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‘Muir Matters’‘Muir Matters’  

W e‟re absolutely delighted 

that after the dogged hard 

work of our Councillor, 

and a campaign from “Muir Matters” 

we can confirm that CCTV is now in 

place for Muir of Ord. You will have 

noticed the installation of one of the 

cameras on the High Street and others 

are following.! 

Highland Council‟s Education Dept. 

took the prudent 

decision of  

covering Tarradale 

School with this 

system in order to  

eliminate the costly 

and distressing  

incidents of  

vandalism our  

children have been subjected to.  

Hopefully now shop owners and  

residents on our High Street can use this 

opportunity to re-instate their flower 

baskets and tubs which they once  

displayed.  

 

O n the subject of floral  

displays,  “Muir Matters” will 

shortly be leading the way by 

putting up two hanging baskets  

outside our office at the village hall. We 

hope this will encourage others to  

follow our example in trying to enhance 

our village environment. This seems a 

good opportunity to 

thank Dan Macrae 

for his tireless  

efforts in filling and 

caring for the tubs in 

the square. 

If any other group or 

club would like to 

join us then please 

get in touch.  

Editorial Comment „Race for Life‟  

T 
he recent „Race for Life‟ held in Inverness saw a great 

turnout by Muir of Ord women.  Leanne Sutherland, 

(pictured wearing No. 1290), put on a great show       

finishing 12th, completing the course in just 21 minutes. 

Over 2500 women participated in the „Race for Life‟, sponsored 

by Tesco and in aid of Cancer Research UK.  The overcast sky 

did nothing to dull the spirits of the women, young and old, who 

after a lively warm-up session got going on the 5K from Bught 

Park, through the islands and back. 

Women participate in the charity fundraiser each year for        

different reasons.  Muir woman, Sandra Flint, (pictured wearing 

No. 1700), lost her sister and father to cancer.  Sandra               

participated in the „Race for Life‟ for the first time in 2000, 

which was the year she lost her sister.  It is always an emotional 

time of the year for her but doubly so this year as her sister‟s  

anniversary fell only two days after the race on May 9th.  She 

feels that participating in the race is her way of „giving a bit 

back‟ and helping to fund research into a disease that affects so 

many lives. 

Each year shows increased support for the event.  A number of 

women from the Muir expressed disappointment that places to 

take part in the event went very quickly this year and plan to sign 

up extra early in 2007……….plenty of time to get those walking 

shoes on and get practicing! 

Hazel Chisholm 

 Muir Matters September Price Increase! 

See Page 3 for details. 
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T he Communications Group are delighted 

to  announce that we have now taken  

delivery of eight brand new Laptop    

Computers. 

This now enables 

us  to restart     

Computer Lessons 

for all  abilities. 

The first of three 

lessons per week 

got underway on 

Thursday May 18th 

in the Village Hall.  

We have once 

again been extremely lucky to secure the services of 

Mrs Audrey McPhee as our tutor. 

On completion of this session it is proposed to run  

further lessons starting in September. We shall be 

holding a registration afternoon and evening for 

anyone     wishing to sign-up or looking for more  

information.  

Look out for our posters towards the end of August. 

Do come along as registration will be on a first 

come first served basis. 

FIRBRAE DEVELOPMENT  

THE MALTINGS   

Many residents of Muir of Ord will now be aware 

that the above developer has stopped operating. 

„Muir Matters‟ has asked that I comment on the issue 

of the Firbrae Malting Development and the              

consequences for residents. 

I hope this article will go somewhere towards      

clarifying the present position as I know it. To update  

residents and the wider community the following  

information may be beneficial: 

Highland Council, through Ross & Cromarty‟s    

Planning, Legal and T.E.C. Departments have 

worked very closely and effectively   

 regarding this development, to try 

and ensure that in the event of  

default by the Developers        

valuable  assurances to new home 

owners will be available in respect 

of unfinished roads and open 

space  maintenance. These Ross 

& Cromarty departments insisted 

that a bond be lodged and      

Highland Council will hopefully 

be able to call on these monies to 

resolve any  unfinished works in    respect of roads 

and open spaces. Any works and their cost must be 

deemed reasonable. 

The ability to claim or recover monies to satisfy all of 

the issues is extremely sensitive.  Negotiations with 

receivers will have to be undertaken and by no means 

should there be an assumption that there will be a 

quick resolution to any or all problems, but hopefully 

they will be addressed. 

As for future building on site this would be down to 

the new owner of the land (whoever that might be) 

and if they wished to carry on with the existing     

proposed plan would do so in consultation with the 

R&C Planning and related Departments.  

 

URRAY HOUSE UPDATE 

 

After a long period of doubt and confusion over what 

was going to happen to our care home, it was decided 

that tenders would be requested for the building of a 

new 32 bed +, care home in Muir of Ord. Residents, 

their families and staff have been kept fully informed 

and where possible consulted every step of the way 

and this will carry on. 

Approximately next June give or take a few weeks 

COUNCILLOR IN THE  

SPOTLIGHT 

Computer Classes 

Frank & Wendy’s  

Coffee Morning 

the decision will be taken as to which bidder will 

get the contract to build and run the new care home.  

It will be in Muir of Ord and hopefully be in place 

by 2009. In the meantime the current Urray House 

will remain open until the new home is built.  

I, along  with  senior Highland Council officials 

have spoken to the residents, their families and staff 

regularly and   although some still have concerns 

the vast majority are happy with the way we have 

moved this forward in ensuring that we in Muir of 

Ord have a care home that we all will be proud of 

for many years to come.  

 

My Councillor Update, 2006 „Year 3‟ will shortly 

be available around the village.  

 

 

Cllr David Chisholm 

Frank & Wendy Stephen, of Ord Road  would like 

to thank all who supported and helped out at their 

recent Coffee Morning. The sum of £500.00 was 

raised for the Epilepsy Research Foundation. 
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Due to the full colour March edition of  “Muir Matters” proving so successful in the community we have 

bowed to demand and decided that all future issues will be in full colour at the new price of 50 pence. 

Thanks to a grant from the Scottish Executive we have been able to purchase new printers and we  

are confident that our readers will appreciate the superior standard and quality of the print,  

colour photographs and presentation.  

Ingredients - Serves 2 

12oz Skinned Smoked Haddock 

2 tbsps Crème fraiche 

½ oz Diced butter 

5 fl oz Milk 

1 tbsp Fresh chopped chives 

Fresh milled black pepper. 

Method 

Place fish in a large diameter    

frying pan. Season with freshly 

milled pepper, but no salt. Pour in 

the milk, bring to simmering point 

and simmer gently without a cover 

until cooked (pale and opaque) 

approx. 8 - 12 minutes.  

Carefully remove the fish and 

keep warm. Increase the heat and 

add the crème fraiche to the pan. 

Continue to simmer, uncovered for 

2-3 minutes, until the sauce       

reduces and thickens slightly. 

Then whisk in the butter and     

return the fish to the sauce. Scatter 

in the chives. Allow to bubble for 

30 seconds and it‟s ready to serve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Y Tyke 

A Favourite Recipe 

Smoked Haddock with Crème Fraiche and Butter Sauce 

M 
ulbuie Primary School 

children have recently 

been awarded the 

Green Flag Award, the highest 

level achievable from Eco- 

Schools Scotland and is only the 

third school in Highland to attain 

this status. 

Many changes and initiatives have 

been taking place over the last few 

years and the Eco-committee    

(pictured right) have worked     

extremely hard to bring about    

numerous developments. 

In order to achieve Green Flag 

status the school must develop a 

number of areas including health, 

safety environmental issues, sport, 

recycling and community             

involvement. At Mulbuie we have 

a healthy tuck shop  twice weekly, 

cycling events and proficiency, 

toothbrushing, a beautiful garden 

with flowers, vegetables, herbs 

and a willow tunnel, a new all- 

weather   basketball area and „new

-look‟ cloakrooms to name but a 

few. Many of these  

initiatives have involved parental     

participation and it is this, plus the  

enthusiasm of the children that has 

contributed towards the schools 

success.  

MULBUIE GET THE GREEN FLAG 

Muir Matters Price Increase !! 
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A  warm welcome and 

the offer of a „wee 

d r a m‟  me t  t h e        

members of „Muir Matters‟ on a 

recent visit to The Glen Ord    

Distillery to attend a photo-shoot. 

The event came about after the 

distillery made a donation from 

The Diageo Local Citizens Fund 

(LCF) of £600 to our publication.  

You may remember that we    

reported the donation from the 

distillery in Issue 4, „Who says 

nothing happens in The Muir?‟.  

The money was spent on a        hi

-tech camcorder and we hope to 

use it to begin filming very soon.   

One of our projects will be to   

r e c o r d  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h            

well-known local folk and       

capture their stories of days gone 

by.  The members of „Muir     

Matters‟ are presently learning 

how to operate the camcorder, as 

well as how to edit the footage 

taken.  

Barbara Cameron, Lead Guide at 

the visitor centre and a             

representative of LCF, and Jim 

Casey, Operations Manager at 

Teaninich Distillery, Alness, 

were at the distillery to welcome 

us, along with other groups who 

were also receiving awards.   

After our initial welcome,      

Barbara explained that a tour of 

the distillery was available to us 

should time permit, before        

introducing John 

P a u l ,  o u r            

photographer for 

the afternoon. The 

photo-shoot was set

-up swiftly and af-

ter much showing 

of „pearly-whites‟ 

we were informed 

that the shoot was 

„in the bag‟.   

We then had a    

chat with Barbara 

and Jim,  showing 

off our newly bought camcorder, 

as well as taking some photos 

ourselves (see     below.)  Barbara 

then kindly  invited „Muir Mat-

ters‟ to attend the distillery‟s 

forthcoming charity night to raise 

money for local causes.  We were 

delighted to receive the invitation 

and hope to give a full report of 

how it goes in our next issue. 

     

Hazel Chisholm   

‘Glen Ord Distillery Photo-shoot’  

Glen Ord Distillery have asked us to inform our readers that this year‟s Charity Event has been          

postponed until Thursday 12th October. It will run from 7 till 9pm and follow the same format as        

previous events i.e. Tombola, bottle stall, music, art exhibition etc. 

O n Friday 23rd June the Muir of Ord Bowling Club are to hold a "Come and 

Try  Bowling" evening when anyone who fancies trying the game of bowls 

can do so. From 7 p.m. at the Bowling Green a warm  welcome will be given 

to anyone, young or old, who wants to have a go. Bowls will  be supplied and all you 

need is a pair of flat-soled shoes. Tuition will be given by experienced bowlers from 

the Club. Please note that this will be absolutely free. Following the bowling there will 

be a Barbecue - and as it is more or less mid-summer we look forward to a long, 

warm, bright summer evening !!! Should you have any queries please phone Muir of 

Ord 870282 or talk to any member of the Bowling Club. 

The Muir of Ord Amateur Swimming Club 

The Muir of Ord Amateur Swim-

ming Club has been running in the 

village for  a number of years. It is 

open to both  swimmers and non 

swimmers, starting  from age 7 

years and up.  

We attend the Dingwall Swim-

ming pool on a  Monday evening 

between 7.00pm and 9.00pm, 

transport is provided by the club. 

Tuition is offered by the qualified instructors at the pool, and the    

children are placed into groups 

according to how well they can 

swim. Its great fun!  

We have recently had quite a few 

spaces available and anyone        

interested in joining the club 

should phone Allison 871200, 

Stephen 870315  or Gwenda 

871731. 
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HIV MISSION POSSIBLE 
Dottie was interviewed by ‟Muir Matters‟ reporter, 

Hazel Chisholm for this issue of our paper. 

 

D 
ottie Grant was diagnosed with breast   

cancer 13 years ago and while the disease 

is life changing for most, Dottie had no 

idea just how much the cancer would change hers.  

While recovering at home she watched a programme 

about desperately poor  

Romanian children and was crying so much that her 

husband, on returning from work, thought a family 

member had died.  Today Dottie tirelessly fundraises 

for the organisation she has set-up, HIV Mission 

Possible, which takes 

young teenage   

Romanian  children 

with HIV on an annual 

holiday. 

Always a keen fund-

raiser in the past, 

Dottie thought nothing 

of having her head 

shaved in the local 

pub, raising over 

£1,000 for the         

Romanian children 

through Blythswood 

Trust.  Within a few 

years Dottie began travelling to Romania along with 

Blythswood Trust taking truckloads of clothes, toys 

and other essentials over for the children.  Dottie,  

however,   discovered that the children with HIV 

were not getting everything she wished them to 

have.  It was at this stage that Dottie thought she 

would focus specifically on children with HIV and 

taking them on a holiday each year would be the 

ideal treat.  The first holiday was three years ago. 

Dottie chose to help children with HIV because she 

says „they have nothing and they know they are    

going to die‟.  A distinct lack of medication coupled 

with terrible ignorance in Romania about HIV means 

these children are almost forgotten.  Taking them on 

holiday for a week takes a year of fundraising but it 

is all worth it according to Dottie, „I can‟t make 

them better but I can give them a week of fun with 

lots of nice things‟.  The children wait eagerly for 

their summer holiday, this year to be held in a castle 

a few hours drive from the children‟s hometown.  

They spend the week doing crafts, eating good food 

and basically trying to forget about their illness for 

even a short amount of time.   

The children, who spend a lot of their time in       

hospital, are according to Dottie, „amazing‟ and  

continue to inspire the great fundraising that         

increases by the year.  Dottie said she didn‟t have a 

hard job in naming her organisation, HIV Mission 

Possible, hopefully to become a charity soon. „I 

thought, I can‟t cure them but I can help them, so 

everything is possible‟.   

As well as her fundraising, Dottie has a full-time job 

as a support worker, is mother to three grown-up 

children and has nine grandchildren.  Her family 

provide huge support 

for her fundraising, 

helping out whenever 

they can.  Her  

husband, Alistair, 

travels with her all 

the time and didn‟t 

blink when Dottie 

informed him that she 

had given her  

engagement ring to 

one of the children 

with HIV.  Daughters 

Kelly and Nicola 

have lost count of the 

number of car boot sales they have attended. Dottie‟s 

brother, Kenneth MacLennan, is running the  

Edinburgh  marathon in aid of HIV Mission Possible 

and has also played with his group, The Average 

Age Band, raising £1,000,  paying for last years 

 holiday accommodation. 

A number of fundraising events have been organised 

over the coming month including a dance on June 9th 

at the village Hall in Muir of Ord; a Duck Race at 

the Aquadome in Inverness on July 1st and two days 

of fun and crafts for children on 3rd and 10th July also 

at the village hall.  The money for the return flights 

to Romania are paid for by Dottie and Alistair, so 

every penny raised goes to the children.  Dottie will 

be raising money right up until the last minute as she 

travels to Romania this year on July 20th for ten 

days.  

  

For any enquiries on the above events or if you wish 

to donate money, please contact Dottie on 01463 

870685. 

Did you ever wonder………….. 

why lemon drinks are made with artificial flavouring, but washing-up liquid is made with real lemons? 
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JogScotland comes to Muir of Ord! 

W 
e are a bit of a motley crew, as you can 

see – but our group has been going now 

since 19th April – and almost every week 

new members join.  Why?  Well we do sometimes 

wonder, especially as most Wednesdays, just at the 

time we set off, the heavens open and it blows a 

gale….!  Undeterred, we carry on and it‟s fun.   

This is a beginners jogging group – no previous   

experience required and age is absolutely no barrier 

– as you can see.  All you need is comfy clothing 

and a pair of trainers. 

We begin each session by warming up – then we 

„jog/walk‟ – jog 1 minute, walk 2 minutes.  Some of 

the group – mainly those who have been in the group 

since 19th April, have progressed to more jogging 

and less walking.  Everyone is encouraged to do it at 

their own pace. 

Three of us have trained as JogScotland Leaders/

Coaches – Hazel Keiro who lives near Achnasheen, 

and Paul McGowan who lives in Fortrose and me.  

Most weeks, we are all with the group, but not     

always.  If there are 2 or more of us, then we split so 

that members of the group who wish, can go further 

and faster, and others can take it easier at the rear. 

Although we meet only once a week, most of the 

group jog at least one other time – either on their 

own or with a pal.  It becomes addictive! 

By exercising gently and regularly you can: 

 Have more energy 

 Make new friends (we have a rule that you 

must chat while jogging!) 

 Feel better about yourself 

 Help with weight loss 

 Sleep better 

Being more active can also have specific health 

benefits by reducing the risk of: 

 Heart disease 

 Certain cancers 

 Strokes 

 Diabetes 

 High blood pressure 

 Brittle bones 

And it can:  

 Relieve depression, anxiety and mood swings 

 Prolong your independence as you grow 

older. 

It‟s never too late to change your lifestyle – what-

ever your age.  Jogging has transformed my life and 

I want others to benefit the way I have. I had lots of 

encouragement when I started at the age of 59 and a 

few years down the line, I‟m still at it. 

Interested in joining us?  Meet at the Library  

entrance (opposite the SPAR) just before 1.30 pm 

every Wednesday afternoon.  We finish there at 2.30 

pm.  Also, in addition to that group, I am starting an 

evening group on Wednesdays, same meeting point, 

at 7 pm – finishing at 8 pm during July and August – 

start date, Wednesday 5th July. Just turn up, or you 

can ring me for further information. 01463 870237. 

 

Joan Munro 
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YEAR OF HIGHLAND CULTURE 2007  
DEVELOPING A SCIENCE FAIR 

 
Plans are moving forward for the Year of Highland Culture 

in 2007, with its six strands. For one of the strands,  
science, an idea is taking shape for a Highland Science 

Festival, spread out over four localities across the 
Highland area, with three days at each venue in turn. 

Each venue would have a variety of events, and amongst these 
there would be a core group of events on a particular theme. One of the areas would be 

Inverness but the choice of the other three is still open, so a search is taking place. 
 

The two key criteria in the choice are (1) the availability of an  
interesting local theme, and (2) the 

existence of a strong local community spirit. 
 

Muir of Ord stands out in both these categories. A strong theme would be the life and work 
of Willie Logan, which would bring in engineering topics such as dam construction and  

hydro-electric power generation, and indeed the origin of Loganair. This theme could be 
expressed in for instance a day of talks, or an exhibition. For other events in the local three
-day programme, a variety of topics could be brought in. For instance, for astronomy, the 
events across the Highlands will be getting strong support from the Royal Observatory of 

Edinburgh and from Highlands Astronomical Society, so it will be possible to have  
visiting speakers as well as a travelling planetarium. Other interesting subjects might be 

geology, landscape, food and drink - the possibilities are wide-ranging. What works well in 
a science festival is a good mix of local and visiting speakers, and a wide range of ideas. 
The aim is to get something for everyone in the programme - for all ages and interests. 

And of course I know from first-hand experience in recent years about the strength of the 
community spirit in the Muir.  

So I'm keen to find out if there would be interest in a Muir of Ord involvement in the plans 
for a Highland Science Festival. If the Black Isle Show ground was a focal point for it, the 
three-day event could develop into a Black Isle Science Festival which might then have  

sufficient momentum to take off and become an annual event.  
 

To find out interest, a meeting is being organised locally in Tarradale Primary 
School (GP Room) on the evening of 

 

Tuesday 20th June at 7.30 pm  
 

I'll look forward to seeing a good turnout on the night, and hearing what everyone thinks 
of the idea. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
With best wishes, Howie Firth  
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Local Services 

4, 6, & 8 SEATERS 
Early Morning Service Available 

CORRIE HIRE 
 

PRIVATE HIRE TAXI 
Muir of Ord 01463 870568 

16 Corrie Gardens        Proprietor C MacLeod 

 

 

     

 

Lots of cards and treats  
in store now for 

Fathers Day 

Sunday 18th June 
 

Bouquets of all sizes from £5.00 to £50.00 
(Please allow 2 working days for orders) 

 

 
WE OFFER FREE DELIVERY 

WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS  
OF MUIR OF ORD 

 

01463 870298 

REFLEXOLOGY 
 

Treatment of the whole body 

through reflex areas in the feet 

and hands 

 

Susan Bennetta, MIIR (Regd) 

West Lodge, Highfield, Muir of Ord 

Also Home Visits 

01463 - 871900 

MUIR OF ORD 

POST OFFICE 
For all your Postal Services 

 Toys * Cards * Confectionery * 

Faxing & Photo Copying  

New Wool Range now in Stock 

Telephone 01463 870250 

CHIQUE BOUTIQUE 
HAIR  & TANNING 

    SALON 
 

Matrix Products 
Professional Colouring & Cutting 

 
FORBES BUILDINGS, MUIR OF ORD 

Tel: 01463 870 054 

Culture Cuts 
Professional Ladies & Gents 

Hair Salon 
 

Customers will be delighted to hear that 
Donna  is now back with us, on  

Fridays & Saturdays 

 

Logan Buildings, Muir of Ord, 01463 870205 

 LEONARDO LABANCA 

 KITCHEN FITTER 

 

       JOINER & 

 CABINET MAKER 

 

 

 07717235423 

 01349865191 

Floral Creations 
by 

Florrie Macgruer 
 

59 Highfield Circle 
Muir of Ord 

Tele; 01463 870431 
 

Flowers for all occasions 
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Weekly Activities & Diary Dates in the Muir 

School Calendar Session 2005/2006 

Open Close 

Tuesday 

15th August 06 

Friday 

6th October 06 

Monday 

23rd October 2006 

Thursday 

21st December 2006 

Monday 

8th January 07 

Friday  

30th March 07 

Tuesday 

16th April 07 

Friday 

28th June 07 

  

Thursday 15th & Thursday 29th June 

Toddler Rhyme Times in the Library 

(See Page 18 for more details) 

**** 

Friday June 23rd from 7.00pm 

Bowling Green 

„Come & Try Bowling Evening‟ followed by a 

Barbecue ( for further details see Page 4) 

**** 

Monday July 3rd to Friday July 7th 

Holiday Bible Club 

(for further details see Page 18) 

**** 

Commencing 

Wednesday 5th July @ 7.00pm 

Weekly Beginners Jogging Meet in the Square 

**** 

July 12th, 21st & 27th 

Yet more fun in the Library 

(See page 18 for more details) 

Monday’s  
In the Village Hall 

Bodybalance @ 10am to 11am  

Scottish Country Dance Group 7.30pm  

In the Free Church Hall, West Road 

Mother & Toddler Afternoon  

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Scrabble Club meets @ 2.00pm. 

Meet in the Square 

Swimming Club, contact 01463 870332 

 

Tuesday’s  
In the Free Church, West Road 

Mother & Toddler morning  

 In the Old School  

Art Group @ 7pm 

 

Wednesday’s  
In the Village Hall 

Babyzone from 9.30 to 11.00am  

(for more details see below)  

Lunch Club @ 12 noon 

Meet in the Square 

Beginners Jogging @ 1.30pm 

also 

Healthways Step-it-up Walking Group @ 2pm 

 

Thursday’s  
In the Village Hall 

Egyptian Belly Dancing @ 10am 

Healthways Social Dance Class @ 2.30 to 4pm 

In Tarradale School 

Bridge Club @ 7pm  

 

Friday’s  
In the Village Hall 

Fun Fitness @ 10.30am 

Kinder Gym from 11.30am to 2.15pm 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Challengers for academy age @ 7.30pm 

 

Saturday’s  
In the Old School 

Art Group 10am to 12 noon 

 

It is advisable to check with respective  

organisations re their summer breaks. 

Drop in Baby Clinic and Parent & Toddler group  

(pre-playgroup age) 

Every other Wednesday 9.30 to 11.00am in the     

Village Hall. Phone Health Visitor for    

information (783403) 

Brownies, Scouts, Beavers and Cubs (for further  

Details) contact editor@muirmatters.co.uk  

or Telephone 01463 870822 

Babyzone 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PUBLICISE YOUR 

SERVICES IN  

‘MUIR MATTERS’ NEWSLETTER? 

For further details contact 

Maureen Thomson on 01463 870365 

‘Muir Matters’ is supported by  

The Highland  Council  
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The Really Really Useful Page 
Shopmobility Highland 

Shopmobility is a service providing, electric scooters, powered and manual 

chairs,  that give you freedom to get about the town easily. This helps people 

who have limited mobility, long or short term, or visual/hearing impairments 

access to shops and to use other facilities in Inverness and Dingwall.  

The service can also provide you with an escort if you require any assistance 

with your shopping, and if you are travelling by public transport chairs can be 

arranged to meet you on your arrival. 

For further information please contact either;  

Falcon Gallery, Car Park Level 2, Eastgate Centre, Inverness, IV2 3PR on  

Telephone 01463 717624 or email shopmo@omn.net  or 

Nicol‟s Court, Dingwall, IV15 9SW; Telephone 01349 866040 or email 

shopmobility.dingwall@ecosse.net 

 Opening Times; Inverness Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 5.00pm.  
Dingwall; Monday to Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm 

Telephone Numbers 
Doctor‟s Surgeries 

Strathlene, Muir of Ord 01463 870843 

Croyard Rd, Beauly  01463 782794 

Dingwall Med. Group  01349 863030 

Aird Practice, Beauly  01463 782214 

Chemist 

Muir of Ord Pharmacy - 01463 870806 

Hospitals 

Raigmore - 01463 704000 

Ross Memorial - 01349 863313 

„NHS 24‟ - 08454 24 24 24 

Samaritans 

0845 7909090 

Inverness - 01463 713456 

Alcohol DrinkLine 

Freefone - 0800 917 8282 

Childline 

Freefone - 0800 1111 

National Drugs Helpline 

Freefone 0800 77 66 00 

 

Citizens Advice Bureau 
Dingwall Office - Visit or write to us at 4 Church 

Street, Dingwall, IV15 9SB 

Phone: 01349 864850 Fax: 01349 862898 or 

email :adviser@DingwallCAB.casonline.org.uk 

Office Hours; 10.00 to 2.00 Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Friday 

We are always looking for new volunteers. 

HAVE YOU REGISTERED YET? 

Why not register your mobile  phone free of charge on the National Mobile Phone Register by      
visiting www.immobilise.com. The information given can help the Police to return lost or stolen 
phones to their rightful owners. It also enables a bar to be placed on the phone‟s SIM card which  

prevents unauthorised use whilst out of your hands. Phones can only be registered through the    
website. Before you go on-line, you need a note of your phone‟s serial number. You can obtain this 

by keying *#06# into the handset, the 15-digit number immediately appears. If you aren‟t on-line at 
home, the library will provide help and Internet access.  

Ross-shire Women's Aid  

We provide refuge, support and 

information to women children and 

young people who have experienced 

Domestic Abuse. To speak to some-

one confidentially please telephone 

01349 863568  Monday to Friday 

10am to 5pm (24 hour answering 

service) 

Telephone Preference Service (TPS) 

Are you are fed up with unwanted and 

unsolicited telephone calls?  

You can register free of charge for this 

service when you do not want to receive 

direct marketing calls. 

Call 0845 07 007 07: 24 hours a day,     

7 days a week. 

This is an automated service. 

The Handy Person Service 

This service is available to pensioners over 60 and those with 
a disability, who find it difficult or impossible to undertake 
small jobs around their homes. 

Some examples of tasks undertaken are fitting and hanging 
curtains, moving furniture around the house, replacing     

washers, unblocking drains, cleaning gutters (single storey) 
and much more. For more information phone 01349 884774. 

Council Services 

Councillor Chisholm 

01463 871681 

david.chisholm.cllr@highland.gov.uk 

*** 

Highland Council - 01463 702000 

*** 

Council: Refuse Collection 

01349 863381 

*** 

Dingwall Leisure Centre 

01349 864226 

*** 

M.O.O. Service Point - 01463 870201 

*** 

Schools 

Dingwall Academy - 01349 863071 

Mulbuie - 01349 861289 

Tarradale - 01463 870484 

*** 

Police 

Muir of Ord - 01463 870222 

Crime Stoppers - 0800 555 111 

*** 

Post Office - 01463 870250 

*** 

„Handy Person Service‟ 

01349 884774  

Pets & Animals 
Cat Protection League: 01463 225138 

Highland Reptile Rescue: 01862 842637 

RSPB: 01463 715000 

SSPCA: 01463 230206 

Do you have a useful 

telephone number that 
you could share with us? 
Please get in touch and 

we will add it to our 
Really Really Useful 

Page.  

Whilst every care is taken to 

ensure accuracy, the editors of 

‘Muir Matters’ take no          

responsibility for errors of    

articles  submitted. 

mailto:adviser@DingwallCAB.casonline.org.uk
http://valuemobiles.at/cardoffer?LID=mp&DURL=http://www.t-mobile.co.uk/Dispatcher?menuid=m18_relax_150_text_5140i
http://valuemobiles.at/cardoffer?LID=mp&DURL=http://www.t-mobile.co.uk/Dispatcher?menuid=m18_relax_150_text_5140i
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The Really Really Useful Page 2 
Train Times to and from The Muir 

Muir of Ord to Inverness 

Monday to Saturday 

0754, 0936, 1017, 1116, 1348, 1408, 1559, 1628, 1724,  

1857, 1946, 2013 & 2235  

Sunday  

1242, 1540, 1544, 1724, 1957 
 

 

 
 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0714, 0853, 0915, 1039, 1052, 1144, 1241, 1433, 

 1703, 1753, 1815 & 2039 

Sunday  

1056, 1118, 1800, 1815   

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 

Monday to Saturday 

0734, 0914, 0938, 1103, 1116, 1205, 1304, 1455,  

1726, 1814, 1837 & 2059 

Sunday  

1116, 1138, 1823, 1838 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0744, 0925, 1007, 1052, 1337, 1400, 1550, 1619 

1715, 1849, 1936, 2004 & 2225 

Sunday 

1233, 1530, 1535, 1715  

 

From June 11th 2006 to December 9th 2006 

Library Opening Hours 
Monday 

10 am  – 12..30 pm 

2 - 5 pm and 6 - 8 pm 

Thursday 

10 am - 12.30 pm 

and 

6 - 8 pm 

Friday 

2 - 5 pm 

 

Telephone/Fax 01463 870196 

Talking books for adults and children are available and a 

selection of magazines can be read on the premises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the many other services supplied by the Library are 

photocopying, internet access and Fax facilities. 

Various telephone directories are kept on site and a notice board 

in the corridor advertises local services and events. 

Bus Times to and from  

The Muir 
Muir of Ord to Inverness 

Monday to Friday 

6.40, 7.15 & hourly from 8.05 to17.05, 18.13, 19.17, 20.17, 

22.17, 23.45 plus 10.35 via Tore & the Retail Park 

Saturday  

6.40, 8.16 then as Mon/Fri until 17.05 but excluding 10.35 

plus 18.18, 19.22, 20.17, 22.17 & 23.45 

Sunday  

11.42, 13.42, 15.42, 17.42 & 19.42 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Friday 

Hourly from 7.45 to 14.45 then 16.00, 17.00, 18.00, 19.30, 

21.00 and 23.00 plus 12.15, 14.35(Sch only)  

Saturday 

8.00, Hourly from 8.45 to 14.45 then 16.00, 17.05, 18.05, 

19.30, 21.00 & 23.00 

Sunday 

10.00, 12.00, 14.00, 16.00 & 18.20 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 

Monday to Friday 

 Hourly from 8.23 to 15.23 then 16.35, 17.40, 18.44, & 

21.44 plus 12.50 and 15.10  

Saturday 

8.38, Hourly from 9.23 to 15.23 plus 16.38,17.45,  

18.49 & 21.44 

Sunday 

10.35, 12.35, 14.35, 16.35 & 18.55 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 

All times from the Royal Hotel 

Monday to Friday 

8.50, 9.45, 10.15, 10.50, 11.50, 12.45, 13.50, 14.50, 15.50, 

16.50, 17.58, 19.05 & 22.05  

Saturday 

7.56, 8.50. 9.45, 10.50, 11.50, 12.45, 13.50, 14.50, 15.50, 

16.50, 18.03, 19.10 & 22.05  

Sunday 

11.31, 13.31, 15.31, 17.31 & 19.31  

 

No new Timetable available at time of printing 

Hidden Cost of Telephone ‘Help’ Lines! 
Did you know that calls to 0870 or 0845 may be costing     

you up to 7.5p per minute (of which the company gets                 

2-3p)? 

To look up alternative numbers and avoid excessive charges 

go to www.Saynoto0870.com  
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The next issue of ‘Muir Matters’ will be on sale from  

Early September 2006,  

Please note new price of 50 pence. 

Any articles for inclusion must be submitted by our deadline 

of Monday 21st August 2006 

Gordon’s Gout!*!*!*!* 
Gordon, sorry but word is out. 

It's not a bunion but bl**dy GOUT! 
Hobbling round Tesco your face was a picture. 

This ailment's not for the poor but the richer. 
 

They say, _____________________________  
Too much red wine, good living, rich food  

Doesn't do your joints any good. 

They may be inflamed just now but I hope,  
When you bend down in the shower 

You can still find the soap! 
Kate MacIver 

News From Tarradale 

Tarradale School Netball Teams, on Saturday 13th 

May, won the Ross-shire Primary Schools‟ Sports 

Association Netball Tournament for the second year 

running! 

Well done Tarradale..!! 

 

Tarradale Primary 7 Children’s Trip to  

Abernethy Outdoor Centre, Nethybridge. 

Week beginning 12th June – 16th June. 

Tarradale Primary 7 children head off to their       

residential experience at the Abernethy Outdoor 

Centre at Nethybridge. This is an annual event in 

our busy School calendar. The children experience  

various activities e.g. canoeing, abseiling, rock 

climbing, archery, silver maze, problem-solving. 

The emphasis is on building self-confidence,  

self-esteem, co-operation, working together. 

The experience is enjoyed immensely by the  

children and believe it or not by the accompanying 

staff! 

Health Promotion Week 

 

As part of our Health Promotion Week (29th May-2nd 

June) Beauly fire Brigade gave the Nursery children 

and Primary 1,2 and 3 a talk about fire safety and a 

short video. 

This was just one of the many activities organised 

for the week which focussed on promoting lots of 

activities, healthy eating through our Healthy Tuck 

Shop and with the help of Commercial Operations, 

road safety education. Activity Workshops included 

belly/Egyptian Dancing provided by Morag 

MacKinnon, Dance festival, Cricket and Circuits 

provided by OSH and the Active Schools‟     

Coordinator, Rugby, a Fitness Session provided by 

an Instructor from Fitness First Gym in Inverness. 

The week culminates in a Fun Run by all the  

children (and some staff!) on Friday afternoon. 

 

Household Waste 

Recycling Centre, Dingwall 

Opening Hours 

Mon - Tues - Thurs - Fri - 10.15am - 5.00pm 
Wed - 10.15am - 6.30pm 

Sat - Sun - 9.30am - 5.00pm 

Please note that the Centre closes for lunch  
2pm -2.30pm daily 

Please help recycling by separating the material 
before going to the site. 

Using the correct containers for each of the  

materials listed below. 
Cans - Car batteries - Cardboard - Electrical  

Appliances - Engine oil - Garden Waste - Gas  

cylinders - Glass bottles - Paper - Rubble & soil -

Scrap metal - Textiles -Tyres - White goods  

& Wood 

For more information call 01349 868440 
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sequel to “life on the high street” 

M 
emories of life on "The 

High Street". This was 

like going back in time 

so identifiable with myself with 

one little difference. Same  

experience only in Edinburgh. I 

was laughing with myself when I 

read this article. Could hardly 

 believe the scenario so familiar to 

me  

actually took place in a rural  

village.  My picture, way back 

then of village life was rose  

covered cottages, no tenements as 

in the city and certainly no  

communal "Loos". But yes the 

bath in the kitchen was a real  

picture there. I was brought up in a 

large Victorian flat in Edinburgh 

with not only a bathroom but a 

separate loo.  So it was quite a  

cultural shock to start married life 

in a nice flat but the loo which was 

shared was on the next landing 

away in the Garret, this was quite 

scary in the dark but endured for 

over three years. Bathing was 

done at the public baths or at my 

folks, and with no hot water  

washing was done at the "Wash 

House". This was my life for over 

3 years until moving into a flat 

with all mod cons. "Bliss" Thank 

you BG for a lovely memorable 

and happy trip down memory lane. 

Believable now, this also  

happened in village life dispelling 

my dream of rural living as I saw 

it then in my mind‟s eye. 

Muir Matters great edition as per 

usual so full of news and events 

thanks to all who bring Muir  

Matters into our home and to share 

with family and friends.  I was a 

little late in reading it this time as I 

was busy celebrating my birthday 

which simply went on and on 

great fun.  Think the "age" 

 situation is getting to me will 

have to login again can't remember 

my details!!!!! that reminds me 

There are 3 things which happen 

to you as you get "Older" Your 

memory begins to go and sadly I 

can‟t remember the other 2. I rest 

my case.... 

MH 

March‟s  “Life on the High Street” article by BG certainly proved a talking point within the village.  

It also elicited three pieces of correspondence which we are more than happy to reproduce below  

for our readers enjoyment.   

The Muir School – 1940’s 

I  never think of the School as 

Tarradale School, always The 
Muir School. 

Today when I go to the Library 

through the same old door, I still feel 
I should tiptoe, if I am rushing. I stop 

short; did I hear a voice from the 
past? “You must not run in the       
corridor”, after 60 years it seems like 

only yesterday. 
So many wonderful memories, the 

white tiles in the toilet, I see they are 
still there. The Staff Room door 
(Private) if only it could talk what 

stories it could tell. No pupil was   
allowed inside its hallowed precincts 

without a very good reason, maybe 
something special, maybe not so   
special. Even the old wooden floor is 

still in the corridor, how many foot-
prints down the years? So sad the 

clock has gone, I can still relive the 
sinking feeling when I would be 
asked to go out into the corridor and 

come back and tell the time. As a 
small child it took me a very long 
time to master the timepiece and I can 

still remember standing gazing at the 
large round face trying to count the 

figures and hoping someone would 
come along and tell me the time! 

Each room was different, the doors 
with their brass knobs, the high    
ceilings, the lovely pitch pine wood, 

maybe if am quiet I can hear the 
voices again! The blackboard, the 

chalk, the desks, the inkwells, I once 
carefully inserted the end of my 
friends pigtail (she had the desk in 

front of mine) into the inkwell on my 
desk. As she tossed her head the    
pigtail swung round narrowly missing 

Miss Urquhart who was advancing 
down the aisle, it still fills me with 

dread. 
Winter with the open fire, the coal 

scuttles.  
I was a country child and didn‟t go 
home at lunch time (no school meals) 

so I ate my lunch at the fireside. The 
bottles of milk, the orange juice and 

the dreaded Cod Liver Oil, I can still 
taste it! 
The strap; need I elaborate, the one 

and only time I held out my trembling 
hand to Miss MacLennan was for 
talking in class! 

 
Continued on page 16 
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T he Plant and Baking sale 

that took place on Saturday 

20th May in the village square 

was to raise much needed funds 

for the Outdoor Bowling Club. 

No sooner had the volunteers    

arrived to set up the tables and  

gazebo when the customers 

started to arrive. 

There were lots of bedding 

plants, tomato plants, seedlings,  

hanging baskets, rhubarb and lots 

of lovely homemade 

cakes on sale; all being  

snapped up by villagers 

and passers-by. 

The sale was expected 

to last from 10 - 12 

noon but it proved so 

popular that by 

11.15am everything 

was sold and all cleared 

away. 

 

***** 

T he accompanying Bottle 

Stall was run by „Muir     

Matters‟ Communication 

Group.  

Like the Bowling Club we 

were delighted by the        

villagers generosity in  

response to our plea for  

bottles.  

Bottles of all descriptions from 

Whisky to Engine oil and Wine 

to Bubble Bath were up for 

grabs! 

The Outdoor Bowlers took over 

£400 and the Communications 

Group topped £150. 

We would like to give a huge 

thank you to everyone who  

supported the event. 

T he new Bowling season has got underway, 

albeit erratically and hesitantly. This has 

got nothing whatsoever to with the          

undoubted enthusiasm of the Bowling Club       

members - it has been caused by the dreadful 

weather conditions which have prevailed since the 

opening day on April 22nd. In spite of this the   

Bowling Green is in excellent condition and a joy to 

play upon. 

Muir of Ord Bowling Club has approximately thirty-

five members at present, and it has been in existence 

for the best part of fifty years. The story goes that 

that in the late 1950's following the building of the 

Pavilion, discussions took place on whether a   

Bowling Green or a Tennis Court should be         

constructed, and it was decided that a Bowling 

Green would best serve the needs of the community. 

Membership of the Bowling Club is open to all and 

new members are very welcome. Don‟t worry if you 

have never played the game before as coaching will 

be freely given and the Club has sets of bowls which 

may be borrowed until such time as you     decide to 

acquire your own. All you need is a pair of flat-soled 

shoes. This is to ensure that the green does not get 

damaged. 

The Club meets every Wednesday and Saturday eve-

nings throughout the season (April 22-September 

30) for what is called in bowling parlance "Spoon 

Nights". Actually what happens is everyone puts 

their name on a list then they draw a disc from a dish 

which tells them what rink or team they are in! The 

winners used to win a spoon, but nowadays pens are 

the prizes! It's all good fun and the crack is excellent. 

All of the experienced bowlers are more than willing 

to give help and advice to learners. 

The image of the game of Bowls has changed dra-

matically over the past few years. Not so long ago it 

was looked upon as a pastime for retired people 

only, but nowadays people of all ages are playing the 

game. This renewed interest has been greatly        

assisted by the TV coverage given to Bowls Cham-

pionships at National and International levels. 

So go on- give it a go! Come along to the Muir of 

Ord Bowling Club - a very warm welcome awaits 

you. 

K Howie,  Club Secretary 

SUCCESS ON A WET & WINDY SATURDAY MORNING 

Muir of Ord Bowling Club 

Well, dinner would have been splendid….if the wine had been as cold as the soup,  

the beef as rare as the service, the brandy as old as the fish, and the maid as willing as the Duchess. 

Quote by Winston Churchill 
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Letters to the Editor 

Whilst we welcome and look forward to receiving letters and articles for publication in „Muir Matters‟  

we  reserve the  right to alter or amend them as we deem necessary.  

Please send any correspondence along with your name, address and telephone number to the  address on page 19. 

D ear Editor 

 

As an English reader of Scottish 

parents reading „Muir Matters‟ I 

was disappointed to read the     

English disease of vandalism and 

litter has arrived at Muir of Ord. 

How lucky you all are living 

where you do; not in a crumbling 

inner city. Your community    

leaders  are bending over         

backwards to help make a better 

environment for the young, not so 

young and old. Where has respect 

gone? Respect starts in the home 

with each other, parents and    

children, outside    towards teach-

ers, the police and our elders. 

Please stop vandalism and litter 

now showing you respect others 

within the community and the 

Highland Council can use their  

allocated money on better          

facilities for you all to enjoy. 

Good luck to „Muir Matters‟ 

Christine Lochhead Moon 

Baildon, West Yorkshire 

Handy Person Service 

This is an excellent service for the 

elderly and disabled. 

Have no fear of allowing them into 

your home. The person who has 

come to help me is so helpful, 

friendly and a good worker. When 

he leaves you would never know 

that he had been working in the 

house. 

Types of work which can be     

carried out are:- 

Changing curtains and putting up 

rails. Renewing bath and shower 

sealant. Putting up 

pictures and moving 

furniture.    Fitting 

smoke alarms and 

changing light 

bulbs. Fitting 

shelves and altering 

doors   following the     

fitting of new carpets. 

A good service and as they say 

USE IT OR LOSE IT 

Margo Smith 

 

(see page 8 for more information) 

Dear Editor 

Having read the letter referring to 
dog fouling problems and the     
comments from the Dog Warden in 

your last Issue it occurred to me that 
desperate measures are called for. 

It has recently been reported in the 
press that two councils, one in    
Scotland and one on Isle of Man are 

fighting back to combat this very anti
-social  problem. These councils are 

sending out their   officers to  collect 
DNA samples of dog mess from 
pavements and public areas. The 

sample can then be compared with 
DNA taken from dogs that are 

known offenders.  
Their owners then face almost      
incontestable evidence that could 

lead to court and a fine. 
What about it Highland Council? 
Name & Address supplied 

I 
 have received the latest    

edition of 'Muir Matters' 

which fea tur es  Davie     

Campbell and I, it is very good so 

thank you very much.  We have 

obviously been stitched up by our 

families providing old photo-

graphs for your "Notes on the 

Boys" Kissed or not Kissed? 

That's another story! Chis, good to 

hear that Walter Smith has been 

interested in using you, I have en-

joyed the banter.  I would just like 

to say that "I would want you in 

my team with or without your 

sticks"! 

I have now returned from Iraq and 

it is good to be back with my   

family although the weather is a 

bit cold.  Davie Campbell and the 

remainder of the Battalion return 

in a fortnight's time.  After a cou-

ple of weeks back here in Falling-

bostel, everyone will escape for 

some leave which they are all 

looking forward to.   

The community's support is very 

much appreciated. I will continue 

to read 'Muir Matters' with         

interest.  Please keep up the hard 

work which I know is very much 

appreciated by everyone in the 

Muir.  

Major Brian Ross 

1st Bn The Highlanders 

 

This is an extract from an email 

received by  our Chairperson on 

the 4th April following our front 

page coverage of „Good Morning 

Basra‟ in our March Edition.  

Ed. 

Dear Editor 

I would like to relate my fears at  
almost being knocked down on the 
crossing outside the Post Office. As I 

stood at the crossing a bus approach-
ing from Beauly stopped to allow me 

to cross. On reaching the middle of 
the road an impatient 4x4 driver 
chose this exact time to overtake the 

bus. Luckily for the me at the last 
moment I was seen, and the female 

driver managed to stop in the nick of 
time. 
The crossing is on a long clear 

stretch of road and there is really no 
excuse for not seeing pedestrians and 

stopping.  
I value my life. 
One very cross pedestrian 

Mrs B Brown, Muir of Ord 

Did you ever wonder……………………. 

…..why you never see the headline “Psychic Wins Lottery”? 

…..who tastes dog food when it has a “new & improved” flavour? 
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They were such  special 

people, dedicated teach-
ers, Miss Mckay the little 
ones loved her and she 

loved them, she even tried 
to teach me to sing. Miss 

MacLennan always beau-
tifully groomed, her gold 
framed glasses, not a hair 

out of place; the biggest 
boy in the class quailed at 

her command. Dear Miss 
Urquhart, the qualie, her 
precise command of the 

English language. 

Mr Fowler, what can 
I say Headmaster, 
amateur actor and 

raconteur. Friday 
night was the high-

light of our week, 
Mr Fowler would 
read us a story com-

plete with actions 
etc. I can still see 

him march up and 
down waving his 
arms to emphasize a 

point, we sat spellbound whether it 

was Pinochio or Kidnapped. How 
privileged we were to have been 
taught by Mr Fowler and these    

wonderful ladies who not only gave 
us such a first class education but also 

taught us so many other valuable  
lessons. Good manners, kindness, 
consideration for others, a love of 

animals, birds and of course the jam 

jars of wild flowers and tadpoles. 

I know I will always be grateful as so 

many more of my generation to the 
Muir School.                            Anon. 

The Muir School – 1940’s  Continued from Page 13 

FOND WARTIME MEMORIES OF MUIR OF ORD 

“These are extracts of some the recent letters from 

Mr Richard Maudsley of Accrington in Lancashire. 

A friend of the MacLeod family in West Road, 

Muir of Ord, Mr Maudsley was kind enough to 

share some of his wartime memories of our village 

with us and to give us an insight into the journey 

he and so many others made during those years.”  

 

W hilst visiting Muir of Ord recently, I was able 

to read your story (Muir  Matters, Issue 5) 

about the  village in the 1940‟s  that I so fondly     

remember, and as you stated, the main street was the 

village. 

At the end of the war my Regiment (1st Mountain 

Regt.) returned „home‟ to Muir of Ord to disband. 

Our Nissen-Hut billets and Mule Stables were at the 

edge of the Golf Course, the Vehicle Park was down 

the road where all the new industry has built up and I 

remember a little café just over the bridge where the 

lads called in for our “char and wad”.  

The 1st Mountain Regt, was part of the 52nd      

Lowland Division. After we landed in Holland we  

advanced by pushing through into Belgium and 

clearing the port of Antwerp and then fought our 

way through into the heart of  Germany. As you can 

imagine this fast movement could not have been 

made with the mules we had and the Regiment 

quickly became mechanised to „Jeep & 

Trailer‟  (towing, not carrying the guns).  

The small 3.7 Howitzer Guns could be taken to 

pieces and carried to upstairs rooms to be fired from 

elevated positions during close fighting, because 

during the advance some batteries of the Regiment 

supported Commando Units. The Commandos, of 

course, also trained in Scotland (Spean Bridge).  Our 

advance finally ended at Neustadt in Holstein, north 

of Lubeck. At the end of hostilities Brigadier Derek 

Mills-Roberts expressed his appreciation for our 

Regiment‟s needed support. 

On returning to Scotland we had a short stay at 

Brucklay Castle at Maud near Peterhead before 

reaching our final destination of Muir of Ord where 

the Regiment was finally disbanded. 

I hope this hasn‟t been too much „army talk‟ for you 

and thank you for recalling some very happy    

memories. 

 

Richard Maudsley 
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On Friday 14th April a few of 

Muir Matters young reporters 

landed at Moray Firth Radio 

Station to interview a few of 

the DJ‟s and generally size up 

what goes on in local radio.  

This is how their day worked 

out: 
 

When we went to visit MFR 

we were greeted by Mr Duncan 

Chisholm. I imagined the 

station to be small, but was 

wrong because its actually 

biggish! We got a tour of the 

station and got to meet every-

one in the MFR crew. They are 

all very nice and like to have a 

good laugh! On the tour we 

were shown how to put all the 

music on and how they do the 

news and stuff. They use like 

 

an mp3 sort of 

way of putting it 

onto the  

computer. It's 

really quite 

complicated 

to run all 

these  

machines 

and I  

personally think 

you have to be reasonably  

clever to do that..!! 

 

After the tour we got to meet 

Gary and Nikki. They are 

really nice people and we were 

lucky enough to interview 

them! Well I know for sure that  

Rebecca, Joanne and I 

were really quite shy 

but we did get a few 

words and laughs 

out!  

I liked the  

interview  

because they 

told us what 

it was like 

being a D.J 

and that it was a 

really good thing 

to do. They were 

also talking 

about their rivals (which I 

won‟t mention partly because I 

can't remember who they   

 

were!) and how much they got 

paid (which I also can't  re-

member how much they got!)  

 

Gary said that if he wasn‟t in 

radio he would like to have 

joined the police, and we     

discovered that Nikki was a 

solicitor before becoming a 

radio presenter. After the 

whole thing we got these 

goodie bags with a pen, a mug 

and a little bear to stick up on 

windows! We also got a free 

tote bag in which we got all the 

goodies in! Over all I enjoyed 

the experience and if 

you ever have the 

chance to go there then 

I'd advise you to do it! 

It has changed my 

mind and know I want 

to be a D.J along with         

Rebecca and Joanne (I 

think!!) 

 

By Sarah Harcus 

 

If you would like to join the 

young reporters on one of 

their trips then contact Muir 

Matters on 01463 870822 or 

Martha Chisholm 01463 

870033 

 

 

 Young Voices 
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The Holiday Bible Club takes place every year in the summer holidays. It is on the 3rd July 

to the 7th July at 10:30-12:30. 

It takes place in the Church of Scotland, Seaforth Road, Muir-Of-Ord. The theme this year 

is Land Lubbers, based on the book of Philippians. We will be hunting for God‟s treasure, 

playing on a desert island and will be doing crafts and games and hearing God‟s stories, 

singing songs and learning memory verses from the bible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We hope to give out Application forms through the schools but if for some reason you don‟t get one please 

contact  Carole MacDonald, Failte, 2 The Meadows, Muir of Ord. Tel: 01463 871039. “ 

 

STORYTELLING 

 

Wednesday 12th July  10.30am 

 

Bob Pegg storytelling. 

Particularly suitable for 7-12 

years, but families welcome. 

 

 

Friday 21st July    11am - 12 noon 

 

Sonsie Music 

All age groups welcome 

 

TODDLER RHYME TIME 

Do you love to sing and play? 

Then come to rhyme time 

straight away. 

 

Thursday 15th June   10.40 - 11am 

Thursday 29th June   10.40 - 11am 

 

Action rhymes, counting rhymes 

and a story too for pre-school   

children and their carers to enjoy. 

 

All children must be accompanied 

by a responsible adult. 

SECRET AGENT  

MASTERCLASS 

 

Thursday 27th July   10.30 - 11.30 

 

Have you got what it takes to be a 

secret agent? 

Test your secret agent skills from 

code breaking to invisible writing 

and much more. 

 

Age group 7-11years 

 

Limited to 10 children. 
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„Muir Matters‟ 
Village Hall 

Seaforth Road 

Muir of Ord 
IV6 7TA 

Telephone 01463 870822 
Email; editor@muirmatters.co.uk 

letters@muirmatters.co.uk 

Visit our Website on 

www.muirmatters.co.uk 

 
 

 

 
Logo 

Design 
by 

Carrie 

MacKay 

Want to contact us? 

Here we are 

‘Bits and Pieces’ plus a few' Odds and Ends’ 

Please send a copy of ‘Muir Matters’ to: 

 

Name…………………………….Address……………………………

………………………………………………………………………... 

Postcode…………………………Tel. No……………………………. 

 

Full Name and address to which you would like the copy sent if    

different from above. (Please print clearly) 

 

 

Name…………………………….Address……………………………

………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………... 

I enclose the sum of £………… 

 

Signed………………………………………... 

Council House 

Extermination 

Gardening Tips 

A Simple Solution for 

cleaning narrow neck 

vases 

H ave you relatives and friends staying away from the Muir who would be interested in receiving a copy of „Muir Matters‟? 

We could  mail  them a copy on your behalf for a yearly subscription of: UK 1st class £4.50, and overseas rates of: Europe 

£6.30, World Zones 1 and 2 £8.30. Price includes, „Muir Matters‟,  postage & packing plus 10p handling charge. For more    

information about the above or if you are housebound please write, telephone or just pop in and see us, we will be happy to   

discuss your requirements. To order a copy of ‘Muir Matters’ please complete the above form. Back copies of „Muir       

Matters‟ can also be obtained by contacting us at the above address.  „Muir Matters‟ has grown in size and weight since our 

first issue; this has resulted in the new charges as shown above; effective from September 2006.  (It‟s still a bargain!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am a council house 

Shaking in my foundations 

We're being taken over 

       By a Brand New 

  Housing Association. 

Will they look after us as well 

Or 

Put us up for a quick sell 

Waiting lists for are  very long 

The hope of getting one nearly gone 

I've served my tenants for many years 

But 

Think this change will end in tears. 

Can anyone expel my fears? 
  
Minnie 

If you can‟t get to the inside 

walls of a vase with a bottle 

brush, fill the vase with hot   

water and dissolve a couple of 

denture cleaning tablets in the 

vase overnight. The following 

morning rinse well and dry. 

The Communications Group 

are looking for old photo-

graphs  of Muir of Ord as part 

of our    Living History Project. 

If any of  our readers are in    

possession of old snaps of the 

village and surrounding area 

we would love to hear from 

you. 

We promise to take great care 

of your photographs and      

return them to you as soon as 

possible. 

Contact us using the details as 

shown on the right. 

   June 
Train climbing roses. 

Sow polyanthus & winter pansies. 

Tackle weeds, especially perennials.             

July 

 

Take carnation & pink cuttings. 

Divide and plant flag irises. 

Keep lawns in top 

condition. 

   August 

 
Plant autumn crocuses. 

Cut down spent  rasp-

berry canes. 

Plant Madonna lilies. 
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Name……………………………...……………. 
 

Address………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………. 

 
P/Code…………..Tel/No………………………. 
 

Signed………………………………………….. 
 

For a chance of winning a £10.00 Book Token, fill 
in the above form and send the completed grid in a 
sealed envelope (photocopies not accepted) to 

‘Muir Matters’ Prize Crossword No 6,     Village 

Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA. 

Entries must be received by  Friday  July  28th  
 
The first correct entry drawn after the closing date 

will win the prize. Answers and winners name will 
be published in our next Issue.  

1  2  3  4  5  6 

           

7      8     

    9       

10      11     

           

12  13  14  15  16   

    17       

18      19     

           

  20         

Across 

 
2) Salutation (7) 
7) Wading bird (5) 

8) Intriguing object (5) 
9) Indian holiday destination (3) 

10) Brown pigment (5) 
11) Clay target (5) 
12) A pugilist (5) 

15) A rendezvous (5) 
17) Another pugilist (3) 

18) A black Isle village (5) 
19) Treasure (5) 
20) Fur or leather pouch (7) 

Down 

 
1) High in Caithness? (4,1‟6) 
2) Of value or merit (5) 

3) Fencing move (5) 
4) Killer Whales (5) 

5) Eagles nest (5) 
6) Cool wee lilt around the rags? (7,4) 
13) Could be Maltese or Southern (5) 

14) A Barbarian (5) 
15) Venomous snake (5) 

16) Highland town (5) 
 

Published & Printed by Muir of Ord Communications Group, Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA 

Congratulations to Mr G Reid, Arddarroch,  

Muir of Ord, on winning our prize Crossword No 5. 

Mr Reid wins a £10.00 book token. 

Solution 

Across: 1) Tasty 4) Lotto 7) Mantleshelf 10) Auk 11) Let 
12) Swiss 13) Email 14) Aesop 17) Sousa 20) Ace 21) Oct 

22) Tick-Tack-Toe 23) Risky 24) Serfs 
Down: 1) Tomes 2) Sinai 3) Yolks 4) Lisle 5) Theta 6) 
Offal 8) Tussock 9) Hemlock 14) Astir 15) Sacks 16) Petty  

17) Socks 18) Utter 19) Abets 

For a chance to win £10 tell us how many saltires 

(Scottish Flags) you can find in this issue  

of „Muir Matters‟ 

Send your answer on a postcard along with your 

name, age, address and telephone number to:- 

 

Summer Saltire Competition, 

Muir Matters. Seaforth Road,  

Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA 

Entries by Friday 28th July 2006 

Young’uns Competition 

Congratulations to Naiomi  

McLennan aged 9 years. Naiomi of    
 Balvaird Terrace, Muir of Ord correctly  

identified 12 Daffodils in the above  

competition winning the prize of a £10  
Top-up Mobile phone voucher. 

Jotter 

Young’uns Competition 

Win £10.00 to spend on 

your  

Summer Holidays 


