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EditorialEditorial  
Muir Matters would like to extend 

our gratitude to  Betty Urquhart 

for giving us permission to print 

an article written by her husband 

Johnny just a short time before his 

sudden death.  

Johnny, a stand-up comedian and 

last years winner of the Citizen of 

the Year award was such a feature 

of our village, and will be sadly 

missed by all who knew him. His 

poignant article is featured on 

Page 6. 

 

In mid-December a cook book 

called „Muir of Ord….Home 

Cookery‟, featuring recipes      

supplied by friends 

and Muir folk will go 

on sale at the usual 

outlets priced £2.50.  

Plenty of time to try 

out new dishes before     

Christmas!  Stocks are 

limited so hurry to 

avoid disappointment. 

 

We are also running a raffle, the 

prize being a Luxury Hamper.  

The tickets are already in the 

shops priced 50p.  The prize will 

be drawn on 22nd 

December.   

All proceeds from 

both  fundraising 

efforts go to support 

our publication. 

 

We would like to take this          

opportunity to thank you for your 

continued support and wish you 

and yours a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 

‘Muir Matters’‘Muir Matters’  

NO MORE  

STALLING..... 
 

F 
ollowing a very productive and well attended meeting in the 

Ord Arms Hotel on Thursday 30th November a complete      

rethink on the acquisition of a new village hall was agreed. We 

can hear you  thinking “I‟ve heard all this before”, well read on and 

you may be pleasantly surprised!  

The meeting was called by Highland Council to help address some of 

the issues and lack of communication within the Muir especially in 

regard to young people and youth groups. 

Chaired by Mr Bob Cameron, Highland Council‟s Area Manager for 

Ross & Cromarty, and with representatives from many of our groups, 

a consensus was reached that we should acknowledge ‘our priority is, 

and always had been, building a new hall’ A completely independent 

and constituted group is to be formed with a representative from every 

club and association in the community so that we can do this.  

These will be the people who will carry on with the work already done 

by our previous hall committees and will be responsible for the build-

ing of the new hall. It is still a huge undertaking but the example 

shown by Muir of Ord Rovers Football Club demonstrates quite 

clearly what determination and community co-operation can achieve.  

The greatest difference between the new group and the present        

arrangement with the Community Association will be the new group‟s 

single mindedness in pursuing the wishes of our community and not 

being sidetracked by other projects. An inaugural meeting is to be 

called at the end of January and the Communications Group will send 

Turn to page 9 



 

 

2 „Muir Matters‟ Issue 8 

Whilst we welcome and look forward to          

receiving letters and articles for publication in 

‘Muir Matters’ we  reserve the  right to alter or 

amend them as we deem necessary.  

Please send any correspondence along with 

your name, address and telephone number to 

the address on page 12. 

Councillor  

in the Spotlight 
 

Yes  I know we still have our 

dilapidated bridge and no 

sports hall, dangerous roads and the 

now infamous Vilmont, Yes! We 

have like all communities a small      

minority that have no consideration for others but     

hopefully we can change this. 

But in my eyes this community is now working together 

and producing results. 

At the top of the list has to be the Football Club, they  

decided what they needed and went for it. Very soon  

now their new changing rooms will be ready for use. This 

will be the  first community building in the Muir in more 

than 20 years. We have new tar on some of our roads  for 

the first time in a long time, we have a  recycling collec-

tion, a refurbished service point and we are finally getting 

rid of the council depot on Balavaird Road. The school is 

taking collection of a bunch of computers and they‟re 

well on their way to doing up their garden. The service 

point has just gone through a major refurbishment, it  

took a long time but it‟s now reopened for business. 

Thanks to some community groups the public hall is now 

undergoing some minor changes to enhance the limited 

space and enable more learning classes to be delivered. 

Other clubs in the community are also moving forward ie. 

the bowlers both indoor and out, golf club, shinty, curlers 

and art club. I could go on, but I don‟t have enough space 

to mention them all. 

I also have to congratulate the unsung heroes and        

stalwarts of this community who work so hard to raise 

money for good causes, both locally and nationally. 

Where would we be without them? 

We also have very busy industrial estates which is filling 

up at a tremendous rate ensuring employment in the   

community. Many of these companies contribute greatly 

to  our community groups. We are seeing affordable and 

social housing being built for the numerous individuals 

and families that need a home. 

We‟re getting there, it might be slow but we‟re moving 

forward. 

Here‟s wishing all the readers of Muir Matters "A Very 

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year"   

Cllr David Chisholm 

They say everyone has a book in them, well 

why not make a start by writing for us!  We 

welcome anything from pieces of writing to  

poetry and letters.  

 

Email: editor@muirmatters.co.uk  

or phone 01463 870822. 

„Living History 

Update‟  
 

On  a beautiful autumn day in October, three 

women born and bred in Muir of Ord took 

a trip down memory lane and afterwards told Muir 

Matters, „what a wonderful afternoon we‟ve had.‟ 

As the cameras rolled, manned by our own Susan 

Wilson, they  recalled life in the Muir from their 

childhoods, through pre and post war, right up to re-

cent times.  

Those who shared their own personal stories and 

memories with us were Mary Noble, Margaret 

Henson and Bella McGrory.   

Among other things there was talk of lovely long 

summers, lively dances, day trips to Rosemarkie 

beach, a wonderful sweetie shop in the Muir where a 

spare few  pennies were spent and tummies            

indulged, and a scarlet fever  outbreak in the village!  

What struck us most from the afternoon was that 

even though times were sometimes hard and material 

possessions few, especially during the war, people 

knew how to enjoy themselves. 

We would like to thank Mary, Margaret and Belle 

for coming along.  A big thank-you to Margaret who 

allowed us to use her home for our gathering.   

 Our aim is to gather all our stories together from our 

„Living History‟ Project and eventually produce a 

book that will be sold in the  village.  We hope to 

conduct our next interview very soon. 

Hazel Chisholm 

 

 

mailto:editor@muirmatters.co.uk
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W e were pleased when, a few weeks ago, we 

were invited to take some snaps of the hand-

over of the cheque for the funds raised by Carol 

MacKay, her family and friends. The money raised 

has been donated to the MacMillan Nurses, who 

rely on voluntary donations for 91% of their         

income. MacMillan Nurse Chris McGee, pictured 

above with Carol and her daughter Kerry, was     

delighted to receive their donation of £2085.06 on 

behalf of  the charity. 

National & local Fundraising 

Alzheimer Scotland Tea Party and 

Bring & Buy Sale 
Mrs Judith Grant would like to thank all those who 

helped with and supported the tea party and Bring & 

Buy Sale at Tarradale House on 4th October 2006. 

A total of £420 was raised for the Alzheimer       

Scotland - Action on Dementia. 

Highland Breast Care Association 
A big thank you from the Highland Breast Care    

Association to all who so kindly donated in anyway 

to make our recent Coffee Evening with Sales      

Tables such a great success. 

We also wish to extend a special thank you to the 

“Three Birthday Girls”, Joanne, Natalie and Donella 

who came along and so kindly donated their birth-

day party collection, a cheque amounting to 

£712.00. 

Through everyone's generosity our funds have been 

boosted by over £1900.00. 

 

Thanks to everyone Phyllis 

 „Ord Distillery Charity 

Night‟ 
The skirl of the pipes greeted all those who attended 

the recent charity event held at the Glen Ord          

Distillery. Once inside, a variety of stalls and          

attractions were on display, from a tombola and    

bottle-stall to home bake and tea/coffees served by 

members of the Muir of Ord Art Group. 

Samples of Glen Ord whisky and Baileys liqueur 

were on offer, keeping some of the „Muir Matters‟ 

folk more than happy!  Then it was down to the    

serious business of the night – the raffle and auction 

of a 100-year-old bottle of Glen Ord whisky. 

The fundraiser, which is held annually, was a great 

success raising £900 for the uniformed groups in the 

village.  Sharing the proceeds will be the scouts,  

beavers, cubs, guides and 2 groups of brownies.  The 

Diageo Local Citizens Fund agreed to double any 

amount raised, so a further £900 will be awarded to 

the uniformed groups in Alness, in connection with 

the Teaninich Distillery. 

The evening was well attended and Lynn             

MacMillan, the Visitor Centre Manageress, who ar-

ranged the night, thanked everyone for their support.  

She also informed us that they are considering a Daf-

fodil tea next May as the next charity event. 

We look forward to attending the next fundraiser and 

will keep you informed of details of forthcoming 

events in future editions. 

Hazel Chisholm 

A big thank you to all who took part in this years Royal British Legion Poppy Collection,         

especially Wilma MacKenzie who has now retired. Wilma has covered the areas of Corrie       

Gardens, Corrie Terrace, Corrie Place and Nobles court for the past 30 years. We wish her 

all the best in her retirement. The collection in Muir of Ord raised the magnificent sum of 

£1600 for the Earl Haig Fund. 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/newsletters/poppy2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/newsletters/05issue2.html&h=720&w=493&sz=41&hl=en&start=144&tbnid=zzWpbm-Tt429RM:&tbnh=140&tbnw=96&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dremembrance%2Bpopp
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Are You  

Ready 

EDINBURGH? 

T he 2nd November dawned clear and bright, 

which was more than can said for our 

bleary eyed Communications Group, 

boarding the 6.45 am train for Edinburgh to spend 

the day at our Scottish Parliament. But, what a day it 

turned out to be..!!  

After a pick-me-up coffee on board the train we 

were “rarin‟ to go”.  

Arriving at Parliament we spent the first few minutes 

trying to work out where the front door was.. A   

cunning design indeed.! But, nothing ventured etc. 

we found our way in to the reception area where we 

were met by Jamie Paterson, who works for MSP‟s 

John Farquhar Munro & Jamie Stone.  It was Jamie 

who acted as our 

guide and font of 

all information for 

the day and he 

made sure that we 

didn‟t miss out on 

anything. After a 

quick tour of the 

ground floor re-

ception area and desperately trying to shut Martha up 

when she commented that it “reminded her of an un-

derground car park with lovely furniture..!” we 

moved on to the impressive Garden Lobby. This is 

the part of parliament that you see on television 

when MSP‟s are being interviewed.  

Jamie had helped arrange 

short visits to some of our 

MSP‟s, so our next stop 

was Rob Gibson‟s office. 

With Rob we discussed 

some of Muir of Ord‟s     

historical background and 

the problems faced by  ru-

ral communities today. He 

showed us the famous  

(or do I mean, infamous) 

think pods. Spotting a 

photo opportunity, our poor 

Ann was ordered to pose. (we always pick on 

Ann...!!)  All too soon,  Jamie re-appeared to shep-

herd us on to our next  appointment  but not before 

we extracted a promise from Rob that he would 

come to Muir of Ord and give a talk on the old high-

land drovers.  

Next stop, was Maureen MacMillan‟s office. Once 

again we were made very welcome and Maureen 

talked to us about several issues that have an effect 

on folk in the Muir. Time was running short now as 

we were whisked off to sit in on First Minister‟s 

Question Time in the debating chamber. Muriel hid 

her disappointment well when she was told that 

“NO”, “She may not ask a few questions about a new 

bridge for the Muir!”  

Oh, well, if you don‟t try........ 

In our wanderings around the building we bumped 

into Maureen again who introduced us to Rhona 

Brankin MSP and briefly discussed the flooding in 

Dingwall. Their concern for those affected was quite 

clear. 

Lunchtime was 

looming and we 

were delighted 

when Jamie in-

formed us that 

John Farquhar 

Munro would be 

taking us to the 

“members” dining 

room for lunch.  

JFM was his usual relaxed self and over the next few 

hours while we enjoyed a wonderful lunch, we cov-

ered a range of topics with him. Fed and watered we 

resumed our tour with Jamie and visited a few of the 

Committee rooms. Photo opportunities were popping 

up all over 

the place..! 

All too soon 

it was time 

to head back 

to the sta-

tion, we 

could hardly 

believe we‟d 

been there for five hours..!  

Our lasting impressions..? Clearly, No matter what 

your political leanings may be,  there is a desire to 

make the Scottish Parliament an open and inclusive 

forum for Scottish politics.  

Does the building justify the cost.? On that one, 

those of us who were there would have to say no, 

although many others would disagree. I suppose in 

the end it comes down to what you believe it repre-

sents; “a symbol of Scotland‟s constitutional rights” 

or “a glaring reminder of how politicians got it so 

wrong.”  You choose....!!! 
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Pictured is 

Lynda 

MacLeod of 

Woodview, 

Highfield, Muir 

of Ord with her 

Inverness    

Courier 

„Garden of the 

Year Trophy‟. 

Lynda won the 

medium size 

garden cate-

gory. 

Peter & Linda 

opened their 

garden for the 

British Heart Foundation Charity and raised 

£168.00. 

The garden will be open again in June or July of 

next year (entry by donation). Look out for the exact 

date on posters around the Muir. 

Peter Jolly & Lynda MacLeod 

Highfield.  

Sunflower Competition 

N 
ext year over the summer months „Muir 

Matters‟ will be running a competition to 

find the tallest & best sunflower. 

The competition will be split 

into two categories; a class 

for school age up to and    

including Primary 7 and an 

open to all class. 

We will distribute the seed to 

Tarradale & Mulbuie schools 

and the playgroup at the   

optimum time for planting. 

For those wishing to enter 

the open class we ask that 

you send us a stamped       

addressed envelope to our 

usual address (see page 12). 

Three seeds per entrant will 

be forwarded to you in time for planting. 

The sunflower seeds have been generously donated 

by Colin Munro of „Munro‟s Garden Centre‟   

Bogallan., who we hope can be persuaded to judge 

the competition. 

Tips on growing sunflowers from seed and further 

details will be given in our March issue. 

Muir Garden of the Year 
Winner  

Shinty News 
 

C 
ongratulations to Tarradale      

Primary under-12 Shinty 

team who have just com-

pleted a most successful season.   

They won 5 trophies, including the 

Aird league (6 a-side), John Fraser 

Cup (6 a-side), Donnie Fraser 

shield (12 a-side), Ross-shire Cup 

(6 a-side) and the Valerie Olivant 

Cup (12 a-side). 

To round things off many of the 

team moved up to under -14 level 

to compete in the inaugural 

George Phimister memorial trophy 

at Cannich.  This trophy, which is 

played in memory of the popular 

former Strathglass shinty player 

who died earlier this year, was 

also added to the season‟s already 

impressive haul. 

The team‟s success reflects the 

hard work and commitment of the 

players, parents and others in the 

village. 

A particular mention must also go 

to coaches David Maclean and 

Ross Forbes for the many weeks 

of coaching they provided: the  

future of shinty in the village 

bodes well. 

Hopefully the boys (and girl!) will 

follow the path of some of their 

predecessors and turn out for 

Beauly shinty club at senior level. 

Muir of Ord Art Group 
Muir of Ord Art Group would like to thank everyone who came along and supported our November       

Exhibition; their support was very much appreciated. 

The money raised from the raffle along with donations received enables us to put on next years       

exhibition and to purchase books and DVD‟s for the benefit of the classes. 

We are also donating £100 to the British Legion and £50 to the MS Society. 

An archaeologist is the best husband a woman can have. The older she gets the more  

interested he is in her.   Quote by Agatha Christie. 
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“Before  

I forget” 
 

Reflections of Christmas and 

Hogmanay's past 
By John Urquhart “The Bogan” 

 

H 
ow many times 

have you       lis-

tened to the older 

generation tell you what life 

was like for them as young-

sters growing up in the vil-

lage and said to yourself, “I 

must remember that”, but 

never written it down. With 

the result it‟s all forgotten 

about   because we can‟t be 

bothered to write it down. It was after I wrote my 

first wee book that people started to remind me of 

different things that happened in the village which I 

had forgotten about. I have been asked many times 

what life was like at Christmas and Hogmanay when 

I was a youngster; so I thought I‟d write it down as I 

remember it. 

Years ago Christmas in the Highlands wasn‟t        

celebrated the way it is today, it was a very low-key 

affair. You didn‟t have the privilege of having two 

weeks holiday unless you were at school. If you 

were working you got Christmas Day off, and if you 

were really lucky you also got Boxing Day off! 

Christmas decorations were a few coloured paper 

streamers strung across the ceiling in your sitting 

room with bunches of holly with red berries hung 

from every vantage point. Christmas Eve was spent 

sitting around the fire reading a book or listening to 

the radio until bedtime arrived. Stockings were hung 

around the fireplace in the hope that Santa had      

received the list you had struggled to write him of    

presents you hope to  receive. The screams of delight 

on Christmas morning at the sight of the few brightly 

wrapped packages said it all, Santa had called. He 

never seemed to leave what you asked for, but the 

main thing was, he never passed you by.  

Hogmanay is what the adults looked forward to; a 

two or three day holiday gave  everyone a chance to 

get away from the daily grind, a few days break from 

work was greatly appreciated in those days. It was a 

time to meet up with old friends and reminisce and 

have a wee dram. The end of the year meant so much 

to a lot of people, especially the older folk; they    

always hoped the New Year would bring them better 

luck than the old one had. There was always a last 

minute rush to the shops for supplies of food on the 

last day of the year as everything closed down for 

two days. It was the job of the man of the house 

when he came home from work to go to the pub for a 

bottle of whisky and maybe half a bottle of port. 

With the New Year fast approaching and the pubs 

closing early people started to make their way home 

to take in the New Year.  

The home was where as a family you welcomed in 

the New Year with a wee dram in a very small glass, 

the ladies were offered a glass of port. Eventually 

friends and neighbours started to call; out on the 

street the whole village seemed to be out first      

footing, along the street a lone piper was attracting a 

large number of people who were dancing and    

singing, everyone was having a great time. That‟s 

the way it was until television came along and killed 

a way of life that had been around for generations, 

everyone now wanted to stay in and watch the box. 

At first people said it was a novelty and wouldn‟t 

last, but last it did, it even became more of an anti-

social vehicle when colour T.V. was introduced. For 

several years the programs that were produced were 

what the viewers wanted to see and hear - good    

Scottish songs and dances accompanied by good 

Scottish music. Then the decision was taken by the 

high heid yins we should get rid of our tartan image 

and present a more modern show. 

Over the years since they made that change the   

standard of New Year programs has got so bad    

people no longer bother to watch. Do the people who 

produce these programs not realise that showing us 

big crowds in some city watching fireworks is not 

entertainment? 

It‟s worse than 

watching paint 

dry! The      

people of   

Scotland and 

the thousands 

of visitors who 

come for the 

Hogmanay   

deserve better 

Scottish         

entertainment! 
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T he Muir jogging group is still going 

strong.  Since the group started in April 

over 30 people have come along to the ses-

sions and there is a group of about 15 people 

who come along regularly.  We are always 

pleased to see new people and you can be sure 

of a warm welcome and lots of support and 

encouragement whatever your level of fitness or  

experience of jogging. 

Sessions:  

Meet outside the library, every Wednesday (almost 

all weathers!) afternoon 1.30 – 2.30 and 7.00 – 8.00 

The group now has 3 trained JogScotland leaders/

coaches: 

Joan Munro 01463 870237, Ian Dempster 

07724199880 & Hazel Keiro 01997 414376 

Now that Ian is a trained leader/coach, we hope that 

more men will join us.  Our current age range is 

from 26 to 67.  

Phone any of the above for further information or 

just turn up to one of the sessions. We do plan to 

continue jogging over the Christmas/New Year pe-

riod – a great way to get fit before the festivities and 

keep fit during the winter! 

Joan Munro 

Muir Jogging Group 

Following the last Spoon Competition of the season, 

the presentation of Trophies to the past season‟s 

winners took place in the Pavilion. The prize win-

ners were as follows:- 

Club Champion - Brian Forsyth; runner-up 

Heather Stewart. 

Seniors - Willie Stewart; runner-up Geoff Reid. 

Gent‟s Singles - Willie Stewart; runner-up Geoff 

Reid. 

Ladies Singles - Wilma Fraser; runner-up Heather 

Stewart. 

Ladies Handicap - Heather Stewart; runner-up  

Margaret Smith. 

Spoon Trophy - John Gourlay; runners-up Heather 

Stewart, Brian Forsyth & Willie Stewart. 

Fraser Foodlit Triples - Ann Bell, Stewart Torrie 

& John Gourlay; runners-up Barbara Gordon, Geoff 

Reid & Willie Stewart. 

Two Bowl Pairs -Margaret Smith & Willie Stewart: 

runners-up May Hunter & Liz Whittet. 

Gibson Rinks - Maureen Howie, Ian Mackay & 

Willie Stewart; runner-up Eleanor Innes, Allan   

Forsyth & Bill Petrie. 

Two Bowl Singles - Willie Stewart; runner-up Liz 

Thursday 14th December @ 10.40 - 11am 

  

Action rhymes, counting rhymes and  

a story too for pre-school children  

and their carers to enjoy. 

Sessions are aimed at 2 year olds but younger or 

older children are always welcome. 

All children must be accompanied by a 

responsible adult. 

 For more details contact: Muir of Ord Library 

01463 870196 or 

Email: muiroford.library@highland.gov.uk 

 

Muir of Ord Curling Club 

The  season has already begun and your local 

Curling Club is keen to welcome new 

members who would like to try this popular winter 

activity. 

The Club has a number 

of teams which play 

regularly in the local 

leagues, playing out of 

the Inverness Ice     

Centre and when the 

weather conditions 

suit, the club also has 

one of the few outdoor 

rinks in the north and a 

clubhouse where 

many‟s an enjoyable evening can be spent on the ice. 

If you would like more information on the Club and 

its winter activities then please do not hesitate to 

call. 

Sandy Rose (President) 01463 870580 

 Outdoor Bowling Club Results 

Whittet. 

E Jacks Rinks - Maureen Howie, Dot Chalmers & 

Jennifer Mackay; runners-up Mary Petrie, Moira 

Torrie & Margaret Smith. 

Clark Pairs -Christine Hammond & Ian Hammond; 

runners-up Bill Petrie & John Hay. 

Willie Bell Triples - Margaret Smith, Allan Forsyth 

& Chris Robertson; runners-up Christine Hammond, 

Ian Hammond & Willie Stewart. 

Club Triples - Moira Torrie, Liz Whittet & Willie 

Stewart; runners-up John Gourlay, Wilma Fraser & 

Jennifer Mackay. 

Club Pairs - Geoff Reid & Ian Hammond; runners-

up John Hay & Willie Stewart. 

Ken Howie 
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Weekly Activities  

School Calendar Session 2006/2007 

Monday 
In the Village Hall 

Bodybalance @ 10am to 11am  

Scottish Country Dance Group 7.30pm  

(1st Monday in the month - Church Hall) 

In the Free Church Hall, West Road 

Mother & Toddler Afternoon  

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Scrabble Club meets @ 2.00pm. 

Meet in the Square 

Swimming Club, contact 871200, 870315 or 871731 

 

Tuesday  
In the Free Church, West Road 

Mother & Toddler morning  

 In the Old School  

Art Group @ 7pm 

 

Wednesday  
In the Village Hall 

Babyzone from 9.30 to 11.00am  

(for more details see below)  

Lunch Club @ 12 noon (870065 for futher details) 

Meet in the Square 

Beginners Jogging @ 1.30pm to 2.30pm plus 

7.00pm to 8.00pm (Age no barrier) Further info. from 

Joan Munro 870237 or Hazel Keiro 01997 414376  

Healthways Step-it-up Walking Group @ 2pm 

 

Thursday 
In the Village Hall 

Egyptian Belly Dancing @ 10am 

Healthways Social Dance Class @ 2.30 to 4pm 

In Tarradale School 

Bridge Club @ 7pm  

 

Friday  
In the Village Hall 

Fun Fitness @ 10.30am 

Kinder Gym from 11.30am to 2.15pm 

In the Church Hall, Seaforth Road 

Challengers for academy age @ 7.30pm 

 

Saturday 
In the Village Hall 

Indoor Bowling  

In the Old School 

Art Group 10am to 12 noon 

 

Drop in Baby Clinic and Parent & Toddler group  

(pre-playgroup age) 

Every other Wednesday 9.30 to 11.00am in the     

Village Hall. Phone Health Visitor for    

information (783403) 

Brownies, Scouts, Beavers and Cubs (for further  

Details) contact editor@muirmatters.co.uk  

or Telephone 01463 870822 

Babyzone 

Church of God, Muir of Ord. 

Evening Services  

Every Sunday @ 6.30pm 

Village Hall  

Local believers organise fellowship meetings.  

Sunday evenings. Everyone Welcome. 

Pastor W G McLaughlan B.A.Hons.PGCE 

Monthly Activities 

Monday 
In the Village Hall 

W.R.I. 

8th January 07 - Members Craft Evening 

5th February - Photography around the Black Isle 

with Andrew Dowsett 

5th March - Talk by Moira Forsyth 

Church Hall Seaforth Road 

Urray & Kilchrist Church of Scotland Guild 

23rd January  @ 7.30pm; Visit to the Holy Land, 

C Robertson & I Garriock 

26th February @ 7.30pm; Project Night and 

 Bring & Buy Sale - M Mackay 

2nd March @ 7.30pm; World Day of Prayer 

 

Wednesday 
Tarradale School - GP Room 

Over 60‟s Group 

(Meet 2nd Wednesday in the month  

commencing  October 06) 

Open Close 

 Thursday 

21st December 06 

Monday 

8th January 07 

Friday 

30th March 07 

Tuesday 

16th April 07 

Friday 

28th June 07 

„Muir Matters‟ is supported by The Highland Council 
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The Dingwall Players announce their Christmas production  

of 

Sleeping Beauty 
14th, 15th & 16th December 

@ Dingwall Academy 

 
Tickets on sale from Envy on the High Street, Dingwall 

£6 Adults & £4 Children & OAP‟s 

(Saturday Matinee £5 & £3) 

Continued from page 1 

out letters to all groups and clubs in our community who will be asked to send their representative to this 

meeting. 

We are all only too well aware of the numerous studies, surveys and research that has been undertaken over 

the years and our community knows exactly what the village needs to satisfy its chronic shortage of suit-

able facilities. The village is growing at a phenomenal rate and we have to make sure that our facilities 

grow with it so that we can move forward with enthusiasm. Here at “Muir Matters”, we are delighted at the 

very positive outcome of this meeting and will do all in our power to help this enterprise and to ensure that 

our community finally gets its dearest wish. 

Martha Chisholm 

M ost people don‟t know 

it but Muir of Ord has 

the only riding school 

for the disabled in Ross-shire.  The 

school has been on the go now for 

three years and with 63 clients is 

proving to be very successful. 

The Chapelton Farm Riding for 

the Disabled Group is a registered 

charity and 

Sheena Johansen, one of the     

trustees explains how it all started. 

„The riding school was getting a 

lot of enquiries about lessons for 

disabled riders so I  decided to 

look into it.  A representative from 

the RDA (Riding for the Disabled 

Association) came to Chapelton 

Farm and explained what would 

be required to get up and running.” 

The disabled riders, who come 

along either in groups or alone, 

have their lessons subsidised by 

fundraising and money is always 

required for new equipment and 

projects.  A recent purchase was a 

sheepskin saddle (pictured) that 

was only available for sale in the 

U.S.  This allows those riders who 

are very thin or have back braces 

to ride comfortably; otherwise  

riding for them would 

be impossible. 

Sheena says that it is 

all so worthwhile.  „It‟s   

incredible to see the 

transformation that the 

horse riding gives the 

riders.   And the horses 

themselves are totally 

different with the     

disabled riders, it‟s as 

if they know.‟ 

The fundraising committee are 

constantly trying to come up with 

ideas to raise much-needed funds.  

The recent children‟s disco in the 

village made a profit of £75, while 

a pub-crawl around Inverness 

raised £600.  A horse is the next 

big outlay and costing between 

£3,500 and £4,000, every penny 

counts. 

Away from the financial side of 

things, all the work that goes into 

keeping the venture a success is 

provided on a voluntary basis.  

Volunteers are presently needed 

by the school to either lead or 

walk by the side of the horse.  

„The side-walkers are only        

required to hold the riders ankle 

and do not get involved with the 

horse in any way‟, Sheena          

explains.  „There are no restric-

tions on age.  Once people can 

walk and think they would enjoy 

working with the disabled, that‟s 

all that is required.‟ 

 The school needs volunteers to 

help on weekdays from Tuesday to 

Friday (mornings) for up to an 

hour at the most.  Anyone who is 

interested and would like to talk 

about what‟s involved can phone 

Sheena Johansen on 871061 or 

Steven Mair (Trustee) on 870569. 

 

Hazel Chisholm 

 „Chapelton Farm – Disabled Riding 

Well done  

Muir of Ord 
The  fund raising events for both national and 

local charities mentioned in this issue of „Muir 

Matters‟ add up to a staggering total that      

exceeds £10,800.00 The caring and generous 

folk of Muir of Ord deserve a huge  

vote of thanks. 



 

 

10 „Muir Matters‟ Issue 8 

The Really Really Useful Page 
Shopmobility Highland 

Shopmobility is a service providing, electric scooters, powered and manual 

chairs,  that give you freedom to get about the town easily. This helps people 

who have limited mobility, long or short term, or visual/hearing impairments 

access to shops and to use other facilities in Inverness and Dingwall.  

The service can also provide you with an escort if you require any assistance 

with your shopping, and if you are travelling by public transport chairs can be 

arranged to meet you on your arrival. 

For further information please contact either;  

Falcon Gallery, Car Park Level 2, Eastgate Centre, Inverness, IV2 3PR on  

Telephone 01463 717624 or email shopmo@omn.net  or 

Nicol‟s Court, Dingwall, IV15 9SW; Telephone 01349 866040 or email 

shopmobility.dingwall@ecosse.net 

 Opening Times; Inverness Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 5.00pm.  
Dingwall; Monday to Friday 10.00am - 4.00pm 

Telephone Numbers 
Doctor‟s Surgeries 

Strathlene, Muir of Ord 01463 870843 

Croyard Rd, Beauly  01463 782794 

Dingwall Med. Group  01349 863030 

Aird Practice, Beauly  01463 782214 

Chemist 

Muir of Ord Pharmacy - 01463 870806 

Hospitals 

Raigmore - 01463 704000 

Ross Memorial - 01349 863313 

„NHS 24‟ - 08454 24 24 24 

Samaritans 

0845 7909090 

Inverness - 01463 713456 

Alcohol DrinkLine 

Freefone - 0800 917 8282 

Childline 

Freefone - 0800 1111 

National Drugs Helpline 

Freefone 0800 77 66 00 

Citizens Advice Bureau 
Dingwall Office - Visit or write to us at 4 Church 

Street, Dingwall, IV15 9SB 

Phone: 01349 864850 Fax: 01349 862898 or 

email :adviser@DingwallCAB.casonline.org.uk 

Office Hours; 10.00 to 2.00 Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Friday 

We are always looking for new volunteers. 

HAVE YOU REGISTERED YET? 

Why not register your mobile  phone free of charge on the National Mo-

bile Phone Register by visiting www.immobilise.com. The information 

given can help the Police to return lost or stolen phones to their rightful 

owners. It also enables a bar to be placed on the phone‟s SIM card which  

prevents unauthorised use whilst out of your hands. Phones can 

only be registered through the website. Before you go on-line, 

you need a note of your phone‟s serial number. You can obtain 

this by keying *#06# into the handset, the 15-digit number imme-

diately appears. If you aren‟t on-line at home, the library will 

provide help and Internet access.  

Ross-shire Women's Aid  

We provide refuge, support and 

information to women children and 

young people who have experienced 

Domestic Abuse. To speak to some-

one confidentially please telephone 

01349 863568  Monday to Friday 

10am to 5pm (24 hour answering 

service) 

Contact the Elderly 

Contact the elderly operates throughout 

the Highlands offering Sunday outings, 

Friendship Groups and a visiting service 

for elderly people. 

If you are interested in being part of the 

service either as a member or a volunteer 

please contact the Development Officer 

on 01463 798998 for further details. 

The Handy Person Service 

This service is available to pensioners over 60 and those with 

a disability, who find it difficult or impossible to undertake 

small jobs around their homes. 

Some examples of tasks undertaken are fitting and hanging 

curtains, moving furniture around the house, replacing     

washers, unblocking drains, cleaning gutters (single storey) 

and much more. For more information phone 01349 884774. 

Council Services 

 

Councillor Chisholm 

01463 871681 

david.chisholm.cllr@highland.gov.uk 

*** 

Highland Council - 01463 702000 

*** 

Helen Martin : Youth Worker 

01349 869916 

*** 

Council: Refuse Collection 

01349 863381 

*** 

Dingwall Leisure Centre 

01349 864226 

*** 

M.O.O. Service Point - 01463 870201 

*** 

Schools 

Dingwall Academy - 01349 863071 

Mulbuie - 01349 861289 

Tarradale - 01463 870484 

*** 

Police 

Muir of Ord - 01463 870222 

Crime Stoppers - 0800 555 111 

*** 

Post Office - 01463 870250 

*** 

„Handy Person Service‟ 

01349 884774  

 

Do you have a useful 

telephone number that 

you could share with us? 

Please get in touch and 

we will add it to our 

Really Really Useful 

Page.  

Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy, the editors of „Muir 

Matters‟ take no  responsibility for errors of  articles  submitted. 

mailto:adviser@DingwallCAB.casonline.org.uk
http://valuemobiles.at/cardoffer?LID=mp&DURL=http://www.t-mobile.co.uk/Dispatcher?menuid=m18_relax_150_text_5140i
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The Really Really Useful Page 2 
Train Times to and from The Muir 

Muir of Ord to Inverness 

Monday to Saturday 

0754, 0936, 1017, 1116, 1156, 1343, 1408, 1559, 1628,  

1857, 1946, 2013 & 2235  

Sunday  

1548, 1724 
 

 

 
 
 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0714, 0853, 0915, 1039, 1052, 1217, 1433, 

 1703, 1753, 1815 & 2039 

Sunday  

1118, 1800   

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 

Monday to Saturday 

0734, 0914, 0938, 1103, 1116, 1238, 1455,  

1726, 1814, 1837 & 2059 

Sunday  

1138, 1823 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Saturday 

0744, 0925, 1007, 1052,  1146, 1331, 1400, 1550, 1619 

 1849, 1936, 2004 & 2225 

Sunday 

1539, 1715  

From December 10th 2006 to 19th May 2007 

Library Opening Hours 
Monday 

10 am  – 12..30 pm 

2 - 5 pm and 6 - 8 pm 

Thursday 

10 am - 12.30 pm 

and 

6 - 8 pm 

Friday 

2 - 5 pm 

 

Telephone/Fax 01463 870196 

Talking books for adults and children are available and a 

selection of magazines can be read on the premises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the many other services supplied by the Library are 

photocopying, internet access and Fax facilities. 

Various telephone directories are kept on site and a notice board 

in the corridor advertises local services and events. 

Bus Times to and from  

The Muir 
Muir of Ord to Inverness 

Monday to Friday 

6.40, 7.15 & hourly from 8.05 to17.05, 18.13, 19.17, 20.17, 

22.17, 23.45 plus 10.35 via Tore  

Saturday  

6.40, 8.16 & hourly from 9.05 to 17.05 plus 18.18, 19.22, 

20.17, 22.17 & 23.45 

Sunday  

11.42, 13.42, 15.42, 17.42 & 19.42 

Inverness to Muir of Ord 

Monday to Friday 

Hourly from 7.45 to 14.45 then 16.00, 17.00, 18.00, 19.30, 

21.00 and 23.00 plus 12.15, 14.35(Sch only)  

Saturday 

8.00, Hourly from 8.45 to 14.45 then 16.00, 17.05, 18.05, 

19.30, 21.00 & 23.00 

Sunday 

10.00, 12.00, 14.00, 16.00 & 18.20 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Muir of Ord to Dingwall 

Monday to Friday 

 Hourly from 8.23 to 15.23 then 16.38, 17.40,  

18.44, & 21.44  

Saturday 

8.38, Hourly from 9.23 to 15.23 plus 16.38,17.45,  

18.49 & 21.44 

Sunday 

10.35, 12.35, 14.35, 16.35 & 18.55 

Dingwall to Muir of Ord 

All times from the Royal Hotel 

Monday to Friday 

8.50, 9.45, 10.15, 10.50, 11.50, 12.45, 13.50, 14.50, 15.50, 

16.50, 18.03, 19.05 & 22.05  

Saturday 

7.56, 8.50. 9.45, 10.50, 11.50, 12.45, 13.50, 14.50, 15.50, 

16.50, 18.03, 19.10 & 22.05  

Sunday 

11.31, 13.31, 15.31, 17.31 & 19.31  

 

From October 2006 

Hidden Cost of Telephone „Help‟ Lines! 
Did you know that calls to 0870 or 0845 may be costing     

you up to 7.5p per minute (of which the company gets                 

2-3p)? 

To look up alternative numbers and avoid excessive charges 

go to www.Saynoto0870.com  

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://i1.trekearth.com/photos/23065/pickering_station.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Europe/United_Kingdom/photo419895.htm&h=533&w=800&sz=105&hl=en&start=33&tbnid=U2piVZUlrpYJjM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=143&
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Want to contact us? 

Here we are 

The next issue of „Muir Matters‟ will be on sale from Early March2007. Any articles for inclusion must be          

submitted by our deadline of Friday 16th February 2007 

The Really Really Useful Page 3 

Opening Hours 

Mon - Tues - Thurs - Fri - 10.15am - 5.00pm 

Wed - 10.15am - 6.30pm 

Sat - Sun - 9.30am - 5.00pm 

Please note that the Centre closes for lunch  

2pm -2.30pm daily 

Please help recycling by separating the material before 

going to the site. 

Using the correct containers for each of the  

materials listed below. 
Cans - Car batteries - Cardboard - Electrical  

Appliances - Engine oil - Garden Waste - Gas  

cylinders - Glass bottles - Paper - Rubble & soil -Scrap metal - 

Textiles -Tyres - White goods  

& Wood 

For more information call 01349 868440 

Household Waste 

Recycling Centre, Dingwall 

The Rape and Abuse Line (RAL) 

The Rape and Abuse line offers a freephone        

confidential helpline to persons who have survived 

rape or abuse no matter how long ago their           

experiences were. We also offer support to the    

family or partner of the person who has been       

affected. We can, where possible, arrange for face to 

face counselling. 

Our helplines are: 

08 08 800 123 answered by female support workers. 

08 08 800 122 answered by male support workers. 

Both lines are manned most evenings between 7pm 

& 10pm. 

(RAL is a registered charity; SC 007515) 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PUBLICISE YOUR  

SERVICES IN  

‘MUIR MATTERS’ NEWSLETTER? 

For further details & cost contact 

Maureen Thomson on 01463 870365 

H 
ave you relatives and friends staying away from the Muir who would be interested in receiving a copy of 

„Muir Matters‟? We could  mail  them a copy on your behalf for a yearly subscription of: UK 1st class 

£4.80, and overseas rates of: Europe £6.60, World Zones 1 and 2 £8.60. Price includes, „Muir Matters‟,  

postage & packing plus 10p handling charge. For more information or if you are housebound please write, email, 

telephone or just pop in and see us, we will be happy to discuss your requirements.  

To order a copy of ‘Muir Matters’ please contact us using the details as given above.  

Back copies of „Muir Matters‟ are also available on request.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

„Muir Matters‟ 

Village Hall 

Seaforth Road 

Muir of Ord 

IV6 7TA 

Telephone 01463 870822 

Email; editor@muirmatters.co.uk 

letters@muirmatters.co.uk 

Visit our Website on 

www.muirmatters.co.uk 
 
 

Logo Design by Carrie MacKay 

The Communications Group are looking for old 

photographs of Muir of Ord as part of our Living 

History Project. 

If any of  our readers are in possession of old 

snaps of the village and surrounding area we 

would love to hear from you. 

We promise to take great care of your photographs 

and  return them to you as soon as possible. 

Please contact us using the details as shown above. 
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Local Services 

4, 6, & 8 SEATERS 
Early Morning Service Available 

CORRIE HIRE 
 

PRIVATE HIRE TAXI 
Muir of Ord 01463 870568 
 
16 Corrie Gardens        Proprietor C MacLeod 

ROBERTSONS 
The Larder 

Tomich Farm Shop, Beauly 
 

We have a range of Seasonal Gifts 

 
Christmas Baskets filled with tempting treats. 

Home reared free range pork, gammon joints, dry cured 

bacon & pork sausages 
Special offer on  

Venison Haunch Roasts on the bone 
Orders being taken 

Home Grown Kerrs Pink, Rooster  & Golden Wonder 

Potatoes. 

CALL IN AND LOOK AROUND 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

 
Tel. 01463 782181 (Disabled access) 

Reflexology 
Vertical Reflex Therapy 

 
CHRISTMAS GIFT VOUCHERS  - £20 

Susan Bennetta, IIR, MAR 

West Lodge, Highfield, Muir of Ord 

01463-871900 

MUIR OF ORD 

POST OFFICE 
For all your Postal Services 

 Toys * Cards * Confectionery * 

Telephone 01463 870250 

We would like to thank all our customers for 

their loyal support throughout the year. 

CHIQUE BOUTIQUE 
HAIR  & TANNING 

    SALON 
Matrix Products 

Professional Colouring & Cutting 
 

FORBES BUILDINGS, MUIR OF ORD 
Tel: 01463 870 054  

 
Seasons greetings to all our customers 

Culture Cuts 
Professional Ladies & Gents 

Hair Salon 
 

Gift Vouchers available for Christmas  
or for that Special  Occasion. 

 

Seasons greetings to all our customers 

Logan Buildings, Muir of Ord, 01463 870205 

Floral Creations 
                by 

Florrie Macgruer 
 

59 Highfield Circle 
Muir of Ord 

Tele; 01463 870431 
 

Flowers for all occasions 

 

NATURAL NAILS 
BY JANET 

QUALIFIED NAIL TECHNICIAN 
 

                                         MANICURE, PEDICURE  

GELS, ACRYLICS & OVERLAYS 
 

DAYTIME & EVENING BOOKINGS  
AVAILABLE 

MUIR OF ORD                       01463 870475 

Muir Micro Solutions Ltd 
 

Andrew Macleman 
 
Computer Building 
Repairs / Upgrades 
Networks / Consultation 
Tel / Fax No: 01349 866000 / 866111 
E-mail: corrie@ecosse.net 

Muir Micro 

Solutions 

Registered Office 

16 Newmore 

Muir of Ord 

Ross-shire 

IV6 7RG 
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EDWARD‟S 

RUSH TO 

“S.O.S.” 
 

O f all the Muir of Ord  supporters of Ross 

County Football Club, there is none more 

enthusiastic than Edward Rush. A long-

time supporter of the team he is now a familiar     

figure as one of the stalwarts of the “Save Our      

Staggies” movement whose sole aim is to raise funds 

to ensure the future of the club. 

Edward is married to Donella (daughter of Bunty 

and Donnie Morrison) and they have four children, 

Matthew, Alistair, Alice and Fraser. Matthew who is 

a member of Muir of Ord Rovers is already a Ross 

County season ticket holder just like his dad. 

Edward has been with the “S.O.S” since it was 

formed in November 2005 and when asked for      

reasons why he was so involved, gave two. The first, 

that he wanted to put something into the Club which 

has given him so much pleasure over the seasons, 

and secondly, he just could not imagine there being 

no Ross County Football Club. He has been involved 

in all of their fund raising projects including a    

marathon sponsored walk from Victoria Park to the 

Caley Stadium (he did not stop long there!) and back 

to Victoria Park; a Fans v Players football match; a 

Sports Evening at which the guest of honour was 

Tam Cowan; and recently a sponsored climb to the 

top of Ben Nevis. He even  managed to persuade 

Donella to accompany him all the way to the top! 

To date the “S.O.S” has raised £28,000 and it is their 

aim to raise £50,000 per annum. All the money 

raised goes to the Club and it is hoped in the future a 

Supporters Trust will be set up which has shares in 

the Club and hopefully representation on the Board 

of Management. 

When asked to predict how County would shape up 

in the coming season, Edward confidently predicted 

that with the new management team in place he felt 

very positive. Whilst urging  supporters to be patient, 

he believes that promotion to the Premier League 

next season could well be on the cards. 

Due to work, family and “S.O.S” commitments    

Edward does not have much time to spare, but when 

he manages to find a few minutes he is an  

enthusiastic gardener. 

K Howie 

It‟s me again; 

The Rusty Old Bridge!! 
 PEW! HE! I am famous at last, 

Photo in the P&J a few weeks past. 

Did you read it and shake your head 

I think the top lot have lost the thread. 

MORE HOUSES for the MUIR  

They plan by the score. 

OH! My legs are rusty my back is sore 

Don‟t know if I can take much more. 

I‟ll speak to Santa on his rounds 

Maybe from him some hope can be found.  

Minnie. 

Don‟t miss the annual Scout Post 
Once again the scouts are running a 10p delivery service within the 30 mph 

boundaries of the village.  

The scouts will be manning the village hall on Saturday 9th December  

between 9.30 and 11.30am to receive your cards and letters. 
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QUALITY EX-STORE 

CHILDRENS CLOTHING 

GAP - NEXT -  ADAMS - BHS 

DISNEY - M&S…….& MORE!! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Menu until Dec 24th. 
2 Courses £12.95 
3 Courses £16.95 
Christmas Day  
4 Course £32.50 

 
Telephone: 01463 870286 

E-Mail: enquires@ordarmshotel.co.uk 

Ingredients ; Serves 4 

2 lbs Finnan Haddock 

1 Sliced medium onion 

1½ Pints milk & water 

1 lb Floury potatoes, peeled and 

diced 

8 oz Leeks, washed, trimmed and 

sliced 

2 oz Butter 

2 tblsp Chopped fresh parsley 

Black pepper and a good pinch of 

nutmeg, 

Method 
Place the haddock in a shallow 

pan with the onion, milk and water 

and bring to the boil. Reduce the 

heat, cover the pan and poach 

gently for about 10 minutes. Strain 

the fish liquid through a large 

sieve into a saucepan and reserve, 

discarding the onion. Remove the 

skin and bones from the haddock, 

flake the flesh and set aside. 

Meanwhile, boil the potatoes for 

10 minutes or until tender, then 

drain and mash well. 

Whisk the mashed potatoes into 

the fish liquid, stir in the leeks and 

bring to boil. Reduce the heat, 

cover the pan and simmer for 10 

minutes or until the leeks are 

tender. 

Stir in the flaked haddock, 

chopped parsley, nutmeg and 

season to taste.  

Serve piping hot dotted with knobs 

of butter. 

For a richer thicker soup ½ pint of 

single cream and an egg yolk may 

be added along with the fish. Stir 

whilst reheating, but do not allow 

to boil. 

A  Y Tyke 

MY FAVOURITE CULLEN SKINK RECIPE 

O 
ur new programme of talks and lectures is 

well underway with good attendances. 

Our next event is a Christmas Party on 20th 

December where we play hosts to our neighbours 

the Marybank 55 Club. We were their guests at a 

ceilidh party in Marybank hall last April much to 

everyone‟s enjoyment, so this is our chance to re-

turn their hospitality. 

In the new year we have an interesting selection of 

speakers including The Director of Finance for the 

Highland Region in January; representatives from 

Alness to tell us how they have revitalised that com-

munity, in February; The Highland Council Archi-

vist – they have archives going back a couple of 

hundred years is our March speaker plus the SNH in 

April and at work with the VSO in Thailand for 

May. 

Plenty of topics to interest most folks, so come 

along and join us at Tarradale School on the eve-

nings of the second Wednesday of the month. 

 

Jim Thomson 

MUIR OF ORD OVER 60‟S  

 

 

19 Hotel 04 

 
 
 
 
 

AT REALISTIC PRICES 

DRESS your kids for LESS 
 

MUIR OF ORD  
OPENING MONDAY 4TH DECEMBER 

Congratulations to    

 Master Shaw Peterkin  

the winner of our September 

‘Spot the Difference’  

Competition. Shaw, aged 13 

from Hillview Park, Muir of 

Ord wins £10.00 
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David, Edna and all the staff would like to wish everyone a very  
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Thank you for all your custom over the past year. 

For all your Christmas Cheer..! 
01463 870298 

ALL SPECIAL OFFERS 

AVAILABLE UNTIL 7TH 

JANUARY 

(Subject to availability) 

A FANTASTIC ASSORTMENT OF 

RED AND WHITE WINES  

e.g. 

STOWELLS, PIAT D’OR &  

PAUL MASSON 

ANY THREE FOR £10.00 

70cl SM
IRNOFF, GORDON’S  

ARCHERS &
 BAILEYS, A

LL @ £9.99 

70cl MORGANS, B
ACARDI & GROUSE 

ALL @ £10.99 

70cl GIFT BOXED WHITE & MACKAY 

@ £9.49 

CHRISTMAS HOLLY WREATHS 

AVAILABLE TO ORDER £10.95 

FLORAL BOUQUETS 

FROM £10.00 DELIVERED 

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 3 

MILE RADIUS 

MULTI PACKS OF 

BEER, LAGER &  

CIDERS 

FROM ONLY £5.00 
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Dear Editor,  

I feel Mrs. C. Beaton, owner of 

"Vilmont" is being unfairly harassed 

over the current and temporary condi-

tion of the property in question. Mrs. 

Beaton is a friend of mine and assures 

me she will remedy the situation 

when she retires and has more time. 

Talk of ASBOs and suchlike is fool-

ish in the extreme - but if this is to be 

enforced, who should bear the bur-

den? In the first place, parents have a 

responsibility to the community and 

to their children to tell them not to go 

near dangerous buildings - it seems 

they think if a building is unused that 

it must be "fair game". It is hardly 

Mrs. Beaton's fault if brats go where 

they shouldn't - as we all did, remem-

ber? Secondly, why stop at this      

particular "eyesore"? What about the 

others - the Tarradale Hotel, Forbes 

Cafe with its shabby seats, the        

disgusting sights of litter and rubbish 

to be found all around the Muir?  

Perhaps Mrs. Beaton is being made a 

scapegoat for all the clannish folk's 

own problems in Muir of Ord.   

 Yours, Niall Gordon (Disgruntled 

Local). 

 

Dear Muir Matters 

With reference to the article in the      

September issue of Muir Matters 

about the property “Vilmont”. 

In this day of regulations of can can‟t 

do there must be a byelaw of some 

sort to enforce the owner of the   

property to make the house safe.   

After all if you paint your house any 

colour that is not in keeping with the 

area the council is quick to enforce 

byelaws on you. 

Should there be an accident who will 

be held responsible the     council or 

the owner? 

As for vermin, if not infested now, 

surely it can only be a matter of time 

before it is. Will that be more expense 

for the tax payer? 

Come on Highland Council get Mrs 

Beaton to do something before it is 

too late 

Iain Dunbar 

Fairmuir Rd. 

 

(Muir Matters has been informed that 

the premises have been checked and 

found to be clear of vermin) 

 

 

Dear Editor 

Whilst our household welcomes the 

re-cycling initiative of separating  

garden & paper rubbish from the   

normal rubbish by the Highland 

Council, it does pose a couple of 

questions! 

Who is meeting the costs of the extra 

collection lorries, their upkeep, insur-

ance, road fund licence, diesel and of 

course the extra staff required to man 

them? 

Am I correct in thinking that the new 

system will be followed by fort-

nightly collections of the normal 

household rubbish  to defray some of 

the costs? 

And what about the extra vehicular 

pollution caused by sending out a  

second lorry on each collection day? 

Puzzled of Muir of Ord 

 

Dear Muir Matters 

May I on behalf of the Highland 

Breast Care Association, thank you 

for advertising our recent  Coffee 

Evening with sales tables which was 

held on Friday 3rd    November.  

I had a lot of feedback from people 

who read the notice in your Septem-

ber issue of your fine local magazine. 

All the best 

Phyllis 

Dugary Farmhouse. 

 

Dear Muir Matters 

Who would doubt the power of the 

press? Some time ago I wrote to you 

about the lack of kerbside re-cycling 

in the Muir. And now after many let-

ters and phone calls to the Council, 

we have at last got Blue and Brown 

recycling boxes and bins, well most 

of us have. I understand that there are 

still some households who have not 

received them yet, but then Rome 

wasn‟t built in a day. 

I was also pleased to read your article 

on ‟Vilmont‟ in the last issue and 

once again the power of the press has 

made a difference. Well done ‟Muir 

Matters‟ and keep up the good work. 

S Parsons  

Letters to the Editor 

St Andrews day is a very important day for the people of 

Scotland. St Andrews day is important because he is the 

patron saint of Scotland. He was also known in the bible 

as a disciple and fisherman. Our national flag is from St 

Andrew.  It was thought that 

he wore blue robes and was 

crucified on a white cross.  

On St Andrews day we (P6/7 

and P7)  put up some decora-

tions in our class room such 

as Scotland flags and posters. 

After that we went to the gym 

to do some dancing we did 

one that was called the Gay 

Gordons .Then Miss Cormack 

played flower of Scotland on 

the bagpipes she played them up into the class room.  We 

dressed up in our  Scotland football gear and wore tartan, 

so did our teachers!  

We learned that it is  important to celebrate Scottish    

history because it is part 

of our heritage. We also 

learned lots of interest-

ing facts about              

St Andrew and where he 

came from and the     

importance of his life.  

We had lots of fun and 

really enjoyed working 

together as groups to   

research            

St Andrew.   

St Andrew Day by: Eilidh Paul, Ryan MacKay, Alice Urquhart (P6/7) 
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Spotlight on 

Helen Martin – Youth 

Worker  

A 
s darkness falls on Muir of Ord, groups of 

teenagers begin to congregate in certain   

areas around the village. 

Most of them just want to chat and catch-up with 

each other.  However, Helen Martin, the local 

Youth Worker would be the first to agree that    

wandering the streets can lead to boredom and 

groups of youths can look intimidating after dark. 

„The teenagers in Muir of Ord want to be part of the 

community‟, says Helen.  „They want a building 

they can call their own and one they can put their 

mark on.  We want to work with the Youth Council 

and local youth groups on this and make it happen.‟ 

Highland Council employ Helen on a 10-hour con-

tract that incorporates 430 young people in the 10 -

25 age bracket with an area covering Mulbuie, 

Conon Bridge, Maryburgh and Ferintosh as well as 

Muir of Ord.  As a result she tends to clock-up an 

average of 35 hours a week. 

Helen originally trained as a nurse before working 

for ten years with young people in Inverness.  A 

parent herself, she has been in her present role for 

nearly a year and a half. 

She does most of her work from home and says she 

couldn‟t do it alone.  A strong team support her in 

her work, including Lindsey her Line Manager and 

Mark, another Youth worker at the Dingwall office. 

Working with the local schools is key to youth work 

and Helen has an office at Dingwall Academy 

where she works on confidence building and social 

education classes as well as with Social Workers 

looking at diversionary tactics for those young   

people getting into trouble.  She also works with 

P6/7 at Tarradale Primary School to assist in the 

transition to secondary school. 

Helen does admit her job is hard to define as it   

covers many areas and she also feels that there is a 

common misconception of her role in the           

community.  „Some young people might think that a 

Youth Worker only helps those with problems but 

this is not the case.  My job is to give young people 

a voice. They come to me with their ideas and I try 

to action those and help them to achieve their goals.  

If they don‟t tell us what they want, we cannot help 

them.‟ 

She says her job can be demanding but also hugely 

rewarding.  „A recent success story is one of a 

young lad who couldn‟t walk into a room and talk to 

someone because he was so chronically shy.  With a 

lot of work he has now learned to be        confident 

and look people in the eye and say hello.  This was 

a huge step for him.‟ 

Energy, passion and enthusiasm would appear to be 

key to that of a Youth Worker and Helen definitely 

possesses these in abundance.  It would be hard to 

image her not connecting with young people.  One 

thing that young people sometimes accuse adults of 

doing is not listening to them.  Helen agrees.  

„Getting together with teenagers locally and        

discussing what they want to achieve is important.  

Ideas need to be prioritised to ensure everyone is 

included and benefits from any events or ideas put 

into action.  Recently we had a pool night for the 

boys and a make-up night for the girls.  Both were 

very successful.‟ 

When asked what she would like to see achieved in 

the future within Muir of Ord for the young people, 

Helen said that more active youth projects were  

essential but nothing happens overnight and most 

things that require funding take time. „Having a 

Youth Café in the village and allowing the young 

people to run it as a business would help them 

hugely with life skills.  I would like to think that a 

big part of my role is helping to equip young people 

for later life.‟ 

It is clear how important the role of Youth Worker 

is in the community and after meeting Helen one 

can see how much of a difference she can make to 

the lives of young people.  Anyone who wants to 

contact her can do so at her office in Dingwall on 

01349 869916 or write to Helen Martin, Library 

Buildings, Tulloch Street, Dingwall. 

 

 Hazel Chisholm 
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DID YOU GET YOUR 

COPY? 
 
Several weeks ago, “Muir Matters” was asked to come 

along and speak to Tarradale School‟s primary 6/7 class. 

They were planning to produce their own class newspaper 

and wanted to ask us a few questions. So....off we went, 

quite delighted with ourselves, to speak to the children 

and offer some advice. 

It quickly became obvious to us that this bunch of kids 

(who are we kiddin‟: budding Lord  Beaverbrooks, every 

one of them) wanted to know everything..! How we 

printed, found our stories, met our deadlines and most 

importantly, how much 

profit we made..!! We 

weren‟t so much           

questioned, more,  er...  

interrogated..! With the 

help of their teacher Miss 

Hunter, they had            

appointed  showbiz editors, 

photographers, sports    

editors etc. not forgetting 

the gossip columnists..! 

They researched and    

composed all of the        

articles, took photographs and designed the layout.  

The purpose behind this project was to improve their ICT 

and writing skills as well as giving information 

to the school and community. They had intended 

only to print a few copies to sell to the school 

but when “Muir Matters” offered them the use of 

our printing facilities they decided to print extra 

copies for the community. And what a success it 

turned out to be. They raised more than £70 to 

buy books for their Readathon????  

We were absolutely delighted to be able to help 

and we thoroughly enjoyed our time in Tarra-

dale, but we‟ll have to keep a wary eye on this 

class otherwise we might find ourselves out of a 

job..!!! 

Martha Chisholm 

 Young Voices 

Well, here 

we are just 

weeks after 

we  re-

ported that 

the Rovers 

building 

had started, 

and judging 

by the fan-

tastic progress they are making they‟re not too far away 

from   finishing. We managed to 

get down and have a chat with 

them and were given a sneak    

preview of their new facility. With  

changing rooms, showers,        

referee‟s room, kitchen and plenty 

of storage space this is shaping up 

to be the first class facility that 

they have worked so hard for and 

richly deserve. Well done to all 

involved..! 

ROVERS PROGRESS 

Christmas Hits  

Sensation.! 
 

T 
his year‟s musical perform-

ance was, as always a       

rip- roaring  success.  

An incredible array of talented and 

enthusiastic folk rehearsed for weeks 

to bring this production to Muir of 

Ord and to help raise in excess of 

£2000 toward funds for Muir of Ord 

Rovers. Every taste was catered for 

from Slade to the Pogues and the Rat 

Pack to Band Aid. But there is no 

doubt that the highlight for everyone 

was on the final night of the show 

when, after their performance of 

Fairytale of New York,  Tony 

Jankowski went down on bended 

knee and  proposed marriage to his 

girlfriend Linsey Stein..! The        

audience held their breath until 

Linsey said „Yes‟ and we think you 

might have heard the audience‟s roars 

of  approval and cheering for miles 

around...!  

A big thank you to all who took part 

whether it was onstage or backstage, 

organisers or performers. The only 

thing left to say is “Please Sir, can 

we have some more..?” 
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Name……………………………...……………. 

 

Address………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………. 

 

P/Code…………..Tel/No………………………. 

 

Signed………………………………………….. 

 

For a chance of winning a £10.00 Book Token, fill 

in the above form and send the completed grid in a 

sealed envelope (photocopies not accepted) to 

„Muir Matters‟ Prize Crossword No 8, Village 

Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA. 

Entries must be received by  Friday January 26th  

 

The first correct entry drawn after the closing date 

will win the prize. Answers and winners name will 

be published in our next Issue.  

1  2  3  4  5  6 

    7       

8      9     

    10       

11   12    13    

   14        

15  16     17 18   

    19  20     

21      22     

    23       

24      25     

Across 

1) Causes Amusement (5) 

4 & 25) Christmas visitor (5&5) 

7) A cry or hideaway (3) 

8) Hullabaloo (5) 

9) Sound (5) 

10) Succeed (3) 

11) New Testament Book (4) 

13) A paving Block (4) 

14) Jeeves!! (5) 

15) Transport (4) 

17) Child‟s toy (2&2) 

19) Choose (3) 

21) Freshwater fish (5) 

22) Flooded (5) 

23) Short measure (3) 

24) Indian Males (5) 

25) See 4 across 

Down 

1) Christmas Carol (6&5) 

2 & 16 down) Objet d‟art (5&5) 

3) Water fowl (4)  

4) Large white water bird (4) 

5) Prompt (5) 

6) Punctuation marks (11) 

12) First woman (3) 

13) Animal shelter (3) 

16) See 2 down 

18) Far East city (5) 

19) Electrical units (4) 

20) Magnesium silicate 

 in short (4) 

Published & Printed by Muir of Ord Communications Group, Village Hall, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA 

Congratulations to  

Margaret Alexander,  

Highfield Circle, Muir of Ord 

on winning our prize Crossword No 7.  

Margaret  wins a £10.00 book token. 
Solution 

Across:  

1) Curling rink 6) Scarper 8) Link 9) Fern 10) 

Wan 12) Ferry 13) Usury 14) Eft 16) Owns 

18) Isle 19) Garment 20) Researchers 

Down:  

1)Cauliflower 2) Lock 3) Norma 4) Reef  

5) Kidney Beans 6) Snoring 7) Request 10) 

Wye 11) Nut 15) Femur 17) Sage 18) inch 

For a chance to win £10, find and circle the 5 differences between the two photographs. Send the right-hand photo with the  

differences circled along with your name, age, address and telephone number to :- 

„Spot the difference‟ competition‟, Muir Matters, Seaforth Road, Muir of Ord, IV6 7TA  

Closing date for entries Friday January 26th 2007 

Young‟uns  

Spot  

the  

Difference 

Competition 

 

*** 
See Page 15 

for winner of  

September 

Competition 


