking was on wood 

fires which helped reduce the 

„midge menace‟, the boys 

successfully making their 

own bread in a trench fire on 

the beach, perfect sweet and 

sour chicken with the original 

smokey flavour, followed by delicious sponge and 

cream! 

An overnight hike with Thurso was undertaken by Ryan 

McMurray one of the oldest Muir Scouts. He managed 

to keep up with the other boys and girls, some of whom 

were much older than he. Well done Ryan! 

A visit to the Falconry display at Dunrobin Castle was 

topped off with a gourmet meal from the local Fish & 

Chip shop, and the last night was completed with a 

huge Beach Campfire, where new songs were learnt 

and new friendships cemented.  

This term there will be an overnight expedition in    

September, a Father and Son weekend at Tullach      

Station in November, and many other exciting          

activities, with hopefully the awarding of specific 

badges on successful completion of same. 

Scout Group News 

W e have started our new term, where we intend to 

keep the "Out" in Scouting by spending as much 

time as possible on outdoor activities.  

We welcome new members, Boys and Girls and aged 8 

to 10  to join us in our fun. 

We are saying Goodbye to six of our older Cubs who 

are going up to the Scouts, where we know they will 

enjoy themselves. 

Cub Scouts 

Challengers Youth Club 

T 
he Youth Club begins in the Church Hall,      

Seaforth Road on Friday 2nd September. It will 

run from 7.30 - 9.15pm each Friday evening. 

We have; table tennis, pool,  football, table football and 

other games. All those at secondary school are         

welcome. We have a tuck shop where soft drinks and 

crisps are available. 

Beaver Scouts 

T he new term has started and we have       

already some new Beavers, we of course 

welcome Boys and Girls aged from 6 to 8 years. 

For details telephone 01463 870810 

Learning through fun sees us trying to complete 

the Discovery Challenge Badge, just one of the 

requirements towards the Chief Scouts Bronze 

Award. 

We are in desperate need of more help. 

Could you spend just 1 hour on a Wednesday 

5.15 to 6.15pm? Male or female 18years+ 

with no   upper age limit. Do your        

Grandchildren live a long way away? Why 

not come along and have fun with the       

Beavers to keep your hand in ??? Phone 

01463 870810 for information. 

Something for the Girls! 

A Skincare & Makeup Session 

E laine Milligan held a 

demonst ra t ion  on     

skincare and makeup for the 

teenagers in the village on 

Thursday 1st September. 

Some of the girls were brave 

enough to volunteer as     

models and kept Elaine on 

her toes by asking plenty of questions. 

The event was organised by our new local Youth 

Worker Helen Martin. Even Helens co-worker, 

Mark Holloway, Conon Bridge took home a few 

tips! Look out for the next session in October. 

Many thanks to Rev. Colin Macleod for          

providing the use of the Free Church Hall. 



 7 „Muir Matters‟ Issue 3 

Christianity Explored 

This is a course which we ran back in the spring in 

conjunction with the Free Church. We have also run 

it on a Sunday morning over the summer. We show 

a series of videos over the course of 10 weeks and 

give each participant a workbook [free of charge]. 

There is opportunity to discuss each video and to 

ask questions. If you would be interested in coming 

along to a future course please contact Alastair 

Gordon by telephone [870259] or e-mail 

[jagordon_muir@tiscali.co.uk] 

Colin, You're in the Army now! 

I think that was a single by Status Quo many years 

ago and perhaps it may be played at Colin 

MacLeod‟s farewell as he leaves Urray Free Church 

to become an army chaplain. Of course he is no 

stranger to the army having previously spent some 

years in the tank regiment. I met Colin almost five 

years ago in September of 2000, when I myself had 

just been resident in the Muir for only three months. 

We immediately hit it off and both Sharon and I 

have greatly appreciated Colin and Aileen‟s friend-

ship. When Colin is around you can be sure there‟ll 

be a few jokes and laughs. Now and again he phones 

me up and shouts some curses down the phone but 

just before I rebuke him I realise he‟s greeting me in 

his native Gael tongue, though I think Aileen is the 

real master in that department.  

One thing has come of our friendship and            

conversations is the more formal links that we in the 

local Church of Scotland have developed with our 

Free Church brothers and sisters and I believe many 

within and without the two churches have been 

blessed as a result. It has certainly been made note of 

by many. It is simply recognition of the fact that we 

are not in competition with each other, but rather we 

seek to serve God together in this place, yet all the 

while maintaining our distinctives. Just as Colin and 

I have been able to forge a friendship based on   

common interests and supremely our love for Jesus 

Christ, we have been able to encourage that within 

our congregations. While the Free Church  will be 

sad to lose Colin and his family so will the Church 

of Scotland, but we know that God has called them 

to another sphere of service and pray that the Lord 

will prepare the way ahead and bless them as they 

take their leave of us. I‟m sure many in the          

community outside of the churches will be sad to 

lose him too for they have appreciated his down to 

earth nature and his sense of humour, and will even 

forgive him for being a Caledonian Thistle           

supporter.  I‟ll be sad to see him go personally. 

Where will I go now for a coffee and pastry? It‟s 

been great to share together our concerns for the  

village and for the Glory of God in this place and I 

pray that the Lord will uphold him and his family as 

they take their leave of us, and that their              

congregation will not be without a minister for too 

long. 

Alastair Gordon. 

During the Summer break a few Church of   

Scotland ladies provided a soup and  sandwich 

lunch on two occasions for the Lunch Club 

members. It was most  appreciated by all and we 

thank them very much for their kindness. 

Free Church, West Road, service times: 

Sunday 12 noon and 6.30 pm, Crèche available. 

 

Church Of Scotland, service times: 

1st and 3rd Sunday mornings, Urray Church 11am 

Every other Sunday, East Church, Seaforth Road, 

11am. All evening services in East Church, 6.30pm. 

Morning Crèche available. 

Contact Information 

Colin Macleod, Free Church Manse, 

Corrie Road. Muir of Ord. IV6 7TL 

Tele: 01463 871223  

colin@corry1.fslife.co.uk 

Or 

Alastair Gordon, The Manse 

Corrie Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TL 

Tele: 01463 870259 

jagordon_muir@tiscali.co.uk 

Muir Church Services 

Did you know? 

That Tarradale (Highland) means „Bull‟s Dale‟.  

Tarfr (Old Norse) „bull‟; dalr (Old Norse) „dale‟ 

L ook out for this new column in 

the next issue, where the  

Communications Group will pose a 

question or a matter of concern to 

our Councillor, David Chisholm. 

It could be a topic raised by our 

readers or a query pertaining to the 

workings of Highland Council. 

Sometimes serious, sometimes tongue in cheek. 

Who knows what to expect…! 

P.s. We take no responsibility for the photograph.! 

COUNCILLOR IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
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Local Services 

A new service from D & E Lyall                                           

Great North Road, Muir of Ord 

 

Beautiful Bouquets 
 
 
 
 

Special Occa-
sions 

  
Prices from £10 - £30 

 

FREE DELIVERY 

(5 mile radius of Muir of Ord) 

 

ALLOW 2 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 

 

Phone: 01463 870298 

 

 

 

HALF PRICE             

SALE 
FOR ONE MORE WEEK ONLY     5TH – 12TH SEPTEMBER 

 

ORDER £50 OF PRODUCTS FROM OUR RANGE OF JEWELLERY  

OR COSMETICS AND YOU PAY ONLY £25 

BROCHURES CAN BE VIEWED ONLINE AT 
 WWW.VIRGINCOSMETICS.CO.UK 

 

TO PLACE YOUR ORDER TELEPHONE -ELAINE MILLIGAN 01463 871586  

OR EMAIL - elaine.milligan1@virgin.net 

 

“WOULD YOU LIKE RICHARD BRANSON TO PAY FOR 

 YOUR CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR?” 

 

JOIN US AS A TEMPORARY CHRISTMAS CONSULTANT 

FOR MORE DETAILS TEL – 01463 871586 
 

D & E Lyall 
Would you like all your Daily Newspapers     

delivered for 60p per week?  

Postal delivery to Marybank 

Telephone 01463 870298 

4, 6, & 8 SEATERS 
Early Morning Service Available 

CORRIE HIRE 
 

PRIVATE HIRE TAXI 
Muir of Ord 01463 870568 

16 Corrie Gardens         Proprietor C MacLeod 

http://www.virgincosmetics.co.uk/
http://www.spar.co.uk/
http://www.marksandspencer.com/IWCatProductPage.process?Merchant_Id=1&Section_Id=7395&Product_Id=1689839
http://www.marksandspencer.com/IWCatProductPage.process?Merchant_Id=1&Section_Id=7395&Product_Id=1689839
http://www.marksandspencer.com/IWCatProductPage.process?Merchant_Id=1&Section_Id=8028&Product_Id=1818483
http://www.spar.co.uk/
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Conon, Maryburgh & District 

Gardening Club 

 
 

Members                                 Visitors 

  £5.00                                             £1.50 

 
Meet the last Monday in the month 

September to November & February to April 

Conon Bridge Church Hall 7.30pm. 

The winners in the highly successful Children‟s Fancy 

Dress and the Pet Show at the „Flash of Tartan‟ fete on 

Saturday 13th August were:-  

Kaitlin & Alex Patience 

         Aged 6 and 2 

   as „The Oxo Cubes‟ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   Bobo the rabbit with his owner 

                                            Neil Brennan, aged 11 

 

10th Anniversary Flash of Tartan  

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PUBLICISE 

YOUR SERVICES IN  

‘MUIR MATTERS’ NEWSLETTER? 

For further details contact 

Maureen Thomson 

01463 870365 

Weekly activities in the Muir 

Monday‟s ; in the Village Hall 

Bodybalance @ 10am to 11am  

Scottish Country Dance Group 7.30pm  

(starts 17th October)  

In the Free Church Hall, West Road 

Mother & Toddler Afternoon  

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Scrabble Club meets @ 2.00pm. 

Meet in the Square 

Swimming Club, contact 01463 870332 

Tuesday‟s ; in the Free Church, West Road 

Mother & Toddler morning  

 In the Old School  

Art Group @ 7pm 

Wednesday‟s ; in the Village Hall 

Babyzone from 9.30 to 11.00am  

(for more details see Page 5)  

Lunch Club @ 12 noon 

Meet in the Square 

Healthways Step-it-up Walking Group @ 2pm 

Thursday‟s ; in the Village Hall 

Egyptian Belly Dancing @ 10am 

Healthways Social Dance Class @ 2.30 to 4pm 

In Tarradale School 

Bridge Club @ 7pm (start 29th Sept) 

Friday‟s ; in the Village Hall 

Fun Fitness @ 10.30am 

Kinder Gym from 11.30am to 2.15pm 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Challengers for academy age @ 7.30pm 

Saturday‟s ; in the Old School 

Art Group 10am to 12 noon 

In the Village Hall 

Indoor Bowling 7pm (starts 1st October) 

Here‟s more from Flash of Tartan 

Brownies, Scouts, Beavers and cubs (details from 

editor@muirmatters.co.uk or 01463 870822 

T his  year kicked off with a Ceilidh on the Friday, followed on      

Saturday with the Fete, opened as usual with another stunning     

performance by Muir of Ord‟s own “PINTS & 

DRAMS” pipe band. Truly, a sight not to be missed! 

As the village had no gala this year the Flash of     

Tartan decided to hold a Parade of Floats, a Fancy 

Dress event and Pet 

Show for the children. 

Inclement weather left everyone damp, but not       

despondent as they rounded off the day with an     

evening of music and dancing in the village hall. A 

great way to end another successful Muir of Ord  

Rovers event.  
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Letters to the Editor 
Firstly may I say how wonderful it 

is to be able to re-cycle papers 

(not of course „Muir Matters‟) as 

well as bottles and cans in the 

Muir. That said I would like to ask 

the question as to why we in Muir 

of Ord do not get the brown bins 

for re-cycling garden waste or the 

boxes for re-cycling paper. I am 

sure there are many households 

who would welcome such a ser-

vice. If you go down the road to 

Beauly they do at least get the 

brown bins. 

So please can we tell the council 

that a kerbside re-cycling service 

for garden waste and paper would  

be most welcome in the Muir of 

Ord, as the Muir does really    

Matter. 

Mrs S.F. Parsons 

Parclandav, Muir of Ord 

Perhaps „Muir Matters‟ can find 

the answer to a query for me. 

A few years ago SGL Technic Ltd. 

got planning permission to build 

an extension to their factory. I 

seem to remember that as part of 

the plan they should plant a row of 

trees alongside the road to act as a 

screen. 

If my memory has served me right, 

when can we expect to see a row 

of  trees planted? 

Name & address supplied. 

Dear Editor 

I love the new newsletter, „Muir 

Matters‟.  It is so informative in a 

very personal sort of way and 

must be very much appreciated.  I 

holiday in Muir of Ord and have 

arranged for each new edition to 

be sent to me „hot off the press‟.  

The editorial team are to be     

congratulated on their excellent 

achievement and it is to be hoped 

that they will continue to receive 

the support of all the community 

with their future editions. 

Jan Jones, Beccles, Suffolk. 

L ooking at the „Muir Matters‟ 

web page I enjoyed reading 

the item about Redcastle on the 

history page. It brought back 

memories from during the war 

when I spent my holidays with 

Granny Noble in her small cottage 

near the shore. No car to take us in 

those days! we arrived by train 

and shanks‟s pony! During this 

time the castle was occupied by 

the R.A.F. and the American  Air 

Force.  

Granny was the cleaner at both the 

school and castle and would allow 

me to follow her around or even 

roam freely about the grounds. It 

was at this time that I learned of 

the green lady ghost who appeared 

on the stairs to folk with the 

„sight‟. I was also told that she 

would appear at the pump by the 

well and indeed anywhere else I 

was not allowed to go! 

The size of the rooms and the 

lovely polished doors and floors 

were a great surprise to me. The 

walled garden was full of every 

vegetable and flower you could 

name. The greenhouse was a 

source of wonder with grapes,  

tomatoes and cucumbers. 

My best memory of all were the 

film shows, they were shown once 

or twice a week to the  servicemen 

but all in the area were allowed in. 

As well as  seeing Newsreels,   

musicals, cowboy and comedy 

films we children were given 

sweets as a special treat. 

I am sure many more people from 

Muir of Ord and Redcastle will 

have happy memories of nights 

spent at the castle. 

I think the castle lay empty after 

the war and the roof was removed 

to save the owner paying tax and 

so it gradually became the ruin it 

is today. 

I wonder, is the green lady still 

there? 

Donald MacKay 

Whilst we welcome and look forward 

to receiving letters and articles for           

publication in ‘Muir Matters’ we   

reserve the right to alter or amend 

them as we deem necessary. Please 

send any  correspondence along with 

your name, address and telephone 

number to the  address on page 13. 

Dear Editor 

 The new school session is now 

underway and our thoughts go to 

the students from the village who 

are about to enter University         

education for the first time. 

As they set off from home we 

wish them all the very best of 

luck in their  chosen degree    

subjects. We know they will do 

the village proud. 

Perhaps „Muir Matters‟ would 

consider publishing a list of those 

successfully obtaining their     

degrees in future issues of the 

paper. Such a list  could also  

perhaps be accompanied by a 

photograph.  

B Brown 

Tarradale Gardens. 

Almost every day whilst out 

shopping in the village I hear of 

someone who has had a „close 

encounter‟ with a vehicle on the 

crossing outside the Post Office.  

Pedestrians are in danger from 

speeding cars coming in both  

directions but mostly those     

approaching from the Beauly 

end. This may  be because of the 

long fast straight road leading 

into the village.  

Another problem is the cars 

parked outside the Post Office 

which at times obscure the view 

of the pedestrians as they       

nervously step off the pavement. 

If Supt. O‟Connor reads this   

letter can I ask him to please, 

please look into this problem  

before we suffer a fatality in the 

Muir. 

Mrs P Rogers, Corrie Terrace 
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Train Times to and from The Muir 
Muir of Ord to Inverness 

Monday to Saturday 

0754, 0936, 1017, 1408, 1627, 1724, 1848, & 1942  

Sunday  

1242, 1543, 1724 &1955 

 

 

 

 
 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0714, 0853, 1039, 1052, 1241 (to 10th Sept), 1743, 1747 &1800 

Sunday  

1103 (to 25th Sept.), 1115, 1800  & 1815 (to 25th Sept) 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 

Monday to Saturday 

0735, 0914, 1103, 11.16, 1304 (to 10th Sept), 1810 & 1827 

Sunday  

1126 (to 25th Sept), 1138, 1823 & 1838 (to 25th Sept) 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0744, 0925, 1007, 1400, 1618, 1715 (to 10th Sept), 1839 &1933 

Sunday 

 1233 (to 25th Sept), 1534, 1715 &1947 (to 25th Sept) 

 

12th June to 10th December 2005 

 

Additional commuter trains are to be introduced later 

in the year. Watch out for press announcements. 

Bus Times to and from  

The Muir 
Muir of Ord to Inverness 

Monday to Friday 

6.40, 7.15 & hourly from 8.05 to17.05, 18.13, 19.17, 20.17, 

22.17, 23.45 plus 10.35 via Tore & the Retail Park 

Saturday  

6.40, 8.16 then as Mon/Fri until 17.05 but excluding 10.35 

plus 18.13, 19.17, 20.17, 22.17 & 23.45 

Sunday  

11.42, 13.42, 15.42, 17.42 & 19.42 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Friday 

Hourly from 7.45 to 15.45 then 16.00(NSch), 17.00, 18.00, 

19.30, 21.00 and 23.00 plus 12.15, 14.35  

Saturday 

Hourly from 8.45 to 15.45 then 17.00, 18.00, 19.30, 21.00  

& 23.00 

Sunday 

10.00, 12.00, 14.00, 16.00 & 18.20 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 

Monday to Friday 

 Hourly from 8.23 to 16.23 then 16.35 (No Sch), 17.40, 

18.44, & 21.44 plus 12.50 and 15.10  

Saturday 

Hourly from 9.23 to 16.23 plus 17.40, 18.44 & 21.44 

Sunday 

10.35, 12.35, 14.35, 16.35 & 18.55 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Friday 

8.50, 9.45, 10.15, 10.50, 11.50, 12.45, 13.50, 14.50, 15.50, 

16.50, 17.58, 19.05 & 22.05 (Royal Hotel) 

Saturday 

7.56, 9.45, 10.50, 11.50, 12.45, 13.50, 14.50, 15.50, 16.50, 

17.58, 19.05 & 22.05 (Royal Hotel) 

Sunday 

11.31, 13.31, 15.31, 17.31 & 19.31 (Royal Hotel) 

 

Updated 10th February 2005 

The Really Really Useful Page 

Library Opening Hours 
Monday 

10 am  – 12..30 pm 

2 - 5 pm and 6 - 8 pm 

Thursday 

10 am - 12.30 pm 

and 

6 - 8 pm 

Friday 

2 - 5 pm 

 

Telephone/Fax 01463 870196 

 

Talking books for adults and children are available and a 

selection of magazines can be read on the premises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the many other services supplied by the Library are 

photocopying, internet access and Fax facilities. 

Various telephone directories are kept on site and a notice board 

in the corridor advertises local services and events. 

Hidden Cost of Telephone „Help‟ Lines! 
Did you know that calls to 0870 or 0845 may be costing you 

up to 7.5p per minute (of which the company gets 2-3p)? 

To look up alternative numbers and avoid excessive charges 

go to www.Saynoto0870.com  

An additional early Saturday morning bus is to be introduced from the Muir to Dingwall. Watch the press. 
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Shopmobility Highland 
Shopmobility is a service providing, electric scooters, powered and manual 

chairs,  that give you freedom to get about the town easily. This helps people 

who have limited mobility, long or short term, or visual/hearing impairments 

access to shops and to use other facilities in Inverness and Dingwall.  

The service can also provide you with an escort if you require any assistance 

with your shopping, and if you are travelling by public transport chairs can be 

arranged to meet you on your arrival. 

For further information please contact either;  

Falcon Gallery, Car Park Level 2, Eastgate Centre, Inverness, IV2 3PR on  

Telephone 01463 717624 or email shopmo@omn.net  or 

Nicol‟s Court, Dingwall, IV15 9SW; Telephone 01349 866040 or email 

shopmobility.dingwall@ecosse.net 

 Opening Times; Inverness Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 5.00pm.  
Dingwall; Monday to Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm 

Telephone Numbers 
Health 

Doctor‟s Surgeries 

Strathlene, Muir of Ord 01463 870843 

Croyard Rd, Beauly  01463 782794 

Dingwall Med. Group  01349 863030 

Aird Practice, Beauly  01463 782214 

Hospitals 

Raigmore - 01463 704000 

Ross Memorial - 01349 863313 

„NHS 24‟ - 08454 24 24 24 

Samaritans 

0845 7909090 

Inverness - 01463 713456 

Alcohol DrinkLine 

Freefone - 0800 917 8282 

Childline 

Freefone - 0800 1111 

National Drugs Helpline 

Freefone 0800 77 66 00 

Citizens Advice Bureau 
Dingwall Office - Visit or write to us at 4 Church 

Street, Dingwall, IV15 9SB 

Phone: 01349 864850 Fax: 01349 862898 or 

email :adviser@DingwallCAB.casonline.org.uk 

Office Hours; 10.00 to 2.00 Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Friday 

We are always looking for new volunteers. 

The Really Really Useful Page 2 

H ave you relatives and friends staying away from the Muir who would be interested in receiving a copy of „Muir Matters‟? 

We could  mail  them a copy on your behalf for a yearly subscription of: UK 1st class £3.20, and overseas rates of: Europe 

£5.25, World Zones 1 and 2 £7.50. Price includes, „Muir Matters‟,  postage & packing plus 10p handling charge. 

 Would you like to pay an annual sum of £3.20 to have your copy reserved for you and delivered by your Postie?  

For more information about the above or if you are housebound please write, telephone or just pop in and see us, we will be 

happy to discuss your requirements. A coupon to order a copy of „Muir Matters‟ can be found on page 13. 

Ross-shire Women's Aid  

We provide refuge, support and 

information to women children and 

young people who have experienced 

Domestic Abuse. To speak to some-

one confidentially please telephone 

01349 863568  Monday to Friday 

10am to 5pm (24 hour answering 

service) 

Telephone Preference Service (TPS) 

Are you are fed up with unwanted and 

unsolicited telephone calls?  

You can register free of charge for this 

service when you do not want to receive 

direct marketing calls. 

Call 0845 07 007 07: 24 hours a day,     

7 days a week. 

This is an automated service. 

The Handy Person Service 

This service is available to pensioners over 60 and those with 

a disability, who find it difficult or impossible to undertake 

small jobs around their homes. 

Some examples of tasks undertaken are fitting and hanging 

curtains, moving furniture around the house, replacing     

washers, unblocking drains, cleaning gutters (single storey) 

and much more. For more information phone 01349 884774. 

Council Services 

Councillor Chisholm 

01463 871681 

david.chisholm.cllr@highland.gov.uk 

*** 

Highland Council - 01463 702000 

*** 

Council: Refuse Collection 

01349 863381 

*** 

Dingwall Leisure Centre 

01349 864226 

*** 

M.O.O. Service Point - 01463 870201 

*** 

Schools 

Dingwall Academy - 01349 863071 

Mulbuie - 01349 861289 

Tarradale - 01463 870484 

*** 

Police 

Muir of Ord - 01463 870222 

Crime Stoppers - 0800 555 111 

*** 

Post Office - 01463 870250 

*** 

„Handy Person Service‟ 

01349 884774  

*** 

Muir Matters - 01463 870822 

Pets & Animals 
Cat Protection League: 01463 225138 

Highland Reptile Rescue: 01862 842637 

RSPB: 01463 715000 

SSPCA: 01463 230206 

Do you have a useful 

telephone number that 

you could share with us? 

Please get in touch and 

we will add it to our 

Really Really Useful 

Page.  

Whilst every care is taken to 

ensure accuracy, the editors of 

„Muir Matters‟ take no          

responsibility for errors of    

articles  submitted 

5minutesaway.co.uk is a directory of facilities available for motorists within 5 minutes of each motorway junction. It provides 

information on pubs, hotels, restaurants, garages and petrol stations plus places of interest. All within 3 miles of a junction. 

mailto:adviser@DingwallCAB.casonline.org.uk
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„Muir Matters‟ 

Village Hall 

Seaforth Road 

Muir of Ord 

IV6 7TA 

Telephone 01463 870822 

Email; editor@muirmatters.co.uk 

letters@muirmatters.co.uk 

Visit our Website on 

www.muirmatters.co.uk 

 
 

 

 
Logo 

Design 

by 

Carrie 

MacKay 

Want to contact us? 

Here we are 

September: 
 Take cuttings of bedding 

plants before first frosts. 

 Prepare dahlias & fuchsias 

etc. for over-wintering. 

 Plant bulbs outdoors for 

next  spring and summer. 

 

 

October: 
 Plant up outdoor containers 

for winter and spring. 

 Harvest root crops for     

storing. 

 Start digging, but take it 

gently! 

November: 
 Lay turf on prepared soil. 

 Collect autumn leaves and 

stack to make leaf mould. 

 Protect plants against frost 

and alpines from the rain. 

Gardening Tips Scottish Women‟s Rural Institute 

T he WRI meet on the first Monday of each month from September 

until May in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. On the 5th September the 

subject a „Pharmacists Work‟. Throughout the winter we are also having, 

Tea-bag folding, Japanese adventures, Christmas flowers, and Massage. 

Also a visit from Debenhams, China Doll making and a film show on 

„Birds in our gardens‟. This gives a wide range of subjects and we hope 

our members will find lots to interest them. There is always a nice cup of 

tea with goodies to eat and a chance to chat with other members. 

Several members enter the Ross-shire Federation Bulb and Baking show 

in March and the Handicraft show in April. These displays show off the 

talents of many members from throughout the area. At each meeting we 

have a competitions but they are not compulsory, you are free to enter 

them if you so wish. Obviously the more that enter the better the fun. 

Each May an outing to somewhere of interest is organised for members. 

The Muir of Ord Institute is the second oldest in Ross-shire having held 

their first meeting on 21st April 1921. The women met to exchange hints 

and tips on most subjects and like today had visiting demonstrators and 

speakers. The highlight of our coming session will be our 85th Birthday 

in April 2006. 

We would like to invite any lady to come along and join the existing 40 

members; you will be made most welcome. For further information 

please contact our President Mrs Phyllis Pegrum on 870285 or our     

Secretary Mrs Eleanor Innes on 870955. Or just come along on the 5th 

September. 

Please send a copy of „Muir Matters‟ to: 

 

Name…………………………….Address……………………………

………………………………………………………………………... 

Postcode…………………………Tel. No……………………………. 

 

Full Name and address to which you would like the copy sent if    

different from above. (Please print clearly) 

 

 

Name…………………………….Address……………………………

………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………... 

I enclose the sum of £………… 

 

Signed………………………………………... 

Urray and Kilchrist Church of Scotland Guild 

T he Guild meets on the fourth Monday of the month from September 

to April in the Church Hall, Seaforth Road @ 7.30pm. It is open to 

men and women who have a common interest in the care and            

commitment of others through their faith in worship, prayer and action. 

Our meetings are very informal and after a few minutes of devotions the 

meetings is handed over to the speaker for the evening. This is followed 

by a cup of tea with business finishing at approximately 9.30pm. 
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Name……………………………...Age………. 

 

Address………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………. 

 

P/Code…………..Tel/No………………………. 

 

Signed………………………………………….. 

 

For a chance of winning a £10.00 Book Token, 

fill in the above form and send the completed grid 

in a sealed envelope (photocopies not accepted) 

to „Muir Matters‟ Prize Crossword No 3,     

Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 

7TA. 

Entries must be received by  Friday October 28th. 

The first correct entry drawn after the closing 

date will win the prize. Answers and winners 

name will be published in our next Issue.  

 

Write an amusing 

caption (Please 

keep it clean) for 

the above picture 

on a postcard  

and send it to 

„Caption Competition‟, Muir Matters, Seaforth Road, 

Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA by Friday October 28th 2005. 

The writer of the caption judged the best will win a 

£10.00 Tesco Voucher. 

1   2  3  4   5 

           

   6 7  8     

9  10      11   

  12   13      

14    15    16   

  17         

18        19   

   20  21  22    

           

23           

Across 
1) Stronghold for a King (4 & 7) 

6) Partner for the tatties (5) 

9) First soldier and sailor (3) 

11) Penny for him (3) 

12) Ancient Ruler (7) 

14) An informal jumper (3) 

15) A royal favourite (3) 

16) Winners of Tartan fancy dress! (3) 

17) Tasty ties (7) 

18) Yorkshire river (3) 

19) Ram (3) 

20) As yet will turn and rise (5) 

23) Father of Medicine (11) 

Down 
1) Did 17 across come from here (11) 

2) Four hogsheads (3) 

3) Chill (3) 

4) Boy‟s name (3) 

5) Girl and her dad on tenterhooks (4 & 7) 

7) A case in point (7) 

8) Competitors (7) 

10) Pokes around and said (5) 

11) An apparition (5) 

13) A short traveller (3) 

20) Yelp or gossip (3) 

21) A crescent (3) 

22) Char (3) 

Congratulations to Mrs A MacRae, Plaiderie, 

Balvaird Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7QX 
The winner of Prize Crossword No2. Mrs A MacRae 

wins a £10.00 Book Token. 

Solution  

Across: 1) Beauly Firth 6) Asti 8) Isle 10) Ina 12) Ash 

13) Kingfisher 16) Invergordon 22) Ire 23) Tee 24) Seer 

26) Eels 27) Embroidered. 

Down: 1) Black 2) Using 3) Yet 4) Irish 5) Heeds  7) Tin 

9) She 11) Afire 12) Ascot 14) Inn 15) Rho 16) Issue 17) 

Vie 18) Error 19) Reeve 20) Dee  21) Nosed 25) Ski 

What‟s our 

MSP saying to 

our Martha ? 

Caption Competition 

Congratulations to Mairi MacIver, Achduart, 

Corry Road, Muir of Ord IV6 7TJ  
Mairi wins a copy of “In from the Cuithes” for  

correctly answering 1889 as being the year that the   

Counties of Ross and Cromarty united. 

Published and Printed by Muir of Ord Communications Group, Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA 


